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Amazing grace: The Right Rev David Nope kneels during his enthronement as Archbishop of York yesterday at LeroalionaJ bod 
York Minster, tie succeeds Dr Habgood to the second most important post in the Church of England Photograph: FA IRA weapons. 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and DAVID McKJTTRICK 

John Major yesterday re- 
sponded to a ferociously 
worded IRA pledge not to "sur- 
render" its arms by challenging 
the Sinn Fein President. Geny 
Adams, to decide whether he 
was now a man of peace or the 
"straightforward spokesman of 
a terrorist organisation". 

But although Mr Major hit 
back angrily at an IRA state- 
ment rejecting the British Gov- 
ernment's “ludicrous" demand 
: to begin handing over its arms, 
as a precondition to all-party 
talks, both governments yes- 
terday agreed to press ahead 
with plans for a "twin-track" ap- 
proach to preliminary talks on 
arms and the potitirial future of 
Northern Ireland. 

The IRA statement repre- 
sented an affirmation of its 
previously-slated insistence that 
decommissioning could only 
happen after political negotia- 
tions and not before. 

This position appeared to 
have been directed largely to- 
wards the international body on 
decommissioning, headed by 
the former US Senator George 
MitchcU. .which is due to start 
work in New York this weekend. 

It did not. however, rule out 
Republican co-operation with 
the Mitchell commission and. in 
fact. Sinn Fein has confirmed it 
will send a delegation to meet 
the international body. 

This was crucial for the work 
of the commission, since its de- 
liberations would have been 
close to meaningless in the ab- 
sence of any Republican input. 

The Taoiseach. John Bru- 
ton. said he understood Sinn 
Fein would speak to the in- 
ternational body on the issue of 


Sinn Fein president Gem 
Adams said said his party’s po- 
sition was unchanged by the 
IRA statement, which he de- 
scribed as "restating the obvi- 
ous and widely acknowledged 
reality of the current situa- 
tion". He said everyone, in- 
cluding Mr Major and Unionist 
leaders, “knows that none of the 
armed groups is prepared to 
disarm at this lime". 

The Prime Minister chal- 
lenged Sinn Fein to show its true 
colours and denounce the IRA 
for refusing to give up weapons. 

He angrily accused the Re- 
publican paramilitary leadership 
of delivering a “slap in the 
face” to the rising peace hopes 
of the people. 

Unionists claimed the IRA 
statement had effectively killed 
off the “twin-track" approach of 
combining movement towards 
full talks with arms decommis- 
sioning. overseen by a interna- 
tional commission. 

However. London and 
Dublin insisted the momen- 
tum for peace triggered by the 
vast crowds which greeted US 
President Bill Clinton last week 
would be maintained. 

Mr Major said: “The message 
ot all those people to the para- 
militaries was chat their day was 
over and that now was the lime 
to pul away guns, give up vio- 
lence forever and make peace." 

"This is a moment of nrial for 
Mr Adams. Does he believe 
what he has been saying or has 
he been trying to deceive peo- 
ple? We'll soon know." he told 
reporters in his Huntingdon 
const iluency. 

“Geny Adams had belter 
make up his mind what he 
wants. Is Gerry Adams the man 
who wants to bring peace to 
Northern Ireland or is he a 
straightforward spokesman for 
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to cut students 


Top scientist challenges 
official line on beef ... 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education editor . 

Angry umvers^.vk»-chancel- 
lorslasl night thre^enedtocul 
the number of liiaiv&t^.places 
next SeptembenjnkssBbe Gpv- 
emracnr reverses spending cuts 
announced in the. Budget. .. 

At a stormy meeting in Lon- • 
don, they refused to hear- a. 
speech by Education Minister 
Eric Forth which was to have 
been read by a senior civil -ser- = 
vant because Mr Forth is HL' 

They tore up the proposed 
agenda and several threatened, 
to start charging students fees 
to make up the shortfall in 
funding caused by the cuts. 
They also agreed to back tite. in- 
troduction of a new type of stu- 
dent loans scheme under, which 

students would have to repay 
money for their tuition fees. At 
present .students borrow mon- 
. • ey from the Government for 
their living costs but tuition fees 
are funded by the taxpayer. 

The meeting of the Com- 
mittee of Vice-Chancellors and 
Principals issued a statement 
saying that ibeBudget cuts, of 
31 per cent for budding and 
equipment fends in one year 
were “catastrophic”. '. 


Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of State for EducaiiontSe- 
cured a better deal than test year 
for schools in the Budget at the 
expense of higher and further 
education. Ministers were anx- 
ious to stop a vigorous campaign 
against cuts by parents and 
governors. 

Universities and colleges 
. have been told that from next 
September they will have to 
; raise a substantial proportion of 
..mosey for buddings from pri- 
vate sources as part of the 
Treasury’s Private Finance Ini- 
tiative,. Professor. Gareth 
Roberts, the Committee's chair- 
man^ accused the Government 
of cowardice in refusing to con- 
sider a graduate COTtribution to 
tuition foes. "Now we have no 
'option. Either we get more 
moneyfoteachourstudentsor 
we must reduce their numbers!” 

The txmmnttee' refused to 
hear Tbny Clarke, deputy sec- 
retary at ihe Departmem for ■ 
Education and Employment, 
and sent him away with- this 
message for Mrs Shephard: 
“Wfc are very conaaned and up- 
set over the severity of the 
Chancellor's stateinch^ which 
we believe w® have a .cats- 
Sophie effect OTtimveRrities in 
1996/7. • ■ 

‘•'Die Private Finance 
Scheme that is nor well estab-“ 
lished, and which has-Imuted ap- 
plicability. cannot possibly 
provide the essential resources 
we need for our buildings and 
. equipment. Even those things 
it could support cannot work . 


when universities are not given 
the income stream needed to 
support the PFI initiatives.” 
Universities receive a fixed sum 
for each student. Any reduction 
in student numbers would have 
to be agreed with the Higher 
Education Funding Council, 
the quango that allocates funds 
to universities. 

A council spokesman said its 
board would be meeting next 
week to consider its response to 
the Budget. Vice-chancellors 
will meet again next month to 
discuss cutting student numbers. 

The Department for Educa- 
.tion and Employment said: “It 
has been a tight public spend- 
ing settlement all round. With- 
in higher education, capital 
funding has been reduced but 
current funding has been main- 
tained. The higher education 
sector has been rigorous in 
pursuing partnerships with the 
private sector. So far some £1.6 
billion has been provided under 
the Private Finance Initiative. 

No university is likely to go 
it alone and charge students fees 
but the committee’s agreement 
to back loans for fees after years 
ofindeasfon is significant A Bill 
to privatise the student loans 
scheme is going- through Parl- 
iament but it. does not involve 
loainsfor fees. 

Tbe rice-chancellors’ pre- 
ferred scheme differs from the 
Government’s because there 
would be no-time limit for loan 
repayment and because repay- 
ments would vary according to 
income. 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

The Government’s top scientist 
on mad cow disease yesterday 
refused to support the advice of 
Stephen Dorrell, the Secretary 
of Stale for Health, that there 
is “no conceivable risk" of the 
disease passing to humans. 

“I freely admit that we can- 
not yet give anyone absolute 
guarantees.” said Professor 
John Partisan. who chairs the 
Spongiform Encephalopathy 
Advisory Committee (SEACj. 
an eight-strong team of scien- 
tists advising government on the 
risks posed by mad cow disease, 
or BSE, to humans. 

Asked if he could defend Mr 
DorrelTs statement, made ear- 
lier this week. Professor Pattison 
replied “No, it's not possible at 
this moment to give the proof 
there's no connection between 
BSE and human disease.” 

Two independent consumer 


groups, the Food Commission 
and the Consumers' Associa- 
tion, called for the committee 
l3 include consumer represen- 
tatives, and for its work to he 
made answerable to Parliament 
rather than ministers. At pre- 
sent, Mr Dorrell and Douglas 
Hogg, the minister of agricul- 
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ture. must approve appoint- 
ments to SEAC. and decide 
what action to take on its advice. 

Public anxiety that BSE could 
he passed id humans, causing its 
human equivalent, Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob Disease (CJD). has 
grown in the past week. During 
that lime, auction prices of 
British beef have fallen by about 
three per cent, and more than 
1.15*1 schools have taken beef 
off their lunch menus. 

Yesterday local authorities 
were also advised hy the Advi- 
sory Body for Social Services 
catering to remove beef prod- 
ucts such as beefburgers and 
sausages from child-care es- 
tablishments. 

Despite growing concern, the 
CJD Surveillance unit based in 
Edinburgh, told \hc Independent 
the overall trend is downward. 
Deaths from CJD are expected 
to fall compared to 1 9V4. when 
there were 56 cases. So far this 
vear there have been 29 cases. 


as ostriches lay a golden egg 


SIMON PINCOMBE 

The collapse in beef prices 
could make Sir Andrew Lloyd 
Webber another fortune. The 
composer has applied for per- 
mission to farm ostriches on his 
4,000-acre Hampshire estate, 
which industry sources say 
could eventually be home for up 
to 100 birds. 

The composer has been con- 
sidering the project since he ale 
an ostrich steak in .American 
restauranL But the liming is 
seen as shrewd." It is an unpar- 


alleled opportunity to provide 
the meat of the hiturr." said 
Robin Higgins of the Ostrich 
Farming Corporation. 

This year Britons are ex- 
pected fo cal 904.noti tons of 
beef and veal, a 25 per cent de- 
cline in consumption since 197b. 
And while ostrich meat is still 
an expensive novelty in Britain, 
costing between £9.95 and £15 
a pound, farmers are reporting 
rocketing demand. 

J Sainsbuiy. Tescn and Asda 
have all approached ostrich 
farmers, seeking an alternative 


meat that has been humanely 
farmed. The problem is that 
there arc no slaughterhouse 
facilities in the UK. which has 
kept the price of ostrich meat 
high-Sir Andrew has said he will 
breed birds and sell them but 
docs not intend to send them di- 
rectly to the slaughterhouse. 

Ostriches are widely eaten in 
Belgium. France. Switzerland, 
the US and Australia. The meat, 
which tastes like fillet steak, has 
the lowest fat and cholesterol 
levels of any red. white or fish 
meat, except salmon. 


a terrorist organisation who 
continues producing intransi- 
gent statements and pulling a 
bottleneck in the way of 
peace?" 

The IRA has refused from 
the sum to hand over weapons 
and feu in London or Dublin 
were surprised at the defiant na- 
ture of the new statement. 

The message, released in 
Dublin, said: “There is no ques- 
tion of the I RA meeting the fu- 
diemus demand for a surrender 
of IRA weapons either through 
the front or the back door." 

But ministers believe the 
pressure is now on Sinn Fein to 
find a way around the logjam 
caused by the stockpile of IRA 
weapons, with Whitehall 
sources again insisting that the 
British Government was not de- 
manding the surrender of arms. 

Sinn Fein negotiator Marlin 
McGuinness added: “What the 
British Government is de- 
manding is the humiliation and 
surrender of the IRA and I 
don’t believe that is on offer." 

The mood in Dublin was 
more conciliatory, with Mr Bru- 
ton refusing to be drawn into the 
argument and remaining con- 
fident that Sinn Fein would 
discuss IRA guns with the in- 
ternational commission. 

“It is better to concentrate on 
facts and the fact is that Sinn 
Fein stated (hat they will speak 
authoritatively to the interna- 
tional body oh the issue of IRA 
weapons."" 

But Dick Spring, the Irish 
Deputy Prime Minister, said: 
“We all saw what the people of 
Northern Ireland wanted last 
week in Derry and Belfast and 
also what the people in the 
Republic wanted. The oppor- 
tunity is there for us and we 
have’all got to take that.” 

Peace process, page 2 
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Hurd defends funding public services 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

A powerful “one nation" call on 
the Toty party not to “slash 
blindly at public services" in or- 
der to widen l|te gap between 
itself and Labour was launched 
yesterday by Douglas Hurd, 
the former Foreign Secretary. 

Mr Hurd came strongly to the 
defence of Kenneth Clarke, 
the Chancellor, against right- 
wing critics of his "Budget in a 


speech which also went a long 
way to challenging the growing 
assumption among some senior 
lories that the state needs to be 
dramatically '‘shrunk" to sustain 
competitivene®. 

Mr Hurd acknowledged the 
desirability of cutting the “too 
high” rates of taxation. But he 
added in a speech in Bloxbam, 
Oxfordshire, that only “among 
the unreal fevers of Westmin- 
ster would it seem sensible 
medicine to sack more teachers 


in the cause of cutting taxes even 
more deeply." 

He declared: “A government 
which slashed blindly at public 
services, pleading some ab- 
stract moral imperative or in- 
voking a political need to put 
dear water between itself and 
its opponents, will not regain 
sympathy but forfeit it.” 

Mr Hurd used all his au- 
thority as one of the most senior 
members of the Tory establish- 
ment to refute right-wing back- 


benchers like David Evans, vice 
chairman of the 1922 Commit- 
tee, who have claimed that Mr 
Clarke showed “no nose" for 
politics by failing to cut taxes 
and spending more deeply in 
last month’s Budget. 

But his speech will also be 
read as an important contribu- 
tion to the continuing debate 
among Tory strategists over 
whether the party should swing 
to the right in order to beat off 
the challenge from a mod- 


ernised Labour Party. Giving 
what amounts to firm advice 
that it should not, the former 
Foreign Secretary said that 
Britain needs to strike a “sen- 
sible balance” between “rea- 
sonable taxation" and 
“reasonable public services." 
He warned the levies wonld not 
win the next election if “we rush 
into unreality”. 

Mr Hurd strongly criticised 
Labour for “prodamring in the 
City of Loudon” that they have 


foresaken high taxation whik in 
“every constituency" Labour 
spokesmen imply a commit- 
ment to more spending cm pub- 
lic services. Mr Hurd said that 
Hugh Gaitskell lost the 1959 
election because British voters 
saw through the same “contra- 
diction". 

But he also pointed out that 
the Citizen’s Charter has actu- 
ally increased public expecta- 
tions of higher' public services. 
He added: “If we can achieve 


growth: in the economy at 
around 3 per cent a year and if 

wecanlw^lherealincTeasem 
welfare expenditure at around 
1 per cent then itls possible trf 
sustain the essential services 
and still reduce taxation.” 

Mr Hurd said that “not even 
[Fidel] Castro" believes any 
. more in the nostrum that“natk>- 
naHsatin n; subsidies and high 
taxation" are the remedies for 
“inadequate” economic perfor- 
mance. 


Peace Process: The situation is 
‘desperate but not serious’ 

Arms issue 
a symbol of 
lack of trust 


DAVID MCKTTTRICK 

Ireland correspondent 

The condition of Lhe Irish peace 
process, in the wake of Thurs- 
day’s late-night IRA statement 
and yesterday's flurry of 
rhetoric, appears to conform to 
the old Belfast saying that things 
are desperate but not serious. 

Ever since the IRA cessation 
declaration of August 1994, the 
peace has almost always seemed 
reasonably solid but never se- 
cure. Punishment beatings, for 
example, have provided regular 
reminders that the IRA and the 
loyalist paramilitary groups are 
still out there. 

The arms de-commissioning 
issue, which was at the centre 
of yesterday's exchanges, has 
served as a symbol of the patent 
lack of trust among the partic- 
ipants in the peace process. It 
remains the case that after 
many months of argument no 
middle way has yet emerged to 
bridge the gulf between Urn gov- 
ernment and the republicans. 

Hie brief of the internation- 
al body on de-commissioning, 
which is headed by former US 
Senator George Mitchell, is to 
attempt to reconcile the two po- 
sitions and produce a report by 
mid-January. This is clearly a 
formidable task which will 
stretch the ingenuity of Senator 
Mitchell and his two colleagues, 
a Canadian and a Finn, to the 
limit But in the meantime the 
peace process goes on and cru- 
cially, despite the impression 
given by some over-excited re- 
porting yesierday, Sinn Fein 
have promised to cooperate 
fully with the Senator. 

According to Sinn Fern vice- 
president Pal Doherty: “We 
will certainly submit our views 
on this whole de-commission- 
ing issue. Wb will try and deal 
with this new phase of [the 
peace process] as positively as 
we possibly can.” The political 
reality is that the republicans 
could not have boycotted the 
bodv, headed as it is bv Presi- 


dent Clinton, whose goodwill 
they are anxious to maintain. 

The understanding for some 
lime has been that Sinn Fein 
would not only talk to the in- 
ternational body but would do 
so “authoritatively.” as the cur- 
rent inLer-gavernmental jargon 
puts iL This is taken to mean 
that its representatives will not 
simply make the rhetorical 
point that it is a political party 
which has no arms. Rather, 
they wOJ seriously engage on the 
arms issue, in effect speaking for 
the IRA. 

Mr Mitchell and his col- 
leagues are due to meet in 
New York for the first time this 
weekend, before travelling in 
about a week's time to Belfast 
and Dublin. 

The primary objective of the 
IRA statement was to place on 
Mr Mitchell's desk an explicit 
and up-to-date reminder of the 
absolute republican position 
that “there is no question of the 
IRA meeting the ludicrous de- 
mand for a surrender of IRA 
weapons either through the 
front or the back door." The un- 
mistakable message is to direct 
Mr Mitchell and his colleagues 
to look in other directions for 
* routes out of the impasse. 

From a republican point of 
view the British Government 
has adopted a hardline stance 
by insisting, in the face of op- 
position from the Irish govern- 
ment and others, on adhering 
to the position that actual de- 
commissioning must take place 
before full-blown negotiations 
can start 

Hie British Government has 
resisted all calls to move away 
from this requirement or to 
fudge iU the IRA for its part has 
not softened either. The key 
question of the next five weeks 
will be whether Senator 
Mitchell can produce a magic 
formula which everyone can live 
with. His ability to do so will de- 
termine whether the situation 
deteriorates from the merely 
desperate to the really serious. 



On parade: Trooper Mark Campbell, who is weighinghis future with the Life Guards 


Black Guardsman may quit over race 


PETER VICTOR 

Trooper Mark CampbelL the 
first black soldier in the Life 
Guards, may resign amid alle- 
gations of racial abuse. His de- 
cision w01 be a blow to the 
Prince of Wales’s personal ef- 
forts to encourage recruitment 
of ethnic minorities into House- 
hold regiments. • 

The Ministry of Defence 
confirmed yesterday that alle- 


gations of racial abuse were be- 
ing investigated. But the Inde- 
pendent understands that Tpr 
Campbell, the first black soldier 
to ride beside the Queen on 
state occasions, has declined to 
make an official complaint. 

Tpr Campbell started his du- , 
ties last August in a blaze of- 
publicity having won the Jack- 
son Shield-for the best turned-: 
out cavalryman during his 
20-week training. “Race should 


not be an issue, it’s no problem 
to me," he said at the time. 

His first public appearance 
was during the VJ Day com- 
memorations as one of the 18 
troopers escorting the Queen. 

But the , popular trooper 
faced two problems'- the sham 
of being the solitary black face 
m the Household Cavalry and 
a serious skin complaint caused 
by the traditional plumed hel- 
met and metal chin strap. 


He received medical treat- 
ment for the rash but it did not 
improve. AS he could no longer 
take part in ceremonial duties 
he was transferred to the regi- 
menfs training section at Wind- ' 
sor, but asked to return to the 
capital. He stud one of the rea : 
sons he was unhappy at Wind- 
sor was. because of racially, 
abusive language. He admitted ' 
he had never been banned and 
refused to make a complaint 


However, Army sources con- 
firmed he could leave. 

Accusations of racial abuse 
smfacedm the black newspaper 
The Voice, which quotes the 
trooper 'through a friend as 
saying: *If people had to go 
through what Tin going through 
ffiey wouldn't hang on for a 
week. When you have to make 
a decision between hanging ona 
in there and your life, what are 
you going to choose?” 


‘Mad cow’ fear sends price of beef crashing 


IN BRIEF 


saving pupil - 

A beadteacbeT was fighting for 
his life last night after being 
stabbed as he intervened in an 
alleged Triad gang attack on one 
of his pupils. 

Philip Lawrence was knifed 
outside St George's school in 
Mnidfl V&Ie. north London, when 
he tried to stop die gang bully- 
ing a boy. Christian Ocloo, 16, 
said he saw Mr Lawrence “stag- 
gering back clutching his chest”. 

The. head was rushed to St 
Mary’s Hospital and operated 
upon while his family waited 
outside the theatre. A hospital 
spokesman said his condition 
was “life-threatening”. 

Sex-trip laws 

New laws to punish organisers 
of foreign chi Id -sex trips were 
announced by Michael Howard, 
the Home Secretary. Those 
found to have conspired dr in- 
cited anyone to commit rape or 
to Jaave sex with a girl under 13 
abroad could be sentenced to 
life Conspiracy to commit an in- 
decent assault on a boy would at- 
tract a maximum lp years, and 
with a child under 14, two years. 

Vauxhali strike . 

The Vauxhali car group lost 
£3.65 m worth of production 
after 8,000 workers began a 
strike over pay. The plants at 
Luton and Ellesmere Fort shut 
two hours early yesterday. 

Royal secrets 

Richard Stott, former editor of 
Today newspaper, delivered an 
“unequivocal apology" to the 
High Court for publishing ex- 
tracts from The Housekeeper’s Di- 
ary, by the Prince of Wales's 
former housekeeper on his wife. 

Parkhurst security 

The high-security Parkhurst jail 
on the Isle of Wight is to be 
downgraded to a category B. 

Judge David Griffiths - 

In the Independent of 6 Octo- 
ber 1995 we published a report 
about a court case at Winches- < 
ter headed “Judge attacked 
over sex case Slower’ remarks”. ■ 
We wish to make it dear that 
His Honour Judge David Grif- 
fithsi, who sits at Maidstone 
Crown Court, had no connec- 
tion with this case. 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


Austria ....ScMO NTamts . . . . F6.00 

Bowun . . ...afiSO Italy 14500 

Canams ... Jts300 Madeira ...Esc3Z5 
Qpitt .... ££L20 Mata . . . . 43 oflfits 
Dnmnfc . . .. . -OriSj-Novray . . . . . (i»20 

traftftep .45p Portugal ...Esc325 

Ran ._MA Spar Pts300 

Oamaiy-1. . JM£5 -Swden. .... Sto20 
Qwaco..... JW50 SHiertand . SMJff 
Imniboug . . J.R5Q USA 53-00 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

The price of beef continued to 
fall at cattle markets through- 
out Britain yesterday, and the 
blame was being put squarely on 
the latest BSE scare. 

Normally prices at this time 
of year would be rising in the 
run up to Christinas, with high- 


quality animals being brought 
to market Instead prices were 
down by around 3 percent com- 
pared to a week ago, according 
to the Meat and Livestock 
Commission. 

“This fall is quite significant 
at a time when prices are usu- 
ally at their firmest" said Dun- 
can Sinclair, an economic policy 


analyst with the commission. 

More than a dozen auctions 
were held yesterday and on av- 
erage the price per kilogram fell 
4p to just over 120p. That fall 
wipes £25 off the price of a 
600kg steer, which usually fetch- 
es over £700. Only at Louth in 
Lincolnshire, one of yester- 
day's largest markets, did prices 


rise -by 4p a kilo compared to 
the previous week's prices. 

The Meat and Livestock 
Commission said it was likely 
that butchers would try to boost 
sales by cutting prices. 


Prices have fallen because 
dealers are expecting a bq; drop 
in demand from the supermar- 
kets and superstores who now 
sell most of Britain's beef to 
shoppers. 
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ACROSS 

i Old name for lQp coin 
(6) 

4 Rule prongs (5) 

8 La ... (opera house) (5) 

9 Dilettante (7) 

10 Budding (7) 

11 English queen (4) 

12 Bone (3) 

14 Merit (4) 

15 Goblins (4) 

IS Part of tennis match (3) 
21 As well (4) 

23 Gel (7) 

25 List (7) 

26 Picture (5) 


1 Putrefy (6) 

2 Simple wind instrument 
(7) 

3 Romans, say (8) 

4 Shadow (4)’ 

5 Stocking material (5) 

6 Place for film? (6) 

7 Amphibious mammal (5) 
13 Crunchy snacks (S) 

16 E g man or ape (7) 

17 Sword (6) 

19 Attempted (5) 

20 Late (6) 

22 Opera item (5) 

24 Coin factory (4) 



SEND A BABY BOX 
TO BOSNIA THIS 
CHRISTMAS 
FOR ONLY £30 > 


D isinfectant, nappies, washing materials - 
notwhat you’d think of giving someone for 
ChpiSmas. Bat for a desperate mother in Bosnia 
trying to keep her child safe from infection, these 
basic essentials would mean the world. 

It would also mean that someone somewhere is 
thinking of her, and her efforts to protect her child. 

Feed the Children has delivered baby boxes full 
of essential items directly into the hands of 11, 
mothers in Bosnia- many of 
whom will be sheltering in 
freezing schools, factories, 
and bombed-out houses 
this winter. 

Please, if you 
possibly can, send a 
baby box to Bosnia this 
Christmas - and help 
a mother keep her 
baby safe. 
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VJ hot's inside? 


27 Respond (5) 

28 Slate as true (6) 

Sotatton to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

Asiwc I LwMnc,40Jlo«s(Ini^™»id«iu«|, TSiifctrjdc.u Arid, HI Hits, II Cease. 
13 Tender, 14 Stanza, IS Mutual, 17 Despot. !•» Kotor. Al Mors. 22 Heim. 23 EJon- 
nted. 24 Emmp:. 25 Nobody. Down. L Intact. 2 Chid, i Evict. 4 Oercw, 5 bdu 
o Snia. 7 Sqnaiun:. X Kidnapped. 1 1 Cedar. 12 Ether. 15 MumMc H> Lounge, 
1? Domain. IS timely, 21 Sur. 22 Hot* 


Notes 



London ...332 pm to 7.54 am 

Bnsfoi 402 pm B 8.04 am 

Ba-mrfigtem-, pm to 8,06 am 

Manchester 3J& pm to 8.13 am 

NwcasUt 32J9pm to 819 ho 

Grass* 3.44pm » 835am 

Bertas 159 pm to 834 am 

HKMTTOES 

U HI PM HT 

LKanteWQS 7.45 am 8.7 3 08pm 6.7 

bwntni HOT am 89 12J0c*i 8.9 

AcMHun a IS are he BXEpre 12.5 

hip.-nmiOkh 7Jsan> M rjnpm 7.1 

Gnsup l-aijra 3_3 143 pm 3.8 

Dtfiuqrwe 39 12.43 pm 3.9 

■HAITI". TONKM0C *i IlMDki 

Out and about with AA Roadwatdi 


Ye st er day s R e adings 


London 
SEO^and 
mates 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Inland 


Itoa 

Moderate 
. Moderate 
Moderate 
Moderate 
Moderate 
Good 
Good 


Outtoofc tor Today 


London 
! SEngand 

■ Wales 

j C&igand 

■ NErgand 
Scotland 

I N Ireland 


Poor 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Poor 

Moderate 

Moderate 

nwm 


SOi 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Moderate 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Moderate 

Good 

Moderate 
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news 


Wife claims Ashby threatened to kill 



REBECCA FOWLER 

The'Wife of David Ashbv, the 
Tbiy jMP, described her husf 
bamFs-alleged violent- temper to 
a libel jury yesterday, and 
canned he threatened to HHiwr 
wh£Q she found hint entertain- 
ing an elderly male friend, 
whom she inferred was-gay. . . 

Sflvana Ashby, 53, stepped 
into the witness bat to give' 
evidence for -the - second day 
against her, husband in his libel 
case against the Sunday Tames, 
and Andi^;Ne&4he paper’s 
former edfrorl Mr Ashby denies 
he is hpmosdxoal. 


. Wh^Mxs Ashby rioted her 
husband's Ravenstone home, 
u na nnounced, in his Leices- 
. tersbire. North West ■ con-. 
. stituency, she said he attacked 
1 her with a carving knife. “7 said 
*if you are going to kill me do 
it, do it, if you’ve got the 
courage. IwfiJ be dead, but you 
w31 be in prison for everi." 

When Mr Ashby left his Ital- 
ian wife in 1993. after 28 years 
of ‘tempestuous* marriage, he 
moved to a flat in south-west 
London, and Mrs Ashby be- 
lieved .thru his neighbour. Dr 
Ciaran Kilduff, 32, was his 
homosexual partner. Both men 


deny physical intimacy. Mrs 
Ashby visited her husband's, 
flat and confronted Dr Kilduff 
on Christinas Eve 1993. after Mr 
Ashby refused an invitation lo 
Christmas lunch with her and 
their daughter Alexandra, 27. 
They had a furious right when 
Mrs Ashby said she saw a man 
putting his arm around Mr 
Ashby in the kitchen. 

“ I just couldn't take it. I 
shouted at him ’are you sill] say- 
ing you’re on your own ... and 
don't have anybody?’," she said. 
“He flew downstairs, came into 
the garden and put his hands 
round ray neck, he tried to slap 


me and we had a fight outside. 
The grass was wet and we both 
fell over."’ 

Mis Ashby said .she rushed in- 
side and saw Dr Kilduff. “I said 
*ar last Kilduff it’s time you and 
I met'." She continued: “He 
didn’t have any reaction what- 
soever. He was calm and cool, 
he was extremely cold. He just 
passed in front of me, went into 
the study, picked up the tele- 
phone and said ‘we've got an in- 
truder in the flat. Can you 
please send someone as soon as 
possible’." 

Mis Ashby said her husband 
attacked her again in July this 


year when she went to Raven- 
stone. She found him with Ed- 
ward O’Byme. a reiired civil 
servant who had suffered a 
stroke. According to Mrs Ash- 
by her husband said: “How 
dare you come here uninvited’. 1 " 
She said Mr Ashby then 
knocked her head on the wall, 
emptied her handbag, and 
threatened to set her skin on 
fire with a cigarette lighter, 
and hum her face. 

“! went into the kitchen, he 
took a very long knife, pointed 
it at me and said. Tm going to 
kill you'.” Mrs Ashby said. “At 
the point of panic 1 dialled 999 


and he pulled the plug out of the 
phone. ” 

A flerwards M rs Ashh} 
brought her dogs in from the 
car. and said she challenged her 
husband about hi> friend: “I said 
'My God. David, you've made 
me sick. First you’re going for 
young boy». now you’re going 
for old and crippled men’." 

When Mrs .Ashby was asked 

where she learned the swear 
words she used in arguments. 

which Mr .Ashby said he found 
upsetting earlier in the trial, she 
said, to laughter from the court- 
room: “From my husband and 
watch ini Channel 4.” 


Afier Mrs Ashby relumed (■ * 
London from R:wensii.ne. she 
alleged that Mr Ashby took her 
Volvo car from Lhe drive, which 
she believed he had insured 
alter she told him the payment 
was overdue. 

But when he returned ji 
there was a copy of a letter in- 
side the car which he had sent 

lu Wandsworth CID informing 
them his wife was driving an 
uninsured cur which he 
regarded a “seriuus ot fence." 

"Mr Ashlw wrote: “Shuuld you 
wish to tortsider prosecuting my 
wife. I'm prepared to be 
interviewed.” 


When lhe.S.v/;iA/v Tilth ': pub- 
lished its first article on Mr Ash- 
In’s domestic situation in 
January R«4. alleging that he 
left his wife to live close to an- 
i »ther man. Mrs Ashby said her 
husband asked her lo lie to 
protect him. 

“He viid 'I've got a solution 
!■ j gel rid i *f all the*: people, you 
just have to go out and say 
you've made a lerrihle mis- 
take. that you’v e been lying, that 
you're wry vengeful and spite- 
ful"." Mrs. Ashbs.said. 

"I said 'I'm not going lo say 
I’m lying, because I'm not'." 

Tile casco iminues. 


Seconal spending: Survey reveals regional gift gap as retailers pin their hopes on key products to capture elusive business 


a high street 


GLENDA COOPER 

With only 1 6 shopping days to 
Christmas, if you’re hoping for 
a good present this year you 
need to cultivate'your 25-year- 
old female relatives in the Mid- 
lands. ' \ 

As harassed parents around 
the country rush to buy Bay- 
watch Barbies, Power Rangers, 
Action Men and Fogs is the 
final countdown to Christmas 
they can muse on the fact that 
the British spend £7bn on 
Christmas, so their kids can look 
forward to an., average £75 
worth of presents each. 

The Toucheftoss Christmas 
Retail Survey. 1995; estimates 
the average consumer will be 
shelling oul£440each this year, 
being carefulnot to spend more 
than last year. The biggest store 
goes on gifts [£2M followed by 
£152 op food and orinkand £74 
on other items.: \ 

The highest spending area 
overall fethe Norm Wst, where . 


people will spend nearly £50 
more than Londoners on gifts 
and £40 more on food and 
drink than the Welsh. Those af- 
-ter’a good present though 
should dunk A moving to the 
Midlands^ where people will 
fork out £255 on gifts alto- 
gether.; Londoners will be 
spending below average -- £410 
- because, of higher than aver- 
age concern about job security. 

The peace process appears to 
be paring dividends, with Ulster 
voted by retailers as the region 
most likely to perform better 
than last year. 

Women will spend more on 
gifts than men and the highest 

^ar-ol^^^mse between 25 
and 44 wiH spend most on toys, 
with favourites such as Pogs - 
smaD laminated discs with holo- 
grams - arid Action Man- 

4510 64-year-olds will spend 
mosr on dothes and Over-65s 
wOtgofor food and drink. Par- 
ents with children aged be- 
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Baby doll: Children at Ham ley's toy store In London yesterday. Power Rangers (left) and Barbie clearly remain in vogue Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


She lias long hlnnJe h.iir. hig 
blue eyes, count lew. new 
and is lhe hesi selline d»'l! !<>r 
girls (hi*. ChriMmuv And ap- 
purenily lor lviys as v.cll. writes 
Glenda Cooper. 

The success ol Bjvv.jicIi 
Barbie, the latest inetimatinn .<f 
lhe blonde plastic hnmbsbdl. is 
due in leenuue girls buying the 
i 1 5 doll lor their hoylriends u ho 
are fans of ihe TV series Bay- 
withii, according to the British 
Association of Toy Retailers. 

Baywyich Barbie, a lifeguard 
dressed in a red swimsuit, bears 
a eK>se resemblance to the 
show's star Pamela Anderson 
Lee. Or l«n a spokesman for the 
BATR puis it: “You could say 
Pamela Anderson modelled 
herself on Barbie. Alter all 
Barbie got there first." 

“Mums used to lv mad on 
Barbie so they bu> them for 
their daughters." he added. 
“But according to some of our 
retailers teenage girls are buy- 
ing them for their boyfriends 
who are fans or Bavwaich. It 
doesn't surprise me in the 
least." 


r 







i South Wea^T' £441 
,'jScDCfeirKf:;£44l: ■ 




:J:' ; ;^lfolfrt^sc:'£42a’. . 


tween 5 and 9 wifi, unsurpris- 
ingly, spend more than double 
the amount on gifts as spent by 
couples without children. 

What they will be spending 
it on, according to the hype, are 
the latest CD-Rom computer 
games! Clive Vfeughan, retail 
consultant for analysts Verdict, 
said that Rawer Rangers, last 
year’ s favourites, were still go- 
ing strong but the crucial dif- 
ference to retailers’ prospects of 
success this Christinas was the 
launch of new games by Sega 
and Sony “trying to revive the 
computer games boom of 1993" 

Sony* 8 Playstation, a new 
generation 32-bit system, shift- 
ed 50,000 units within five 
weeks of its launch. It has now 
sold 85,000 and Sony claims it 
will sell 130,000 by Christmas - 
mainly to men in their raid 20s. 

Sega, which has dominated 
the UK market, says that its 
rival 32-bit Saturn games system 
has sold about 60,000 and will 
sell 80 to 85,000 by Christmas 
“at a conservative estimate". 
Both are now priced at £299, 
with games costing between 
£40 and £50. 

But while consumers may 
-know what they want, the 
Touche Ross survey suggests 
that stores are badly out ofstep. 
While retailers believe that out 
of town, factory outlets and TV 
home shopping win take a larg- 
er share away from the high 


street, 60 per cent of consumers 
are planning to buy their Christ- 
mas presents on the high street 
or at department stores. 

What people look for when 
shopping also seems to be at 
variance with those organising 
iL 

Customers say they want a 
larger selection of goods with a 
convenient location followed by 
low prices. Retailers think that 
customers’ priorities are cus- 
tomer service, quality and bet- 
ter availabilily of stock. 

Mr Vaughan said it was a 
worrying time for retailers as 
consumers left it later and 
later to do their Christmas 
shopping: 

“Most retailers are holding 
their breath waiting for some- 
thing to happen. There’s a lot 
of nervousness that customers 
do not seem to be spending." he 
said. 

This could well aid the con- 
sumer. he added: “There will be 
some bargains around. The 
more consumers leave it to the 
last minute before committing 
to spend, the more panicky re- 
tailers will get and there’ll be 
good pre-Christmas sales." 

If you haven’t even goi as far 
as making a Christmas list, 
don’t worry. Apparently a third 
of us leave shopping to the last 
two weeks and more than one 
in ten waft until the last possi- 
ble week. 
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t independent special offer 
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Bii^Ml^Morrow and read 



If you'd like to know more about our unique whiskey, write to us for -a free booklet at Ihe Jack Daniel Distillery. Lynchburg. Tennessee USA. 

IF YOU LIKE JACK DANIEL’S, won’t you visit us someday 
in Lynchburg, Tennessee? 

We’d like to take you around and show you how we 
make our Tennessee Whiskey. (We use an old, old 
method our founder perfected in 1866.) Of course, if 
you can’t join us this year, don’t worry. Our distillery 
has survived two world wars, 25 presidents and one 
Depression here in Lynchburg. Not co mention a 
serious fire and the blizzard of '93. So, whenever 
you decide to come, we ’ll be here. 
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news 


Gangland killing: Police dismiss links to death of Leah Betts as victims revealed as rising figures in narcotics und erworld 


Double-cross theory on 
murder of drug dealers 







WILL BENNETT 


Three men shot dead in a gang- 
land killing in Essex may have 
been the victims of a double 
cross or have been murdered 
because they owed money, 
police said yesterday. 

Detectiv es dismissed reports 
that the killings were being 
linked to the death of Leah 
Betts, ihe teenager who died 
last month after taking ecstasy, 
as “pure speculation' 1 . 

They are concentrating their 
inquiries on known associates of 
the three men who arc all large- 
scale drug-dealers in Essex. 

Craig Rolfe! 26. from Grays; 
Patrick Tate, 37, from Basildon; 
and Anthony Tucker, 38. from 
Fobbing, were shot dead in a 
Range Rover in the village of 
Rcttcndon, near Chelmsford. 
Their bodies were found on a 
lonely track by two men out 
feeding pheasants on Thursday 


morning. It was soon dear it was 
a gangland execution. 

Detective Superintendent 
Ivan Dibley. who is leading the 
inquiry, said yesterday: “They 
had been killed, I suppose, be- 
cause of a problem with their 
drug-dealing. There is nothing 
to suggest that they distributed 
drugs to Leah Betts." 

He agreed they were “whole- 
sale rather than retail" drugs 
dealers. “They were dealing at 
a higher level than the street 
traders," he said. “There oould 
be a power struggle going on or 
a double-cross takin g place and 
somebody has sought retribu- 
tion. It might be that somebody 
is owed money. 

“Because it is quick money 
and easy money, there is this 
power struggle among the larg- 
er dealers and inevitably there 
are going to be incidents such 
as this occurring." 

He said that the three men 


had been moving up in the drug- 
dealing world and sold a vari- 
ety of substances. He did not 
know whether this included 
ecstasv. “It may be that the 
shooting has occurred because 
higher drug dealers were trying 
to find a position of power." 

Donna J aggers. Rolfe's girl- 


friend. wept yesterday as she 
appealed for help catch those 


responsible for the killings. 

Det Supt Dibley said that six 
or seven shots had been fired at 
the men from one or more shot- 
guns. Rolfe, the driver, and 
Tucker, the front seat passenger, 
had been shot in the head, and 
Tate, who was in the back, was 
blasted in the head and body. 

He said: “The shooting was 
done at very dose range. You 
did not need to be an expert to 
have achieved what was 
achieved. I still do not know 
whether the persons who com- 
mitted these murders travelled 


to the scene in that Range 
Rover or whether they were at 
the scene before they arrived. 
It is likely that I am looking for 
more than one person.” 

■ Police investigating the death 
of Leah Betts yesterday arrest- 
ed a teenager in connection with 
supplying the drug. 

A 17-year-old youth from 
Basildon, Essex, was charged 
with supplying a Class A drug 
and bailed to appear at Chelms- 
ford magistrates’ on 10 January. 
Leah died after taking the drug 

at her 18th birthday party at her 
home in Latcbmgdon, Essex, on 
10 November. 

Leah is believed to have 
bought the ecstasy that killed 
her from Raquel’s nightclub, in 
Basildon. She fell into a coma 
after taking the pill and was pot 
on a life support machine. She 
died four days later. Tests 
showed that the drug had not 
been contaminated. 
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Vehicle of crime: The Range Rover in which the three men died is removed from Rettendon Photograph: Nick Ttirpin 
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Whenever 


you’re ready 


As a nation, we’re famous for hiding 
our feelings. But the country with the 
stiffest upper lips also has one of the 
highest suicide rates in Europe. 

If you find it hard to talk to those 
around you, perhaps you should consider 


to talk. 


talking to The Samaritans. 


We won’t push you to say more 
than you want to and we won’t be 


we’re ready 


to listen. 


offended if you hang up. Equally, we’ll be 
happy for you to phone back later. 

Our number’s in the phone book, 
and every call is confidential. 

If you’re ready to talk, don’t botde 
it up any longer. 






Violent end to 


a tacky dream 


WILL BENNETT 


Craig Rolfe, Patrick Tkte and 
Anthony TUcker thought they 
were taking the fast route to 
easy money in the soulless 
towns of south Essex: 

The three men were friends 
and worked as a criminal team 
in Basildon, Grays and the sur- 
rounding areas, and all had 
numerous previous convictions 
for various offences. 

But these were for tradi- 
tional crimes such as stealing 
cars, burglaries and aimed rob- 
beries. Thte had come out of 
prison after serving a sentence 
for the latter only a month 
before they were shot dead. 

All three had ambitions to 
make more money - and in the 
underworld today, that means 
dealing in drugs, with the risk 
of making dangerous enemies. 

Tkte knew the risks involved 
because he had been wounded 
by a gunman in a murder 
attempt outside his home just 
before he went into prison. 

Det Supt Ivan Dibley, head- 
ing the inquiry into; the killing 
of the three men at Rettendon, 
near Chelmsford, said: “These 
men. from previous experience, 
have been involved m crimi- 
nality where it is likety that their 
lives have been threatened.” 

■Bite, 37, had lived with his 
girlfriend, who is a child- 
minder, and their 18-month-old 
son at a bungalow in Basildon. 
The couple moved in 18 months 
ago and had spent thousands of 
pounds renovating it, but his 


girlfriend left before he came 
out of prison. 

Sylvia Pearce, a neighbour, 
said: “They were nun neigh- 
bours. I'm not surprised some- 
thing like this should happen. 


up and people visiting at all 
hours.” 

Rolfe, 26, from Grays, came 
from a violent background. Ac- 


cording to a police source yes- 
terday his father was convicted 


of manslaughter in 1978 for an 
axe attack on his mother from 
which she later died 

Outwardly he was a devoted 
family man and had lived with 
his girlfriend Donna Jaggets, 26, 
for seven years. The couple 
have a six-year-old daughter. 

TUcker, 38, had recently 
moved to a large house in the 
village of Ribbing, near Basil- 
don. He was not well known by 
neighbours, one of whom said: 
“He looked a tough nut and I 
kept well away." 

The village is full ofmock- 
Tbdpr windows and bungalows 
that would not look out of 
- place on foe Costa Del SoL It 
was the sort of lifestyle to which 
TUcker aspired. 

He got a whiff of that life 
through his friendship with the 
boxing champion Nigel Be on. 
for whom he had acted as a 
minder at big fights. 

To finance such a life, the 
three started dealing whole- 
sale in drugs. They were mur- 
dered in Rolfe’s Range Rover 
in a muddy lane. It was a 
violent end to a tacky dream. 


m 



Blasted to death: Anthony Tucker, left, and Craig Rolfe 


Give the joy 


of choosin 



a This yieai; give them the joy of 
choosing their own presents with National 
Garden Gift Tokens. 

Easy to post, the colourful £1 to £20 
tokens can be bought and exchanged fora 
huge variety of plants, and other gardening 
items at most Garden Centres, Garden Shops 
and Nurseries right across die UK. 

So give real joy this Christmas, give the 
gift that grows. 




National Garden 
Gift Tokens 


Issued oojy by members of the 
HonicukunLl Trades Association 
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Speaker accused: Sir Marcus 
Fox to discuss complaints of bias 




km. vv 






- V-s3 





DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Sir Marcus Fox, chairman of the 
1922 co mmit t e e, is expected to 
seek an informal meeting with 
the Speaker, Betty Boothroyd, 
to discuss complaints by some 
■RwyMPs that she has been high 
handed in some of her dealings 
. with them. 

Ms Boothroyd began a long 
weekend away yesterday after 
one of the more turbulent weeks 
in her five-year tenure of the 
Speaker's C hair - by all ac- 
counts in no mood to be "pushed 
around" by some of her more 
strident critics on the Tory back- 
benches. 

A senior Tory backbencher 
yesterday confirmed in the wake 
of a meeting of the 1922 execu- 
tive on Thursday that Sir Mar- 
cus was likely to seek a “quiet 
chat" with the Speaker to discuss 
the criticisms. A robust Ms 
Boothrqyd effectively challenged 
her critics on Thursday, to put 
down a motion against her if they 
wished and proved it would be 
“debated immediately". . 

But there were growing signs 
that party business managers 
and many Tbiy MPs are waxy of 
joining a campaign of criticism 
by a small and vociferous group 
in the party - among them Alan 
Duncan, MP for Rutland and 
Melton, and a parliamentary 
aide to Brian Mawhinncy, the 
Conservative Party chairman. 

And parliamentary support- 
ers of the Speaker- who enjoys 
a legendary level of popularity 
by the standards of other politi- 
cians in the country at large - 
strongly refute suggestions that 
as a former Labour MPshe has 
been biased against the gov- 
ernment benches in her rulings. 

A widely publicised tally of. 






Betty Boothrqyd: In no mood 
to be "pushed around" . 


complaints against the Speaker 
yesterday included claims that 
she had been wrong to ciit off 
an intervention by Douglas 
Hurd, the former Foreign Sec- 
retary; that she unnecessarily re- 
buked Rod Richards. Welsh 
Undersecretary for his criti- 
cism of Tony Blair for sending 
his son to a grant-maintained 
school; and that she refused to 
condemn alleged “bully boy" 
tactics by Labour whips against 
Labour rebels in this week's vote 
' on the Budget resolutions. 

But her supporters counter 
with an equally detailed list of 
cases in which she has come 
down on heavily on Labour MPs 
. - pointing out that theonh^Mft 
she has barred from the Cham- 
ber have been non-Tbries: Den- 
nis Skinner (Labour, twice); 
Dale' Campbell -Savours 

(Labour, twice) and Ian Paisley 
(DUP. once) 

They strongly counter claims 
* that she was unfair to Mr Hurd 
after Michael Howard's state- 
ment on asylum on 20 Novem- 
ber by reminding him that be 
should, be asking questions 
rather than making a state- 
ment The suggestion that she 
showed more indulgence to Sir 
David Steel on the same day is 
countered by the argument that 
Sir David did indeed, ask a 
series of questions in his inter- 
vention. 

Ms Boothroyd was also 
ahiupt in cutting in on the 
Labour MP Kara Khabra in the 
same sitting, interrupting him 
after only 25 words of an in- 
tervention to say: “Order. This 
is a time for questions.” 
Hansard then records the fol- 
lowing brisk exchange:- Mr 
Khabrar"! will go onto a ques- 
tion." Madam Speaker “No, we 
don’t go onto que$tions.We be- 
gin with questions." ■ 

• Recently she has taken a 
tough line with an intervention 
by Dennis Skinner in Treasury 
Questions; and with the Labour 
backbencher Angela Eagle af- 
ter a statement on the Nation- 
: al Blood Service. 

— The likely encounter between 
Sir Marcus and Ms Boothroyd 
may not be quite the frosty af- 
fair some of the Speaker’s more 
. active! critics would like. The two 
MPS have known each other 
since their ‘Yorkshire childhood, . 
went to school together al East - 

borough* and even attended 
DewsbuiVs Vivienne School of 
Dancing at the same time. 




A prince's chariot: The 1978 Aston Martin V8 Vantage Vofante, which is expected to top £100,000 at auction this month^ photograph: Edward^Syhes 
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rrris end' Conditions or 

can be found in d 


JOHN McKJE 

It has one careful owner. 46.1X10 
miles on the clock and will be 
sold on 11 December. But be- 
fore any parents gel any Christ- 
mas present ideas for the 
first-time driver, they should 
bear in mind (hat the car is an 


Aston Martin VS Vantage 
Volanfe and (hat (he previous 
owner is the Prince of Wales. 

The Prince has donated the 
Aston Martin, one of only 22 in 
the world, to a Sotheby's auc- 
tion, with ail proceeds going to 
the Princes Charities Trust. 
The 400 horsepower I5firaph 


racing green car wj> originally 
completed in I °S6 at the Aston 
Martin headquarter* in Buck- 
inghamshire to "the Prince >it 
Wales's specification". 

It features extra sound- 
proofing and a jar in which 
H RH kept sugar lumps to gi\ e 
as treats to his ponies, ft is ex- 


pected l" fetch between 
‘ in and i f in .000 in the 
auction of classic car* and 
moii Tcwl-Sai the RAF Muse- 
um in Hendon, north London. 
* *n u and 1 1 Deeemher. 

The auction also features 
•a hat is expected in be the most 
expenshe motorcycle etersold. 


The MV Augusta 5O0/4 was 
ridden to Grand Priv victory by 
John Surtees. a> well ;u> Gary 
Hocking. John Hanle :ind Mike 
Hailwood, and is one of the 
most successful machines ever. 
Sotheby's expect it to realise at 
least fJt'lCUHXl. more than dou- 
ble the WI.OfKl world record. 


careers 

advice 

‘poor’ 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Careers education and guidance 
is poor in one out of three 
schools, according to a re- 
port from inspectors published 

yesterday. 

A minority of schools is ig- 
noring pupils' interests and try- 
ing to*"] persuade them to stay on 
in the sixth form when they 
would be bcUer off elsewhere, 
the report from the Office for 
Standards- in Education says. 

It says the need for schools to 
market themselves because they 
get money for each sixth-former 
means » »mc are not offering im- 
partial advice: "In about a quar- 
ter of the sehools with sixth 
forms, there were unresolved 
tensions as to how far students 
should he encouraged to go jnd 
sec for themselves what was on 
offer elsewhere." Those that 
were open and even-handed 
about careers advice did not suf- 
fer from an e\*idus of pupils. 

The survey. based on II? 
school inspections and evidence 
gathered from a I u niter 72 
sehools. found students were not 
grx'en enough information to 
decide w helher they were suit- 
ed to A-levcl ur advanced 
vocational courses (GNVOsi. 
□A Sit no. of Carvers Ethical ion 
and Guidance in Schools: 

HMSO: £3.05. 
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Judge rejects 
claim that 
rail sell-off 
is unlawful 


The new evangelism: ‘Captain Bible must use Scripture to destroy the Dome of Darkness* 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Rail campaigners will go to the 
Court of Appeal on Monday in 
a last-ditch attempt to stop the 
raQ privatisation process, after 
a judge rated against Ibem in the 
High Court yesterday. 

In a forthright judgment, Mr 
Justice Macpherson rejected 
the campaigners’ claims that the 
franchise director, Roger 
Salmon, had been wrong to set 
minimum standards of service 
for private operators which are 
well below those at present run 
by British Rail. 

The case for judicial review 
was brought by the anti- 
privatisation group Save Our 
Railways, which argued that 
“Passengers Service Require- 
ments” that set the minimum 
level of service for operators un- 
der the new structure for the pri- 
vatised railways allowed for 
substantial cuts in services. The 
campaigners argued that this 
was unlawful because Mr 
Salmon is supposed to bave 
based his requirements on the 
existing timetable. 

The judge, however, accept- 
ed the arguments of counsel for 
the franchise director, who said 
that the word “based” did not 
mean “the same as". 

The judge stressed that the 
PSRs are not the ultimate 
timetable. They are sipposed to 
allow a certain amount of flex- 
ibility for operators to run com- 
mercially profitable services at 
times and frequencies which 
they choose. 

The judge ruled that he was 
unable to say that Mr Salmon 
had acted either “perversely, ir- 
rationally or unfairly”, which 
were the only types of behaviour 
the court was able to declare 
were unlawful. 

Indeed, the judge was criti- 
cal of Save Our Railways for 
having brought the case, argu- 
ing that ‘too many cases come 
to this court which have no place 
here”. He said: “The director 
and staff have indeed based 
themselves on current levels of 


service. Evidence shows the di- 
rector used the timetables as a 
starting point and that was 
what he was enjoined to do." 
Consequently, the judge re- 
jected Save Our Railways' ap- 
plication for leave to appeal but 
the campaigner said they would 
apply to the Court of Appeal on 
Monday. 

Jimmy Knapp, leader of the 
RMT rail workers’ union, which 
is part of the Save Our Railways 
campaign, said: “Privatisation 
will lead to major cuts in ser- 
vices. We won the transport ar- 
gument but lost the legal one.” 

Labour's transport spokes- 
woman, Clare Short, said: “This 
result is very disappointing for 
Britain’s rail users as it allows 
the Government and private op- 
erators to go ahead and cut rail, 
services after privatisation." 

Ms Short said it was notable 
that the judge emphasised how 
he did not want to interfere in 
political decisions, but did not 
state that the cuts to services 
were reasonable or desirable. 

The failure of the case opens 
the way for Mr Salmon to an- 
nounce the winners of the fran- 
chises for two of the first three 
lines on Tuesday, -which are 
likely to be the management 
buy-out team for the London, 
Tilbury and Southend line, and 
Stagecoach for South West 
Trains. The winning bidder for 
the third line, Great Western 
Railway, which is also likely to 
go to the management buy-out 
team, will be announced a few 
days later. 

Nick Newton, the assistant 
franchise director, said: “Ws will 
press on with the franchising 
process. The judge recognised 
that we are safeguarding vul- 
nerable services, while allowing 
operators to run commercially 
profitable services.” • 

Sir George Young, the Sec- 
retary of State for Transport, 
said: “1 welcome the decision to 
allow the franchising director to 
proceed with the first tranche 
of franchises and look forward 
to his announcement of their 
award soon.” 
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All together now: Followers of Rodney Howard-Browne are carried away on a wave of emotion, while the excitement is dearly too much for some (below) Photograph: Philip Meech 
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Praying all the way to the bank 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs 
Correspondent 

“Amen, praise God, hallelujah, 
make your cheques payable to 
Rerival Ministries Internation- 
al!" cries the South African 
evangelist Rodney Howard- 
Browne, who has been at 
Olympia, in London, this week. 

He preaches the “health and 
wealth” doctrines- you give to 
him and God will give to you - 

discredited among mainstream 
evangelicals. But he is credited 
with being the man who 
brought the “Tbronto Bless- 


ing” to Tbronto. A wave of ex- 
citement has passed from 
Tbronto to more than 2,000 
Rririth churches, and is char- 
acterised by uncontrollable gig- 
gling on the part of the blessed, 
who consider it a sign of the 
Holy Spirit’s presence. 

The blessing is controversial 
among evangelicals, some of 
whom believe that God would 
never make his followers do 
anything so undignified, but 
Howard-Browne himself is 
more controversial stflL 

Visitors to his show are asked 
to register, “for security pur- 
poses", to weed out demon- 


strators and the press. Inside, I 
was handed a copy of the mail- 
order catalogue for the Kens- 
ington Tfemple, one of the 
largest pentecostal churches in 
Britain, offering fundamental- 
ist computer games - “Help 
■ Captain Bible as he gets sent to 
destroy the Dome of Dark- 
ness. Armed with his comput- 
er bide, Captain Bible must find 
his way through seven levels of 
action adventure and apply 
Scripture to destroy the forces 
of deception” 
Howard-Browne himself, a 
burly, vulpine man, moved 
seamlessly from prayer straight 


into the appeal for money. 
Whstepaper baskets were 
passed around the crowd as he 
told stories of his poverty- 
stricken time in South Africa, 
when be could only afford a 
broken-down Mercedes. 

He asked those who could 
not write cheques to give cash. 
Those with no cash could fill out 
“pledge forms”, promising to 
send him sums of money later. 
“My God win liberally supply 
yourevety need. If it worked fa- 
me, it can work for you." 

I could bear no more. I filled 
out a pledge card ill the name 
of Jenny Rous-Twytte and left 
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Blair rounds on Labour soothes business fears over tax 

M" ': Y + JOHN ARUDGE 

m/I « . . _ _ — ^ Scotland Correspondent 

-i. i i n fjvid* ™ y ^ m ° ved 10 

•'. . - - - “ m ■ ™ XjF ▼ V/ J economic fears over Labour’s 

• - ■ - _ . U ■ OlanS for constitutional re fnrm 


JOHN RENlpUL - ' 

Political Coiresfibrident ".. 

Tony Blair, theLabour leader, 
made an unusually strongly 
worded attack “yesterday on 
Brian Mawhinney, the Gonser-' 


him of running a prona panda 
TJe Machine**. 

After the coDapse of three 
Tory public relations offensives 
in a week, Mr Blair told a Scot- 
tish .Labour Party dinner in 
Glasgow. “The Tbry Lie Ma-. 
chine ;bas moved up a gear as the 
election nears. They win smear, 
as they ahways do, and lie and 
cheat andrspeod vast otms on 
untruthful propaganda.” •• 

He cited Conservative Cen- 
tral Office’s role in -using sen- 
sitive Home Office information, 
about individual asylum appli- 
cations, in pohljc&ing an opt-out 
ballot at a school in his own ‘ 
constituency against the wishes 
of the headteacher, and in plac- 
ing a story which the Lord 


Chancellor, Lord Mackay of 
Cbshfem, was forced to deny. 
; Donald Dews, the Opposi- 
tion chief whip, has written to 
•Mr Maarfimney asking about the 
ri>Je in these cases of SbeDa 
Gunn, the new Tbry press offi- 
cer. Ms Gtnm was appointed by 
Mr Mawhiimey, who became 
chairman in July. Mr Dewar 
asked: “Are these people mere- 
ly incompetent, or malicious, or 
ts it simply that they are out of 
control?" 

Mr Blair’s speech last night 
broadened the attack accusing 
Mr Mawhinney of “reducing 
government to an extension of 
- Central . Office . . . It’s propa- 
ganda first, second and third, 
the national interest last. Lie 
about Labour, fie about the past 
he about the future.” 

He accused Michael Forsyth, 
Secretary of State for Scot- 
land; of lying about Labour's 
ytartan tax” plan to give a Scot- 
tish parliament power to raise 
or lower income tax by up to 3p 


PR campaign 


“Sheila Gunn takes risks she 
shouldn’t take, but the respon- 
sibility ties with Brian Mawhia- 
ney." was the judgement, of 
one observer yesterday, writes 
John RentouL 

She is well-Hked among 
Westminster journalists, having . 
been one herself until she was 
appointed senior press officer 
at Conservative Central Office 
at tbe beginning of last month. 
But die has a p p e ar ed loo eager 
to carry out tne Tory chairman’s 
ruthless canqtajgn to match 
Labour's slick public relations. 

A secretary on the 76ney- 
news desk in the 1970$, she be^ 
came a parliamentary reporter, : 
editor erf the Times Diary and 
then a pcrijticalcoprespondent. : 
She shot to ’ 
fame as . the 
third of five girl- 
friends- • of 
Steven Norris^ 


h.wifMY J 


do on the Bill. Their aim is to 
stir up public pressure by using 
certain information to contin- 
ually put cases , before the 
public,” he said. 


wife, were re- 
vealed in the 


rooted the complaints of the 
headteacher of a school in Tony 
Blair's constituency, who said lo- 
cal Labour activists had “in- 
timidated and misled’' parents 
in the ballot to convert to grant- 
‘ maintained status which tbe 
headteacher lost this week. The 
story first appeared in the Sun- 
day Ezp/vsr. on 26 November and 

was then 1 used in the Commons 
to tiy to embarrass the Labour 
leader by Sir Fergus Mont- 
gomery (C, . Altrincham and 
Sate) and Tim Devlin (C, Stodc- 
* ■ ton S;. It was 

the front-page 
lead in Wed- 
nesday's Da&ty 


Gillian Shep- 
hard,' the Secre- 
tary of State for 
Education, then 
ordered an in- 
vestigation into 
the claims, -and 
her depart- 
ment's press re- 
lease was faxed 




On her ar- 

rival at Central '-JHH fay then the bead 

Office, she had decided he 

immediately did not want any 

made a diner- Gunn: DM not stem mishaps further action 
ence. Forayear, . . ... taken. He said: 

officers had been "Tbny Blair is an honourable 


Labour rivals. - who regularly 
toured the new^taper offices 
behind the Commons press 
gallery. From her first day. Miss 
Gunn was 4i regular presence. 
But the Tbries* problem of 
pmhing'pooriychai»d stories 
(fid not imjnpve. Just this" week, 
three stories' emanating from 
Central :<MSceTiave bkiwnup 
in the lbries’ fates. 

On Tuesday, Miss Gunn’s 
use of Home Office irrforrnatkm 
became the subject of a front- 
page story in the GuanSan, 
which claimed she had given 
journalists confidential infor- 
mation about the case of a 
Nigerian seeking asyium, Abso- . 
dun Igbindu, who has beenln 
detention since June. 

Doug Henderson, Labour's 
■ spokesman, ac- 




: r-» >.-i ■ r«i » ittttji rm r«xv>( i ■ 


ft. I will be voting for him a t tbe 
next election. Ifs wrong for the 
Tories to drag him into iL” 

On Thursday came the worst 
mishap so far. A front-page sto- 
ry, again in the Tilejpyph, re- 
ported a speech to be given that 
night, by the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Mackay of Clashfem, 
warning the judges “not to 
. overstep their powers” fry in- 
terfering in political decisions. 

Thai afternoon Lord Mack- 
ay issued an unprecedented 
denial insis ting not only that he 
- was not giving a speech that 
night but that he did not hold 
the views attributed to him. 

. It quickly emerged that the 
Tdegwph story was written on 
tbe baas of a briefing by Miss 
■ Gunnvwho in turn was quoting 
from a draft of a speech which 


underhand tactics to get the 
Asylum and Immigration Bill 
through the Commons. “It is 
outrageous and probably a fore^ 
taste of what they arc going to 




ministers. The assumption was 
that Mr. Mawhinney had decid- 
ed this would be a good story 
and asked Miss Gunn to pot it 
out with some “top-spin ^ on it. 


for rising crime 


JOHN RENTOUL 

A right-wing Conservative MP 
blamed “liberal, sociahst- 
minded judges and magistrates" 
for rising crane levels yesterday 
and calted for the return of 
national service and.tbe birch. 

David Evan^MP for Welwyn 
and Hatfield and John Red-' 
wood’s campaign manager in 
this year's Tory leadership elec- 
tion, complained that soroe oi. 

the judiciary was suffering from 

“mad judge disease". 

• He also suggested, in a de- 
bate on crime, that judges 

should be paid a percentage of 

the fines they imposed to en- 


couragethem to give sentences 
“that fit the crane”. He de- 
manded the castration of 
rapists. And he said it might be 
a good idea to double tbe £10 
Christmas bonus forpenskmers 
if they protected then 1 property 


in deterring criminals. “One 
-more scumbag behind bars is 
on* iessrampaging around the 
streets." 

; He called for measures to 
tackle “pathetic parents" who 
cannot control their children. If 

«- ■ ,lir mrmlc did 


work “we could piit them be- 
hind bars with their children." 


in the pound. “Tartan taxes are 
scare stories. Tbty taxes are all 
too real. Our devolved parlia- 
ment will not lax anyone unless 
the people of Scotland vote for 
it. Nobody voted for 20 new 
Tory taxes in 1992 but they got 
them just the same. They tied 

about their lax plans then. They 
are lying about our tax plans 
now,” he said. 

Mr Forsyth fought back yes- 
terday, saying Mr Blair had no 
credibility with his “pathetic as- 
sertion that be would create a 
power to raise a tartan lax but 
Ibat it might not be used and 
that we must await a manifesto 
to find out". 

Mr Blair also linked Mr 
Mawhinney to lory complaints 
that Betty Boolhroyd, the 
Speaker of the Commons, was 
biased towards Labour. Alan 
Duncan (C, Rutland), Mr 
Mawhmney's parliamentary pri- 
vate secretary, was reported to 
be keeping a record of incidents 
of alleged bias. 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

Tony Blair moved to tackle 
economic fears over Labour’s 
plans for constitutional reform 
yesterday when he told Scottish 
business leaden lhat he had “no 
plans” to increase income tax 
north of tbe border. 

The Labour leader reaf- 
firmed his commitment to leg- 
islate for a Scottish parliament 
with revenue-raising powers in 
the first year of government. But 
he dismissed as “lies" Toiy 
claims that the parliament 
would impose a “tartan lax”. 
“Tbe Labour ftrty has no plans 
to raise tax whether in Scotland 
or elsewhere." he said. 

Addressing 500 senior busi- 
nessmen and women in Edin- 
burgh, Mr Blair said Labour's 
proposed parliament would 
have the power to raise in- 
come lax north of the border by 
up to 3 pence in the pound, ft 
would be up to tbe Scottish 
Labour Party to draw up 
Labour's manifesto for elections 
to the new body but, he went on. 
the party as a whole had no 
plans to increase lax rates. 

George Robertson. Labour's 
spokesman on Scottish affairs, 
who leads the Scottish party, 
strongly hinted that he would 
oppose tax-raising policies. 
“Any decision on Lax would be 
taken with great prudence and 
care. It may be that we deride 



Business matters: Tony Blair, Labour's leader, after addressing the C8I in Edinburgh yesterday Photograph: Colin McPherson 


to live within the existing 
assigned budgets." he said. 

Mr Blair's comments came 
after some of Scotland's lead- 
ing employers - including Scot- 
tish and Newcastle, ihe brewing 
and leisure giant, and Weir 
Group engineers - called on 


Labour to abandon its devolu- 
tion plans. Many industrialists 
fear that Labour politicians 
would use the proposed par- 
liament's tax-raising powers, 
forcing up wage demands, fu- 
elling inflation and discourag- 
ins inward investment. 


Mr Blair insisted that their 
fears were unfounded. He was 
determined to initiate an “in- 
formed debate" on devolution. 
The more the policy was dis- 
cussed, the more business would 
realise that it represented an 
“opportunity and not a threat". 


A parliament would bring 
business closer to the country's 
decision-makers, he said, pledg- 
ing that a Scottish parliament 
would not be able to change Lhe 
business climate by varying cor- 
poration tax, or changing any 
reguiaiojy regime in any sector. 
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January IsL We’re keen to keep our customers happy all year round, which 
is why we were the first to cut our mortgage rate. 


andjov. of our range of discounts which also come with a free valuation worth as* 

, from much as £405* If you'd like any further details, just call into your local branch 

, which or phone us free on 0800 10 II 10 and we'll send you an information pack. 

With news like this, our customers should be able to look forward to a 


But even if you haven’t got a Halifax mortgage, you can take advantage more prosperous New Year. 


HALIFAX 


Imp: •www.ljalifax.co.uk. 


Get a little extra help. 


(CWtCBTGACt YHWaLI BASE RATE tfTECTM nCM 01 01 96 KJfi EXETffC Hftlfl* K 
Mlt PEBOT. VI TOCUCn WD OTHEfl OffiDRS KX BJWCT 10 WAHWS.ITY MjUM 
HWMJT WRlwamKNT NET OF 3B RE1® or 36. UONIHLV 
ASSUWGOWrlWlW 16.0136. UMHi ASSLOffS* RATE Cf l WUHtfR N* 
fKHJUU FIRMWnMCE APPU^TEM, RE££KD CM OR AfTEH X> 1 1 95 PflWDOJ C0< 
MOfiTBKEMCCUtt THE SOOETfS *M«LE HtWGMt BASE RNt WUAmyWM 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

HAUFW BUILDING SOCIETY REPRESENTS ONLY the HALIFAX FINANCIAL SERVICES MARKETING GROUP {WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY) FOR LIFE ASSURANCE. PENSIONS AND UNIT TRUSTS. 
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news 


Hospitals face 


Last orders: Hie Lion, closed in 1965 and now renovated-as a home, opens just one mor e tim e 


casualty attack 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 
and PATRICK BUTLER 


Fierce criticism of hospital ac- 
cident and emergency depart- 
ments, in the face of mounting 
pressures and growing staff 
shortages, is on the wav from the 
Audit Commission. 

A leak to the Health Service 
Journal of the commission's 
draft report on NHS casualty 
departments shows that most 
are having difficulty in attract- 
ing enough doctors of all ranks, 
from consultants to juniors. 


Meanwhile, swift emergency 
mission is proving more dif- 


admission is proving more dif- 
ficult to achieve at many hos- 
pitals. An increasing proportion 
of patients in many A &. E de- 
partments are acutely ill, but 
many arc treated by unsuper- 
vised and inexperienced doctors. 

If the number of emergency 
admissions continues to rise, 
log-jams of patients blocking cu- 
bicles and spilling into corridors 


will become an Increasing prob- 
lem, affecting not only the 
speed with which patients are 
seen, but their quality of care, 
the draft report says. 

It recommends a complex se- 
ries of measures, including 
training nurses to handle less 
serious cases and using a wider 
range of skills, from suturing 
wounds and applying plaster of 
Paris to defibnUating patients 
after heart attacks. 

The study also criticises the 
Patient’s Charter standard that 
patients must be assessed with- 
in five minutes of arrival. With 
few exceptions, the commission 
found, those units that had 
the best rating for assessing pa- 
' tients quickly were in fact the 
slowest for actually treating 


and discharging them. 
The draft, due for i 


The draft, due for revision 
and publication next year, says 
that the charter has forced 
changes in the way the depart- 
ments operate which have 


not always been to the patient's 
advantage. 

Widespread variations were 
found in the time it took 
patients to be treated in the 220 
A & E departments in England 
and Wales. At one, 95 per 
cent of patients were seen by a 
doctor within one hour, at 
another, only 32 per cent 

The number of consultant ac- 
cident specialists has doubled in 
the past 15 years, but while some 
hospitals have three consul- 
tants, others have only one. 
Shorter junior doctor hours, 
more telescoped training, the 
removal of the requirement 
that all trainee surgeons must 
do a spell in casually, and com- 
petition from other specialities 
meant that half of hospitals had 
too few doctors. A rise of a 
quarter in junior grades and 43 
per cent in middle grade doc- 
tors is needed to meet staffing 
needs.That is unlikely to hap- 
pen, the commission believes. 
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Times past Carol Hibberd watches John Ratcliffe, right, mid a workman adjust the sign at The lion, Monks Eleigh, yesterday Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 
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MayDe you don't need new carpots throughout 
Or a complete change of curtains. Or the 
instalments on the car paying a if. Or a 
completely resedptured garden. Or a three- 
week dream holiday for two. 

In which case., our handsome offer is clearly- 
not for you. 

For the less solvent, though, it works i-ke this. 

Take out an Alliance & Leicester Cashback 
Mortgage and vje’ii give you a cheque worth 
4w of your new loon. 


in ro figures, it coWG amount to as much 
53 L 5,000. 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


The. t's t h e g o o d r.e w s . M c w for still bettor n u w 

Cur otter applies to everyone, 'whether yo-.i a-f 
novir.o, buying for the first time, or sun ply- 
wanting to switch to A!! limes 5. Leicester f- on- 
your current lender 

To fine! out more , y on h a >s C r ' ! y • o •/ i s s t y o :. ; r 
local braricn of Ah ’g nee & Leicester or caii us 
fr« on OSGC! 412 214. 

£ 6,000 csvs you w i i ! . 


"•* : Jt'ti « r. ia .1C ,aa.*iif a«n cashback mortgage is w available to Mfn mi ramus Du EAi&tma Baiuiamm uniiio hm mi caehbacx is pamiie AFTER cournnow o* yoim mortgage Ha arrangement hi a »nui in ujficr.w mi unua nortorgc, 

f. * will Still INCUR iOMl LCOAi AMD HlUAHON COKIS INt CRMBACA Will. H c 1}U*L !Q « W Wl MOUNT •ONHOrtlD IW IO • ¥ *1 1 HUN Of IS.tM TNI Nil VALUAtlON OTTER IS ONLY AVAILABLE ON UQBTOAGE AREuCaTIOMI «ECf rvfo BETWEEN END n CTO Ml, ANIi ||TH 

ri .*»»»■ •!«» ’-I latuanan mint 13 limited to the >Aiut at the society's Oman r Mtumot and is rr'aile after hmblettOn at vou* mortgage to ouaufv to* * miuanoH refund. the society must choose and ivsmucr the valuer the valuation refund wfe» 

l a**;- ST u!ED IB CONJUNCTION with ANY OTHER VALUATION Pl MIND OfBERS CULL WAILS W ILhilBltTV ABO IXCtUSlONS REORRDIHC THf »*rr IfHf MRLUYHINT COVER AM AVAILABLE M TOUR LOCAL 0 RAUCH THE rwt UMEMrtOTMENT tflit IS ONLY AUAi. .M. If) MIH BORROWERS 
•>* 1 ,,>c Il'iTOMIRS MOVING HOWr WHO AMI* REFER MTh OCrORER mi AM COMPUTE THEIR MORTOMI MF0RE IIST OCCEMBIR IBBA II «OU WRMT TO RAP RACl *U OR PART OF V«MJR HMTCaOE WITHIN THE MUST i TEARS. A FIE MAT BE EMMIU THIS Will BE OH ARCED AT m 

6 *: v. "»T|BI Jl IAT THE .UCIIT* S SASIC VAIUABU «AFII IN THE FIRST I *f ARJ. AND • MONTH* IN TEAM J AHP * *HIS f*T*A FOMENT ONLY APPUES TO THE CASH (ACL MORTGAGE DESCRrStO IN TR« ADVERTISEMENT. if YOU 00 N0T MIH TO IAt£ ON THIS KIND OF ORLHIATlGN 
,PV MAP PAlFER CUR BASIC VARIABLE RATE MOATIMQE WITHOUT A CASHBACK TOUR HOME 15 MCUBITT FDR ENT LOAM AMD MUST BE ADEQUATELY IHSUBEO LOAMS AM SUBJECT TO STATUS AMD VALUATION AND ARE ONI* AVAILABLE TO RfOHtf AQED IB OB OVER. WRITTEN OUOTATIOMS 
AlA'lLBLI UN RICHEST TOR LOAMS IRCEEDINll ?!% Ot lilt PURCHASE PRICE OR VALUATION IWHICHCTEB li THE LOWIDi A MORTGAGE tNOdlNlTv MUfY WILL BE BIOUIBID. MORIDADEA Ml RESTRICTED TO Ml OF THF PUB CHARE PRIClmALUAIlilH 1 WHICHEVER 18 THE LOWERl fULL BfTAILC 
”HF CACHDACl MORTGAGE ARf AWLABtt Af TOUR LOCAL ALLIANCE A UICESIER BRANCH THE CASMBAO MAT BE SUSIE CT YD CAPITAL CAINS TAB PLEASE CONTACT A MU(Ul«NU AOIRBER OR THE INLAND REVENUE ION ADVICE AlllAHCt » LEICESTER BUILtHHC SOCIETY HOVE 
lOMtH.r.TRallON HOvI PARI HOVE EAST SilOSE I SHI »AS RMUstHTAUVE ONLY Ol THE 1C0T V '*M AMICABLE MARKETING GROUP WHIC" IS RtGULATID BY IN* PERSONAL MVICTUEH: AUTHOR I TV FOB Ufl ASSURANCE. PElvSfOHa AMD INVESTMENT 1 UBINI 39 NOVEMDEB mi 


AILIANCE A LEICESTER tuiLbixq S9CJITV 


Y0UB HOME )S AT RISK IF YOU DO KBT KCFP OP REPAYMENf Oil A* MF0ST0AGE OR..OTH tR lOAIf 
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Pub-for-a-day 
femily pulls 
pints for locals 


CLARE GARNER 


It's open house but not on the 
house at The Lion, in Monks 
Eleigh, Suffolk, today. For the 
owners have decided to re- 
open the pub that has been 
closed since 1965 for just one 
- day before moving into what is 
to be their family home. 

Customers wfll be drinking 
bitter at £1 50 not 9p a pint, but 
beyond such inevitable incon- 
astendes, John Ratctiffc and his 
wife, Carol Hibberd, 39, have 
done their best to recreate the 
atmosphere of yesteryear. 

Mr Ratdiffe, 38, a joiner, has 
built a bar and planted some 
pub pews in the room which was 
once the saloon but is now 
their sitting-room. Other props 
include die original pub sign, a 
darts board, two Jog firm, and 
a live folk band for the evening. 
But this local wflinot last long. 
Come 11pm, orders will be the 
vmyjasL 

nice to entertain foe idea 
of running a pub, but person- 


Lion in 1942. It was a big, de- 
cent pub with a social dub up- 
stairs,” he said. 

“We used to go round aD the 
pubs in the village, going from 
one to the next Wfe used to have 
a sing-song but there is none of 
that now. All there is this here 
disoo -a lot of rubbish. Most of 
the people who used to go there 


wfllprobably be dead now, but 
I will be going down there " 


When the family bought the 
Grade H listed building two 
years ago it was “a bit of an 
eyesore”.' Now it is a six.- 
bedroom home for the couple, 
and their four children, Ashley, 
13, Melanie, 11, Tbm, 5, and 
Lacy, 1 

At one time there were four 
pubs in Monks Eleigh, of which 
only The Bull and The Swan sur- 
vive. “In 1965 a huge rambling 
pub was seen - as a liability by a 
brewery but now The Lion, 
withufa-Hver frontage and acre 
and ahatfofland would be seen 
as an asset,” Mr Ratdiffe sakL 


ally the practicalities don’t ap- 
peal. I luce going to pubs but 1 


Pub of the Year 


also like to come home at the 
end of the night,” Mr Ratdiffe, 

I who has been granted a 12rhcrar 
“occasion” licence, said- 
“It was a pub until 1965 and 
hasn’t been lived in since 1968; 
so really peopte remember it last 
as a pub. It seemed appropri- 
ate to give it another chance to 
live as a pub. Apart from that 
it's an excuse for a party and 
gives people in the village who 
have seen the renovation work 
going on over the last couple of 
years a chance to came and have 
a look in the house.” 

One villager who intends to 
drop in- for a drink is Arthur 
Mayes, 76, a retired farm work- 
er. Tve been around in the vil- 
lage all my life. 1 drank in The 


. 

' .- ' _ -• -.'I, 


... 



Milky Bar Kid 
spared custody 


A 15-year-oJd arsonist who 
caused £500J900 of damage on 
an industrial estate was given a 
“rare opportunity” and placed 
on a £1 ,000-a-day youth pro- 
gramme at the Old Bailey today 
- instead of being given a term 
in custody. 

The me at Walthamstow, 
east London, resulted in enor- 
mous damage and job loss 
which was “due to your foolish 
and mischievous conduct”, the 
Recorder of London, Sir 
Lawrence Vemey, told the 
teenager, who is just over 4ft tall 
and bespectacled with red hair, 
and appeared in court wearing 
an anorak. 

The judge went on; “I Urinfcr 


yon are sorry for what you did, 

but I want to make it dear that 


in the ordinary course the ap- 
propriate sentence would be 


propriate sentence would oe 
custody for a substantial 
period. 

“An alternative has been pot 
before the court which I believe 
it ought to adopt It is a rare 


opportunity which will help 
you not only in relation to this 


matter, but for the rest of your 
life” 

The judge made a two-year 
supervision order after being 
told by the court youth worker 
Alan Doherty that the young- 
ster did not have the stature 
or emotion to be able to 
cope with being locked in an 
institution. 


‘Ifeac^likea 10- to 12-year- 
old and could not cope with the 


bullying,” Mr Doherty said. 
“He is a small young man who 
would find it physically and 
emotionally impossible to 
cope. He does not have the 
resources.” 

* Mr Doherty said the scheme 
the boy would start as part of 
his supervision order was ex- 
pensive, but would help his 
social development, boost 
his self-esteem and give him 
projects and practical work. 

The teenager, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, had 
admitted arson. 

The boy - dubbed The Milky 
Bar Kid by outsiders because of 
his size — had set fire to some 
waste materia] in a stairwell of 
a clothing company on the in- 
dustrial estate, and the blaze 
had spread rapidly, burning 
down other units on the site, 
John Ryder, prosecuting, had 
told the court 

Hundreds of people were 
forced to flee. Some found 
their exit impeded, and one man 
broke his leg when he had to 
jump from the first floor. 

A consultant psy chiatri st who 
examined the boy said she 
did not think it was his inten- 
tion to burn down property or 
endanger life. He had not re- 
alised what his actions, would 
cause. 

The teenager suffered a 
growth deficiency and had been 
bullied and intimidated in the 
past because of his height, die 
court was told. 
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Trevor Sedgbeer; who buried his 
bouse under a. mound of eartb 
in an attempt to circumvent 
planning officers, was jailed 
for three months at the High 
Court in London yesterday for 
contempt of "a court order to 
demolish it. 

Mr Sedgbeer insisted, that by 
removing die roof and top storey 
of the house at Stoke Gabriel, 
near Ibtnes in Devon, he had 
complied with an order to reduce 
it to the original ground level . 

But Mr Justice Sachs said that 
the farmer had been shown' 
considerable indulgence by the 
courts and South Ham*; District 
Council, and "The time has 
now come . . .for me to commit 
him to prison for three months.” 

Mr Sedgbeer, 47, said: “1 
don’t regret what I did. It just 
shows what I have said aD along 
- the courts are always on the 
side of the council. They seem 
to get away with whatever they 
like, which is all wrong.’’ 

He said he and his wife, Loret- 
ta, had spent more than £2,000 . 
fighting to overturn the council’s 
refusal of planning permission 
and said he would be appealing 
against the jail sentence. 

Mr Sedgbeer said that the 
house was at presents “kennel 
for the dogs". He and his 
family were living in Paignton. 

Geoffrey Stephenson, coun- 
sel for the local authority, had 
told the judge that in January 
1990 the council issued an en- 
forcement notice requiring re- 
moval of the building to ground 
level because it was built with- 
out consent. Back-dated con- 
sent was refused and in January 


1993 Mr Sedgbeer was 'fined 
£300 for breach of the 
enforcement notice. 

His continued refusal to pull 
down the house led to a series 
ofHigh Court hearings at which 
he was given more time to de- 
molish, c ulminatin g on 21 April 
this year in a three-month jail 
order, suspended as long as he 
got rid of the building by 8 May. 

On 9 May, a council en- 
forcement officer, Michael 
Huxtable, visited the site and 
found a mound of earth and sal- 
vage materials, but no sign of 
the house. He was convinced the 
house had been demolished, 
and reported so to the council. 

However, in October he re- 
visited (he site and discovered 
that the mound of earth covered 
the ground floor of the house. 

“Mr Sedgbeer had simply 
knocked off the top storey, left 
it as a bungalow, put soil on top 
and grassed it over,” Mr 


Stephenson said. 

■ He accused Mr 


- He accused Mr Sedgbeer pf 
“overt defiance” of the planning 
system, the local authority and 
court orders: “He engaged upon 
a deliberate deception of the 
council and the court . . . His 
contempt is obvious in both the 
legal sense and in the everyday 
meaning of the word.” 

In a written statement, Mr 
Sedgbeer said he and his wife 
had owned the land for 22 
years and lived on it for many 
years, with permission, m a 
mobile home. The house was 
originally a cow barn, he said, 
addmg that three other bams in 
the locality had been given 
consent for. conversion. 




“Our home has the support 
of the village and neighbouring 
. farmers and property owners," 
he said. 

Representing himself in 
court, he told the judge the 
mound of earth coincided with 
the original ground level before 
construction and as far as he was 
concerned he had complied 
with the enforcement notice. 

Bot the judge said this was 

obviously not true. In any case. ^ .. ..... 

he said, the latest court & •/ • ' - 

order required Mr Sedgbeer to ^ ■ ■■' ' ‘ 

demolish the whole building. '-?• "n*f- '■ z. '?w£ir '■* '■ T--‘ ■ f - ; -rr ~' ¥‘ • - - 

; Mr 

ordered to pay legal costs. Trouble spot: Trevor Sedgbeer with the home he reduced to ground level, instead of pulling it down as the council demanded Photograph: Ian Jackson 
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issue two-tone 
£2 coin in 1997 


A Continental-style two-tone £2 
coin is on the way— and the un- 
popular 50p piece is to lose 
weight and get a facelift, it was 
announced yesterday. 

The final design has not yet 
been decided, but the £2 coin 
will be two-tone, with a white 
centre. It will be bigger and 
heavier than the £1 coin, buf will' 
not weigh as much as two £1- 
coins together. 

The new 50p piece w0I.be a. 
smaller and lighter version of 
the existing seven-sided com . 
introduced in 1969. The modi- 
fications will bring the 50p com 
into line with the present Spann 
I Op pieces, both of which teve 
been made smaller and fighter 
in recent years. 

The Roval Mint would issue 
the new coins towards the end 
of 1997, the Chancellor, Ken- 
neth Clarke, announced in 
a Commons written reply 
yesterday. 

Commemorative £2 corns- 

have already been mime d to 
mark various occasions, in- 
cluding the 50th anniversary this 
year of the end of the Second 
World War. But the new com 
will be the first hew denomi- 
nation to go into general cir- 


culation since 1983. It will bear 
the Queen’s head on the front, 
while the design for the reverse 
will be selected by the Royal 
Mint Advisory Committee, 
which is headed by the Duke of 
Edinburgh- 

The decision to introduce the 
new coins follows a lengthy 
consultation exercise on the 
future of the UK’s small change 
involving the public and 1,000 
different organisations, includ- 
ing banks, the re t a il i ng and 
.vendingmdustries, the blind and 
the elderiy- 

: A spokeswoman for the Roy- 
al Mint said: “Broadly speaking 
■ people' were happy to see the 

50p reduced in size because it's 
quite a big coin. It does not fit 
in with existing coins any more. 

“Generally speaking there’s 
been a favourable reaction to- 
wards the smaller 50p coin and 
tile £2 one, although there are 
bound to be objections." 

A £2 coin was favoured 
above a note because of its dura- 
bility and cost. “A note of 
that value was not considered 
appropriate because it would 
be expensive. They do not 
last as long as coins,” the 

spokeswoman said. 
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Chtudonnoy 

Vm de pays £0c Core (3e la 
Cessans £3*25 


Bulgarian Reserve 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

£2-49 


Saindnuys..; 

Cava^ 

M99 £3-99 


Sainsbuni’s 

Navarra 

£-325 £ 2-25 


Piper-Heidsieck 
Champagne Brut 

£&99 £1499 


Save £1 Save £1 Save £1 


Save £1 Save £1 
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Cultural heritage: Sir David Puttnam at the forefront of successful campaign to protect old cinema from 'tacky’ development 




Thwarted: The supermodels (from left) Claudia SchHfer, EUe MacPherson, Naomi Campbell and Christy Turlington 

Celebration at reprieve for Rialto 


Cinematic vision: The Rialto Cinema, in Piccadilly, London, may yet have a future, if development cash is forthcoming 


VICKY WARD 

The film producer Sir David 
Puttnam rejoiced yesterday that 
the Rialto cinema, a Grade II 
listed cinema, built in 1913 bo 
Piccadilly, central London, had 
been spared the “tacky'’ interi- 
or design planned by the su- 
pennodels Naomi Campbell, 
Gaudia Sctriffer, EUe Macpher- 
son and Christy Turlington. 

“I am just delighted that 
there is a chance that it can still 
be used as a cinema,” he said. 
“I am very attached to it because 


my very first film, Melody, was 
premiered there in 1970.1 hope 
that somebody like Channel 4, 
which is now a distributor, can 
come in and use it" 

Sir David had first lent his 
support to the campaign to 
preserve the Rialto as a cinema 
during the summer, when the 
supermodels who founded New 
York’s Fashion Cafe decided it 
would be the perfect spot for a 
glitzy London version. 

They made a £25m bid to buy 
the premises, owned by the 
soft pom-to-property tycoon 


Paul Raymond, and applied to 
Westminster Gty Council for 
planning permission. They were 
to get a decision in October. 
However, the opposition of Sir 
David, lord Attenborough and 
die Rialto 'Oust persuaded the 
council to postpone its verdict 
Initially the council was scep- 
tical about die Rialto Thisfs as- 
sertions &at die cinema -which 
has one screen and a few hun- 
dred seats -could be financially 
viable as a cinema again. How- 
ever, the super-models’ renova- 
tion plans had to be amended 


rules for listed buddings- 

The installation of a huge 

camera lens in the foyer for peo- 
ple to walk through, was 
deemed completely unsuitable 
in terms of structure. “The 
debatable tackiness of the 
idea was never an issue." a 
spokesman said firmly. 

But by this week (he pl anning 
co mmi ttee's attitude had swung 
behind the objectors. “We felt 
that tbe use of the building . . . 
must remain for entertain- 
ment.” the spokesman added. 



BLACK & 

DECKER 

KD154K 

CORDED 

HAMMER 

DRILL 

WITH KITBOX 

570W, 13mm 
chuck, 2 speed, 
reversing 
facility, 
depth stop 
and side 
handle. 


WAS £57.50 


BOSCH PDA 100 
DELTA SANDER 

100 waffs, single speed. 


WAS £44.30 


NOW 


1.99 

mocf 



BOSCH CSB550RP 
CORDED HAMMER DRILL 

550W. 19mm keyless 
chuck, variable 
speed, reversing 
faculty. 


BLACK & 
DECKS? KD562A 
CORDED DRILL 
450W. 10mm 
chuck. 

2 speed... 



BLACK & 

DECKER KC8451C' 
CORDLESS DRILL 

8.4V. 10mm keyless 
chuck, variable speed 
reversing facility. 

/ROJO 


BLACK ft DECKER KC9019 
CORDLESS SCREWDRIVER 

3.6V, reversing facility, 

with wallmount £34 50 


charging. 


BLACK ft 
DECKER 
KC9682C 
CORDLESS 
HAMMER DRILL 
9.6V, 10mm keyless 
chuck, variable 
speed 

reversing ^QQ.OO 
facility. 



BLACK & 

DECKER 
KC9018K CORDLESS 
SCREWDRIVER WITH KITBOX 

2.4V, reversing facility, wallmount 
charging. Supplied with 
9 Inset btts and jt 
magnetic holder...„.fc 47 


&& BLACK ft DECKS? KS53BK 

SCROLLING JIGSAW 

WITH KITBOX 

370W, variable speed. 

electronic feedback. 

dust extraction £ E/.99 

facility UO 


dfe BLACK ft DECKER WMBOO 
‘WORKMATE’ WORKBENCH 

Vertical clamping, 

3 positions vice jaw. 
working height 

800/d20mm. /QA- 

Was £99.50 l/T 

BLACK ft DECKS?, WM550 
‘WORKMATF WORKBENCH 

(Not shown). 

Vertical clamping, 

3 positions vice tow, 
working height /TfiB JO 

795/6I5mm k /“ . 



^fmcandoeC 

umeni/otcS&tjte/ 


BLACK ft DECKS? WM450 
‘WORKMATE’ WORKBOX 

Provides storage for tools end 


supports up to /^^ 

113kg weight LwJ 
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Howard to 
investigate 
refugee 
‘complaints’ 


pl »- 
multi 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

The Home Office is investigat- 
ing formal complaints about the 
treatment by immigration offi- 
cials of a young asylum seeker, 
who arrived in the UKcom- 
of severe pain from 
e rape injuries. • 

Her lawyers daim the woman 
was never offeredmedical treat- 
ment and her case was not 
property investigated. Had she 
not gone into hiding, she could 
have been returned to Zaire, 
where her husband, arrested by 
the same soldiers who attacked 
her, is still missing. 

News of the inquiry came as 
MPs and refugee groups were 
yesterday made a successful 
appeal to Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, not to go 
ahead with the weekend 
deportation of an East African 
woman, whose doctors support 
her claim also to have been 
by soldiers. 

ie Zairean woman fled her 
country after she was subject- 
ed to gang rape by soldiers, and 
was forced to watch helplessly 
as they shot dead her two 
brothers-in-law who had tried 
to intervene. The soldiers, 
members of the President's reg- 
iment, beat her family before 
taking away her husband. 

After a tortuous journey 
arranged by her employer, the 
woman, Mrs X - still too fright- 
ened to be named - arrived in 
the UK two weeks later and 
claimed asylum. Although she 
complained of pain as a result 
of rape, she alleges she was not 
referred to a doctor during 
either of her two interviews with 
immig ration officials. 

When her asylum plea was re- 
jected riie turned to the Immi- 
gration Appeals Adjudicator, 


who urged tbe Home Secretary 
to allow her entry “outside the 
rules”. She was, said the adju- 
dicator, “an honest young 
woman who has suffered and 
witnessed appalling brutality”. 

But, although hergrim story 
was believed, it was thought that 
the raid on her home was 
isolated and carried out in 
revenge for an attack on sokhers 
the previous night She was, the 
Home Secretary decided, at no 
more risk than other Zaireans 
and her deportation was set for 
2 March 1994. 

It was at this point that Mrs 
Xweot underground. She found 
new lawyers, who. aimed with 
further details of her husband’s 
role in the opposition Union for 
Democracy and Social Progress 
party, finally persuaded the 
Home Secretary to change his 
mind, and grant her exceptional 
leave to remain. 

Mis X, who now lives in a 
women's refuge, said yesterday 
that she had b felt like a 
c riminal " living in hiding. 

Immigration and asylum 
lawyers and refugee groups say 
that her case is iOustrative of die 
hard tine now being taken, and 
claim that the new Asylum and 
I mmi g ra tion Bill, due for its sec- 
ond reading on Monday, places 
even greater obstacles in front 
of refugees. Plans to introduce 
a list of supposedly safe coun- 
tries, and to shorten proceed- 
ings, mean that those like Mrs 
X maybe wrongly turned away. 

Doug Henderson, Labour’s 
immigra tion spokesman, said: 
“There wfll be more and more 
cases like this - and more and 
more who gain access to lawyers 
resorting to judicial review." 

The Home Office has not 
responded to requests for a 
response to the woman’s 
allegations. 


Mystery woman 
jailed for arsenal 


A “frightened" woman, who re- 
fused to reveal her age. name 
and nationality, was jailed for two 
and a half years yesterday for 
p os se s s in g guns and ammunition 

Known to speak German 
and believed to be in her thir- 
ties, she refused to co-operate 
with the court and spent most 
of last month’s three-day 
hearing in the cells. 

The jury at Knights bridge 
Crown Court, west London, 
rejected her not-guilty plea and 


self-loading pistols with si- 
lencers, 97 blank bullets, eight 
rounds of teaigas, four flares 
and a police radio scanner. 

Tbe court heard how a 
German-registered Opel Vectia 
car, hired m Berlin and found 
illegally parked in Soho, central 
London, in June was towed to 
Paddington car pound. Later 
that day she turned up to col- 
lect the car. She offeredwfaat she 
claimed was a solid gold coin for 
payment, but when that was re- 
eded she jumped info the car 


and tried to drive off. H< 
pound staff blocked hi 

farcing her to make off t 
A few days later a bok 

spotted inside the car wit 
barrel sticking out of 
when the woman retun 
was arrested. 

_ She denied the car w 
thing to do with her, and i 
an international driving 
in the name of Michel 
which was found in the \ 
was not hers. She also ti 
court she was not the M 
Die who, on the Hay of ; 

rest, was gtyen a conditio 

charge at Marlboro ugh 
magistrates for theft 
Owen Davies, defe 
said; “She has been so 
fear by other people in 
that she cannot say ao 
about the circumstan 
which she had Hie weap 
Passing sentence, 
Christopher Hordeni s; 
can only conclude that si 
m charge of those weapt 
a criminal purpose of ot 


















Bosnia peace must not fail 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor - : ■ 

ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Budapest- „■ S:"-. ^ 

John Major calledpnthe in- 
ternatiorral comnhmhyye^cx- 
day to take the toogh derisions 
needed to makett “unthink- 
able” for anyone 1 to drag Bosnia 
back into the abyss of war. 

Opening a : two-day Peace 
Iiiipicmeniatkai Conference in 
London: attended try more than 
50 counEriesand organisations. 


all over Enrdpe werewatdhmg 

their deliberations. . 

He told the warring parties, 
whose foreign ministers were 


: also present, that a 60,000- 
.. strong Nalo force and a huge in- 
r ternational aid effort stood 
" ready to help them entrench the 
peace settlement nest year. 

. “Many of the feces I see 
around this table 1 saw around 
this table five months ago,” 
-Mr Major said. “We met then 
against a sombre and menacing 
' backgIOUI^d. , ' Mr Major was re- 
fening to the last Ix)ndon Con- 
ference in July, which marked 
the turning pomt in Wfestem re- 
solve to use air power a gainst 
theBosman Serbs. “ 

Mr Major said the conference 
had to take the decison that the 
“veiy ; hard won” and “fragile" 
" peace in Bosnia would hot fail. 


EMMA DAIY 

Vozuca, near Tuzla 

Bitter tears fuel the misery of 
life in “new Srebrenica”, a 
straggling village where a thou- 
sand women mid children 
mourn the men they lost in the" 
savage Serb assault on old Sre- 
brenica, and nourish the seeds 
of hatred and tevenge. , . 

Vozuca was taken from the 
Serbs in September and more* 
than 1,200 refugees from Sre- 
brenica are housed in what was 
once the Serb half of the village, •" 
There is some recoz^triictipp, 
but no naming water, electric- 
ity or humanitarian aid: He’ 
refugees want to return home, 
but the chances iute tbcywfll re- : 
main in Vozuca, desphe the 
promise in the Dayton peace 
deal of the right of return. 

“If our men came home. we 
could live- her^ at leastffor a' 
wh3e,”saidHxn^GabeEc.Her . 
new housemates, Mina Ebrahi- 
movic and Ajsa Mehraedovic, - 
agreed. But their men will not 
come home, the murder of 
thousands of people after the 
fall of Srebremca m July led, in 
the end, to the Dayton peace * 
talks, but that is Htile consola- 
tion to MrsGabelic. : * . . 


“We don’t have- anyone to go 
. 'back to. I have lost three men. 
iny’ two sons and iny husband 
1 just have one daughter left 
, They tried to escape through the 
forests and they just disap- 
peared,” Mrs Ibrahimovic said 
weeping While the women are 
filled with' distress, their 
teenaged children ignore the 
scene and chat amongst them- 
selves, blank bedause of the hor- 
rors they endured “1 also lost 
four nephews, my father and iny 
. trade - 45 of my relatives.” 
Mrs Gabelic is, in all likeli- 
hood, another Srebrenica wid- 
ow. “My mother stayed in the 
bouse because she was too old 
to leaved she said "My husband 
was captured jty the Serbs in Ifo- 
' tocari and they took him away 
from ine - he was 5L We just 
don’t know udiat happened I 
lidard he was put in front of a 
firing squad but. Pm not sure, it 
was just gossip.* 

The scale of thebutebery in 
Srebrenica is unimaginable' 
Eacfcrefhgee has a horror sto- 
ry, .most centred around the 
-Diitdr UN base at Potocari,. 
where Muslims fled for pro- 
tection from the Serb assault 
Witnesses say the Dutch, ex- 
pecting Nato air strikes to 


The conference is intended to 
put into practice the accord 
reached in Dayton, Ohio, last 
month under which Serbs, Mus- 
lims and Croats agreed to end 
the fighting in Bosnia. The ae- 
cord wiU be formalised at a cer- 
emony in Paris next week. 

The ministers were expected 
to agree on the nomination of 
the former Swedish prime min- 
ister, Carl Bfldt, to the post of 
High Representative to oversee 
the political and civilian re- 
construction effort. 

Behind the scenes, however, 
an un edifying squabble was in 

E r ogress over the allocation of 
igfa-profile jobs and political 
authority in the year ahead. 


defend the pocket, ordered the 
Bosnian army to pull back to 
safety. It did but the French UN 
commander vetoed air raids, 
and the Serbs rolled in to Lhe 

C ites of the UN camp. About 
000 people are still missing. 
“We went to the UN head- 
quarters in Fo tocari. It was so 
fell, so many people. Unprofor 
invited us in to hide. We ex- 
pected some protection,” said 
Huso Tusunovic, 62, another 
new resident of Vozuca. Instead 
thousands of terrified Bosnians 
saw their nemesis - General 
Ratko Mladic, the Bosnian Serb 
commander. 

“Instead of protecting us, 
foeyjustsoldus, MrTtomnavic 
said bitterly. “1 wish we were in 
a position to (till all Unprofor. 
because we sacrifked l(X) Mus- 
lims for each UN soldier [al- 
lowed by General Mladic to 
leave Srebrenica after the fall]." 
The thirst for vengeance is un- 
usual among Bosnians on the 
government side. Few readily 
express such sentiments, and 
they are a testament to Sre- 
brenica's sense of betrayal. 

“I’m willing to fight to go 
. back," said Dzemal Gabelic, a 
young soldier who walked out 
• and reached safety 12 days 


• >ry* ; . •••: • ■ • . <•;* <• 


France and the United States 
are in dispute about the choice 
of the head of the mission to su- 
pervise elections in Bosnia un- 
der the auspices of the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). France and other £U 
stales are unhappy about the 
choice of an American diplo- 
mat, Robert Frowick, and want 
a European to gel the post. 
There is also a lower-key 
disagreement between Wash- 
ington and Paris over the safe- 
guards available to the Serb 
population of those suburbs of 
Sarajevo which are due to pass 
into the hands of the Muslim- 
led government. 


Britain believes the urgent ne- 
cessity is to organise the de- 
ployment and command of the 
20,000 US troops who will join 
British and French units to 
form the backbone of the Im- 
plementation Force (7-For). 

After the experience of tan- 
gled lines of authority in the ill- 
fated United Nations mission, 
ail key governments are deter- 
mined to keep the command 
structure dear. 

Yesterday also saw the ef- 
fective burial of the Interna- 
tional Conference on former 
Yugoslavia, which operated 
from the UN headquarters in 
Geneva. The UN Secretary- 
General, Boutros Boutros- 


Ghali, was on hand to pre- 
serve a facade of dignity at the 
proceedings but he and his of- 
ficials will play no further part 
in the politics of the year ahead. 

There was extensive back- 
stage negotiation in London 
yesterday over the future of 
Eastern Slavonia, the last region 
of Croatia still controlled by sep- 
aratist Serbs. The Serbs are due 
to hand over to control to an 
international authority and 
yield sovereignty to Croatia af- 
ter two years. But details of the 
agreement remain in dispute 
and the region remains a po- 
tential cause of a new war. 

Many ministers at the con- 
ference had flown in from an 


OSCE meeting in Budapest, 
where the row about Mr Frow- 
ick emerged. Foreign minis- 
ters of the 53 participating 
countries agreed to assume re- 
sponsibility for overseeing and 
monitoring elections, monitor- 
ing human rights and drawing 
up aims control agreements. 

The OSCE role, which was 
outlined in the peace accord in 
Dayton, Ohio, marks a leap for- 
ward for the organisation, which 
grew out of the Easi-West forum 
that brokered the 1975 Helsin- 
ki Act It includes the US and 
Russia.' With only a small sec- 
retariat in Vienna, OSCE mem- 
bers admit they view the coming 
challenge with trepidation. 



Bitter memories: Esme Halilovic, a refugee from Srebrenica, outside her new home in Vuzoca 


later. *Tm not tired of war. I 
want to fight for my town ” His 
mother nodded: “Everyone is 
ready to continue fighting be- 
cause we all lost someone.” 
The mayor of Srebrenica, 
Fahrudin Salkovic, now lives in 
Tuzla “There is such rebellion 
and hatred in the minds of 
people from Srebrenica It is dif- 


ficult to wipe that out and get 
them to forget- No family sur- 
vived unscathed,” he said. 
“Realistically it will be difficult 
to go back, but that idea will 
never leave them." 

Mrs Gabelic has had no news 
of her mother, left behind in a 
village near Srebrenica. “Wfejust 
had to run, we had no time to 


shut the door of the house. I had 
just begun to make bread and 
I just left it My mother was in 
bed. We had no lime to say 
good-bye," she cried. 

The three families sharing the 
house live now on bread and a 
few tins of food: the fields are 
blanketed by snow and pep- 
pered with mines, there is no 


OF WAR 
APPEAL 


The ‘Independent's Christmas 
appeal for the children of the 
former Yugoslavia has now 
raised £52, 698.70. We are 
asking readers to support four 
charities which are working to 
help child victims of the war in 
the Balkans: 

Child Advocacy International 
aims to bring up to 100 sick chil- 
dren to Britain for treatment that 
they could not obtain at home; 

Save the Children is helping 
children who have been sepa- 
rated from their families, coun- 
selling and reuniting them; 

The Red Cross is looking 
after refugee camps and is link- 
ing people through its messag- 
ing network; 

War Child plans to build a 
£ 2 . 5m music therapy centre in 
Mostar, and to send urgently- 
needed prosthetics to wound- 
ed children; 

Please make your cheques or 
postal orders payable to the 
charity of your choice and send 
them to us with the completed 
coupon. 

T’ilNraMNDENT ] 
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work and the women cannot 
even afford the bus fare to Tb- 
zla to seek news of their men. 

Dzemal has installed a water- 
wheel in the river, to run a light 
bulb and a car radio that plays 
Bosnian folk music. “In Sre- 
brenica every family had a wa- 
ter-wheel,” Mrs Ibrahimovic 
said wistfully. 


I would like to make a 
donation to help children in 
former Yugoslavia. I enclose 
a cheque/postal 

order/CAV/CAF card for 

£. made payable to 

one of the following 
chanties. 

□ Child Advocacy 
International 

□ British Red Cross 
Former Yugoslavia Appeal 

□ War Child 

!□ Save the Children 

| (please tick as appropriate) 

[Signature 

[Date 


Please post your Oonattorns) to: 

The Independent Children of 
War Appeal, 

c/o the Independent, PO 
Bax 4011, London E14 5BB 

THANK YOU 


CELLNET REINTRODUCE 


A LONG-FORGOTTEN 


EASONAL TRADITION. 


THE CHRISTMAS BONUS 


* 



If you connect to teilnet before, the new year you could get up to £50 back. We're on 0800 21 4000 if you'd like a Merrier Christmas. 

THE NET THAT SETS YOU FREE. cellnet 
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France in revolt: As strikes show no sign of easing, government and unions move cautiously towards talks to find a solution 

Strike bosses face deal dilemma 

end of tunnel 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 


As thu strikers and the French 


government gradually edge 
towards the . talks that are 
inevitably going to end the past 
two weeks of mass protests, 
much will depend on the indi- 
viduals who have emerged as 
marshals, if not exactly leaders, 
of the strike movement. They 
are Mare Blondcl. leader of the 
Force Ouvrierc, and Louis 
Viannet of the CGI 

On the sidelines, (hough, is a 
figure who is no less crucial to 
the negotiating process: Nicole 
NotaiMhe 47-ycar-oId head of 
the socialist-orientated CFDT. 
who has been distinguished by 
her moderate, and often iso- 
lated. stand on Alain Juppe’s 
controversial social security re- 
forms. Ms Nolat's political sym- 
palhie m the left, but her 
penchant Tor plain speaking, her 
willingness to stand alone, and 
her fair complexion have drawn 
comparisons in France with 
"Madame Thatcher". 

By comparison, both Mr 
Blondel and Mr Vjannei. who 
are in their 50s. come across in 
manner and language as old- 
style trade unionists, whose 
preoccupation is the "hard won 
social benefits** of their mem- 
bers. Both, however, have a 
good deal of personal and pro- 
fessional rivalry which they only 
reluctantly suppressed in the 
hope of seeing the end of the 
Juppe government. 

Mr Blondel is the more de- 
ceptive character. Despite his 
proletarian gruffness, he is a 
lawyer, and also a gourmet: ap- 
preciating the restaurants used 
bv (he company directors he ne- 
gotiates with. * 

He has a rhetorical tenden- 
cy to sound totally uncompro- 
mising, while carefully leaving 
an escape route. His legalistic 
distinction this week between 
Mr Juppe's "consensus-seek- 
ing”, and his own insistence on 
"negotiations” was a charac- 
teristic example. He also has a 
sense for where power lies, 
agreeing to sit on the commit- 
tee which has until now agreed 
the welfare budget, and talking 
behind the scenes to Mr Chirac 
even before he was elected 
president. Now, however, he is 
said to be disillusioned. 

Mr Viannet gives the im- 
pression of being a genuinely 
old-fashioned union leader, 
whose style has been cramped 
in recent weeks by his need for 
re-election at the CGTs con- 
gress this week. The coincidence 
of the congress with the strikes 




Street clash: Protesters try to dodge tear gas during demonstrations over welfare reform in Nantes, eastern France 
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Paris - The French govern- 
ment and trade union repre- 
sentatives seemed yesterday to 
be cautiously looking for a way 
out of the two-week-old 
protests that have halted much 
public transport, closed schools 
and threatened, air services, 
writes Mary Dejevsky. 

The. government-appointed 
mediator for the national rail- 
way company, SNCE Jean Mat- 

teoli, started work yesterday 

afternoon, less than 24 boms af- 
ter bis appointment, receiving 
leaders of all the striking 
unions. The fact that the unions 
agreed to see Mr Matteoli, a for- 
mer minis ter who is described 
as an expert conciliator, was 
greeted as a sign that the ndl dis- 
pute at least might be amenable 
to a settlement. 

As well as objecting to the 
government's overall plans for 
welfare reform, the railway- 
men have a special grievance in 
a restructuring plan that was 
due to be finalised in the mid- 
dle of this month. -Designed to 
reduce SNCF’s accumulated 
debt and large operating loss- 
es. the proposals include pro- 
vision for the regionalisatioa of 
loss-making branch lines, which 
raDwaymen believe will lead to 
closures and job losses. 


however, there was evidence of 
confusion on the government 
side as to precisely what might 
be included in any talks. The 
unions have asked that the 
whole plan be suspended, but 
- the incus try minis ter, Franck 
Borotra, said yesterday the gov- 
ernment had no intention of 
withdrawing it. The director of 
SNCF, who insisted last week 
that the plan was his and not the 
government’s, has said nothing. 

Although unions in Other 
sectors appeared open to the 
possibility of wide-ranging talks 
on pensions and other questions 
offered by the social affairs 


minister, Jacques Bairot, there 
was no sign of the public sector 


was no sign of the public sector 
strikes cracking, and on the 
main question of welfare re- 
form, the government and 
unions still seemed far apart 


Having shelved the planned 
fiscal reform for at least a year. 


fiscal reform for at least a year, 
proposed a special commission 
to examine not only the terms 
of public sector pensions, but 
also their equivalence with 
those in (he private sector, and 
offered talks on the raO plan, the 
government has now made con- 
cessions on almost every issue 
except the principle and main 
structure of the welfare re- 
form. But there was no sign yes- 


may have sharpened bis words 
and made any compromise tem- 
porarily more difficult than it 
was going to be. 

Despite representing be- 
tween them more than 50 per 
cent of all public sector em- 
ployees. Mr Blondel, Mr Vian- 
net and Ms Notat are 
handicapped in their capacity to 
negotiate with the government 
by two factors. The discord be- 
tween them weakens their col- 
lective authority, but a 
peculiarity of the current dis- 
pute also calls into question 
-their claim to be leading iL 

Three weeks ago, when the 
welfare reforms were an- 
nounced, and even two weeks 
ago, when the transport strikes 
began in earnest and other 
public sector workers joined in, 
there was almost no visible 
leadership of the protesters. 

For the first few weeks of the 
protest, at least, the initiative 
seemed to lie with the rank and 
Ole protestors, with Mr Blondel 
and Mr Viannet realising be- 
latedly that here was a move- 
ment ciying out for leadership. 


Soft centre to 
Kohl-Chirac 


hardcore 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


Pnwpccls for launching a single 
currency in 1999 will continue 
to preoccupy European Union 
leaders next week as they 
prepare for a summit of heads 
of state and government in 
Madrid. 

The meeting, which is the cli- 
max of Spain's six-month EU 
presidency, is expected to agree 
a name for the single currency, 
and define the steps by which 
the EU will move to monetary 
union in the next three years.' 

The leaders are also due to 
discuss bringing into the EU the 
former CommunisI countries in 
central and eastern Europe, 
and the preparations for next 
year's Inter-Governmental 
"Conference on reforming ELI 
institutions. In what looked 
like a coded message to Britain. 
President Jacques Chirac of 
France and Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl of Germany pro- 
posed in Baden-Baden on 
Thursday that no country 
should be free to veto closer EU 
Integra I ion if other member 
slates wish to press ahead. 

The proposal was more a 
restatement of the existing 
Franco-German position than 
a bold initiative, and seemed to 
fail short of calls by Germany's 
ruling Christian Democrats last 
year for a "hard core” of EU 
slates committed to deeper 
integration. 

Significantly, the Baden- 
Baden meeting did nut produce 
an explicit demand for more ex- 
tensive powers for the European 
Parliament. Instead, in what 
looked like u German conces- 
sion to French doubts ubuul giv- 
ing the legislature too much 
authority, 'Mr Kohl and Mr 
Chirac referred only to the 
need to “bind the European 
Parliament and national 
parliaments more than hither- 
to into the process of European 
integration". 

Nevertheless, the two leaders 
reaffirmed their belief iq 
extending the use of qualified 


majority voting in EU decision- 
making. a point on which they 
haw little common ground with 
John Major's Government. 

They also called for a com- 
mon policy on asylum and im- 
migration, an idea that does not 
appeal to Britain and may prove 
difficult to implement in the 
light of French concerns about 
the Schengen agreement on 
abolishing internal EU frontiers. 

Rir from using the summit to 
discuss whether 1999 remains a 
realistic dale for launching 
monetary union, EU leaders in- 
tend to settle the irksome ques- 
tion of the single currency’s 
name once and for all. The out- 
come could reveal a great deal 
about the relative weight of Ger- 
many. France, and the Euro- 
pean Commission in the 
monetary union debate. 

France and the Commission 
have tended to favour the ecu, 
the name attached to the EU's 

E resent notional currency, 
knvever. Mr Kohl's govern- 
ment fears that the ecu will 
prove unsellable to Germans, 
already sceptical of monetary 
union, because the existing ecu 
has weakened against thu 
German mark over the years. 

Germany would prefer the 
currency to cany the prefix 
“Euro"; Eurofrancs in France, 
Euruschillingi in Austria, and so 
on. But some Commission of- 
ficials say the name is ugly,and 
unlikely to win the popular ap- 
proval needed for monetary 
union to work. 

Several other suggested 
names — ducat, crown, florin 
and franken ■— are considered 
dark-horse candidates. But 
Spain's Prime Minister. Felipe 
Gonzalez, said his countrymen 
would never accept a currency 
whose name sounded like 
Franco, the lute dictator. 

A failure at the summit lo 
solve the matter would cast yet 
more doubt over the project 
starting on time. EU leaders 
also need to fix a date - the end 
of 1W7 or early I99S - for an- 
nouncing which countries have 
qualified for the single currency. 
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Struggling Zhirinovsky tries sex appeal 


Russian elections: The man who 
dominated the last poll forth© 
Duma has to£t power to shock 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 


. • • i - • , . 

V^nnirZhitmovsfcy,at risk of 
being ediraed by.a new gener- 
ation of Russ’anhardlniers, 
appears lo be getting desperate. 
He may still be a bogeyman in’ 
the tyfest for bis naticmafism and 
nuclear sabre-rattling, but be 
looks as if; be is losing his 
power and fasemate at 

borne. So he is resorting to sex 
appeal and mud-slinging in the 
hope of attracting votes m this 
month’s Duma-etectioiis. • 

The lesson of the last such 
poll in 1993 was clean never 
make any predictions about 
Russian politics. Then, Mr 
Zhirinovsky. widely dismissed ■'*« 
a nutcase, swept in and grabbed 
the largest block of seats iQ par- 
liament Not one of the pandits 
saw him co ining 

Mindful of how he will jeer 
at them if they turn out to be 
wrong again, analysts are being 

very cautious about dismissing 
Mr Zhirinovsky this time. But 
all the signs are that. his star is 
waning as the resurgentGom- 
munists look poised to win the 
protest votes he took in 1993. 

And General ' Alexander 
Lebed, whose voice booms like 
a cannon compared with Mr 
Zhirinovsk/s angry rasp, has 
now emerged to compete. 


m 


; with him for .the; patriotic 
constituency. 

. _■ TheTatest opinion poB, pub- - 

■ fished by Sevodnya newspaper 
this week, showed the Com- 
munists out in front with an ex- 

: petted 12 per cent of the vote, 
followed' by two different 
groups of economic refbnneis 
..and the Women of Russia. Only 

■ then did Mr Zhirinovsky’s mis- 
leadingiy named Liberal De- 
le --P&rty of Russia 
) feature, with a : pre- 

i 4 percent He was 'shar- 
ing the ■ expected nationalist 
vote with General Lebed, right 
behind with 3 per cent. .' 

Opinion pom are worth lh-. 
tie here, of course. More in- 
dicative- of Mr Zhirinovsky’s 
shaky position are his own 
campaign tactics. 

While others are more or less 
addressing the issues in their 
television adverts - General 
Lebed’s show prison bars crash- 
ing down on a bribe-taking bu- 
reaucrat -the LDPR leader has 
resorted to- sex in an attempt to 
arouse the vqters. “He fc going 
for the lumpen vote," com- 
mented Michael McEaul at the 
Moscow Centre of the Carnegie 
Endowment for Peace. 

The clip shows a middle- 
aged man in bed with his wife, 
hairin curiers. “Who are you go- 
ing to vote for, Dusya?”asks the 



Smokescreen: Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s campaign advertisements exude confidence, but his star is waning 


Photograph: Sergei Piminov / Reuter 


husband. “For him, of course," 
rite puns, “All the others are just 
too awful" Perhaps the jokey 
advert could.be interpreted as 
an expression of Mr Zhiri- 
novsky's supreme confidence, 
that be believes he is so well 


known he does not need to re- 
peal his promises of making the 
world tremble before Great 
Russia. Bui his vicious verbal at- 
tack on President Boris Yeltsin 
this week suggests something 
closer to panic. 


Mr Zhirinovsky may have 
abused his domestic opponents 
and democratic politicians 
around the world, but be has 
been careful never to be rude 
about the Kremlin leader, es- 
pecially during the President s 


two bouts of heart disease this 
year. On Wednesday, however, 
he broke his own rule and ap- 
peared on television, ridiculing 
Mr Yeltsin in a manner which 
could backfire. For many Rus- 
sians. Though critical of their 
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President, dislike seeing a man 
being kicked when he is down. 

Mr YeJlsin was like Leonid 
Brezhnev at the end of his life, 
sneered Mr Zhiruwvsky. "He is 
a puppet. They brine him in and 
out." The LDPR leader ihen 


went on (o claim the credit for 
giving the Russian leader bean 
failure. “He was laid up in the 
Kremlin in July after talking to 
me. I said, Boris Nikolayevich, 
the country's in a mess, the fac- 
tories arc at a standstill, the peo- 
ple are hungry', sick and dying.' 
He turned dark red. and then 
all green, and fell ill," 

Mr Zhirinovsky was quite 
different when he first appeared 
on the political scene hack in 
i 9di.i. It was perhaps suspicious 
that a man who had been de- 
clared persona non grain in 
Turkey in the 1970s should be 
the first to set up an indepen- 
dent party after the Communists 
renounced iheir monopoly on 
power. But he came across 
then as a liberal in the Western 
sense of the word. 

In the lyyi presidential elec- 
tion. which Mr Yeltsin won, Mr 
Zhirinovsky did surprisingly 
well by promising the voters free 
vodka. Only in the parliamen- 
tary elections two years ago did 
his totalitarian tendencies and 
imperial ambitions become un- 
mistakable. with his promise 
that Russian soldiers would 
“wash their boots in the Indian 
Ocean” while foreign objec- 
tors would risk nuclear attack 
and domestic dissidents be sent 
by cattle truck to the Arctic 
Circle. 

Many Russians, disgruntled 
with economic reform, sent a 
warning to Mr Yeltsin by voting 
for Mr Zhirinovsky in 1993. But 
this time they see the stakes are 
too high and will choose the 
more sober Communists. 


Papandreou 
succession 
stirs Greek 


paranoia 


ANDREW GUMBEL 


The Cold War may be over. 

E cace in the Balkans may be at 
and. but in Greece that old 
chestnut, the International Con- 
spiracy Theory, is alive and 
well, it goes something like 
this. 


Andreas Papandreou. ulti- 
mate symbol of Greek defiance 


to the outside world, lies grave- 
ly ill in hospital, and manoeu- 
vres to replace him as prime 
minister are in full swing. But 
it would be quite wrong to 
think that his succession will be 
decided within his parti-. Pasok, 
or even within Greece. No. if 
you believe what you read in the 
Greek media, the country's fu- 
ture is being decided by shady, 
scheming mandarins in Western 
Europe and the United Slates. 

Around 1ft days ago. a group 
of Italian journalists interviewed 
the Defence Minister. Gcrasr- 
mos .Arsenis, who at the lime 
was considered a solid govern- 
ment technocrat but little else. 
All of a sudden Mr Arsenis be- 
came not only a candidate for 
the premiership, but a candidate 
foisted on the country from the 
outside. “The Italians back Ar- 
senis." ran the Greek headlines. 

A few days later a New York 
Times correspondent noticed 
the commotion and wrote that 
Mr Arsenis was one of a num- 
ber of undeclared candidates 
apparently under considera- 
tion. Ah, the Greeks conclud- 
ed. this is a candidature 
orchestrated from both sides of 
the Atlantic. 

And so the game went on. 
Costas Similis. the leading anli- 
Papandreou dissident within 
Pasok. was anointed the “Ger- 
man" candidate, partly because 
his brother is a noted academ- 
ic in North Rhine-WestphaJia. 
although he appeared to be in 
for some competition from 
the interior Minister, Akis 
Tsachodzopoulos. who has a 
German wife. 

AJI of this was. of course, ab- 
surd. The Italians had written 
about Mr .Arsenis only because 
nobody else would grant them 
an interview al this uncertain 
juncture (and. in fact, the Ital- 
ian business community is be- 
lieved to favour the staunchly 
pro- European Mr Simitis I. The 
New York Tmier correspondent, 
meanwhile, wrote the offending 
piece before she had time even 
to telephone the US embassy. 
As for the Germans, they seem 
genuinely outraged that anyone 
should accuse them of any- 
thing so low as interference in 
other people's affairs. 

The speculation is typical of 
a country very much wrapped 
up in its own problems, where 
hard information on politics is 
scarce. Pasok is so much in awe 
of its founding leader that no- 
body dares, challenge his au- 
thority, even though he has 
tubes attached to his lungs, 
kidneys, stomach and windpipe 
and cannot breathe without 


mechanical support. Nobody 
can quite believe he will ever 
quit politics or die. and indeed 
the latest reports are that he is 
sitting up and whispering the 
odd word. 

With the domestic media 
ihus too timid to talk openly 
about the future, the country 
turns to the foreign press for in- 
formation. all the while tapping 
into its old paranoias about out- 
side manipulation. A surprising 
number of people honestly be- 
lieve that the first thing Bill Clin- 
ton does every morning is ask 
his Chief of Staff for an update 
on Greece. 

Thanks to the whisperings, 
Mr Arsenis has been catapult- 
ed from nowhere into pole po- 
sition for the leadership. An 
opinion poll published a few 
days ago showed him narrowly 
leading his rivals: and (he man 
acting as Pasok's kingmaker, the 
Environment Minister. Costas 
Laliolis, promptly summoned 
him for a meeting. 

Quite how the 'foreign pow- 
ers are supposed to force their 
preferences on to the Pasok par- 
liamentary party, the body re- 
quired by the constitution to 



Gerasimos Arsenis: victim 
of the conspiracy theory 


make the actual decision, is 
something of a mystery. Unless, 
of course, you subscribe to the 
conspiracy theory behind all the 
other conspiracy theories: that 
the whole suspicion of foreign 
involvement is in itself a plot or- 
chestrated by Greece’s power- 
ful media barons to promote 
their own favoured candidates. 

No doubt there is a grain of 
truth in all these suppositions - 
after all, foreign powers and me- 
dia proprietors certainly have 
their specific agendas. But the 
theories reveal above all the spe- 
cial way in which the Greeks see 
their place in the world. This is 
how the tourist brochure in my 
hole! room puls it: “Athens is 
everywhere. In every point on 
the map. And every point on the 
map is Athens. Bettuse Athens 
is the centre of all the centres 
of the world." Thai's quite 
siime responsibility. 
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Food aid runs out in 
starving N Korea 


RICHARD UOYD RARRY 
Seoul 

Half a million people in Com- 
munist North Korea face a 
winter of cold disease and star- 
ration unless foreign donors 
hail out a United Nations aid 
programme which is rapidly 
running out of cash and supplies. 

A liaison office established in 
the capital, Pyongyang, by the 
UN’s World Food Programme 
(WFP) will close on 23 De- 
cember unless 15.000 tonnes of 
rice can be raised for victims of 
the worst floods in a century. 

The WFP arrived in North 
Korea in November in response 
to an appeal by the Pyongyang 
government, after "summer 
storms washed away 1.5 million 
tonnes of grain. For the past 
fortnight it has been supervis- 
ing the distribution of food in 
the areas worst hit by the floods 
hut the supplies wfll soon run 
out. during the middle of the 


North Korean winter, when 
temperatures fall as low as -ISC 
Doctors with the French char- 
ity Mddecms sans Frontieres 
(MSF) have found severe mal- 
nutrition among children and 
pregnant mothers. “It will be a 
long, cold, hungry winter,” says 
Trevor fttge, the WFP’s coun- 
try director in Pyongyang. 
“Some of the kids MSF are 
treating up there could be from 
Rwanda- wizened little children 
with pot bellies. People are 
starting to become restless and 
angry because they are not 
getting enough food.” 

North Korea, the last of the 
old Stalinist dictatorships, has 
suffered poor harvests for most 
of the decade; even before the 
floods, it was predicting a deficit 
of 1.97 million tonnes. But the 
government’s policy of “ Juche ”, 
or self-reliance, had always pre- 
vented Pyongyang from asking 
for foreign help. 

In June, however, an agree- 


ment was readied to receive 
300,000 tonnes of rice from 
Japan - traditionally the object 
of the North's most vehement 
anti-imperialist rhetoric. The 
shipments were officially termed 
“loans”, but the deal ran into 
trouble after officials in Pyong- 
yang claimed that the rice was 
being offered as compensation 

Thai government were also sus- 
pended after the North failed to 
pay for shipments. And there 
have been fears that rice desig- 
nated for starving peasants has 
been diverted to the country’s 
massive army. 

Then in September came the 
unprecedented request for 
multinational assistance. A UN 
survey team reported that 20^50 
tonnes of grain, worth $8 .8m 
(£5. 6m), were necessary to see 
North Korea through the winter, 
enough to feed half a million 
people for 90 days. But Pyong- 


litical capital out of aid is ham- 
pering the WFP effort. An 
international appeal raised less 
than 1200,000. The first rice 
shipment came to only 5,140 
tonnes, little more than a 
quarter of the required amount. 

The effects of widespread 
starvation cm die political stability 
of North Korea are difficult to 
predict Since the death last year 
of the founding president, Kim 
II Sung, outsiders have had lit- 
tle idea who is in eaotraL The sto- 
ries of defectors to the South 
have fuelled speculation about a 
power struggle between Kim’s 
stm, Kxm JougE and the million- 

strong military which maintains 

a state of war readiness. 

UN staff have reported tense 
scenes in the starving villages: 
in one incident food intended 
for one part of the country had 
to be distributed prematurely, 
after a truck was mobbed by 
angry peasants bn the way. 
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Red carpet treatment: Cuban President Fidel Castro meets the Vietnamese Communist Party chief, Do Muof, in 
Hanoi during tils first visit to Vietnam in 22 years Photograph: Lois Raimondo 
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Madrid shields Paris from world's wrath 

'Brussels — Spain, anxious to keep the diplomatic peace at next 
week's European Union summit, has been pleading with EU coun- 
tries not to vote against Paris in a forthcoming United Nations, 
vote on nuclear testing. Diplomats said yesterday that EU for- 
eign ministers were asked directly by Madrid this week to abstain 
in the UN General Assembly vote scheduled for Tuesday. Ten of 
the ElTs 15 members came out against France in a preliminary 
vote in November that condemned nuclear testing. Paris react- 
ed angrily, cancelling several meetings with EU partners and call- 
ing their opponents hypocrites. Reuter 

China's chosen child enthroned in Tibet - 

Peking — Gyaltsen Norbu was enthronedyesterday as the most 


important Buddhist leader remaining in Tibet in a hurried cer- 
emony his Chinese trackers hope will bolster their rule over the 
Himalayan region. With a top Communist Party official at his side, 
the six-year-old boy was proclaimed the lltfa-Pancben Lama in- 
side the 15th-century Tashi Lhunpo monastery in central Tibet, 
the traditional seat of his predecessors. The enthronement and 
his selection 10 days ago culminates six months of work by Peking 
to weaken the authority of the Dalai Lama. Tibet's exiled spiri- 
tual leader. The Dalai Lama has recognised 6-year-old Gedhun 
Choekyi Nyima as the Panchen Lama. AP 

Deadly disease back in circulation 

Geneva — A man in the Ivory Coast has been confirmed as hav- 
ing the deadly and highly-contagious Ebola disease, the World 
Health Organisation said yesterday. Asked about the laborato- 
ry results on blood samples taken from the patient, from a vil- 
lage in Liberia, a WHO spokesman said: “Yes, an Ebola case has 
been confirm edin Ivory Coast.” The laboratory tests were car- 
ried out at the Pasteur Institute in Paris. Reuter 

French left lost for words 

Paris — Forty percent of French adults fade basic literacy skills , 
but France cut the embarrassing fact out of an international sur- 
vey released this week. Results of the survey by the Paris-based 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
compared adult literacy among seven nations, but France abrupt- 
ly pulled out of the survey ana had officials excise ail references 
to France from the document, according to Albert Ttiijnman. a 
survey organiser at the Education and Training Division of the 
OECD. The study, conducted last year, indicated that in Swe- 
den. about 7.5 per cent of 16- to 65-year-olds were deficient in 
literacy skills. The study did not rank the countries, but Mr Tu- 
ijnman made his own ranking this way: Sweden, the Netherlands, 
Germany, Switzerland, Canada, the United States and Poland. 
Had the figures for France been mentioned, the French would 
have been second to last, Mr Tuijnman said. AP 
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Mayoraielectlon: An interview in the shower backfires on candidate in liberal San Francisco J&ckSOIl 

Dpnuu>raf health problems’ 


DAVTOUSBORNE; - ^ v 

San Francisco^- • 

Even here*; underltfae Golden 
Gate, ^ .-go^ things must 
come to an end. On Tuesday 
San Erand^wffltowertte car- ' 
tain bn its latest political derby 
. -thetwo-moHth-old race foe its 
next mayor - and by any stan- 
dards; it has been a rpludong , 
and, as befits this city, thor- 
crcigbfy 1 eft-of -centre, affair. 

In voting, meanwhile,, the^ 
city’fc residents "are espected to 
make a little history. Ahead in ; 
the polls in this two-man rim-off 

- the first round on 7 Nbvem- . 
ber had a field of 27 candidates^ 

- is Willie BrtwrtvSpeakerbf the. 

. California Assembly for die last 

15 years. If indeed he defeats the " 
incumbent, Frank Jordan, Mr. 
Brown will be -San Francisco's 
first blade mayor. 

The politics of this rity have 
always been different fronxthe 
rest of America." It remain* 
stubbornly untouched by the 
Republican * revolution*! . of 
Newt Gingrich. San Erahdscans 
arc overwhelmingly Democrat, 
so much so that the only! Re- 
publican candidate m Novem- 
ber got 2 per cent of the vote.' 

“San Francisco can be an ex- 
treme kind of place in fee best " 
sense,” remarked a locaTpofit- 
ical consultant, David Bmder. 
“Ifs typical that at a time when 
the rest of the country seems to 
be tipping more and nKoe to fee 
right and conformity, -we are 
reaffirming our tradition of. 
tipping to the left add non- 
conformity.'’ ■ 

In San Franciscan politks, be- N . 
ing too liberal is a amtiadtetibn 
in (enns. While in ^Vhshmgtafl, 
it may he suicidal to court the 
gay constituency, here, where 
die gay population is large and 
vocal, it is vita] to do so.J3odi 

t ^ainn^^dM^ imsaanK f: 
bfingfcarlbefonnersjq>pbrters - 
of Roberta Achtenberg, Che" 
openly-lesbianfoimer member 
of the Qinton administrafioa,. 
who came third m!Ncrverober 
with 27 per bent of fee vote: ’ 

Mr Jordan, a former ;pofice. T 
chief, is in trouble for several .. 
reasons. Thougjh a Democrat, 
he is decidedly ntore conseiy- U 
ative than Mr Brownand has at- 
tempted in his first term to rid : 
the city streets of tbehomeless 
and to privatise some govern- 
ment services. Most of all, 
though, he is a rather stodgy 
public figure, in stark contrast 
with the flamboyant style of Mr : 
Brown, who „ has a taste for 


sports. carcand thonsand-doflar 
Italian 'suits. As one Brown in- 
sider put it: “Jordan islikecold 
oatmeal thrownagaiust a walLT 

Back m November, Mr Jor- 
dan, 60, wis presented with an 
opportunity , ^he thought) to 
lighten, up his anage. Two local 
djse-jot^^ m : at his. 

- home, and challenged him to 
giveth emM inteiYiewwife afl 
three ' stripped naked in' the 
. shower.' The mayor obliged, 
appanaidy unaware of the pres- 
ence of a ptertographer who got 
busy taking foil-body portraits. 

•The stunt, recorded in pic- 
tures (cropped just above fee 
waist) in an - the focal papers, 

, proved an unmitigated disaster 
Tor Mr Jordan, who was subse- 
quently Torced to apologise. 
Even -to. San Tranciscans, it 
looked, fike a serious enw of 
judgement and taste; to Mr 
Jordan’s more conservative sup- 
porters _it was simply offensive. 
^It certainly did not he^them/’ 
confirmed a Brown spokes- 
woman. “He is the mayor, af- 
ter all, ami people still expect 
acertam'deaarumandacextain 
authonty from the office.”.. :. 

In his glee, Mr Brown trig- 

gwedfmther oonlrovtjisy by hd-. 

jrfyiagthat Mr Jordan. was a 
“white niother". The Brown 
qh0te^&& 

than rabe, waK “Tve heard of 
rinriffe being white, but you can 
damn near ^ see through this 
mother”. But the mayor angrily 
accused Mf' Brown .of using 


- him. ", j ' 

. Mr Brown, 6U has loomed 
. over Chfiforifian politics for 
three decades and is widely 
tbuted as the most successful 
black politician in America. As 
tlte&jealoBrmSacduneiaD since 
-198d he wiekied totaf control 
over slate, legghttors and earned 
; !aTe^riariddD as a consummate 
deal-HtakeriTfis tentacular con^ 
tadswithinanypfthe most im- 
portajtf statemdiKtries, sndras 

left 

ButTbfflte islit^^^ that such 
concems are worrying many 
Sap Franciscans. 

. ' , The poet Ma(ya Angelpu has 
travelled to fee dty tosupport 
Brbwn. At a fund-raising amner 
she exhorted San Franascans to 
vote far Mr Brown and “change 
: fee ftaypur of fee- day*. Re- 
workmg an old spiritual re- 
frain, Ms Angefou concluded: 
.“Moving out of darkness, mov- 
ing toward a Brown morning.” 
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Independent Special Reports 
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Rollicking race: Frank Jordan (left) and Willie Brown are in the run-off for mayor of San Francisco next week 


ESCOM UK VOTED 
RETAILER OF THE YEAR 


JOHN CARLIN 

Washington 

Michael Jackson is in ques- 
tionable shape. His personal 
physician said yesterday' that he 
would remain in hospital over 
the weekend with suspected 
cardiac arrhythmia, a potentially 
life-threatening condition 
caused try an irregular heart- 
beat, after collapsing during a 
rehearsal in New York on 
Wednesday nighL 

But La Toy a Jackson, the an- 
drogynous pop star's look-alike 
weird sister, said he was faking 
it. “I know all of Michael's lit- 
tle moves and his little schemes 
that he pulls when he thinks he 
needs attention. It's a publicity 
move." she said in a phone call 
to the New York Daily Ntws. 

A statement issued by 
Michael Jackson's doctor, who 
flew from California to attend 
to the emergency, said he was 
in a serious but stable condition 
and would “require several days 
of critical care, monitoring and 
treatment”. Dr Allan Metzger 
said his patient was being treat- 


ed for dehydration, gastroen- 
teritis and irregularities in the 
heart, liver and kidneys, caused 
by an electrolytic "unbalance. 

La Toya's suggestion that the 
imbalance might lie closer to the 
brain was partly supported by 
reports that the King of Ptip is 
suffering from an acute confi- 
dence crisis. He has not been on 
a concert tour since his mairiage 
to Lisa-Marie Presley last ye«.-. 
at the MTV' Video Music 
Awards in September he lip- 
synehed to a recorded song, and 
brought along an audience of 
extras to cheer for him. 

He was no less anxious about 
two concerts he was due to give 
this weekend at New York's 
Beacon Theatre. The show, 
which has now been indefinite- 
ly postponed, was to have been 
broadcast worldwide. Jackson, 
who insisted the broadcast 
should not be carried live, 
demonstrated his despair at the 
prospect of facing a disapprov- 
ing audience by giving away the 
tickets free to members of his 
most ardent fan dubs insLead of 
selling them to the public. 
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" FAMILY GETS PERFECT 
FC PACKAGE FROM ESCOM 



MAN FROM ESCOM EXPLAINS HOW 
TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT SYSTEM 


T he Man from ESCOM 
has decided to give it 
to you straight, and take 
all the confusion out of 
choosing and buying a PC 
that's exactly right for 
your family's needs. 


“Ton'll hi 1 surprised 
Just huir little / wople 
know about all this 
modern terhnotoyi /" said 
the PC troubleshooter. " Our 
of ini/ mstomers didn't 
erpn know /hat PC stood 
rot Persona! Com /niter. 
But who rould blame him 
when most PC retailers 
take for j ’/ranted that 
their nisi orners know as 
miirh as them. Esrept 
for ESCOM that is. Our 
helpful, friendly staff 
will t/nidr and udrise yon 


peer// step of the way. 
They're no t jus I interested 
in makintj a sate, they're 
here to make sure yon don ‘t 
end up with a system that 
will be obsolete in the 
future, or is orrr or under 
powered for your needs . " 

So. If you’re a family 
whose kids need a PC that 
can educate and entertain 
while you take care or 
business, check out ESCOMLs 
amazing deal on the 
COMMODORE multimedia 
system below. 
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THE COMPLETE FAMILY MULTIMEDIA SYSTEM 


G ames, homework, 
business, entertainment. 
You uam e it, the 
Commodore multimedia PC 
can haudle it with ease: 
Wilh a state-of-the-art 
Intel Pentium' Processor chip 
inside and speedy CD drive 
lo rup all the latest software, 
this system has the power lo 
handle all your family's 
needs. And when connected 
up to the Commodore LP33U0 
Printer, it can produce 
homework, business documents 
and even your own works of 
art in glorious colour. 




C-commoDore 0 


MULTIMEDIA PC WITH 


■ Intel 75MHz Pentium' iPXIDO Colour Inkjet Printer 

Processor ■ Uib Hard Disk ■ Quad Speed CD ROM Drive 
Drive * SMb RAM ■ 3.5“ Floppy ■ Plus Ya rious Software titles 

Disk Drive ■ H» Bit Sound Card ■ Keyboard ■ 12 Months 

■ 14" Monitor ■ Commodore Un-site Warrumy 

Cash Price 

£15 

BUY NOW-PAY LATER 




£1360.85 

+VAT 



PAY 10% DEPOSIT NOW AND 
NOTHING UNTIL APRIL ’96 

THEN EITHER PAY THE BALANCE IN FULL, INTEREST FREE OR 
SPREAD THE BALANCE OVER 36 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 





inc.VAT 
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356.51 


26 : 


j TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE: £2195.3^. ALL PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT. 
^ iUeiSCTTS STATUS. WRITTEN QUOTATION i AVAILABLE VHOM 
5 f^ST BFTAiL FINANCE LiO.. PO BOX LC7, CLA^PIT LANE, LrEOS LSI SOG, 
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Arafat's peace agreement has left two former PLO fighters 
abandoned in a UN no man’s land. Robert Fisk reports 


Naqqoura. southern Lebanon - 
Khamis Khodr has grown silent 
and rescnlftiL Mohamud al- 
Gulani is at turns generous 
and angry. It is difficult to live 
in a gilded cage. 

In the seven months and 23 
days the>' have spent inside the 
United Nations headquarters in 
Southern Lebanon, trapped be- 
tween the Israelis who deport- 
ed them and the Lebanese who 
refused to receive them. Mr 
Khodr and Mr al-Gulani have 
moved from hope to despair. 

Their refuge, through “a hu- 
manitarian worker", has turned 
into a “golden jail”. They have 
food, beck books, television, the 
use of a phone, friends among 
the UN soldiers and f 150 each 
a month but no passport, no 
country and no home. 

“My life is over," Mr Khodr 
says and he means tl. his eyes 
wandering over the endless 
blue wastes of the Mediter- 
ranean beyond the UN’s barbed 
wire. Deported from Israel af- 
ter serving prison sentences for 
attempted attacks on Israelis - 
he served 23 years for taking a 
rifle across the Jordan river to 
the occupiedWcst Bank not 
long after the 1967 Arab- Israeli 
war. and Mr al-Gulani 10 years 
for driving a carload of explo- 
sives near Israeli-occupied Ra- 
mallah - both men were turned 
huek by Lebanese soldiers the 
moment they were expelled 
across the 

Israeli border last April. 


Back in the spring they 
thought a few complaints from 
the UN would secure their fu- 
ture. Their expulsion by Israel 
to Lebanon, in contravention of 
ArLides 45 and 49 of the Gene- 
va Convention, could surely be 
reversed. 

Prematurely old at 58 and 
with a quarter-century of Israeli 
jails behind him. Mr Khodr. a 
PLO loyalist who would now 
like to go to Gaza, is in no state 
to take up arms again. Besides, 
Yasser Arafat's peace agree- 
ment with Israel means history 
has passed him by. Mr al-Gu- 
lani would be content merely 
to join his brother Omar in Jor- 
dan. Bui Lhe Israelis refused 
both men permission to re- 
cross the border, claiming they 
were still security threats. Jor- 
dan then announced that Mr al- 
Gulani was a threat to its own 
security. 

When humanitarian workers 
tried to arrange a family visit 
from Omar to Mohamed al- 
Gulani, the Lebanese refused 
him permission to pass through 
their territory from Jordan; 
Lebanon was still technically at 
war with Israel, they said. Now 
that Amman had made peace 
with Tel Aviv, be could surely 
travel through Israel. But the 
Israelis refused. Omar called 
each day, to the phone in Lhe 
UN's militanr police guard- 
room. but had nothing to say to 
encourage his brother. 

By mid-summer, the Arab, Is- 


raeli and Western journalists 
who trooped to the UN HQ to 
interview the two Palestinians, 
had, like the rest of the world, 
forgotten them. In despera- 
tion, Mral-GuJani wrote a per- 
sonal letter to Mr Arafat, 
pleading with the PLO leader 
to help them. Mr Khodr, he 
wrote, would be happy to live 
under the control of his old PLO 
masters in “free" Gaza. But 
Gaza is aot free, because the Is- 
raelis have the final say on who 
may or may not enter Mr 
Arafat's little fiefdom. 

“I wrote a one-page letter to 
Abu Amar [Mr Arafat] in July," 
Mr al Gulani says. “ A few days 
later, I received a phone call 
from someone in the PLO of- 
fice in Gaza, called Dr Sami. He 
said Arafat had given his per- 
mission for both of us to move 
to Gaza, but the Israelis had ve- 
toed our going there on the 
grounds of security. That's alL 
Nothing else. And we are still 
here." 

Mr Khodr is building a ce- 
ment wall for the UN soldiers, 
partly to show his gratitude for 
their personal kindness, while 
Mr al-Gulani wanders the 
camp, buying clothes and shoes 
at the PX store, watching a 
movie on Irish hisloiy given him 
by Irish troops, playing football 
and chess with his UN protec- 
tors, receiving a monthly joint 
stipend of £300 shared with Mr 
Khodr from the local PLO of- 
fice up the Lebanese coast in 





While shepherds watched: A Palestinian leading his flock of goats along an Incomplete road which is being built to link Jerusalem with Jewish 
settlements on the West Bank. The PLO disputes the legality of the Israeli action : photograph: Jim Hollander / Reuter 


Rashidiya. 

The two Palestinians listen to 
tbe Arabic service of the BBC 
and Israeli radio. When Mr 
Khodr suffered a hernia the UN 
operated on him. They have 


tried to cure Mr al-Gulanfs ear 
infection and as thma bat the 
two Palestinians suffer the twin 
curse of international generos- 
ity and personal despair. “Of 
course we get angry, because we 


want to start new lives," Mr al- 
Gulani says. 

"We have served our sen- 
tences. We have paid for what 
we did for the PLO. Now the 
PLO has made peace with Is- 


rael, but we rot here Without a 
future. Why? I get angry, even 
at the UN. They want to 
send a guard with me wherev- 
er I go. They are kind, but what 
can 1 do?" 


It was one of their United Na- 
tions protectors who found the 
right words to describe Mr 
Khodr and Mr al-Gulani. 
“Political ghosts" is what he 
called them. 
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FAMILY MULTIMEDIA CENTRES 
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(20°o deposit 
required) 


£1020.43 


EX VAT 


▲ State-of-the-art Multimedia PC 


A Pre-loaded with 11 leading software titles indudbig Compton's Encydopaedm, 
Windows '95, Novell PerfectWorks, MS Money, Maxis Sim City Classics 


drive Jk. 486 DX4-100 Processor 


l 8 Mb RAM expandable to 1 28 Mb 
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As Israel emerges from the 
’ trauma of the assassinatidnof 
Yitzhak Rabin, the Labom- Par- 
ty hasbeen alarmed to discov- 
er that the political landscape 
has not changed markedly in its 
favour, and that it will have dif- 
ficulty winning the election in 
October next year.' 

Latest opinion polls show 
Shimon Peres, the Prime Min- 
ister, benefiting politically from 
his predecessor’s murder, but 
the emergence of three new 
centrejpartks is robbing Labour 
of critical votes. If the election 
were held now, Labour would 
win 44 seats in the Knesset, the 
same number it took in 1992. Its 
left-wing ally, Meretz, would win 
nine seats, instead of 12. 

The danger for Labour is less 
Likud, the principal right-wing 
opposition party, than a break- 
away faction known as tbe 
Third Way, which opposes 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights in return for a 
peace treaty with Syria. 

The latest poll suggests that 
this party would take four 
Labour seats with another two 
going to a Russian immig rants* 
party that was set up by Natan 
Sharansky, the former Soviet 
dissident. In 1992 most of 
the 600,000 Russian Jewish 
immig rants voted Labour. 

“The country remains deeply 
divided,” a senior member Of 
the Labour party, said. “The 
gap between the two sides is 
unbridgeable." 

The division between the 
secular and the religfcKis, which, 
is a traditional factor in Israeli 
politics, has been greatly exac- 
erbated by the withdrawal from 
the West Bank, which religious 
nationalists believe is land that 
was given by God to IsraeL 


Supporters of Labour and 
Meretz hold the orthodox reli- 
gious leadership and Binyatmn 
Netanyahu, the leader of Likud, 
responsible for setting the stage 
for Rabin's death. 

Mr Netanyahu has been 
teQing his own party that the col- 
lapse of support for Likud in foe 
poDswouldpass, but his own un- 
popularity is deep. Even Ehud 
Ohnert, foe right-wing mayor of 
Jerusalem, refused- unlike Mr 
Netanyahu - to attend the no- 
torious ralfy in Jerusalem at 
which pictures of Rabin as 
Himmler were displayed. 

None of this will be forgotten 
next October, when Israel for 
foe first time elects a prime min- 
ister separately from member- 
ship of the Knesset Mr Peres 
has never been as popular as 
was Rabin, but be can almost 
certainly beat Mr Netanyahu. 

In a straight fight," a poll by 
the daily Ma'ariv shows Mr 
Feres would get 55 per cent of 
foe vote and Mr Netanyahu 3 1 
per cent Another poll gives Mr 
Peres 46 per cent and Mr 
Netanyahu 28 per cent. 

. Some members of Likud crit- 
icise Mr Netanyahu, whose 
character resembles that of 
Newt Gingrich, Speaker of foe 


But there is little they can do 
about iL In the unlikely event 
of a leadership contest, his 
strongest potential rival Dan 
Meridor, would now be con- 
sidered too liberal for many 
Likud supporters. 

There is no doubt, however, 
that Mr Netanyahu is worried. 
A sign is his reported attempt 
to bring back into foe party 
David Levy, the former foreign 
minister, whom be was glad to 
be rid of in June. He is now of- 
fering Mr Levy foe number 
two slot on the Likud ticket. 
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A FRIENDLY StMPif ADVICE 
A 8 MEGABYTES OF RAM ON ALL MACHINES 
A FREE 12 MONTH W-HOME 5ERVK2NG 
A SIMPLY PLUG IN TO WAY AND LEARNJ 


A FUTUteWOOF TO BlABtE Alt €XUmtt «0ME 
sonwwff to mffi without exph^sme upotADB 

A EAST PAYMOT TERMS AVAILABLE . : 

A HOME INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 
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PLUG THEM 
IN, WATCH 
THEM GO 


!e computer technology the key to 
learning or doer, it make aulomatons 
c/ children? Paul Vallely reports from 
a high tech classroom 
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^technology embraced: Thurston Upper School in Suffolk, where pupils spend up to 13 hours a week at a computer terminal 


R ichard Fawcett sat in the 
comer of the pub with a 
pen in his hand and a furrowed 
brow. He was trying to work 
out the square root of 24,8 
using the method he had been 
taught 30 years before at 
school. He had no (rouble 
remembering that his log tables 
had a blue canvas cover, nor 
that his slide-rale box was also 
blue, but the square root tech- 
nique eluded him until his third 
attempt. 

**1 know how to do it but it's 
old knowledge," said the head- 
teacher of Thurston Upper 
School, near Burs- St Edmunds, 
Suffolk, which has. for the past 
three years, been reaping the 
benefit of a £250.000 Technol- 
ogy Schools' Initiative grant to 
upgrade its computers and 
other high-tech equipment 
This week, the School Cur- 
riculum and Assessment Auth- 
ority announced that calcula- 
tors would he banned from 
maths tests for 11-ycar-olds, 
and possibly for 14-year-olds, 
too. This news may have 
prompted Mr Fawcett into a 
bout of logarithmic nostalgia 
but it also prompts some more 
philosophical questions about 
how technology shapes educa- 
tion - and not just how things 
are taught but. more pro- 
foundly. whether it alters our 
notion of what knowledge is. 

Mr Fawcett supped at a pint 
of Adnams and considered the 
Romans. It. was no wonder 
that they were not exactly 
wbizzo at maths when you 
consider the problem of divid- 
ing MCLVT1I by XXIX Ail 
their achievements in other 
fields did not take them much 


past the rote rhymes of illiter- 
ate methods of counting; 
methods that survived even 
into the last cenrury among 
innumerate Yorkshire shep- 
herds, who continued to count 
in their flock ~yan. tan. tether, 
mether. pip; avsar, saysar, 
akker, contcr. dick" - and. if 
they were interrupted, had to 
begin the rhyme again at the 
beginning. 

When the Arabs 
hit on their 
system - with 
its brilliant 
concept of zero - 
things changed 
dramatically 


It was only when the Arabs 
hit upon their more flexible 
system - with its brilliant con- 
cept of the number zero - that 
things began to change dra- 
matically and vast new hori- 
zons opened. A new technique 
had changed the nature of 
knowledge. 

The histoty of learning has 
been the story’ of such leaps. 
The microscope made us con- 
sider diseases not in terms of 
symptoms but in terms of what 
might be their causes. The 
telescope made possible 
another such giant step in 
astronomy. 

New technologies have 
affected the sociology of learn- 


ing. too. When books were 
copied by band, effort could be 
expended only on the greatest 
works, such as the Scriptures. 
But with the invention of the 
printing press, books became a 
commonplace. This not only 
altered our system of gover- 
nance, aiding the growth of 
democracy and the decline of 
feudalism ( the au t hori tics 
recognised this instinctively, 
which is why they tried to ban 
“seditious tracts"): it also 
meant that “light entertain- 
ment" such as Shakespeare got 
into print. 

Such were the developments 
of several millennia. It is easy 
to forget how far we have come 
in a generation, not only with 
calculators and computers but 
with IV and video, faxes and 
photocopying, and even the 
invention of the humble bottle 
of Uppcx correcting fluid. All, 
in Mr Fawcett’s view, have bad 
a significant impact on the val- 
ues of modern education, for 
better and for worse. 

For the worse? Some of that 
is evident enough. Yesterday, 
as we toured the school's large 
low-rise building which 
spreads itself generously over 
the flat Suffolk farmland, we 
came across a business studies 
student caught printing out 
his work without having 
checked it through, on the 
assumption that the computer 
spellchecker would have 
caught all the errors (it 
hadn't). Then, just off one of 
the workshop-like classrooms, 
with their banks Of computers 
.set in rows around the walL 
there was the sixth-former on 
a business studies vocational 


course who admitted, to the 
horror of his classmates, it 
must he said, that if he went 
into a shop to buy six Mars 
bars at 27 p each be wouldn't 
have any idea how much they 
cost unless be had a calculator; 
without one. he assumed the 
shopkeeper would get it right. 

Such inability is not uncom- 
mon nationally. Mike Aston, 
director of the Advisory Unit 
an Computers in Education, 
ruefully recalls the GCSE 
question which asked candi- 
dates to cost the painting of a 
room given the dimensions. 
One answered £3 .5m. "He 
could use the calculator all 
right. But he didn't under- 
stand the difference between 
the surface area and the vol- 
ume so be had filled the room 
with paint." 

But there are also the count- 
less examples of technology 
which is assisting for the better. 
At Thurston, where pupils 
spend anything between one 
and 13 hours a week at a com- 
puter terminal a satellite link 
to French TV gives language 
students access to contempo- 

S idioms in native speech. 

rulators enable students in 
chemistry and other applied 
sciences to bypass arithmetical 
drudgery and wrestle with the 
more interesting problems at a 
higher plane. Word processor 
spreadsheets permit students 
to run their own businesses, 
factoring in decisions on prices 
and other variables and study- 
ing the outcome. Thurston has 
been conducting a joint busi- 
ness venture with students at 
an entrepreneurial college in 
Finland - the school fax has 


allowed some 200 exchanges of 
documents to be made in the 
academic year instead of the 20 
or so that might have been pos- 
sible by post. 

The key question is how to 
strike a balance between the 
pros and cons. Some trade-offs 
we have to accept; it was ever 
thus. Many of the bards of the 
ancient Celtic and Greek tra- 
ditions refused to learn to read 
and write for fear it would 
destroy their poetiry. Writing is 
a memory substitute - many 
illiterate people have amazing 
memories - and the penalty for 
the writing which has increased 
the collective memory of soci- 
ety is the diminution of the 
memory of individuals. 

But not everyone finds the 
present trade-offs acceptable. 
“Some technology mixes chil- 
dren up further,” says the Tory 
MP and former headmaster. 
Sir Rhodes Bqyson. “Coun- 
tries in the Far East have the 
best balance. There, children 
are not allowed to use a calcu- 
lator before secondary schooL 
Germany is the same. In the 
beginning, they have to learn 
their tables: calculators can 
become an aid to speed once 
they are competent. The same 
should be true of computers." 

Chris Butler, head of infor- 


mation technology at Thurston, 
agrees with the philosophy but 
not the timetable: “Children 


have to have some basics laid 
before they can use technolog- 
ical aids, but at what age?" His 
colleague Stewart Chenery. 
who oversees the school's voca- 
tional programme, also sees a 
definitional issue - the elder 
generation notice what the 


young can't do that they can; 
but foe things they can't do, 
which foe young can. foe older 
people don't even know about 
“And there are problems with 
memory, foe things older peo- 
ple are horrified that 31 -year- 
olds can’t do, they probably 
couldn't do themselves until 
they were 13; they've just for- 
gotten. They think foey knew 
Shakespeare when foey were 14 
hut they are in fact remember- 
ing what they did at A level" 

And then there is foe hidden 
moral dimension. Disciplines 
of mind have all kinds of moral 
correlatives: sloppy work 
equals sloppy thought, and so 
forth. O tempo ra. o mores. 
But imperatives change. For a 
monk working on an illumi- 
nated scroll accuracy and intu- 
itively good spelling were a 
first-order requirement; one 
slip at the end could mean that 
days of work went in foe bin. 
But the premium shifted with 
foe invention of printing, and 
has moved again with the tran- 
sient text on a computer 
screen. “New technology might 
not do much for kids' spelling 
but it does make it easier for 
them to produce their best 
work." said Chris Butler. “They 
are more willing to correct and 
improve." 

This, then, is foe problem. 
The word processor might - 
like Tippex - encourage pupils 
to revise more. But it can also 
encourage laziness and cut- 
and-paste plagiarism. The pho- 
tocopier can make information 
more accessible; but it also 
tempts us into acquiring knowl- 
edge without then forcing the 
necessary effort to digest it 


properly. The video can allow 
chemistry students to see 
experiments that are too costly 
or dangerous to do in foe 
school-lab. But it can also turn 
a student's interaction with a 
work of literature into an 
entirely passive exercise which 
doesn't much enhance the 
reading of foe text 
“We're the last of the com- 
puter illiterates," said one 

‘I was horrified 
when Tony 
Blair said that 
he wanted to 
link all schools 
up to the 
Internet’ 


Thurston sixth-former, Mat- 
thew Kirk, a humanities stu- 
dent The kids who are two 
years behind us are different 
creatures." What follows this 
transitional generation may be 
changes it is difficult for oldies 
to conceive. The current 
growth in information avail- 
ability is phenomenal. There 
was a time when it was possi- 
ble for a Leonardo to know 
almost everything. Not now. 
Even the top academics cannot 
master everything in their 
field. Those who moan about 
the growth of specialisation 
and the lack of breadth in 
modern education forget 
about foe exponential growth 


Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 

in information and knowledge - 
And this poses a problem in 
itself. 

"I was horrified when Tony 
Blair said he wanted to link all 
schools up to the Internet," 
says Mike Aston of Computers 
in Education, “because schools 
and teach e/s aren’t ready for it. 
The databases to which they 
trill have access through the 
Internet are immense so foey 
will have to learn more about 
howto search, extract and eval- 
uate. This will have a major 
impact on the role of the 
teacher. They will have to 
become enablers in a three- 
cornered experience helping 
children to deal with informa- 
tion they themselves don’t 
understand. Many teachers wiH 
be frightened to let go of their 
traditional roles." 

Then there is foe cost- Even 
a leading-edge school like 
Thurston has nightmares about 
foe cost of upgrades. Without 
them, says Richard Fawcett, 
“we are condemning tomor- 
row’s students to using yester- 
day’s technology." 

But in one area the benefits 
are clear. Even at break time, 
the computers ail across the 
school are in use. In the 
library, a 13-year-old is glued 
to a CD-Rom. looking up 
information for his project on 
trains. Until he arrived at foe 
start of term, he had never 
used one. Nor, he says, did he 
ever use foe library in his mid- 
dle school He was, he said, 
without looking up from the 
screen, not very keen on 
books. Tr's break time," said 
the master in charge. Til just 
finish this," the boy said. 


Jo Brand’s 


I knew I would eventually have to become a living journalistic diefae in this 
column, do I am very relieved to find myself sitting hundred over foe word 
processor at two o'clock in the morning with a deadline looming. So this is what 
it feels like. I'd always believed that at this point I was supposed to be fired with 
a feverish inspiration four would catapult (be into producing fast-flowing and 
witty opinion. Instead. I'm shattered and I'd quite Ukc to go to bed. 

We spent foe final date of the tour in Cambridge tonight, where experience 
has taught me that foe audience tends to be somewhat restrained and a bit 
upmarket. Last time I worked here 1 had a section in my act that invoked 
waving a mystery ubject, consisting of a straw tube with a hook on it at the 
audience and asking them what it was. (It was. In fact a “wife leader" 
traditionally attached to the finger of the wife in foe Caribbean so the husband 
can lead her around.) The suggestion I received from a well-to-do woman in the 
Camb ridge audience was that it was "a cassava juice extractor". I’m sorry*. I don't 
even know what a cassava is. let alone bow you extract juice from it I'll obviously 
have to start paring more attention in Safeway ’s exotic foods section. I personally 
preferred the suggestion from a member of the Liverpool audience as l waved 
mv wife leader a* them. “It's a fat bird with a stick." bellowed some wag. 


On Sunday aft erDoo to I have a 
habit of gazmgvticantly at the telly, 
while felling myself that next Sunday 
I'll go and do something constructive; 
so that was how foe Sntusk Hits PoU 
Winners Party cattc to wash past my 
eyes. I didn't realise that foey had a 
section for comedy and was shocked 
to see my mush appear on the screen 
and discover I'd come fifth in the vote 
for favourite comedian. 

Considering that most people who 
read Smash Hits tend to be prc- 
pubeseent girls who weigh about foe 
some as an atom. I was surprised I 
hadn't been voted Rtvpuriic Grown-Up 
far a Week at tiic Betty Ford Clinic. 

I like foe idea that n riden ofhighBghti 
from foe Tbsj party conference (to be 
nsedJa a maaberabtedrive) has beat 
Iwfthtyariwn.1 


used in a membervMtdrive) has beat 
tampered wflfa ty e fo to rs. NO, they 
haven't airbenshed Michael PWUto's 
fK* Into a bUBumooe or voiced over 
John Major's nasal tones with a touch 
of SdnmxtewgfctAtfv* shifted foe 
audience rtspctue'Mhtod. People are 
shown dappin® at *peeAes foey 
weren't even graedtlt and looking 
sullen til speeches they apparently 
cheered at oto foe dajt One look at foe 
audiences who atiend these 
conference* Is normally enough to pat 



No aftfcrush job for Ribera bey 


By thri same token, it might be 
wise never to reveal to TV viewers all 
over the world the extent of silliness to 
be witnessed in the Russian 
parliament given foal certain 
characters, not content with foe 
occasional punch aimed at other 
ftKiubdrs, have turned foe whole thing 



week 



most of ns tending as fo^r do 
towards a mixture of death-penalty 
supporters with blue hair and acned 
yonfo With a penchant for the garotte, 
rds&ggut not showing the audience at 
afit then maybe o (err recruits would be 
insetted in to foe party, 


Best Stand-up Comic 


into a moronic cabaret in which 
dressing up in various stupid outfits 
seems to be foe norm. 

These Russian geezers make our 
Westminster lot look like grown-ups. 
We all accept that Screaming Lord 
Sutch is a bit of a laugh, but I don't 
think anyone would be too happy if he 
turned up in the Commons and tabled 
a motion pertaining to foe liberation 
of jelly, or the freedom tn wear a 
badger on your head on Wednesdays. 

Many thanks to the woman in a 
chemist’s in Bexfaiil who came swiftly 
to foe rescue of myself and John foe 
tour manager when we staggered in 
there last week with monumental 
hangovers. Having purchased some 
Wack Your Hangover Cure, this 
woman very kindly produced two 
glasses of water into which we tipped 
the powder: watched it fizz and then 
consumed It on foe premises. That’s 
the way chemists should be. 

My muni expressed her relief this 
week that I wasn't present at the 
British Comedy Awards. (All right, 
folks, yes. 1 won for stand-up.) I 
think she thought Jonathan Ross 
would try and make me cry. I was 
quite glad. too. although in some 
ways 1 wish l had been there last 
year when 1 got nominated for three 
awards and didn't win anything. I'd 
have liked to have had a bash at 


dissolving into piteous tears at the 
sadistic moment foe cameras invade 
you. as you digest the knowledge 
that you're a ioser. Everyone faces it 
so bravely. I'd like to see a few sulks 
and Betty Filmstar temper tantrums. 

I'd also like to congratulate Jack 
Dee for winning Top Personality and 
thank him for his message on my 
answerphone pointing out that 1 
might have got something for stand- 
up, but I am obviously lacking a 



Wien it comes to personaBty he’s tops 

personality. Yes, he was joking. 

i had a great night in Swansea on 
Wednesday, doing a shew with some 
comics on behalf of a long-standing 
community of people who risk loans; 
their homes became foe land ou which 
they live has been bought by a rich 
bloke who doesn’t want them there. 
The campaign for the Holt's Field 
community is going swimmingly. 

Although we were in a night-club 
that looked like it would burst into 
Saturday Nigjkt Fever at any moment, 
it was a good laugh, and it’s quite a 
while since IVc done a show in front 
of a DTs box complete with DJ. The 
bouncers looked like steroids on 
legs and I was eternally grateful I 
wasn't an unwelcome visitor. One of 
them asked me to send him a photo 
and it was no surprise he was called 
“Big" Dom. I'll make sure I write 
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T he Queen would never have done what the 
Princess of Whies did this week. She must 
have been appalled at her daughter-in-law’s 
indiscretion, her flagrant breaching of royal pro- 
tocol. There was Diana, on a platform with a 
Labour politician, letting everyone know how 
badly she felt about homelessness. She spoke 
emotionally about “sixteen- and seventeen-year 
olds who resort to begging, or worse, prostitu- 
tion, to get money in order to eat Young peo- 
ple whose physical and mental health has been 
severely damaged by life on the streets." 

This is not the discreet, diplomatic, Windsor 
way of doing things. The closest the Queen has 
ever got to telling us how she feels about any- 
thing was when she reached for a Latin textbook. 
“Annus hombilis " is hardly language to stir the 
hearts of the nation. Diana would not use iu she 
would probably think it was a form of colonic 
irrigation gone wrong. 

The Princess of Wiles is different from her 
in-laws. She “really cares” and she is not going 
to stay quiet. Her latest intervention had Tbiy 
backbenchers jumping up and down as though 
she had wrapped herself in the red flag, joined 
Tony Bi air’s front-bench team and was on the 
stump for Labour. She had “been duped by a 
socialist speech writer,” fumed Harry Greenway, 
a Conservative MP. 

It is easy to understand his fears. The 
princess shared a platform with Jack Strew, 
Labour's home affairs spokesman. She is dearly 
exploring new possibilities for her role in 


British life. Diana is an exciting and unpre- 
dictable figure, unwilling to be fettered by Buck- 
ingham Palace precedent and practice. More 
nervous Tbiy MPs, nursing tiny majorities, can 
perhaps be forgiven for believing, in their wilder 
moments, that she could even become party 
political, an unguided missile fired into tile gen- 
eral election campaign. 

But it is ridiculous to think that the Queen 
of Hearts is Labour’s trump card. Her speech 
was free of party favouritism. This was Diana 
having her say on a social issue about which she 
feels passionately, at a conference organised 
by a charity, Centrepoint, of which she is 
patron. 

The problem that the Princess of Wales 
poses to the Establishment does not concern 
politics. She is well aware of the requirement 
that members of the Royal Family should stay 
above party politics. She knows that her posi- 
tion would become untenable if she broke with 
that tradition. Her challenge, rather, is about 
style. She is unwilling to go along with a tight- 
lipped, reserved, buttoned-up, elitist image of 
monarchy that is utterly removed from the way 
people live their everyday lives. 

In a nutshell the Princess of Wales is com- 
ing to represent an alternative vision of the mod- 
em monarchy. If the latter was re-created in her 
image, it would still be charismatic and awe- 
some, but it would also be much more in touch 
with the concerns and realities of most people’s 
lives. She speaks to and on behalf of modem 



young women. Her trips to the gym, her talk 
about the difficulties of being the right type of 
parent, her confessions about buliznia and her 
speeches on a host of social problems from 
homelessness to Aids, strike a powerful chord 
with the rest of society. 

The Queen and her children traditionally 
steer dear of this difficult territory. Tire Prince 
of VVhles has bis own public causes. He has 
vented his spleen on the brutalism of some mod- 
em architecture, standards of spoken English , 
and on environmental issues. But he does not 
have his wife’s common touch. He win always 
remain a rather isolated and remote figure, a 
product of another, fast-disappearing age. 

As for the Queen, she prides herself on a 
detached monarchical style. She has an almost 
Pavlovian aversion to appearing partisan. Not 
even Pierre Brassard, the disc jockey who mas- 
queraded as' the Canadian premier, could 
trick her into abandoning her studied diplo^ 
matic persona. 

The neutral neutered character offered by 
the monarchy is a long-standing element in the 
British constitution. It has served the present 
queen well particularly during the Eighties 
when the prime minister, Margaret Thatcher, 
was a diviave force in British life. But her stud- 
ied distance from day-to-day issues leaves the 
Royal Family peculiarly out of touch: the 
monarchy’s habits, ways and image are increas- 
' ingly obsolescent, belonging more; to the Fifties 
than the Nineties. . . - 


Princess Diana takes more risks. She speaks 
about emotions. She is exploring the limits. She 
is breaking fresh ground. That’s dangerous: if 
she gets the national mood wrong, she risks 
alie nating the public. Buther style also offers 
an opportunity to reinvigorate an institution 
which has become dangerously out of touch with 
apeople who, after all pay the bills. 

The events of the past couple of days resem- 
ble similar attacks on the Church of England m 
the Eighties, when it became a vocal critic of 
poverty. The thundering Establishment said that 
the church had ho place in politics and should 
stay quiet. But the bishops kept up their barbed 
comments, won friends beyond the ordinary 
faithful and. as a result, gave themselves a lit- 
tle more relevance. . . 

. Likewise, the Princess of Wales will proba- 
bly annoy many people with her outspokenness. 
Her motivation may Ire questioned: it seems to 
be a combination of revenge against her hus- 
band, an obsession with self-publicity and a gen- 
uine to desire to do good. But, whatever her 
aims,shecoaId,-in the process of tackling con- 
troversial issues, free the Royal Family from its 
emotional strait-jacket and rescue it from its 
growing isolation. That would be a service to 
us 

. The Princess of Wales wflJ almost certainly 
never be Queen. But at the very minimum she 
could give Charles - and her son - a model for 
a more open, style of monarchy, at pace more 
risky and more relevant to modern times. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Let 100 currencies bloom 


From Mr James Robertson 
Sin One can sympathise with 
Andrew Marr's dream (“The 
secret that Blair and Major 
share”. 5 December) of stirring 
up apathy about Europe. But 
he is unlikely to realise it. And 
that is probably just as well 

Our politicians may agree 
with each other that the mon- 
etary debate boils down to this: 
everyone must use a single 
European currency, instead of 
national currencies; no. every- 
one must go on using national 
currencies; no, no, a decision 
must be postponed. But they 
are wrong. That is aot the 
whole story. 

What about allowing a com- 
mon European currency to 
develop organically, without 
compulsion, alongside national 
currencies, as increasing num- 
bers of businesses and others 
find it convenient to use it? 
There are strong political and 
economic arguments for that 
approach, as John Major recog- 
nised when he was Chancellor. 
It is an obvious fallback strat- 
egy for the European project, 
if and when Maastricht fails. 
And it has a further advantage, 


not so widely recognised as yet. 

Acceptance of the principle 
of coexisting currencies at dif- 
ferent levels could give new 
hope of economic recovery to 
many cities and other sub- 
national areas. One of the 
problems for these “economic 
crisis regions” today is that 
they cannot earn enough 
national currency to support 
economic transactions within 
their own boundaries. 

If as part of a new multi- 
level currency regime, local 
government authorities were 
allowed to issue local purchas- 
ing power in the form of local 
currencies for local use, that 
could be a great help. 

It would be good rf the Inde- 
pendent could encourage this 
kind of fresh thinking in the 
debate about Europe, rather 
than apathy. Today’s heresy 
can turn out to be tomorrow's 
conventional wisdom. 

Yours faithfully, 

James Robertson 
Cholsey, 

Oxfordshire 

The writer is author of “Future 
Wealth: A New Economics for 
the 21st century'. 


Quality television direct from the West End 


From Mr Noble Wilson 
Sir David Lister’s case (Section 
Two; “As not seen on TV”, 6 
December) for the making of 
television recordings of some of 
the best theatre productions in 
the British theatre is well 
argued. It should now be per- 
fectly possible to negotiate rights 
for domestic and international 
sales, both with Equity and the 
technicians' unions. The multi- 
channel fixture is nearly upon us 
and there wifl be a need for 
good, quality programming. 

More difficult to overcome is 
the belief that good televised 
drama can only come from the 
studio. There was a period in 
the Fifties when BBC Televi- 
sion transmitted live relays 
from shows running in the "West 
End theatres, but because man- 
agements were nervous about 
the effect on their audiences, it 
was only allowed to take part of 
the productions. 

To those of us involved in 
directing these outride broad- 
casts, it sometimes seemed that 
only the shows that were not 
doing too well would agree to 
a relay. The technology of the 
time also did not help: cameras 


were bulky, a lot of extra light- 
ing was required, and good 
audio coverage of actors mov- 
ing about the stage was very 
hard to achieve. 

Today, all that has changed: 
cameras are smaller, lighter, 
and more sensitive, which 
means less additional lit 
needs to be installed, 
microphones ensure perfect 
speech from any part of the 
stage. Digital video recording 
guarantees the quality of 
reproduction. 

It really ought to be possible 
to ensure that memorable pro- 
ductions can be enjoyed, long 
after they have dosed, by audi- 
ences in' Britain and abroad. 
Yours etc, 

Noble Wilson 
Long Ditton, Surrey 
7 December 

From Mr David Aldan 
Sir. Channel 4 has over the last 
few years commissioned a num- 
ber of stage plays for foe screen 
(6 December), including Alan 
Bennett’s Madness of George 
m, Ariel Dorfinan's Death and 
the Maiden, David Mamet’s 
Oleanna, Jonathan Harvey’s 


Beautiful Thing (now in 
post-production) and, as David 
Lister mentions, Adrian Noble 
is currently shooting A Mid- 
summer Night's Dream. 

They were commissioned 
because I felt they would work 
well as films and on television. 
What would convert ad hoc 
decisions into policy is if the 
Government would release the 
channel from its obligations 
under the funding formula to 
pay annual cheques (this year 
estimated at more than £70m) 
to ITV and allow us instead to 
spend the money on more pro- 
grammes, especially drama, 
which if it’s to oe done well can 
be expensive. 

The question is whether it 
would enrich our lives more for 
Granada to use our money to 
fund their acquisition of Forte 
or for Deborah Whmefs pro- 
duction of Richard IT to be 
brought to our screens. It’s a 
tough one. 

Yours faithfully, 

David Auken 
Head of Drama 
Channel Four Tfelevision 
London, SW1 
6 December 


In favour of a 
leghold trap ban 

From Mr Ken Collins, MEP 
Sir: I refer to the full-page 
advertisement in today's Inde- 
pendent placed by a coalition of 
animal welfare groups (7 
December). It states that the 
European Commission has 
decided to propose a post- 
ponement of the implementa- 
tion of the leghold trap ban. 

The European Parliament 
will of course be consulted on 
these proposals, possibly as 
early as this Monday. The Envi- 
ronment Committee, which will 
be the lead committee, has 
already made it dear in previ- 
ous discussions that it supports 
an immediate implementation 
of the ban, and that it abhors 
the Commission’s failure to 
enact the necessary imple- 
menting regulations. 

This is also the view of the 
Rirliamcnt’s largest political 
group. 

Although wc have not yet 
had an opportunity to study the 
Commission proposals, it is 
unlikely that our view will 
change. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ken Collins 

MEP for Strathclyde East 

(Lab) 

Brussels 
7 December 

The writer is chairman of the 
European Parliament’s Com- 
mittee on the Environment, 
Public Health and Consumer 
Protection. 


Sheep’s brains 
on the menu 

Fmm Mr Steve Robson 
Sir: Today, in your letters col- 
umn, Dr H. C Grant says that 
because sheep brains were 
removed from the carcasses 
they did not enter the human 
food chain and so posed no risk. 
They tvere removed and sold as 
a common food to be prepared 
in a variety of ways. Any French 
or English cookbook will give 
examples. 

So where does that leave us? 
Yours faithfully. 

Steve Robson 
London, SE1 
7 December 



William lyndale's New Testament, 1536 

In the vernacular 


Mary Evans 


From Mr Gregory Paul Morris 
Sir: In response to R. V. Wells 
(letter, 6 December), the 
Roman church actively spon- 
sored Latin translations of the 
“original” Hebrew scriptures 
in the 16th century, as the 
translation of Santes Pagninus 
and the Alcala and Com- 
plutensian Polyglot Bibles tes- 
tify. Wc owe a great debt to 
Sebastian Muenster, another 
early Roman Catholic Hebraist, 
whose Latin translation was 
one of the favoured cribs of 
those who produced the Autho- 
rised Version. 

The Church was increasingly 


suspicious of Judaismg influ- 
ences, however, and became 
rabidly hostile to the concept of 
a Bible that mediated the sacred 
writings to the pkxighboy and 
the artisan without the help of 
an unlearned and superstitious 
dergy. Nowhere was the Roman 
church more zealous in txyir^; to 
quash the vernacular Bible than 
in England: Sir Thomas More 
claimed that ’fyndale’s New Tes- 
tament had thoasands of errors, 
whereas modern scholars can 
was 


init5day. 

Yours faithfully, 
Gregory R Morris 
St Mazy’s College 
St Andrews. Fife 


By Jupiter, there 
is no Planet X! 


From Dr David A. Roihery 
Sir. What a pity Tbm Wilkie 
ended his otherwise excellent 
article on spacecraft that have 
gone to Jupiter and beyond (8 
December) with a paragraph 
about a “tenth planet beyond 
the orbit of Pluto" that might 
have been written years ago. 

Few planetary scientists now 
believe that “Planet X” can 
exist The strongest evidence 
against it comes from observa- 
tions in recent years of dozens 
of small icy objects, 200km and 
smaller in size, that are scat- 
tered throughout the region of 
Pinto’s orbit and beyond. This 
is none other than the Kuiper 
belt predicted by the Dutcb- 
Amencan astronomer Gerard 
Kuiper in 1951 as representing 
debris from the birth of the 
solar system, too widely dis- 
persed to have aggregated into 
planet-size objects. 

Extrapolating from the very 
small areas of sky so far sur- 


veyed in detail, it has been sug- 
geked that there are probably 
about 100 mxlHon of these more 
than 10km across. Whatever 
the total the very presence of 
the Kuiper belt is a strong indi- 
cation that there is no .large 
planet out there. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. ARothery 
Department of Earth Sciences 
The Open University 
Milton Keynes 
8 December 

From The Rev Mertyn Hughes 
Sin These lines from Ptolemy 
(2nd century AD) came to light 
as I heard of the successful 
Jupiter drop: 

Mortal though I be, yea. 
ephemeral if but a moment 
I gaze up to the night’s starry 
domain of heaven. 

Then no longer on earth' I 
stand; I touch the Creator, 
and my lively spirit drinketh 
immortality. 

Yours faithfully, 

Martyn Hughes 
Worthing 
8 December 


The benefits of a 
good consultant 

From Mr Martin Leith, 

Sin In Chris Blackhurst’s piece 
(“Ministers fail to justify con- 
sultants' fees of £95m”, 4 
December) health minister 
Tom Sackville is reported as 
saying that consultants were 
used to assist in improving effi- 
ciency. but that “it is not possi- 
ble to assess the savings winch 
are a direct consequence of 
their activity”. 

Mr Blackhurst infers that 
the Government has no idea 
how much benefit consultants 
provide. But he ignores the 
fact that or^msations such as 
the NHS lure consultants to 
bring benefits other than costs 

Zhlm ^hhifc in new, more elec- 
tive ways, cxmtributing special- 
ist expertise, acting as enablers. 


and supplying temporary man- 
power to help put plans into 
action. Furthermore, good con- 
sultants work hard to keep up 
to date with current manage- 
ment thinking, and although a 
few Luddite Tbiy MPs may dis- 
approve, much of this emanates 
from business scbools^some of 
the American ones. _ 

f*!nn«arming is a highly com- 

petitive marketplace and con- 
sultants have to be effective to 
survive. Consultants are chal- 
lenging towork with. They ask 
uncomfortable questions. They 
bring skeletons from closets, 
have high standards of 
fity. They work long hours. 

: good ones are in demand, 
and therefore expensive. 

Yours sincerely, 

Martin Leith 
Director 

The Centre for Large 
Group Interventions 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
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Labour fails 
French strikers 


From Mr Waher Caims 
Sir As someone who has just 
returned from France, I was 
interested to read Tbny Bar- 
ber’s perceptive analysis of the 
current industrial unrest there 
and its significance for the 
fixture of Economic and Mon- 
etary Union (EMU) (“The bat- 
tle for Europe’s future”, 6 
December). 

During my stay, I was par- 
ticular^ struck by the bitterness 
experienced by the strikers 
against a government that is 
prepared to sacrifice the social 
consensus, based oh what has 
hitherto been very generous 
welfare provision, on the altar 
of EMU- the benefits of which 
they were very unsure about 

I did, however, feel ex- 
tremely embarrassed when I 
was asked whether they could 
count on the support of the 
■ British Labour and Trade 
Union movement. I bad to 
reply very evasively in view of 
the deafening silence that has 
emanated from John . Smith 
House on this issue. 

In view of the fact that the 
French Hade Union movement 
is currently waging a fight that 
is much more general iu its 
scope than the safeguarding of 
its members, social security 
rights - to wit, the whole future 
of the welfare state in Europe 
- I find this Irappist monk 
approach quite astounding. 
Cynics might conclude that the 
Labour Party is so frightened of 
losing its respectability at home 
that it will not even support the 
justified demands of its com- 
rades elsewhere in Europe. 
Yours sincerely, 

Walter Cairns 
Manchester 
6 December 


Can’t afford a 
church wedding: 

From Mrs M Harris 
Sir I have been reading reports 
from the General Synod Of the 
Church or England regarding 
marriage and deploring the 
drop in the number of church 
marriages, but nowhere have I 
seen any reference to the high 
cost of getting married in a 
state chinch today. 

For young unemployed cou- 
ples, living on state benefit and 
trying to get a home together, 
tius might be partly the answer. 

Yhoctt help from parents who 
might also be on a low income, 
it nrijgit seem impossible. 

Maybe the Church should 
take a tip from the main street 
banks, which offer university 
students interest-free loans in 
the hope that when circum- 
stances improve they will retain 
the students’ custom. Has the 
Church not heard of the 
widow’s mite? 

Yours faithfully, 

M. Harris 
Coleford, 

Gloucestershire 
6 December 


Snowbound 
with the Swiss 

From Mr Neville Conder 
Sin If we have to sell British 
Rail and bearing in mind the 
disruption at the first fell of 
mow, let’s seD to the Swiss. 
Yours faiihfufly, 

Neville Conder 
London, SW7 
7 December 


DAVID 
AARONOVTTCF 


A matter 
of tax 


TTThat I want to know is this 
W - who framed Greg 
Knight? Greg who? Privy 
Counsellor, . Deputy Chief 
Whip, popular Tbiy MP for 
Deity North, the Right Hon- 
ourable Greg Knighi that's 
Greg who. Since last weekend, 
Mr Knight has been hounded 
by the gutter press in the shape 
of the Independent on Sunday 
and the Derby Evening 
Tblegraph. 

And why? It’s a strange tale. 
On Budget day, Ken Clarke 
announced that cars more than 
25 years old would do longer be 
subject to road tax. Hooray, 
said vintage car enthusiasts. 
Whoopee, said the House of 
Commons Classic Car Chib, 
which shot off faxes to car mags 
Popular Classics and Classic 
Car Weekly, praising the Chan- 
cellor for his wisdom and Mr 
Knight (an enthusiast himself) 
for exercising his influence to 
bring about this excellent 
change. 

So for, so good. The trouble 
started when some bright spark 
of a journalist noticed that the 
two fares, though identically 
worded, carried the names erf 
two completely different Hon- 
ourable Secretaries - a Miss C 
Seymour and a Mis T Sothcott. 
Said spark started to check out 
the Commons Classic Car 
Club. Nobody other than Mr 
Knight could be found who 
had heard of it 

Were the HonSecs for real? • 
Yes, Mr Knight could vouch for 
them (both turned out to be his 
personal assistants). But no, 
be was not sure who else was in 
the dub - he was a busy man, 
attended events when he could, 
couldn’t explain the change of 
HonSecs, but it is the season for 
AGMs. 

Sure, you could jump to the 
condnsion that Mr Knight is a 
rather preposterous self-publi- 
cist with a slim majority, who 
arranged to have self -congrat- 
ulatory press releases from a 
fictitious organisation circu- 
lated to the classic car world. 
But isn’t that all a bit too neat? 

I have a different theory. 
Mr Knight has made enemies 
in his time. Thke the occasion 
when he barked no fewer than 
four of his beautiful vintage 
cars in the Honse of Commons 
car park. Now you or 1 finding 



our usual parking spaces 
blocked by several elegant 
motors belon ging to the same 
person, would almost certainly 
smile, admire their classic lines 
and drive on, wishing the 
enthusiast well. MPs, unfortu- 
nately, are not so magnani- 
mous. Tim incident alone 
would provide sufficient motive 
for what I believe then 
followed. 

Several years ago, my tbeoiy 
goes, some MP set up the Clas- 
sic Car Club and invited a num- 
ber of colleagues to join. One 
was Greg Knight As time 
passed, the membership died 
off. or failed to be re-elected, 
leaving onfy a few MPs and oth- 
ers, many of whom had forgot- 
ten the club even existed. 

But there were two women 
prepared to keep the standard 
'flying. Enthused by their 
mutual employer. Miss Sey- 
mour and Mrs Sothcott first 
joined and later ran the dub, 
whose Annual General Meet- 
ing fell dne at the end of 
November. This year, one of 
the Ms S’s, as Honourable Sec- 
retary, booked theGrand Com- 
mittee Rooms and posted 
notices. Come the day and the 
hour and - horror! - the Com- 
mons was voting and the two 
women found themselves alone 
in the vast room. 

Undeterred, they pressed 
ahead with the only two items 
on the agenda - the expression 
of thanks to Mr Knight for his 
efforts on road tax (passed, 
nem con) and the election of 
officers, m which - naturally - 
Ms S succeeded Ms S for the 
period 199ft 

But who was going to convey 
the club's resolution to the 
public? After discussion, the 
two women decided to divide 
the task between them - the 
outgoing and the incoming 
HonSecs would appear on 
alternate press releases. End of 
story. 

What was dishonourable was 
the decision of Mr Knight’s 
jealous colleagues to refuse to 
come forward and validate his 
account of the dub, thus leav- 
ing him looking ridiculous- But 
they know who they are. And if 
I have anything to do with it, 
readers of the Independent will 
be told who they are. They have 
been warned! 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


Both BR and Rafltrack said today they were ready for any thing; 
the weather could throw at them -Report in Tuesday’s Evening 
Standard, before snow crippled the rail network in the South-east 

In Britain, if you are blonde and have blue eyes, then you are 
called a bimbo, which is rather unfortunate for 90 per cent of 
Scandinavians — Ulritai Jonsson, television personality, who is 
Swedish 

In their teenage years, when your average lad is oat getting his 
first woman, a lot of gay young people end up going to church 
instead because they axe open to other sources of beauty - tire 
Rev Mfchad >fcsey, who says Jesus would not have been hostile ‘ 
towards gays 

Some people who are gomg to find themselves outside Parlia- 
ment in two years' thne are m for a fright, because they have no 
qualification other than politics and there is nothing so dead as 
an ex-MP - Lord Harris of Greenwich, Liberal Democrat peer 

A four-letter word can never make an unfunny line funny, and 
every night these comedians prove my poinL Did you ever hear 
Cooper swear? Or Ken Dodd? Or Morecambe and Wise? 
— Eddie Braben, Morecambe and Wise scriptwriter 








I 

i + 



INDEPENDENT - SATURDAY' 9 DECEMBER 1995 



comment 


p K O F I L E 


•tin Burtt 


No sign of 
panic down 
on the farm 


How has the cattle industry been 
coping this week? Peter Popham 
looks through one farmer’s eyes 


A fter a week like the one just 
gone, even a character as 
phlegmatic as Martin Burtt, North 
Yorkshire livestock fanner, is getting 
a little rattled. Each day brings 
news of more schools giving up bee f 
and experts declaring their anxieties: 
yesterday it was announced that 
beef prices in some markets had 
plummeted by about £80 an animal, 
down more than 1 1 per cent on last 
week. Mr BurU and his cattle farm- 
ing colleagues around the country 
have had to contemplate the 
prospect of their industry collapsing, 
“It’s just unthinkable, the nightmare 
scenario.” he says. There would be 
ruination in the countryside.” 

Mr Burtt is at once both an ordi- 
nary' and an eminent figure in live- 
stock farming. His 250-acre farm 
amid the wild beauty of Glaisdale in 
the North Yorkshire Moors is “Small 
to medium”, as he puts it, on a par 
with hundreds of others around the 
country. But his concern for the wel- 
fare of the industry has propelled 
Him to the forefront of its deliber- 
ative bodies: he is chairman of the 
National Farmers Union's livestock 
committee and the union's beef 
farming representative on the board 
of Farm Assured British Beef and 


fell 20 per cent and consumption 
levels have only recently recovered. 

Resurgence of BSE-related fears 
among the public gives him “frus- 
tration and annoyance,” he says, 
“the same as marry other farmers. 
The media's been harping on about 
BSE with a very slanted point of 
view. The other side isn't getting 
put" 

The “other side” is what farmers 
have been reiterating since the ban 
in November 1989 on use of “spec- 
ified offal” - bits of cattle including 
brain and spinal cord - in products 
for human consumption. “Since the 
oflal ban.” Burtt says, “if procedures 
are carried out correctly in the 
slaughterhouse, there is no risk. 1 
have no doubt whatsoever that beef 
is perfectly safe and nutritious.” 

Yet widespread public doubts 
remain. Meanwhile, research into 
the problem limps from year to year, 
and in his recent budget, Ken 
Clarke announced that the Neu- 
ropathogenesis Unit in Edinburgh, 
one of the key- research bodies, is to 
have its funding cut. “We've got to 
pump money into these people who 
know, to get them to come up with 
results as fast as possible,” Burtt 
says, with some frustration. “It 



Martin Burtt with his cattle: ‘You get to know them as individuals' 


farms before going to agricultural 
college. “I suppose farming's in the 
blood.” he says. “U missed a couple 
of generations, now it's coming out 
in me.” In 1967. he bought for 
£16.500 the farm where he and his 
family - a daughter and triplet boys 
- still’ live. 

Today, that farm is worth more 
than £150.000. Much else has 


‘The media has been harping on about BSE with a very 
slanted point of view. The other side isn’t getting put* 


Lamb, an organisation dedicated to 
raising the standards of meat sold 
in shops. Why bother with such 
tasks? “I'd like (hem to be able to 
put cm my tombstone that the indus- 
try was safe in my bands.” he says. 

As far as Mr Bum is concerned, 
the Armageddon of industry melt- 
down is still a subject reserved for 
nightmares, not for sober daytime 
contemplation. “There is concern, 
but not panic The last thing we want 
is panic.” But five years ago. during 
the last BSE scare, demand for beef 


would be irresponsible to starve 
them of funds. If the government 
want to put their money where 
their mouth is. they should fund 
them to the lull. We've got to get an 
answer to this, and the only way is 
to keep the research going." 

Martin Burtt was brought up in 
the Yorkshire Dales, near where he 
farms today. He went to Sloneyhurst 
public school, but decided early 
that he wanted to farm. He left 
school after O-levels and spent 
three years' labouring on nearby 


changed, too. Before the BSE prob- 
lem crashed down on them, the 
biggest challenge Britain's cattle 
farmers faced was EU bureaucracy 
and quotas. “In 19S4. milk quotas 
were introduced. Since then, we've 
had quotas on beef and sheep, too: 
everything now has a lid on it. As a 
result everything we produce must 
be of the highest quality.” says BurU. 

Thai tendency has been rein- 
forced by a sea change in the mar- 
ket. When Mr Bunt started out. his 
market consisted of hundreds of 


family butcher shops; now the live- 
stock industry, worth about £10 bil- 
lion per year, is dominated by the 
big supermarket chains. Nation- 
wide. the amount of land devoted 
to beef fanning may have shrunk by 
20 per cent since the war, but from 
that reduced land and a much 
smaller workforce, 25 per cent more 
beef cows are produced. 

“The animals are bigger and bet- 
ter quality, too,” says Burtt. Beef 
sales last year generated £1.86 bil- 
lion and exports £500 million. 

With his 60 head of beef and 90 
of dairy cattle, Burtt represents a 
tiny but typical fraction of this 
industry. Last year, there were 
73.600 beef cow' and 46.200 dairy 
cow holdings in the country, with 
nearly 12 million cattle and calves 
among them. The industry employs 
about 100.000 people -a \-asl reduc- 
tion over the past 50years; Mr Burtt 
and his two assistants (one part 
time) account for three of them. 

When BSE first appeared, in 
1986, it was ‘‘just something we 
heard about in the media, like any- 
one else." he says. “I just hoped it 
wouldn't affect my herd, or anyone 
else's.” 

The agent believed to haw caused 
it, the sheep brain disease scrapie. 


Richard Rayner/North News 


got into the feed that farmers fed to 
dairy cattle. The fad that this feed 
contained fragments of both sheep 
and cow flesh didn't bother Mr 
Burtt: “At the time, it was seen as an 
extremely cheap and nutritious form 
of feed. Nobody thought there was 
anything wrong with it 

“The government predicted the 
number of cattle with BSE would 
fail alter the government banned 
the feed, and eventually it did. It's 
been a slow decline though - many 
fanners had hundreds of tons of 
feed in storage when the ban was 
introduced, and they weren't going 
to throw it aQ away.” 

As numbers began falling last 
year, Mr Burtt began to breathe eas- 
ier. He bas had BSE on his farm, 
like most dairy fanners and 15 per 
cent of beef farmers- “three or four 
cases in the past three or four 
years," be says. 

This weekend, the Bunts will sit 
down to their customary beef joint 
without a qualm: next week, they 
will eat beefburgers as usuaL Mr 
Burtt knows what he's doing. “You 
get used to your cows when you 
spend all day with them, you know 
them as individuals, almost by 
name.” He enjoys a degree of cct- 
tainty the rest of us can only crave. 


Nobel poet 
shaped by 
contradictions 

Fintan O’Toole offers an eve-of- 
cereraony tribute to Seamus Heaney 

TV)Teeting Bill Clinton in A poet in thrall to that land- 
I VI D ublin last week, and lis- scape could have supped easily 
tening to the US President and naturally into the role of 
Quote him in virtually every cultural spokesman for an 
speech he gave, Seamus Heaney embattled tribe. The : pressure 
most have bad mixed feelings, to do just that weighs heavily on 
He himself has quoted with his work. The tension between 
approval a message die Amer- the warn, rich lyric impulse of 
jean poet Robert Lowell sent to his gift and the dark, dangerous 
Lyndon Johnson, tu rning down terrain over which it has often 
a request to read at the White had to move is what has made 
House: “every serious artist his poetry so powerful, 
knows that he cannot enjoy His basic politics are not 
public celebration without mak- very different from those of 
mg subtle public commitments.” most Irish nationalists in North- 
la an artistic life marked by ern Ireland. He famously 
an increasing volume of pub- objected to being included in 
lie celebration, culminating the Penguin Book of British 
with his acceptance of the Verse, sending a poetic open let- 
Nobel Prize for Literature ter to the editors: 
tomorrow, Seamus Heaney has My passport 's green. 

also tried to avoid subtle polit- No glass of ours was ever 

ical commitments. raised 

He is not an unpolitical To toast the Queen. 
writer. On the contrary, when But he writes, of course, in 
Heaney and others began to English. Almost as much as he 
write poetry in Belfast in the is a poet of Irish experience, 
early Sixties, it was a deeply Heaney is a poet of English un- 
political act. They believed, as ditions, a successor to Milton. 
Heaney later recalled, “that the 
tolerances and subtletiesof then- 
art were precisely wbat they had 
to set against the repetitive 
intolerance of public life.” 

His poetry is not a sh unning 
of politics, but a corrective to it 
By seeking out the subtlety 
that is always hidden in words, 
he has delivered a rebuke to the 
dangerous cliches of so much 
public language. One of the 
reasons he is so often quoted by 
politicians on big, symbolic Heaney: at heart an 
occasions is that the generosity Irish nationalist 
of his language supplies some- 
thing that has been patently Wordsworth and Hopkins. And 
absent in most political speech, every lime he writes, he 
It is easy, of course, for writ- acknowledges, in the very act, 
ers who don't really feel the tug what he calls the “double real- 
of a commitment to their own ily” of Ireland and Britain, 
tribe to steer clear of narrow That he has made something 

political identifications. But in wonderful from this contradic- 
Heaney's case, everything don holds out the hope that liv- 
about him is saturated in a vis- ing in a double reality, as North- 
ceral sense of belonging. His ern Ireland mutt learn to do. can 
imagination is deeply territor- be rich and rewarding instead of 
ial, utterly rooted in a sense of nightmarish and terrifying, 
place. His work has returned Some time ago, Heaney 
again and again to his child- expressed the desire to “make 
hood in County Derry, a place, things up more, to transform 
like all places in Northern Ire- thipgsmore ... to change wfaat's 
land, imbued with politics. there. I would like to be able to 

As a young Catholic, Seamus . put things through myself and 
Heaney suffered the usual make them different 1 would 
harassment from the exclu- like to be lighter. I would like 
avely Protestant special con- to be freer.” So, loo. would the 
stabulary. Even though his fom- vast majority of Irish people, 
ily was not politicised, his North and South. The job of 
“country of community”, as he politics is to get to a point 
put it “was also a place of divi- where politicians don’t have to 
sion", wherein the very names rely on quotes from Seamus 
of fields and townlands, some Heaney when ibey warn lo 
Scots, some Irish, gave the articulate that aspiration, 
game away: “the lines of sec- 
tarian antagonism followed the The writer is a columnist with the 
boundaries of the land”. ‘Irish Times'. 



Heaney: at heart an 
Irish nationalist 
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It’s official; stress can damage your health 

First it was said to cause heart attacks. Now it’s cancer. Liz Hunt looks at the making of a modern disease 



Stress at work has contributed to a rise in heart disease among men Paulo Macario 


T he link between breast cancer and stress 
reported this week by a team of British doc- 
tors and psychologists has significance beyond 
its clinical ’conclusion. Previous studies have 
hinted that major traumas such as bereavement, 
redundancy or divorce, are associated with the 
disease but the latest evidence, published in (he 
British Medical Journal today, is the most com- 
pelling to date. 

This study obliges us to place stress at the core 
of mainstream medicine, as a cause of ill-health. 
And it begs the question that if stress realty; docs 
cause disease, what can doctors do about it? 

Doctors do not like stress because it is diffi- 
cult to treat. They prefer magic-bullet medicine, 
where a drug or operation will cure the disease 
or alleviate the symptoms. This has been a bar- 
rier for more than 50 years to their acceptance 
of stress as a potential trigger for a range of ill- 
nesses. Their patients, however, have recognised 
stress and its associated risks more readily. 

Everyone has felt “stressed out" at sometime 
or other, it was the classic Eighties' disease. And 
when people are under stress they know, almost 
intuitively, that they are more vulnerable to 
coughs, colds, and other infections. _ 

This may sound like common sense, but it 5 only 
with scientific evaluation that stress wDl be taken 
seriously. Guy Cooper, professor of orcanisafronal 
psychology at the University of Manchester Insti- 
tute of Science and Technology, says: “Studies like 
the BMJ study can only help. What we have 
needed is a scientific approach to evaluating stress 
and. until recently, very few doctors and psychol- 
ogists have worked together on this.” 

An Austrian physiologist. Hans Solve, work- 
ing in Montreal m the Thirties, is widely regarded 
as the father of modem stress research. He no ted 
that adverse stress- physical or emotional stim- 
uli including internal conflicts significant life 
events or physical violence - were risk factors 
for a range of illnesses in certain patients. Dr 
Solve hypothesised in medical journals and lec- 
tures that these forms of stress disturbed the pro- 
duction of certain vital hormones in the body, 
resulting in pathological changes to some tissues. 

His work attracted some attention from fellow 
doctors but it was not until the changes in work- 
ing practice brought about by the Second World 
War that stress became more widely recognised 
as a subject worthy of research. Long hours ami 
extra night shifts in munitions factories and the 



aircraft industry took their toll on people's health, 
reflected in absenteeism and behavioural changes 
such as increased drinking and smoking. 

In the Fifties and Sixties, the rise in heart dis- 
ease among men was identified and since they 
then made up the bulk of the workforce, it was 
suggested that stress - possibly related lo new 
technologies in the office and modernisation of 
manufacturing industries - might he a contrib- 
utory- factor, “ft was a gradual dawning that 
something was gping on here and that stress 
could play a part,” Professor Cooper says. 

The real springboard for the emergence of 
stress as a modem disease was the work of two 
cardiologists in the late Sixties in San Francisco. 



Dr Meyer Friedman and Dr Ray Roscnman 
showed a direct relationship between what they 
termed "type A” behaviour (ambition, aggres- 
siveness. competitiveness, hostility, restlessness 
etc) and heart disease. Their eight -year study 
of more than 3.000 men in California concluded 
that those who showed type A behaviour ran 
twice the normal risk of developing coronary 
heart disease. This was comparable lo the risks 
associated with smoking and drinking. 

Their study remains controversial, since sev- 
eral attempts lo confirm the findings have failed 
to do so. However, it remains a landmark in 
stress research, and funding for further work by 
the growing number of interested psychologists 

o * • 


and scientists was forthcoming as a result. 

They set out to discover if stress played a role 
in the development of other diseases. They had 
their answer when, in the Seventies, scientists at 
Ohio Slate University showed that the immune 
system of animals subjected to stress was com- 
promised. and that production of white blood 
cells, the T-cclls. which fight disease, fell. 

Since then a variety of studies - some good, 
some dubious - bave'linked stress to a series of 
major and minor illness: cancer, mouth ulcers, 
infertility, and post-viral fatigue syndrome. Dr 
Sehrc's hypothesis is now the accepted view: that 
when coping with stress the body responds by 
increased production of certain hormones such 
as adrenaline and cortisoL which affect heart 
rate, blood pressure and metabolism. However, 
at a certain level and under continued exposure 
lo stress, these physiological changes affect a per- 
son’s ability to cope, and possibly cause damage 
to vital organs. In some susceptible individuals, 
this may trigger disease. 

Dr Tony David, a medical psychologist at the 
Institute of Psychiatry in London and one of the 
researchers involved in the new BMJ study, has 
postulated that treatments which directly affect 
the immune system, protecting it from the 
effects of stress, are a therapeutic option in 
stress-related illness. But this is many years away, 
hormonal treatments are another possibility, but 
again too little is known about their role in dis- 
ease development. 

Preventive action against the bad effects of 
stress is. (hen, largely up to the individual, by 
learning how to reduce or manage their stress 
levels. GPs can help by referring patients to coun- 
sellors or therapists, but those who do are the 
exception rather than the rule. 

Alternatively, Professor Cooper sees a grow- 
ing role for employers in reducing stress. Changes 
in the workplace throughout the Eighties and 
Nineties have disrupted the lives of millions. The 
job for life has disappeared, replaced by insecu- 
rity and short-term contracts. In the short-term 
at least occupational stress will be a growinc prob- 
lem, reflected in poor health and absenteeism. By 
reducing stress levels ax work or helping people 
cope through access 10 counselling, employers will 
be getting more out of their employees while 
enabling them to manage stressful events outside 
work more effectively. The way forward may be 
through the workplace rather than the surgery. 
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SHOPPING BREAKS 

IN CENTRAL LONDON HOTELS 


£49 

Royal Scot u-mc *** 

Near King* Cross and Eustoo 
0171 278 2434 
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Hospitality Inn ml- * *++ 
Bjvswatrr. overlooking Hyde Park 
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No single ucmpvtcy. 
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Tom Burns 


Tom Burns, the Roman 
Catholic publisher and editor of 
the Catholic weekly the Tablet 
from 1967 to 1982, was an in- 
fluential figure on the Catholic 
scene in Britain. The Catholic 
faith was the foundation of his 
life, the backdrop for everything 
be did. His confidence m the 
Church supported him when, in 
1968, he had to cope with the 
crisis caused by the publication 
of Humana? Vitae, Pope Paul 
Vi's encyclical reaffirming the 
traditional ban on contracep- 
tion. No editor of the Tablet, 
Bums thought, had ever been 
confronted with an issue of 


Paris, where he threw himself 
into the world of the Catholic 
revivaL 

Back in London, Bums was 
invited by Frank Sheed to join 
him in launching the new pub- 
lishing house of Sheed & Wud. 
Tirelessly making social contacts 
from morning till evening with 
huge conviviality -Hilaire Bel- 
loc and G JL Cheaerton were 
among his acquaintances - 
Burns tackled the job with his 


and publishing in the Tablet in- 
stalments of bis novel Mortsigpor 
Quixote as it was being written. 
There, was a friendship also, 
which (fled out of disrepair, with 
Evelyn Wnugh. 

At the outbreak of the Sec- 
ond World W&r, knowing Spain 


and the Spanish language. 
Bums found himself press at- 


tadrf at the Madrid embassy 
under Sir Samuel Hoare. His 


usual energy. By 1931, in only 
five years, the firm had 


conscience and policy so move. 
Bums was bom in Chue, in 


published 191 different titles. 

In 1936 Burns left Sheed & 
Ward for Longman Green, 
across the road in Paternoster 


1906, the seventh of nine chil- 
dren. His lather was a Scottish 
businessman, his mother a 
Chilean of mixed English and 
Basque descent. The family 
settled in London. Bums was 
educated by the Jesuits, first at 
Wimbledon College, and then 
at Stonyhurst as one of the spe- 
cial charges of the brilliant and 
formidable Martin D'Arcy. He 
went on not to university but to 


Row. He set himself in partic- 
ular to revive the Catholic list. 


alar to revive the Catholic list, 
which had become virtually de- 
funct. One of his successes was 
to persuade the board at Long- 
mans to back a visit to Mexico 
by Graham Greene. Out of his 
venture came Greene’s first 
great novel - The Power and the 
Glory (1940). Greene never 
forgot, and supported Tom 
Burns in his turn by becoming 
one of the Tablets trustees. 


brief was to do everything pos- 
sible to encourage Spain’s neu- 
trality and he found his task 
congenial. It was his conviction 
that the Spanish Qvfl War had 
been a peculiarly Spanish phe- 
nomenon; for him, that belief 
was confirmed when Franco 



firm (a thousand titles were 


added to the list) and book- 
shops; R. and T wash bourne. 


Bums: a journey of faftti 


kept Hitler at arm’s length. 
It was in 1944 that Bums m 


It was in 1944 that Bums mar- 
ried his beloved wife, Mab£I, 
daughter of the Spanish physi- 
cian, historian and liberal Gre- 


gorio Marabou. For all who 
knew them in their later years, 
Tom and Mabel were a unit: ft 
was impossible to think of one 
without the other. Burns was a 
patriarch to the manner born, 
and be and Mab61 with their 


four children became the cen- 
tre of a devoted extended fam- 
ily which opened its arms to all 
manner of visilozs and guests. 

After the war he became 
managing director of Burns & 
Oates, the leading Catholic 


publishing house originally 
founded by his great-uncle 
James Bums. Tbm Bums and 
his colleague Douglas Wood- 
ruff, the then editor of the 
Tablet, built tip a small empire, 
consisting of the publishing 


specialists in devotional articles 
such as rosaries and statues of 
Our Lady and the saints; the 
biggest-sefling religious weekly, 
the Universe: and the Tablet. 

Woodruff had great influence 
on Burns’s career, bat the two 
men were very different Before 
taking over the editorial chair 
of the Tablet in 1967, Bums had 
composed a memorandum of 
his intentions. Though couched 
in general terms, it caused 
Woodruff such alarm that there 
was an attempt, which dme to 
nothing, to revoke Burns’s ap- 
pointment It was dear that the 
Tablet would change. Woodruff 
never came to terms with the 
Second "Vatican Council, Ok re- 
forming council of the Church 

which met in Rome from 1962 
to 1965, whereas for Burns it 
seemed the realisation of his 
dreams. 

The crisis over contraception 
broke in 1968. Burns was dear 
in his opposition to the papal 
encyclical and despite the pres- 


sures brought to bear on him, 
he held courageously in con- 
sdeuce to his opinion. He called 
his leading aitide “Crisis in the 
Church” and correctly forecast 
that it would qukkty become a 
crisis of authority. Very large 
numbers of CatiKuks shared ffis 
standpoint and among them 

were those who found die Tablet 
a lifeline. He gave diem hope. 

The paper lost some matters 
and gamed others. In an open 
letter “on loyalty” to a orfonel 
who bad cancelled his sub- 
scription, Bums wrote: "Ws are 
a very old family: we have lived 
togetherfor nearly 2,000 yeah. 
But we maybe still in our in-' 
fancy.- 1 believe, as Coventiy Pat- 
more said, m the Catholicism of 


spiritual lie at the centre of 

Marrion - f gniniS iM. 

In 1968 he paid a visit to 
Nigeria and agains t die stream 
of Catholic opinion gave whole- 
hearted support to General 
Gowon in his struggle with 
General Ojubwu, die separatist 

leader of the mainly Catholic 
Ibos. Deeply antagonistic to 
Ojukwu’s cause, Burns refused 
to publish the letters of protest 
against his editorial policy. 

. He greatly expanded the 
Tablet’s international coverage 
of the Church. One of his con- 
cerns was to bu3d bridges tothe 
Irish Catholic community; he 
launched an Irish supplement 


do battle, he pished forward his 

vision of a renewal of the 
Church from the standpoint of 
the “extreme centre”. 

His political line, however, 
was conservative. All his life he 
would have no truck with so- 
cialism and was robustly anti- 
communist, abhorring the 


year in the issue nearest to St 
Patrick’s Day. 

Financially, the paper wasin 


difficulty. Part by part, the 
Bures and Oates Holdings em- 
pire dissolved, and eventually 
the Tablet was on its own. With 
characteristic optimism. Burns 
wnH«teH a group of eminent 
trustees, headed by the Duke of 
Norfolk, who became the pa- 
per’s owners, and launched sev- 


Thomas Ferrier Bums, journal - 
ist, publisher bom 21 April 1906; 
director. Tablet Publishing Com- 
pany 1935-85; chairman, Bums 
& Oates 1948-67; Editor; the 
Tablet 1967-82; OBE 1983; mar- 
ried 1944 MabFL Marahon (three 
sons, one daughter); died 8 
December 1995. 


Wallas Eaton 


“Whl", the very common com- 
mon man and voice of “Pro- 
fessor” Jimmy Edwards's 
conscience, first made his heart- 
cry of “Come ‘ome, Jim Ed- 
wards, come back to the 
Buildings where you belong!” 
on 4 January 1949. And in one 
way or another he went on 
making this heait-feh plea right 
to the end, 10 years later, when 
the BBC’s most popular radio 
series. Take It From Here, dosed 
down. “Wil” was Wfellas Eaton, 
a straight actor turned funny- 
voice man via a string of stage 
revues and comedies including 
1066 and AD That (1947), Slings 
and Arrows (1948) and For 
Amusement Only (1958). 

Eaton was bom in Leicester 
in 1917 and educated at the Al- 
derman Newton SchooL This 
led to Christ's College, Cam- 
bridge, where he read History 
and English. He made his first 
stage appearance in his home 
town at the Theatre Royal in 
1936, and his London d£but at 
the Old Vic three years later, 
playing the small part of the An- 
nouncer in The Ascent ofF6. In 
1940 he was the Second Priest 
in Murder in the Cathedral, 
which be followed with bis first 
comedy role in The Body Was 
Well Nourished. 

Eaton joined the Army in 
1940 anid served with distinction 
in the Second World Whr, leav- 
ing with the rank of major in 
command of a searchlight bat- 
tery. In 1944 he appeared in Too 
True To Be Good at the Lyric 


In the days when all first-class 
cricketers were either Gentle- 
men or Players a natural path 
to rapid advancement was to 
become an amateur wicket- 
keeper. If the major prize, an 
England cap, was rarely al- 
lowed to leave the profession- 
als' grasp, there were one or two 
amateurs good enough to slip 
through when the stars were in- 
jured and the selectors blinked. 
One such was Howard “Hop- 
per” Levett of Kent who spent 
most of his career in the shad- 
ow of Leslie Ames, with Kent, 
and in competition with George 
Duckwortb of Lancashire. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


ROSS: On 3 December, to Sara and 
Alou a beautiful 9K» son. Tbamas 

Will urn. Thanks to all at Greenwich 
Hospital. 

THORNE: Susan (n*c Hawthorne) 
and Andrew arc delighted to an- 
nounce the birth oT their son Timo- 
thy Lindsay on 1 December 1995 -a 
brother for Melissa. 


IN MEMORIAM 


PIPER: John Andrew, died 9 Decem- 
ber 1989. Thinking or you today, as 
every day. Loving you and 
von. Marv. 


AwmaccMMS far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages. Deaths, Mow- 
rial 5e rrfce s. \*Wdh^ Jondmsa rteg.In 
Memorials) should be seat in writing 
to the Comte Edfoe The Independent, 
I Canada Square, Canary Wharf; Lon- 
don E145DL, telephoned Co 0(71-293 
2911 (24- hoar answering marhtnr 
6171-293 2012) or food ta 0171-29 3 


2010, and are charged at £6. 50 a line 
tVAT extra). OTHER Gazette an. 


uoonwmeBafotfcc»,l laK ti a w », Rncb- 
coaring marriages, Marriagesl must be 
SBbmatal in writing (or toed) and are 
charged at £10 a Une, VAT am. They 
should be accompanied by a dgytime 
tdtphotMDBobcc 


Changing of the Guard 
TODAY: The Household Cavaby Mount- 
ed Kcpmcni mounts the Queen's life 
Guard at Bone Guard*. Ham. TO* 
MORROW: The Housebote Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts the Queen's 
Life Guard at Hone Gauds, 1 0am; .In 
BaiuUrm The Queen's Lancashire Regi- 
mem mounts the Queen's Guard, at taefc- 
Ingham Palace. II J0a n. band provided 
by the Welsh Guards. 


Theatre, Hammersmith. Good, 
if small, roles continued, in- 
cluding an appearance with 
Vivien. Leigh in The Skin of Our 
Teeth, Thornton Wilder's “his- 
tory of our world in comic 
strip", at the Phoenix in 1945. 
Films, however, failed to make 
much use of Eaton, despite a 
promising ddbut in Caesar and 
Cleopatra (1945). 

Radio was still the main 
source of family entertainment 
in the Forties, and creeping op 
behind the poll-toppmg It's 
That Man Again, starring the na- 
tion’s favourite funny man tom- 
my Handley, was a brand new 
post-war series entitled Take It 
From Here. Written by the new 
team of Frank Muir and Denis 
Norden, the only unoriginal 
thing about it was fts title. (This 
was borrowed from a success- 
ful 1943 radio series starring 
Richard Haydn, the fabulous 
fish mimic.) The three stars 
were Professor Jimnty Edwards, 
an ebullient euphonium player, ' 
Master Did: Bentley, ageing 
buffoon, and the glamorous 
son^tress Joy Nichols. Neces- 
sary character voices came from 
the BBC Drama Rep stalwart 
Wilfred Babbage, who was soon 
replaced by Clarence Wright, a 
refugee from ITMA. As a 
change from his silly salesman 



Stan Smith 


The Take H From Here team, 1958: Eaton (top) with (from left) Jimmy Edwards, June WMtfMd and Dick Bentley 


Photograph: BBC 


“Good morning! Nice day!”), 
Wight played Henpecked Har- 


Wrigjii played Henpecked Har- 
ty Hickory (“Shush . . . I thought 
it was her for a minute!”). The 
first programme was broadcast 
in 1948, and when the second 


series opened in 1949 the voice 
of Whites Eaton was heard on 
the air for the first tune. 

As Wal, Eaton brought 
shame to the Professor by re- 
vealing his humble roots in the 
Buildings, presumably Pea- 
body’s. “Come 'ome, Jim Ed- 
wards,” Wal would plead, “the 
eyes of the Buildings is upon 
you! Don't desert them what 
reared you! Oh Jim, they’re 
goin’ to tear down the Buildings 
and make a night-club for the 
troops. An ENSA niterie.” 

“ENSA niterie?” roared the 


Prof “That's insanitary!” So the 
gags continued. “Your Mum's 
being turned out without a 
doorstep to lay 'er ’ead on! She’s 
prostrate!” “Has she tried legal 
aid?” asked Edwards. “Legal 


its,” answered "Wfri "That’s why 
she’s prostrate!” 

Each series brought a fresh 
theme, with' ^fel begging Ed- 
wards to “Save the Buil dings ” 


or to go straight and marry - 
“Thke the plunge, Jim Ed- 
wards!” From 1953 Eaton 
played the pub landlord to 


whom Edwards as Pa Ghrm 
poured out the latest affairs of 
his dim son Ron (Bendey) and 
fiancee Eth, played by the all- 
purpose genius June Whitfield. 

Eaton's stage career now re- 
ally took hold and he was cast 
by JoanLifflewrod in fin& Ain’t 
Wot They Used TBe (1959). 

■ Following a promising d£but 
for BBC Television in Arthur 
Askey’s top-rated series Before 
Your Very Eyes (1952), Eaton’s 
television appearances were 
not very frequent He had parts 
in The Rivals cf Sherlock Holmes 


and later in the Frankie How- 
erd series Up Pompeii. In l975 


he made a trip to Australia, 
where be could indulge his 


where he could indulge his 
favourite hobby of sailing. He 
decided to settle there -an in- 
triguing choice considering his 
dose involvement with Dick 
Bentley and Joy Nichols, both 
Australians wh<5 preferred to 
live in England. 

Denis Gifford 


Wallas Heaton, actor: bom 
Leicester 18 Febmaryl917; died 
Australia 3 November 1995. 


Hopper Levett 


He would have been six when 
the Great W&r began, snatching 
just a glimpse of cricket's Gold- 
en Age, and was fortunate to at- 
tend Brighton College, a school 
with a reputation for producing 
cricketers and footballers, even 
double internationals; Sammy 
Woods had preceded him and 
even in such formative years 
Levett was described as “a 
genuine character in the true 
sense of that much abused 
word". 

He made his ddbut for Kent 
when 22 and continued playing 
until 1947 as very much the spe- 
cialist wicket-keeper, averaging 


only 12 with the bat but record- 
ing 467 dismissals, of which. 
195 were stumped. He made the 
first of his four appearances for 
the Gentlemen at Lord’s in 
1931 and toured India with 
MCC in 1933-4 at a time when 
trips to the subcontinent were 
much more amateur than pro- 
fessional. In his one tost, in Cal- 
cutta, he took three catdres but 
scored only 5 and 2 not out. 

However, in 1937 he was 
“considered to be well in the 
running for a trip to Australia’’ 
but, once again, Ames recov- 
ered from mjury. Sir Pelham 
Warner still ranked him among 


England’s top four wicket- 
keepers as late as 1945. 

It was said of Levett. a man 
of great nervous energy, a non- 
stop chatterer behind the 
stumps or in the pavilion, that 
on one of his brilliant days be 
was the best in the country. 

A farmer’s son. he remained 
an honoured and admired char- 
acter in Kent, that most con- 
vivial of county clubs, and was 
the club's president in 1974. 

He will be best remembered, 
with affection, for one of the 
game’s classic stories. After a 
night of heavy entertaining. 
Hopper Levett took his place 


behind the stumps and never 
even flickered as the first balL 
whistled ly outside the off- 
stump for four byes. 

The batsman tickled the sec- 
ond down the legside, Hopper 
took off to dive and take a spec- 
tacular catch, rising to say, 
beaming: “Not bad, eh, for the 
first ball of the morning?” 

Derek Hodgson 


William Howard Vincent Levett, 
cricketer bom Goudhuist, Kent 
25 January 1908; married 1943 
Pamela Goodhew ( deceased ; 
one child deceased); died 30 
November 1995. 



Lovett *Not bad, aW 
Photograph: Cokxsport 


T ikfthfemvje.j a memhernf the 

11th Hussars who survived the 
Charge of the Light Brigade, 
Stan South was hnnself a sur- 
vivor- and the last survivor of 
the “Blade Hole of Baku”. The 
story of this appalling incident 
was not given much publicity, 
but it bears comparison with the 
worst atrocities endured by 
prisoners of the Japanese in the 
Second World War. 

Smith was one of 28 volun- 
teers under Commander Bruce 
Fraser sent to Eozeli, a port on 
the Caspian Sea, just after the 
First World War, in an attempt 
to prevent the advance of the 
Bolshevik revolution into Geor- 
gia. The whole party was cap- 
tured and incarcerated in two 
small earth-floored cells. They 
were forced to witness atrocities 
beyond the imagination of any 
but the depraved. Men and 
women were disembowelled 
and mutilated in front of the 
naval party and then shot 

They had been reported 
. “Missing, believed killed”; they 
werfc starving, louty and in rags- 
There had been death in the 
cells, where bodies were left to ■ 
decompose. Eventually, after al- 
most two years, Baser was able 
to get a concealed message to 
the British ambassador, carried 
out by his Georgian interpreter. 
Out of the 28 fit vohmteexs, only 
14 survived and two of these 
died on the hospital boat borne. 

At tfre beginning of the war 
Smith had enrolled as a 15-year- 
old m the Royal Navy. At the 
Baffle cf Jutland in 1916, he was 
a gun-layer in the destroyer 
HMS Spitfire when, during a tor- 
pedo attack on an enemy bat- 
deship, he was the onfy survivor 
of his gun’s crew: his ship was 
hit several times, and he was 
badly wounded himself. 

After recovering from a se- 
rious leg wound. Smith volun- 
teered to join one of the 
“Q-shfos” - old merchant ships 
with concealed guns. After fit- 
ting out, Q-12, the first Q-ship, 
left harbour to swing compass- 
es and was promptly torpe- 
doed by one of the U-boats she 
was intended to combat On- 
board the second Q-ship, Smith 
and his gun’s crew faced a sub- 
marine’s shefliag until it came 
dose enough to be itself sunk. 

Smith’s peacetime career saw 
him join a naval party searcb- 



Smfth: missing, believed kffletf 


ingfor the lost Colonel Fawcett 
in the upper Amazon jungle, pi- 
rate hunting near Hong Kong, 
and four years' adventures on 
the China station, as well as a 
long commission based in 
Bermuda. Smith's memoirs. 
Sea of Memories (1985), read 
like yarns from Bay’s Own. 

Pensioned in 1939, Smith 
was recalled wititin a few weeks 
of his discharge, attbeoufbreak 
of the Second WbridWhr. With 
the Tank of Chief Petty Officer 
he found himself second-in- 
command of the gunnery train- 
ing ranges at Sheerness; his 
batteries defended the Thames 
estuary and he was frequently 
under direct air-attack. Smith 
was responsible for the con- 
struction of one of the first 
Commando 'Raining Courses, 
as Chief Gunnery Instructor. He 
was retired a second time at the 
end of hostilities. 

Stan Smith maintained cor- 
respondence with his former 
commander, Bruce Fraser. 
They were the last two survivors 
of the “Black Hole of Baku”. 
Smith, by then in a wheelchair, 
was the guest of the Royal 
Navy in 1990 when the Duke of 
Edinburgh unveiled a bust of 
Admiral of die Fleet Lord Phas- 
er ofNorth Cape in ftntsmouth 
Dockyard. The Duke accepted 
a copy of Smith's autobiography 
and Smith was presented with 
the Union Flag which had 
veiled the statue. 


Geoffrey Kemble Johnson 


William Stanley Smith, naval 
officer bom Beccles, Suffolk 23 
March 1899; married 1936 Lau- 
ra Flowerdew (two sons, one 
daughter); died Beccles 30 
November 1995. 


Birthdays 


TODAS: Miss Joan Armarrading. 
singer, 45: Viscount Beamed, 
banker, 84: Sir Nicholas Bonsor MB 
53; Mr KUy Brenmer, former Scot- 
tish football captain, 53: Mr Bean 
Bridges, actor, 54; Sir Stanley Brown, 
fanner chairman. CEGB. 85; Sir John 
Burgh, President, Trinity College. Ox- 
ford, 70; Dame Judi Dench, actress, 
61; Mr Kirk Douglas, actor, 79; Mr 
Douglas Fairbanks Jnr, actor, 86; 
Mas Dawn Freedman, circuit judge. 
S3; Mr Benny Green, musician, 
writer and broadcaster, 68; Mr Ge- 
offrey Hankins, former chairman. 
Filch Lovell, 69; Mr Robert Hawke, 


former prime minister of Australia, 
6& Professor Gabriel Horn, Master, 


66; Professor Gabriel Horn, Master, 
Sidney Sussex College. Cambridge, 
68; Dr Lionel Kopelowitz, former 
President, Board of Deputies of 
British Jews, 69; Mr Ian McIntyre, 
writer and broadcaster, 64; Sir 
Micbae] Mann, a Lord Justice of Ap- 
peal, 65; Mr Donxty Osmond, singer, 
38; Miss Isobel PPoIe, Sheriff of the 
Lothian and Borders, 54; Lord Rees 
QC, farmer MP and Chief Secretary 
to the Ifceasuty, 69; Mr David Rid- 
er, disc jockey, 55; Dame Elisabeth 


Michael Joptiog MR 65; Miss Joan 
Kenwortby, Principal. St Maty’s Col- 
lege, Durham, 62; Mr Jahangir Khan, 
squash champion, 32; MrNkoiss Ity- 
□asion, concert organist, 54; Miss 
Dorothy Lamour. actress, 81; Mr 
James McAdaro. chairman. Signet 
Group, 65; Mr Raphael MaWouf, 
sculptor, 58; Mr Michael Manley, far- 
mer prime minister of Jamaica. 71; 
Sir Jeremy Morse, former chairman 
cf Lloyds Bank, 67; Sir John Fed, far- 
mer surgeon-gynaecologist to the 
Queen, 91; Mr Raymond Ptummez, 
ex-President and Honorary Director 
o f the Design and Industries Asso- 
ciation, 79; Sir Angus Stirling, 
Director-general, the Natkmallzast, 
and chairman. Royal Opera House, 
Covrnt Garden, 62; Mr Chad Stuart, 
rock sin ge r , 52: Mr Cohn Throer, for- 
mer Rector, Glasgow Academy, 62; 
Mr Michael Wright, writer, 59. 


Dono), painter, 1475; Alfred Bern- 
hard Nobel, industrialist and phil- 
anthropist, 1896; Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh, architect and painter, 
1928; Luigi Pirandello, playwright and 
novelist, 2936; Alfred Damon Run- 
yon. writer, 1946. On this day: the 
Gregorian calendar was adopted in 
France, 1582; the first Nobel Prizes 
were awarded, 1902; Piccadilly un- 
derground station was opened in 
London. 1928; King Edward Vm ab- 
dicated, and became Duke of Wind- 
sor, 1936; the UN General Assembty 
issued die Declaration of Human 
Rights, 1948. Tomorrow is the Feast 
Day of St Edmund Gerhings, St Eu- 
lalia of Merida, St Eustace White, St 
Gregory m, pope, St John Roberts, 
Saints Mannas, Hennogenes and 


Church leaders who let their audience nod 


eral appeals for funds. This 
brave oecisian paved the way for 
the Thblet to turn the comer. 

The last great event he cov- 
ered as editor, before handing 
over the chair to me, was the vis- 
it of Fope John Paul n to 
Britain in 1982. This was dur- 
ing the Ealklands war on which, 
again. Burns took an indepen- 
dent line. In hu retirement he 
and MaWl spent increasingly 
lopg periods at their villa on the 
coast of Andalusia. Here he 
wrote bte memoirs, published by 
Sheed & Ward under the title 
The Use of Memory (1993). 
They are a record of a journey 
of faith, of friendship and love, 
-coming at the end through all 

vicissitudes to fulfilment. 




John Wilkins 


Eugrapbus. St Meldiiaries or MHti- 
ades, St Potydore Plaaden and St 


ades, St Potydore Plaaden and St 
Swithm WfeUs. 


Anniversaries 


Lectures 


Sir Peter Sim’ibers, former MP, 82; 
Miss Rita Stephen, trade onion 
leader, 70; Miss Joanna ffoUope, 
author, 52. 


TOMORROW Sir Scon Baker, Hi^i 
Court judge, 58; Mr John Bin, 
Director-General of tbe BBC 51; 
Viscount Boyne, Lord-ticmcnant of 
Shropshire. 64; Mr Kenneth 
Bramah, actor, 35; Mr Harry Cohen 
MP, 4fr, Sir John Collins, chief exec- 
utive, Vcsrcy Group, 54; Professor 
Barry Gmliffe, archaeologist, 56: 
Miss Rumer Godden, playwright, 
poet and author. 88; Mr Morton 
Gould, composer and conductor, 
82; Mr Gcc3 HaBeu, former gener- 
al secretary, AEU, 96; Lord Hans 
of High Cross, founder President, In- 
stitute of Economic Affairs, 71; Mr 


TODAE Births John Milton, poet, 
1608; Joel Chandler Harris, author 
and creator of “Unde Remus”, 1848; 
Clarence Birdseye, inventor of the 
deep-freezing process. 1886; 
Hennkme Ferdinands Gingold, ac- 
tres, 189K Deaths MaJcohn iy King 
of Scotland, 1165; Sir Anthony Van 
Dyck, painter, 1641; Dame Edith 
Sitwell, author and poet, 1964. On 
tMs dap the first eccuncn took place 
in NetMate Prison. Louden. 1783; the 
first episode of Coronation Street was 
televised, I960; Ledi Walesa was 
efcaedpreBdcniofIMand,199a'Ib- 
day is the Feast Day of St Badoc or 
Beuzec, St Gorgoma, St Leocsda, St 
Peter Fourier and Tbe Seven Mar- 
tyrs of Samosata. 


TODAY 

National Gallery: Lynda Stephens, 
“Gold (in): Giovanni del Ponte, The 
Ascension of Saint John the Evange- 
list, with Saints ”, 12pm. 

Victoria and Albert Mnscnm: Nick 

Barnard, "Hindu Art: the major 

deities", 2.30pm. 

Ifcte Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“William Blake's Scale of Achieve- 
ment”, 1pm. 


Jesus had been talking to the crowd for 
a while. “Master,” said his disciples, “it’s 
getting late. Send the people away so they 
can buy something to eat.” Instead came 
the miracle of the loaves and fishes, and, 
though the Gospels don’t say so, Jesus 
could presumably cany on talking. Since 
that day, church leaders have assumed that 
boring your listeners is biblical. 

Konrad Raiser, head of the World 
Council of Churches, was in London last 
week. He’s worried about the WCCs im- 
age, and thinks, rightly, that it’s con- 
tributing to the council’s cash crisis. So he 
invited me, and several other members of 
the religious press, to an informal dinner. 
“Wfe are arafous to hear about perceptions 
of the council’s work in the UK ana how 
you think we may be able to enhance our 
image and communication as we seek new 
sources of income to support, the coun- 
cil’s work.” Well, Shorter sentences or a 
few more commas would help. 

I said as much to Cole, my news eefi- 


fatten 


reason 


terated (oh, all right, with a few interpo- 
lations) is a paragraph from that lecture, 
chosen at random. We sneak into the 
church halfway through the lecture. 


Hie Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the General Secretary of 
the World Council of Churdies 
could learn from newspapers, 
suggests Paul Handley, Editor 
of tiie Church Times. 


God’s presence in the Church. (Platitude.] 


yfe are here as the body erf Christ, our task 
is to witness to his kwe ror the world shown 
in Christ [Platitude, sligfativ garbled.] The 
Church, therefore, should always aim to 
be present seven days a week in our com- 
munities, reaching out in faith and hope. 
[Another platitude^ indicating we are on 
autopilot herej^ That suggests that we miist 
be prepared to look at our resources, not 
witn eyes eagerto maintain what we have 
cherished in the past, but with eyes eager 
for mission. [Aha, malting a bit of a point 
hoe. Still, mustn’t alarm the listeners, so 


tor, when I asked him to go in my stead. 
(The week of the General Synod was not 


TOMORROW 

National Portrait Gallery: John 
Cooper, “Portraits of George Eliot 
and her Qrde\ 3pm. 


TOMORROW: Births: C6sar-An- 
guste Franck, composer, 1822; Enti- 
ty Hizabeth Djctowcm, poet, 1830; 
Ernest Howard Shepard. (Austral or 
of Wamethe Pooh. 187% MaiyPear- 
son Norton, chfldren’s author, 1903. 
Deaths: Paolo UcceOo (Paolo tfi 


Luncheons 

Foreign and Cominaziweaith Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifktod QC MP. Sec- 
retary of Stale for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, hosted a 
hmcheofl held yesterday at 1 Carbon 
Gardens, London SW1, in honour of 
MrYofcd Kano, Mnnsier for Forcigzi 
Affairs of Japan. 


(The week of the General Sy nod was not 
a good one to chotse.) “Tell them to 
change their typeface,” I suggested. “If 
they made ft bigger, they^ wouldn't be able 
to fit as many words on theirpress releases, 
and I might -begin to read them.” 

I had in mmd their release on the Day- 
ton agreement . about Bosnia. In a mod- 
est announcement (for them), the WCC 
“welcomed” the peace agreement; “con- 
gratulated” the parties on reaching ft: 
“recognised” that it was not folly secured; 
reminded us what they had sard in Sep- 
tember about peace having to extend to 
every minority; and “recommitted” 
themselves to the peoples of Bosnia. 

The release concluded: “Reconstruction 


and reconciliation is, in the first instance, 
the task of the peoples of Bosnia. The 
WCC stands ready to help them in their 
efforts to reconstruct not only their 
homes, bat also their communities in the 
spirit of peace and tolerance." Once 

again, we didn’treport any of it; here was 

a chance to tell them why. 

“We are anxious," said the tetter of in- 
vitation, “to hear about perceptions of the 
coonefl’s worfc.” So anxious, that Konrad 

Raiser stood up and talked for 40 minutes. 
At a dinner winch starts at 730pm, ques- 
tions weren’t taken tfll nearly la Cote got 
up and left 

It’s probably just the effect of the 
General Synod, butFmles tolerant of ver- 
biage than usual. Generally, I accept it as 
an occupational hazard. I accept that re- 
ligious leaders are constantly trying to de- 
sttibe the indescribable, but sometimes I 
wish they would admit defeat sooner. 

So I reacted badty to a recent lecture 
given by tbe Archbishop, of Cante rbury. 
The p ress is often criticised for being se- 
lective; here, unexpurgated and unadul- 


[hcJ foe power of worship to draw peo- 
ple to God and of effective preaching as 
a tool for teaching and evangelism. (There 
- have we gme far enough back?) But [ad- 
vancing again, more cautiously mis time] 
we must respond to the fact that, ifindeea 
it was ever the case [qualification] that 
church worship and preaching on its own 
[qualification] can no longer be treated as 
the entire [yet another qualification] are- 
na for mission and service. [Bask, more 
or less, to where we started.]” 

It is unfair to single out these two. Most 
church leaders, aside perhaps from the 
Pope, are so buw looking over their 
shoulders, terrified of off en ding one con- 
stituency or another, that they foil to no- 
tice their audience nodding. But that is wfty 
they so seldom get reported. Newspapers 
have to be more careful - if we bore our 
readers, they stop subscribing. Konrad 
Raiser and George Carey, take note. 
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IN BRIEF 


Asda woos Tesco shoppers 

Britain's supermarket war escalated yesterday when Asda 
moved to test the loyalty of rival Tesco shoppers by saying it would 
accept their money-off vouchers at seven of its stores. The vouch- 
ers are part of Tesco 's Chibcard scheme, launched earlier this 
year, which was aimed at rewarding customer loyalty with the 
objective of overtaking arch-rival J Sainsbuiy as the UK’s largest 
volume food retailer. 

Glaxo wins US victory on Zantac 

Zantac, Glaxo Well com e's best-selling anti-ulcer drag, will re- 
tain an additional IS months of patent protection following the 
defeat of proposals to dose a legal loophole in the US Senate. 
The decision could be worth billions of dollars in additional sales 
for Zantac. It comes in the wake of US implementation of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade treaty last year, which 
extended patent protection by up to three years, or IS months 
in the case of Zantac. 

Building societies expand horizons 

The Government yesterday introduced new measures that in- 
clude allowing building societies to diversify. In future they will 
be allowed to own an insurance company which underwrites per- 
sonal lines insurance. Other measures include enabling a soci- 
ety to provide for a more “user-friendly” presentation of financial 
information to members and allowing societies to lend gilt-edged 
securities to other counterparties and not only to Stock Exchange 
money brokers. 

Management shake-up at Cray 

Ro«er Holland is expected to step down as chairman of Cray 
Electronics next week when the troubled data communications 
group announces worse- rhan-expected interim results. Sources 
dose to the company say the losses after taking into account 
exceptional charges for stock write-down wiD be more than £10m. 
Mr Holland was widely blamed for failing to warn sharehold- 
ers about last year’s tosses- of £835,000 -at toe tme of the group’s 
interim results. He is likely to be replaced by Alec Daley, who 
was brought on to the board in October. 

life firms ‘fail to meet deadline’ 

Most UK life companies will not meet the regulatory deadline 
of December this year for the Pensions Review dopt-outs and 
oansfers set by the Securities and iDvestmeiit s^Boar^ reoid- 

SSSitS more complex than onpna^ten- 
SSt^U^hSSa4 their policies reviewed.” 

Media group turns to outdoor advertising 

The Irish Independent media group has set np a jomt venture 
me tnsn wu ■ * p i. medl - a and communications group, 

SSET % newforo^of outdoor advertising. ufifr in 

PhUi^w pioneer the use pf 

Sites in qty and suburb ar- 


Sultan ‘offers £ 300 m’ for top 
hotel as Forte fights back 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

The Sultan of Brunei, the 
world’s richest man. is under- 
stood to have made a £300m 
offer 10 buy Forte’s prestigious 
Grosvenor House hotel in Lon- 
don’s exclusive Park Lane. The 
Sultan already owns the Dorch- 
ester adjacent to the Grosvenor. 
which makes profits of around 
£15m a year. 

Selling the Grosvenor could 
damage Granada’s frontal 
£3 Jbo takeover assault on the 
country's largest hotels opera- 
tor. Af a stroke it would erase 
almost a quarter of Forte's 
£1.3 bn moun tain of debts. 

Investors yesterday showed 
signs of concerns about Grana- 
da's ability to win the fight 
Granada’s shares, which were 
just 3p shy of 700p on the eve 
of its bid move a fortnight ago. 
lip to 634p. Yester- 
s movement increased the 


dropped 
day’s me 


difference of Granada's cash and 
share terms. Forte’s market 
price of 338.5p, up 05p. is now 
IZSp above the value of the bid 
terms, compared with 9 Jp at the 
close of dealings on Thursday. 

One dealer said that an un- 
known American client of one 
of the big broking houses was 
trying to sell up to 3 million 
shares in Granada, “Nobody 
wants them ... and it will prob- 
ably take him until th e middle 
of next week before he can 
dump them,*' the dealer added. 

On the Sultan's offer, indus- 
try sources said that Forte was 
keen to secure a management 
contract to run the Grosvenor 
If it accepts the Sultan's offer. 
The sources also said lhai Forte 
had simultaneously made an ap- 
proach to the Sultan to manage 
the Dorchester. It is believed 
that Forte's board considered 
the offer at a meeting yesterday. 
There was widespread specu- 


lation about a possible deal 
with the Sultan in early summer. 

Forte declined to comment 
on what businesses - other 
than the US Travelodgc and 
White Hart hotel chains - it 
plans to sell. There w as a broad 
hint in the defence document, 
released yesterday, that it would 
sell some trophy hotels: “Real- 
ising the value of significant ho- 
tel assets, whilst retaining 
management contracts. i> fast 
becoming an attractive option 
as the hotels market strength- 
ens." the document said. 

There is additional specula- 
tion that Forte is aiming to sell 
three other London hotels, the 
Russell, George and Cavendish 
- which analysts calculate could 
fetch £ 125 m - and four over- 
seas. Forte also declined to 
comment on speculation that it 
was considering offers for the 
Wheeler's fish restaurants. 

The official line in the de- 


fence document was that further 
disposal, were in the pipeline to 
realise over OJUm. The Sultan's 
offer is understood to have 
been made while the docu- 
ment was being printed. 

Granada and leisure ana- 
lysts in the City said the defence 
document was “tame" and 
raised more questions than it 
cave answ ers about Forte's own 
plans to demerge. 

John Dear, managing direc- 
tor of Lazard Bros, the mer- 
chant bank advising Granada, 
said: “The defence document is 
extremely thin. We thought 
they were going to give clear de- 
tail of thetr demerger. All they 
suy is wait and see. and we'll do 
it sometime next summer. That 
is an odd thing to say to share- 
holders." He also criticised 
Forte's forecast of a profits rise 
of at least 4c percent ia£IS5m 
for the financial year to the end 
of January. “This is onlv a 7.5 


Forte’s Defence 


Pre-tax profit up 46% to at least £185m before 
exceptional profits 

Earnings per share up 40% to at least 14.1p before 
exceptional profits 

London hotel revenue per available room up 14% 

UK provincial hotel revenue per available room up 7% 
International hotel revenue per available room 
(excluding Paris) up 9% 


per cent return on net assets. 
We could do better just by- 
sticking the money in the gilts 
market." 

Asked whether Granada's 
share price fall could hinder the 
chances of increasing ihe bid 
terms. Mr Dear said: "h is far 
too early to talk about a high- 
er offer - you go through phas- 
es in any hid. Shares go up and 
ihtfv eo down.” 


Keith Humill. the finance 
director of Forte, dismissed 
Mr Dear's attack. “Granada 
has consistently put up a five 
year record of this company 
’|Forle|. I would do the same 
if 1 was them ... hut the three- 
year record since Rt 'cco look 
over cnntrui of the company 
as executive chairman is 

impressive." 

Comment, page 25. 


Hatchet job: ‘New boy’ Leng’s plan to close 10 manufacturing sites hits shares for six 

Warning by 
Laporte 
shocks City 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

Jim 'Leng’s honeymoon at La- 
porte came to an abrupt end 
yesterday as the City wiped 
£333m off the value of Britain’s 
second-biggest chemicals group. 
The company’s shares fumbled 
173p to 610p after Mr Leng, 
chief, executive onty since I 
Otfober, warned that profits 
wtndfi be lfiper cent down on 
-rUst year and Said he planned to 
shut 10 of Laporte’ s 100 man- 
ufacturing sites. 

That shocked analysts who 
had expected a continuation of 
the past three years of growth 
in profits at the speciality chem- 
icals group, whose brands in- 
clude Evode. Forecasts of 
£140m were hacked back by 
£30m to match the company's 
estimate. An £85m restructur- 
ing provision wiD knock a fur- 
ther hole in the figures. 

Mr Leng said: “Following 
the operational review, which 
has just been completed, I be- 
lieve the core of the group is in 
good shape. We have a number 
of businesses which continue to 
trade strongly, although these 
have been unable to offset dis- 
a pointing performances else- 
where in the group.” 

The main problem areas are 
the production of chemicals 
for the construction market, 
which remains depressed, and 
bulk polymer chemicals. La- 
porte ’s Australian and South 
American operara lions were 
also below expectations. 


Yesterday's announcement 
was doubly shocking because 
only three months ago, just be- 
fore Mr Leng joined Laporte. 
the company produced a 
sparkling set ’of interim fig- 
ures, showing a 14 per cent rise 
in interim profits to £67m. 

It also came as a rode shock 
-to -investors who bad warmly 
welcomed the appointment of 
Mr Leng.' His move from 
Dundee-based jwckaging group. 
Low & Bo oar. sent that com- 
pany’s shares tumbling and La- 
porte s sharply higher. 

The 49-year old Geordie is 
held in such high esteem by the 
City thanks to the transforma- 
tion of Low & Bonar in the 
three years since he look over 
as chief executive there. Be- 
tween 1992 and 1994 pre-tax 
profits doubled from £22m to 
£44m. Laporte was so im- 
pressed by Mr Leng’s record 
that they doubled his salary 
from £175,000 a year at Low & 
Bonar to a basic £350,000. If be 
does as well at Laporte be will 
also be entitled to a perfor- 
mance-related bonus of 30 per 
cent of that 

The restructuring announced 
yesterday was arrived at a hec- 
tic nine weeks after Mr Leng 
joined. The main element of the 
programme will be a £50m se- 
quence of site closures, the ben- 
efits of which are expected to 
show through in group profits 
during 1996 and should be "sig- 
nificant” in 1997 and beyond. 

Other measures include a 
£30m .write-down of non- 



Slowdown: Jim Leng, chief executive, joined Laporte three months ago Photograph: FT 


performing assets and a £5m 
write-off of goodwill. Despite 
the provision and profit warn- 
ing, Mr Leng promised to main- 
tain the full-year dividend at last 
year's level of 22.4p. implying a 
4.6 per cent yield at yesterday's 
closing share price. 

Mr Leng joined Laporte to 


replace Ken Minton, the com- 
pany's previous chief executive, 
who moved ioio the non- 
executive charr and look on the 
job of sorting out Muwlem. the 
struggling construction comp- 
any that until recently owned 
London City Airport. 

Although he had no previ- 


ous experience of the chemi- 
cals industry he was attracted 
by the prospect of navigating 
the company into the FT-SE 
100 index. Before yesterday's 
announcement the company 
was on the brink of Footsie 
membership. 

Investment Column, page 25 


Asbestos 
victory 
lifts T&N 

MAGNUS GRIMOND 


T&N, formerly Britain's biggest 
asbestos group, was yesterday 
celebrating what could be the 
end of massive asbestos claims 
overhanging the company after 
a IIS jury threw out u S I.S 5m 
case brought by Chase Man- 
hattan. The share price soared 
35p to lb5p yesterday, adding 
£185m to the company's stock 
market value, as both T&N 
and analysts heralded the out- 
come as" a potential turning 
point in the asbestos litigation 
that has already cost Ojflm over 
the past years. 

On Thursdav a jury in a New 
York court decided against 
Chase Manhattan Bank after it 
had claimed it had not been 
warned about the dangers of as- 
bestos installed in Tis head- 
quarters building in the city. The 
outcome of the case, potentially 
Ihe biggest relating to property 
facing T»feN. came a matter of 
hours after a S600m claim 
against the company and 36 
other defendants was settled for 
£6.5m. a fraction of earlier es- 
timates. 

Colin Hope. T&N chairman, 
said yesterday the group was 
near to seeing the end of I'S 
property claims. As best os- re- 
lated cases and illnesses would 
rumble on. he believed, but the 
trends in the company's liabil- 
ities were becoming more con- 
trolled. “1 just do think we arc 
coming slowly and steadily 
down the right side 'of the hill."' 

He warned that personal 
health cases were and remained 
a much bigger problem than 
those linked to properly. 

Sandy Morris, engineering 
analyst at NatWesi Securities, 
said Chase could still appeal 
Thursday's decision, but added 
T&N appeared to have won a 
fairly comprehensive victory. 


Auditors attacked on relocation 


JOHN WILLCOCK 
and ROGER TRAPP 

MPs, accountancy firms and 
City figures yesterday criticised 
Price V&terhouse and Ernst & 
Young over their plans for re- 
locating offshore to gain pro- 
tection against negligence 
claims. 

Adrian Martin, managing 
partner of BDO Stoy Hayward, 
which itself feces larce suits over 
the collapses of PoDy Peck and 
Astra, said: “It looks very 
tacky." 

The issue has come to a head 
following a record £l05ro award 
for negligence on Wednesday 
against auditors Binder Ham- 
hm, whose 150 partners now 
face ruin. PW and Ernst wiD an- 
nounce next week that they 


are registering in Jersey in- 
stead of the mainland. Under 
British law partners are al- 
lowed to limit their liability 
only if they take no part in run- 
ning the business. 

Matthew Carrington. Con- 
servative member of the influ- 
ential Treasury and Gvil Service 
Select Committee, said: “I think 
it is appalling. - Auditors should 
be kept accountable, but the law 
should be changed where nec- 
essary to give them reasonable 
protection so they can remain 
in a properly regulated envi- 
ronment." 

Prem Sikka, professor of ac- 
countancy at ihe University of 
East London, attacked PW and 
Ernst for their move 
offshore:“We need more cases 
like the Binder judgment It will 


bring home to accountancy 
firms that what they do affects 
people. The law should be 
changed so that firms owe a re- 
sponsibility to shareholders of 
the companies they audit as 
well." 

Other accountancy firms said 
thal registering in somewhere 
like the Channel Islands. The 
Isle of Man or Liechtenstein 
might look as if they were run- 
ning away. The Institute of 
Chartered Accountants said it 
had no problem with such 
moves because its audit regu- 
lations would still apply if they 
were auditing UK companies. 
It was not unethical and it was 
up to firms to do what they 
thought was best, said technical 
director Bruce Picking, adding 
“they probably feel they are be- 


ing driven to it out of necessi- 
ty." The Institute was continu- 
ing to press for legal reform and 
would be using the Binder 
judgement as added evidence in 
iLs discussions with the DTI. 

Meanwhile, it emerged that 
the various moves aimed at 
giving protection against claims 
might prompt clients to seek 
cuts in audit fees. Simon Rees. 
founding partner of Rees Pol- 
lock. a' niche firm operating in 
the City, said that much of the 
current fees reflected the fact 
that auditors would be fully li- 
able if something went wrong. 
If that changed clients would 
seek reductions. 

Of the big six. Cooper & Ly- 
brand and Arthur Andersen say 
they are continuing to look at 
all the opticus, but are not 


Amec may pursue McAlpine link-up 


BT in new Oftel 
charges dispute 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Amec, the UK contractor, may 
pursue further merger talks 
with Alfred. McAlpine if it 
escapes a £3 60m bid from the 
Norwegian shipping group 
Kvaemer. 

Sir Alan Cocks haw, Amec's 
chairman, said the logic of a 
link-up with McAlpine still 
made sense and the company 


would nol rule out attempts to 
negotiate with its UK rival. 

Amec yesterday produced 
its first detailed defence of 
Kvaeroer's £l-a-share bid. 
pledging to deliver greater val- 
ue for shareholders after a ma- 
jor overhaul of operations. 

Sir Alan said Kvaemeris bid 
did not take into account 
Amec’s forecast 39 per cent in- 
crease in operating profit for the 


year to 31 December 1995. 
Takeover rules restrict Amec 
from making a 1996 profit fore- 
cast, though turnover for next 
year is put at 12 per cent. The 
order book stands at £2-3bn. 

In a letter to shareholders 
published in the defence docu- 
ment. Peter Mason, chief ex- 
ecutive designate, promised a 
detailed review of operations. 
“1 expect thal changes will need 


to be made to improve profit- 
ability and avoid the problems 
of the past,” he said. “1 intend 
to take whatever action is re- 
quired to ensure that Amec de- 
livers value to shareholders. 
There will be no sacred cows." 

Kvaemer said the comments 
demonstrated that the compa- 
ny was set for a lengthy shake- 
up that would delay an)' returns 
to shareholders. 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

A bitter row has erupted be- 
tween BT and the industry 
watchdog, Oftel. over the 
amount the company should 
charge other companies that 
need to use its wires. 

Oftel wants charges reduced 
by 35 per cent this year at a cost 
to BT of lens of millions of 
pounds but the company says 
the cut should be much less and 
attacked the regulator for try- 
ing to charge the rules. 

Don Cruickshank. director 
general of Oftel. accused BT of 
wrongly allocating costs in cal- 
culating whs t its rivals must pay. 
In a statement issued yesterday, 
he said: "Other operators ought 
not to have in contribute, 
through interconnection 
charges, to BT's substantial 


redundancy costs, vacant ac- 
commodation. chairman's office 
and publicity costs (which in- 
clude die costs of campaigns to 
win back customers from oth- 
er operators)}." 

Mr Cruickshank said that 
BT s refusal to agree the rele- 
vant costs was “disappointing" 
hut hoped to resolve the issue 
early in the new year. He said: 
“It is clear thal I here is a heav- 
ier burden of proof on OlieJ to 
show why these costs should he 
excluded and where they should 
properly full than we had pre- 
viously thought.” 

A spokesman for BT said: 
■‘This is about whether Don 
Cruickshank should be free to 
ignore the roles in BT's licence 
which he finds inconvenient or 
nol to his taste.” He denied BT 
was trying to delay a determi- 
nation of this year's charges. 


Independent' Money on Saturday 


In the ’Weekend’ section today 

Fund managers: Dunedin wins prizes with 
unquoted shares 

Mortgages: Critics snipe at hidden charges 
Heating costs: How your home measures up 
Investment Taking a punt on Irish shares 
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Match-makers see GUS and Next as a tailor-made fit 


200 


D J fMAHJ JASONO 


There has for tong been a 
feeling that Great Universal 
Stores and Next,' the revi- 
talised retailer, are made for 
each other. 

The announcement this 
week that Lord Wolfson of 
Sunningdale will replace his 
cousin. Lord Wolfson of 
Maiyiebone, as GUS chairman 
in September is seen as putting 
at least some flesh on the 
bones of the merger idea. 

GUS shares outperformed 
other blue chips, gaining 33p 
to 665p, a year’s high. They 
have climbed 51p since the 
change at the top became 
known on Thursday. 

The stock market view is 
that GUS's management, al- 
though sound, could do with a 
little more zip. Once highly se- 
cretive, it has adopted a more 
outgoing approach in recent 
years. Yet it is still regarded as 
inward looking and uncom- 
municative compared with 
most other blue chips. 


Lord Wolfson of Sunning- 
dale is chairman of Next and 
will remain so when he takes 
over at GUS, once known in 
the market as “Gorgeous 
Gussies". A merger with Next 
is seen as a logical extension of 
his Lordships dual role. 

By linking with Next he 
would bring on board David 
Jones, the company’s manag- 
ing director. 

With Lord Wolfson, Mr 
Jones rescued Next, turning it 
into one of the country’s best- 
performing retailers. The 
-shares were down to the equiv- 
alent of 13 -5p at Christmas five 
years ago. Yesterday they 
slipped 5p from their 449p 
peak. 

GUS is cash-rich and could 
comfortably swallow the much 
smaller Next 

The suspicion Mr Jones 
would revitalise GUS, inject- 
ing the Next philosophy, is be- 
hind the strength of GUS 
shares. The group’s interim re- 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


silts were at best solid with the 
market looking for year's fig- 
ures of £SS>6m against £560 Jm. 
NatWest Securities reduced 
its rating from add to hold. 

The market ended the week 
with the FT-SE 100 index off 
9J points at 3,630. Shares 
have fallen back each day this 
week with Footsie down 50 
jioints. It is the longest bear run 
since September last year when 
the index fell for seven trading 
days. 

For a lime yesterday it 
looked as though blue chips 
would end on a positive note. 
But New York’s failure to hold 
early strength proved too 
much. 

Laporte’s profit warning 


also hit sentiment Shares of 
the chemical •group crashed 
173p to 610p, putting the 
dampener on other chemical 
counters 

But T&N, on the asbestos 
judgment, jumped 35p to 165p*, 
Rolls-Royce reflected the re- 
cent run of aero engine orders, 
gaining !L5p to I74Jp. 

De La Rue, the security 
printer soon to be removed 
from Footsie, rose 33p to 685p 
and another reject, Arjo Wig- 
gins Appleton, gained 3 .5p to 
162p. Incbcape continued to 
fall, down 4jp to 206-5p al- 
though on one investment 
yardstick, the ratio of turnover 
to market capitalisation, the 
shares look undervalued. 


National Grid, doe to make 
its first official appearance on 
Monday, was a shade firmer at 
209p in its when-issued form. 
Trading was brisk with Seaq 
putting turnover at 17.1 million. 
Charterhouse T3ney is looking 
for a gain of up to L5p in the 
first few days of trading. 

Vickers, the engineering 
group embracing Rolls-Royce 
cars, held at its year’s high of 
280p. There is taflc GKN is con- 
templating a bid. 

Tate & Lyle improved 8p to 
465p following a Merrill Lynch 
presentation. US support lifted 
Unilever 23p to l32Sp and 
BSfcyB added 16 Jp to 418 Jp 
following plans for new TV 
channels. Reed International 

continued to fret about Inter-, 
net competition, declining a 
further 21p to 987p. 

Amstrad dropped 13p to 
238.5p: the shares have fallen 
from 283p since chairman 
Alan Sugar said last week that 
trading was tough. 


Insurances were weaken dte 
lack of takeover action with 
Son Affiance, off I3p at 374p, 
leading the retreat. 

The bio-babes were mixed 
with British Biotech suc- 
cumbing to further profit-tak- 
ing, fallin g 82p to l,528p. 
Bfotrace lost 5p to 34p and 
Pro tens 15p to lllp. 

Devro International, the 
sausage skin maker, rose I2p 
to 251p as itsaid it would raise 
£3im through a placing and 
open offer to help pay for 
Teepafc International, its US 
counterpart. Shares will be 
placed at 230p. 

Firecrest, only, a few weeks 
ago the Internet wondershare, 
fell 20p to 145p but what was' 
thought to be. bear closing 
helped Tadpole Technology 
13p higher to.79p. 

Antonov, with a revolu- 
tionary gearbox, rose Top to 
136p on talk the tong awaited 
deal with a ear malar was at 
last about to be dinched. 


TAKING STOCK 


□ Shares of Oliver, the 
struggling shoe retailer with 
380 branches, lost their 
down-at-heel look, striding • 
22_5p to 63J>p. It is expected 
to make a £9m profit on the 
sale of its former head office 
which is to be used for retail- 
ing following Leicester City 
Council's decision to with- 
draw Its objection. Otirei; 
beaded by company doctor 
Denis Cassidy, is expected to 
suffer a trading loss of about 
£5ra this yean 

□ Another offbeat AIM re- 
cruit; a company called Self 
Sealing Systems Internation- 
al, which has developed a 
method of sealing balloons, is 
raising £L06m by plating 
shares at 54p. Its “iilnstra- 
tive” projections suggest a 
loss of more than £bn for the 
current 20 months with prof- 
its next yean Behind the issue 
are John East & Partners 
and broker IA Pritchard. 
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business 

e claim down, but 80,00 still to go for T&N 


'With Chase 
Manhattan’s fa/Jure ' 
to win even a dime 
of compensation for 
the asbestos that was 
used in its head office 
more than 30 years 
ago, T&N can Satisfy 
assume that other 
property-related 
claims will now 
quickly fell away* 


/^ood news T&N has won a landmark US 
V !W$jn ?sbattieagainst asbestos 
d aeWK there *** « lease 

another 80,000 claims to come. Most com- 
panarehaw tb.^pejjd a certain amount of time 
from the past but at 
b f t J? r by its former name of 
Timer & NewaU, dealing with the legacy of 
ns oDce-pionrenng wonderproduct is a task 
so g reat- th at it is almost overwelming. Tim 
depressing, .consmaing, and largely thanlc- 
^ i^ 11 j bas- fallen on a management 
J™" had nothing to do with the company 



ness in a professional and humane manner. 
Furthermore, unlike many others caught up 
m asbestos related litigation, it has survived. 
Many of its competitor are no longer here 
to meet burgeoning claims for compensa- 
tion. Under the guiding hand of Cofin 
Hope, chairman; T&N has emerged better 
from the wreckage of asbestos than hearty 
all others involved in this business. 

Its faith has been to raise City expecta- 
tions about when we might finally see an end 
;to the constant provisioning and legal wran- 
gling to umealisucaOy high levels. A year ago 
last summer, the shares were on a roll, 
buoyed by a landmark settlement that many, 
Including the company, thought might her- 
ald ah end to the perpetual round of litiga- 
tion. Not sa By chance or design T&N chose 


Budget day a year ago to announce a fur- 
ther £100m of provision! spread over two 
years, because of an “unexpected rise in 
claims”. The shares plunged. 

Hope spring eternal awl Mr Hope (sorry) 
was yesterday once again expressing the 
belief that T&N has finally gpt the the mea- 
sure of the asbestos problem. Is his optimism 
any better founded this time round? Cer- 
tainly T&N seems finally tD have seen off the 
property related claims. With Chase Man- 
batten’s failure to win even a dime of com- 
pensation for the asbestos that was used in 
construction of its bead office more than 30 
years ago, T&N can safely assume that olher 
property related claims will now quickly fall 
away. The same cannot be said of health 
clai m s, where the issues are more emotive. 
At this juncture T&N is probably' righUn its 
assertion that provisions already made are 
more than adequate to meet known claims. 
If even a small proportion of the 80,0 00 
refusing to join the US out-of-court settle- 
ment succeed in their claims, however, the 
company may be in trouble again. 

Furthermore, the boundaries of litigation 
in this area are constantly being pushed oul 
T he recent Arznley case extended potential 
claimants in Britain from former employees 
to those living in the va entity of the com- 
pany’s factories. The next logical step would 
be to make the company liable to all those 
with mesothelioma, a lung cancer caused by 1 
asbestos. The company thinks this highly ' 
unlikely but it also thought that about the 


Armlet' case. T&N may he right. The worst 
could well be over. But it seems equally pos- 
sible that the worst is still to come. 

Sir Ronald looks for 
reform not revolution 

S ir Bryan Nicholson, president of the 
CBI. has an amusing explanation of why 
Sir Richard Grecnbury accepted his invita- 
tion to chair the committee on top pay. the 
hottest scat of the year. “1 called him on my 
car phone and you know bow bad they sound 
- 1 think he thought I was inviting him to 
lunch." 

The hot scat, or at least a very warm equiv- 
alent. is now occupied by another senior 
businessman, Sir Ronald Hampel, chairman 
of IC1. After the pay row, he can have few 
illusions about the' chairmanship of the 
relaunched Cadbury Committee on corpo- 
rate governance, which is to review the work 
of both the Greenbury and Cadbury Com- 
mittees. As Sir Richard Greenbury found to 
his cost, the scope for misunderstandings in 
these areas is enormous. Sir Ronald has 
already ejqserienced one. 

According to the CBI, all seven organi- 
sations that set up Cadbury Mark 11 agreed 
that it was time to digest past reforms, rather 
than launch any grand new initiative. Before 
he took the chairmanship. Sir Ronald 
insisted on maximum flexibility in the terms 
of reference, so the committee could tackle 


any unforeseen issues that cropped up. By 
insisting on a wide remit. Sir Ronald set a 
hare running. 

Yesterday! he was distancing himself as 
fast as he could from suggestions that these 
terms of reference presaged a fundamental 
review of the entire corporate governance 
structure in the UK. If there is a quicker way 
than this to make himself a pariah in British 
boardrooms, it is hard to think of one, and 
Sir Ronald made dear he had proposed 
nothing of the sort. 

He said: “1 don't believe there is an^thin^ 
fundamentally wrong with governance in this 
country. The committee's remit is wide 
ranging. It gives an opportunity for any rel- 
evant subject to be aiscussed. But I don't 
want to give the impression that we are con- 
centrating on any one thing or the other 
because f genuinely don’t know." 

Should Sir Ronald be so cautious about 
his objectives? If there is a Labour govern- 
ment it is certain to give the British board- 
room another going over, and perhaps he 
should get his oar in fust. One controver- 
sial question on the Labour agenda is 
whether there should be a board member 
with formal responsibility for representing 
outside interests such as shareholders. 

Cadbury and Greenbmy have promoted 
the role of non-executive directors as cor- 
porate policemen, acting on behalf of share- 
holders. but failed to acknowledge that the 
law makes no such distinction between dif- 
ferent types of director. This creates a 


problem at the heart of all their reforms. 

One wav to resolve it is the creation of a 
two-tier board, a Continental concept much 
reviled in Britain. The claimed drawbacks 
may be exaggerated, but so are the benefits: 
look at howmcffective the Phillips supervi- 
sory board was as the company drew near 
the" brink of collapse a few years ago. Sir 
Ronald should certainly make one of his taks 
a way of bring shareholder representation 
into ihe boardroom in a more formal way - 
without all that Continental paraphernalia. 

Unease at Granada’s 
knockout power 

F orte's official defence document, pub- 
lished yesterday, was a tame enough af- 
fair but before it rolled off the printing presses 
at lunchtime there were tangible signs of un- 
ease about Granada's ability to deliver a 
knock-out higher offer sometime next month. 

Granada’s shares tumbled lip to 634p 
while Forte firmed 0.5p to 338 Jp. Those 
movements widened the gap between 
Granada's bid terms and Forte's market 
price from just 6p a couple of days ago to 
almost 13p. More worrying still For the 
Granada camp is that Granada's recently 
declared 8p dividend will be stripped out of 
the price in early January. That implies an 
underlying price of 626p. which is only lp 
above the 625p at which Lazards, Hoare 
Govetl and BZW underwrote the bid. 


Yorkshire Water:- City analysts lukewarm at appointment of industry insider as new managing director 

Difficult mission 
for Bond as water 
crisis grows 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Beleaguered Yorkshire' Water 
has moved to defuse rows over 
water shortages and quality of 
service by appointing Kevin 
Bond, chief executive of the 
National Rivers Authority, as 
the managing director of the 
core business. 

The appointment of Mr 
Bond, 45, to the £135,000 a year 
post foDows months of adverse 
publicity since the drought in 
gthe middle of the year. But the 
w move failed to impress some' 
City analysts who had been ex- 
pecting an appmmmexrt -from - 
outside the industry. One ana- 
lyst said: “Thfe is pretty neutral 
The Nl^isaquaa-gowernmeat 
body and hardly the most dy-_. 
namic organisation ... in .the 
world." " 

Paul Thylor, Yorkshire .re- 
gional manager for the customer 
service committee of the regu- 
lator, Ofwat, sai± “W: welcome 
management with an interest in 
water and an understanding of 
the issues, but I cannot onnment 
on tbs individual". . 


Mr Ihylor said that the main 
. pnooty was for the company to 
; end the long-running uncer- 
tainty for customers about the 
supply situation in the region. 
He called on Yorkshire Water 
' not to go ahedd with possible 
■ “rota cuts 0 which could, leave 
. some, people without supplies 
an alternate days and which may 
begin in the New Year. 

The appointment of a new 
managing director has been 
. delayed by . the difficultjesthe 
! company has experienced in re- 
cent- months. Tbby Wird, Mr 
Bond's! predecessor,- had in- 
tended to retire in September - 
but this has now been deferred 
until early next year. 

Sir GorddnJoues, chairman, 
said;"Kevin’s experience rif the 
water industry and his under- 
standing of the marry complex . 
issuesit feces wOTbe of jpeat as- 
sistance to; Yorkshire water. 
He has a demonstrable com- 
mitment to- customer service! 
and to environmental im- 
- prowment and wfil be a valu- 
able addition to Che water 
servjceshusiness and to the pic 
board.’' 


The shares closed last night 
up Ip at 624p. The company 
added that the arrival of Mr 
Bond brings it close to the end 
of a restiucturing which has tak- 
en place over the last two years. 
Recently Ybrfcsfrire appointed 
a new finance director Brian 
Wilson, formerly with Norweb, 
the electricity company. 

Yorkshire Water's problems 
were exacerbated in November 
when it emerged as one of sev- 
eral firms singled out by the 
watchdog, Ian Byatt, for failing 
to come up to scratch on some 
water treatment and pollution 
issues. Ofwat said yesterday 
that the appointment of Mr 
Bond was an issue for man- 
agement but that it viewed Has 
“interesting”. 

Tkro weeks ago the firm dealt 
a further blow to its angry cus- 
tomers by saying that it was coiv 
sidering compulsory metering. 
At the same time it announced 
thm H had continued to lift prof- 
its during the summer when wa- 
ter supplies were at risk. 

Tbricarire announced a 10 per 
cent rise in underlying profits for 
the six months lo September. In- 



US rate cuts 
expected on 
job figures 



Sir Gordon Jones: Praised Bond's commitment to customers and environment Guzelian 


eluding a £25m restructuring sources and stem leaking pipes, 
charge, which held back 1994's Yorkshire currently loses 26 


first half, profits jumped 48 
per cent in the period from 
£672m to £995m. The compa- 
ny is likely to have to invest 
£75m to increase water re- 


per cent of its supplies before 
they reach the taps. 

The problems show little sign 
of abating. Reservoirs which 
have normally regained 60 per 


cent of capacity by this lime of 
year are only 20 per cent lull 
- as low as they have been all 
year. The company is moving 
water by road tanker to the 
worst-hit areas at a cost of £3m 
a week. 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

Fresh signs of weakness in ihe 
economy fuelled expectations 
that US interest rates will be cut 
when the Federal Reserve 
meets a week on Tuesday. 

Modes! growth in the key jobs 
figure signalled a weakening US 
economy. The sales of new 
homes were also much lower 
than had been expected. 

The 30 year Treasury bond 
initially soared by a point on 
hopes of an early cut in rates but 
later fell back on profit-taking. 

“The figures increase the 
pressure on the Fed to ease 
rates." said Gerard Lyons, econ- 
omist at DKB International, 
suggesting that the Fed was like- 
ly to bring down rates by a quar- 
ter of a percentage point. 

“They certainly support the 
case for an easing of monetary 
policy," said Mark Cliffe. inter- 
national economist at HSBC 
Markets, “but the Fed is still 
concerned about the budget 
negotiations.” 

Non-farm payrolls, a keenly 
watched indicator of the slate 
of the economy, certainly of- 
fered several clues of develop- 
ing weakness. The increase of 
166,000 was in line with market 
expectations, but official sta- 
tisticians said 69.000 was due to 


special factors. Thai brought the 
monthly increase down to 
around 100.000, a long way off 
the growth of over 200.000 seen 
when the economy was ex- 
panding fast. In addition, the 
October figure was revised 
down by 50.000 to 66,000. 

A further sign of increasing 
slack in the economy was that 
the average weekly hours 
worked, a good proxy for GDP 
growth, dropped in October. 
Hourly earnings also eased and 
the rate of unemployment rose 
from 55 to 5.6 per cent. 

Another indication of gath- 
ering economic weakness was a 
sharp decline in the sales of new 
homes, leaving them at their 
lowest level since May. 

The main obstacle lo a cut in 
rales is the continuing stand-off 
between the Clinton adminis- 
tration and the Republican 
Congress over the federal bud- 
get. This was intensified on 
Thursday when the adminis- 
tration sent Congress its own 
plan for balancing the budget 
within seven years. However, it 
was immediately given (he 
thumbs down by Republican 
spokesmen. 

A new showdown now threat- 
ens at the end of next week 
when the temporary funding 
agreement for government 
spending expires. 


Rees grit 
teeth for 
Grid sale 
tax bill 


r 


IN liRIEF 




Business Editor 


Regional electricity companies 
were bracing themselvesyes- 
terday for tens of millions of ex- 

of Nation ^Grid shares jumps 
si gnifi cantly on Monday, when. 
. official trading begins. 

" The way was paved for the' 
flotation when extraordinary 
general meetings of seven of the' 
12 Rees approved distribution 
of the companies' grid stakes to 
their shareholders. This means 
REC shareholders wiD own just 
over half the Grid when trad-, 
ing starts. 

However, there were sug- 
gestions in the market that the 
opening price could be 22 Op or 
more compared with the 209p 

at which Grid shares closed last 
night on the grey market, which 

.trades the right to buy the real 
paper next week. 

Last night's grey market val- 
uation of the Grid was £35bn, 
in ljne with the estimate made 
at the time of a" complex tax and 
customer rebate deal with the 
Government. ... 

Es tima tes of the capital gains 
tax bill for the Rees were based 
on a £32>bn valuation but at 
220p the Grid would be worth 
nearly £3.7bn, bringing a sig- 
nificant extra tax benefit for the 
Government Capital gains tax 
sKkdytobe basedon the value 
of the Grid on the first day of 
trading. 

Directors will be able to 
count their slakes on Monday- 
- Executive directors are to re- 
ceive extra dividends worth 
£4 g£qoq on top of shares worth 
£ 1.23m and potential option 
profits of another £400 .wo, 


Devrb seeks £31m for Teepak buy 

Devro International, the Scottish artificial sausage skin maker, 
has announced a £3lm placing and open offer to back the ac- 
quisition of Tbepak International, a leading US maker of meat 
casings. The fuD $133m cost of Tfeepak will be met by a cash pay- 
ment of $46m,'$52Jrn in preference shares and the remainder 
in new Devro ordinary shares. 

The purchase follows provisional clearance of the purchase giv- 
en by the US Federal Trade Commission on Tuesday. The one- 
fdr-10 placing at 230p a share is being underwritten by 
Charterholise Bank. 

Fuller brews up 22% profits rise 

Fuller Smit h & Turner, the regional brewer based in London, 
boosted taxable profits 22 per cent to slightly more than £5m in 
. the half-year to 30 September. The interim 'dividend rises from 
2.65p to 2S2p. Volume beer sales rose by 9 per cent, and by 3 
per cent in Fuller’s own puts. 

S&N keeps beer supply contract 

Scottish & Newcastle Breweries has retained a beer supply con- 
tract for 500 of the Inntrepreneur Pub Company’s outlets. The 
contract had to be put out to tender to satisfy undertakings agreed 
with the Gffice of Fair Trading when S&N bought the Courage 
brewing company for £43 5m in ' the summer. 

Bupyaint Courts forecasts recovery 

Courts, the department store group, sees “substantial" potential 
for recovery and expansion in the UK market It has seen a small 
Iflce-for-Eke improvementin results from domestic operations for 
the second half so far, following a poor first six months of the 
year. Hatf-way profit jumped 75 per cent to £8^7m in the six 
months to 1 October, while the interim dividend is lifted 5 per 
cent to2-lp- 

Cassell warns of slow trading - 

Difficulties in the UK-book trade have hit the second half at Mrs 
Beeton cookery book publisher Cassell. Profitability is geared to 
Christmas trade, but underlying book sale trading is below pre- 
vious expectations and Cassell said it would not exceed current 
forecasts. The company added that it expected 1996 to improve 
on this years's performance, boosted by an exclusive licence to 
, ia . the Mrs Beeton brand.on chilled foods. 
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Yesterday's 175p fall to 60Sp was a 
pretty uncompromising reaction to 
Laporte’s profits warning. Jim Leng, 
chief executive since 1 October, and the 
cause of a surge in the share price when 
his appointment was announced, has 
had a pretty short honeymoon. 

On the face of it the markeL is right 
to punish the company. Having ex- 
pected profits of £140m for the year to 
the end of this month, expectations 
have had to be reworked on the basis 
of a promised 10 per cent fall from last 
year’s £ 1235m. An £S5m provision to 
cover a far-reaching restiucturing will 
knock a further substantial hole. 

This, of coarse, is another kitchen- 
sink job, like NFC’s earlier tills week, 
throwing all the bad news into one an- 
nouncement as only a new management 
can afford to do and giving the com- 
pany a firm base from which to grow 
earnings in future. The new boss’s con- 
fidence in that future was confirmed by 
the promise to maintain the dividend 
at last year’s level 

What Mr Leng proposes for the com- 
pany also makes eminent sense. He in- 
herited a sprawling chemicals 
conglomerate, which included some 
great businesses but also had a smat- 
tering Of non-performers, taking up 
their share of management time and 
contributing nothing in return. Strip- 
ping those out can only be good news 
for the group as a whole. 

What the programme probably 
means is the closure of ID of Laporte 
100 sites, smaller ones fnsn which many 
of the best assets will be saved and 
moved into continuing operations. Job 
losses will be consderably less than the 
700 a 10 per cem cut in the number of 
sites might suggest. 

What really upset Lhe City was the 
suddenness of the apparent downturn 
in trading at the group after an im- 
pressive set of interim figures in Sep- 
tember. Star performers then included 
organic specialities, making interme- 
ftiare chemicals for pharmaceuticals and 

peroxides for the petrochemicals in- 
dustry- That division made impressive 
mar gins of 17 per cent in the first six 


months and there is no sign that it is 
suffering the fate of the construction 
and bulk polymers businesses. 

Electronic chemicals is another busi- 
ness that has the capacity lo cash in on 
the booming semiconductor industry. 
La porte's strength in the ultra-pure 
chemicals required for silicon chip 
manufacture helped the division's prof- 
its in the first half rise by over a fifth. 

With those sort of returns from La- 
porte 's good businesses, returning to a 
growth path should be rather easier 
than yesterdav's share price move- 
ment suggests. Shareholders should also 
take comfort from the speed with 
which Mr Leng has moved - within nine 
weeks he has identified the problem ar- 
eas across the group, decided on a 
course of action lo sort them out and 
implemented iL 

Assuming profits slip back to 1993's 


level of £107ra the shares still stand on 
a prospective price/earnings ratio of 15, 
which explains the need for the size- 
able correction. 

That said, having got to grips with 
the problems, Mr Leng has created a 
strong floor at the current leveL Fairly 
priced. 

Ransomes 
gears down 

Ransomes has been talking about 
strengthening its balance sheet for 
months and it was only a matter of time 
before there was a rights issue. New 
management had taken this manu- 
facturer of grass-cutting equipment off 
the dangerlist but needed to address 


Laporte: at a glance 


Mattel value: £1.1760, shae price 60Bp 
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gearing, which stood at a heady 750 per 
cent just two years ago. 

The proceeds from yesterday's one- 
for-one cash call at 48p - to raise 
£37.3m - wfll be used for the usual fi- 
nancial “deck-clearing" including cut- 
ting debt and a return to the dividend 
list next year. Quite why shareholders 
should think it a good idea to give a 
company cash so they can hand it back 
again taxed is hard to fathom. 

That said, Ransome's debl-to-equi- 
ty ratio, 402 per cent currently wfll fall 
to a more manageable 59 per cent after 
the fund-raising. 

Preference shareholders, who are 
one payment behind, will be getting 
their outstanding £2.4m in dividends. 
And the company has reduced its in- 
terest bill with Barclays Bank and Na- 
tional Westminster Bank. 

All this was yesterday backed up by 
a sharp recovery in pre-tax profits, 
which were up by more Lhan 50 per cent 
to £9.2m for the year to end-Sept em- 
ber. No dividend is being paid, but a 
05p interim payout for the current year 
is promised. 

Having put the commercial side of 
the business in order, the management 
is turning its attention to the consumer 
operations. 

Bui the lime for fire sales is over, and 
some orderly disposals and cost-cutting 
over the next year should help drive 
profits. 

Disconcertingly, perhaps. Ransomes 
may use some of the rights issue cap- 
ital to go back on the acquisition trail. 
It was, after all, Ransomes' £95ra pur- 
chase of an operation in the United 
States that caused the problems and 
forced a management shake-up. In- 
vestors should be warv of anything but 
small “bolt-on" purchases. 

News of ihe cash call had no lasting 
effect on the shares, which closed un- 
changed at 64p. 

With BZW forecasting profits of 
£ 13.9m next year, and earnings of 5p, 
ihe shares stand on a forward 
price/eamings ratio of 13. Fairly priced, 
after a stupendous run, and the rights 
should be taken up. 
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Playing chess against the 


Geoffrey Beattie discovers that 
Chris Boardman's switch to 
professional cycling has been a 
traumatic experience 

A t the Barcelona Olympics in 1992 Chris Board- 
man did something which no other Briton had 
managed to accomplish since 1908: he won an 
individual cycling gold roedaL His victory in the 4,000 
metres pursuit came on his revolutionary bicycle - 
a carbon-fibre model that virtually eliminates drag. 
The achievement and the bike, with its high saddle 
and low handlebars, made a big impression on the 
British public. 

In 1993 Boardman went on to take the world one- 
hour record, riding 52270 kilometres in 60 minutes. 
Then he turned professional. In his first Tour de 
France, be won the prologue time trial, holding the 
leader's yellow jersey for three days. However, he 
was forced to retire after 11 days, die victim of in- 
experience as much as fatigue and the intense heat. 
This year, in July, he crashed in the prologue time 
trial going downhill at around 5Qmpb in the weL He 
has two screws in his left ankle as a permanent re- 
minder, but the cyclist is now fighting his way back 
with great resolve and determination. 

But what was winning an Olympic gold really like? 
“A bit disappointing really, which will be a surprising 
answer for a lot of people. For 10 years 1 was aim- 
ing towards one thing, and then, in a second, it was 
all over. It's 'Oh, that's it then. Right’. I didn't get 
the feeling of elation that 1 expected would go with 

The bike played its part, 

but it was a much smaller 

part than people gave it 
credit for’ 


it. I'd seen it on television and I imagined what it 

would feel like, but it was more of a sensation of shock. 
It's something that's been enjoyable, retrospective- 
ly, over a period of time. It just sort of sinks in, as 
opposed to being a single moment where you stand 
on a podium. So I did feel rather cheated if you like, 
because it just didn't turn out to be like that.” 

A common image, and certainly my own impres- 
sion of his Olympic triumph, was of the bike itself - 
the bit of machinery that had somehow done the trick 
for him. Was he unduly concerned that many peo- 
ple consider the bike synonymous with that gold? 

“Not desperately. There was a lot of hype about 
the bike, because a lot of the media don’t under- 
stand cycling - it was easy to jump on the technol- 
ogy side. It became christened The Superbike. It 
certainly looked the part We probably wouldn't have 
got a fifth of the publicity without that bike. The 
bike played its part, but it was a much smaller part 
than people gave it credit for. But that was OK by 
me, because in cycling, the Olympic Games, oddly 
enough, isn’t the top. In the world I work in now, 
of professional cycling, they wouldn't necessarily be 
able to tell you who'd won the Olympic pursuit, be- 
cause in my sport it's just not that big a deal. The 
Olympics is always something special, because 
everyone recognise what it is. So I knew I would be 
going on to do other thing* and if I was good enough, 
then the common denominator of success would be 
myself, because I wouldn't always be on the same 
bike. The next year I went on to break the world 
hour record, which is the blue riband record - the 
four-minute mile equivalent in cycling, on a com- 



Riding to greater glory; Chris Boardman on the road to recovery and facing another psychological battle 


pletely different bike. I was the common 
denominator.*' 

I suggested to Boardman that if you asked peo- 
ple which was the most demanding sport of all. they 
would probably say the marathon. But profession- 
al cycling in, for example, the Tour de France, can 
be compared with running a marathon eveiy day for 
three weeks. Did he feel that the public failed to 
recognise the extreme demands of cycling? 

“A marathon goes cm for just over two hours and a 
top marathon runner may run four races ayear. A pro- 
fessional cyclist, on the other hand, will ride on aver- 
age 90 race days a year. Now, there’s no other sport 
that does anything like that Up to seven hours a day 
far three weeks in the casecftheTbur deFrance.These's 
nothing else like it I think it's quite barbaric.’' 

Did he have an explanation for why the public, then, 
did not seem to appreciate the sport's demanding na- 
ture? Was it because of the technology involved? 

*Tfs veiy difficult even for me to sit back at home 
and watch the sport going on and feel it. You can- ' 
not imagine the pain, the discomfort. You can see 
it, but you cannot imagine what it feds like. When 
somebody is dimbing a mountain and they look good, 
it all seems to flow so naturally and it looks like a 


very euphoric experience. It doesn't look hard. But 
when you actually feel what It's like, it’s quite a shock 
to the system. It's difficult for people to relate to. 
But I would challenge anybody to show me a sport 
that’s as hard as professional cycling. " 

So then, psychologically what’s it really like? How 
does the professional cyclist remain focused? 

“Some of the portions of the race are so long that 
you cannot physically race flat out for that amount 
of time. It’s just not a physical possibility. Therefore 
there is a lot of down time within the race. In addi- 
tion. it's not consistent It’s not, for example, the case 
thatyou ride fairly slow for five hours, and then for 
(he hot two hours it is really quick. It can happen 
anywhere in the race - somebody lights the touch 
paper and then sets off a series of attacks. Then you 
nave to respond to that until it dies down, or not.” 

So you have to be ready throughout the race? 

"Yeah, it’s quite a psychological battle, because 
you can be riding along just having a conversation 
with somebody, and it flares up. Then you’ve got to 
react to it, and it can happen any time. So I would 
imagine it’s a bit like being in a war zone where you 
just don’t know when you're going to get attacked. 
It’s a similar, thing.” 


This was an interesting metaphor. But how deep 
was the comparison being made here? If it was re- 
ally like a war zone, did that mean that afterwards 
riders could experience a similar kind of trauma? 

'‘No, the trick is to survive. When I entered the pro- 
fessional world, I thought I was going to be surrounded, 
by a lot of highly strung nutters. But when I thought 
about it afterwards, it was obvious that I was going 
to be wrong, because to deal with this kind of lifestyle, 
which is so stressful and so intense, you have to be 
able to switch off and walk away from it” 

Did he have any specific psychological techniques 
for switching off? 

Tve worked with a sports psychologist for a num- 
ber of years. He played quite a si gnifican t role in 
my winning at the Olympic Games, and in dealing 
with that amount of pressure, lb go bade to the 
Olympics, when you're sitting on foe line, you're 
thinkin g There are 176 countries watching this live, 
and the next fourand a half minutes can change my 
life completely, or not’. That’s probabfy foe most 
pressure thatyou ever get in life. At least I thought 
it was, until I moved on further in my career.” 
Boardman then said something winch I found very 
surprising. T actually don't like cycling. I am a nat- 
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urel competitor, and cycling is just the medium that 
I’ve chosen for that” . 

Had he always been a natural competitor? 

“Sadly, yes." Even as a child? ‘‘Sadly, yes. It hap- 
pened then as well - not to extremes, at least I hope 
not, but the people around me would be foe best 
people to ask about that I cycle because I get a 
fi y. m ynf foire amount of satisfaction from it People 
.very often con fb . s 6 ‘enjoyment' with 'satisfaction'. 
1 don’t enjoy going out in the rain and training for 
four hours, but I get a tremendous amount of sat- 
■ isfertfoawben I get back knowing that I've done that 
I enjoy foe satisfaction but I don’t enjoy the exer- 
cise and it’s foe same with the sport itself. 11 

Haw difficult was the decision to turn professional? 

Tt was a case of having no other option, really. 
There was nothing to lose. The opportunity was there, 
so I took that opportunity, and tor the first couple 
of months it was very difficult. It was realty difficult, 
ft was extremely painful, unpleasant and dangerous. 

I was riding with 200 of the oest blokes in the world 
and it was very much out of the pond and into the 
sea. I found myself, on occasion, getting left behind 
on a climb; a hundred guys rode away from me. This 
was very difficult to accept when I’d been foe big 
fish in foe little pond for a while." 

And the fact that you were an Olympic champi- 
on counted for nothing? “Not in that woricLThe only 
similarity between the amateur and professional sport 
is that both sets of people ride bikes. The demands 
are completely different You have to be a cross be- 
tween a chess player, a commando and a top athlete.” 

Finally, we returned to foe Tbur de France. How 
was he gearing over bis accident? Tt was an unusual 

‘I actually don’t like cycling. 

I’m a natural competitor and 

cycling is just the medium I 

have chosen for that' 

injury fora cyclist and I fractured my ankle in four 
or five places. I broke my wrist. That’s a major limb 
in my sport It meant three weeks of mnnobflisa- 
tioQ and well over two months before E could train. 
In a way, it was great, it was a realty good time off 
which I needed. It had been very intense for five 
years, and I think it has been good in career terms 
to step back from that and take some time out There 
is no way that I would have done that, other than 
by being physically stopped from doing ft. 

Tt was really good to spend time with my fami- 
ly. When Pm with them physically, mentally I'm not 
necessarily there - Fm thinking about my sport and 
what Fm doing. But the family won't hang around 
and wait until dad’s finished, they’ll just carry on in- 
dependently. It’s a very big price to pay. Financial- 
ly, it's rewarding to be a professional cydist, but its 
very costly in personal terms. I-started to question 
whether it was worth it, and I’d also started to go 
through foe motions of it being my job. When you 
-start thinking Hirp font, then foe need has started 
to waver. So my enforced time off has been good. 
I’ve enjoyed that time and we’ve used ft in differ- 
ent ways, including looking to foe future for secu- 
rity after cycling." 

“I think,” he added after a slight pause, “that my , 
career will benefit as a result" 

Geoffwy Beaf&'e /s professor of psychology at Man- 
chester University. His series of interviews with tead- 
Jng sports personalties. Head to Head, continues 
with Chris Boardman on Radio 5 Live tomorrow at 
8.05pm. 
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TODAY 

Football 

Matches no* on pools coupons; 

3.0 unless stated 

FA CARLSBERG VASE Third roumfc WVrter- 
Wn RaifiBOvRMax Rudril Olympic vBBdfeg- 
ton Temera; BnggvGuBbaroti{Ji; Habtoum v 
Oifftan Oy. Seatam Red Sar v Befeer Prod- 
hoe vDunsron FB; North Fenny v Eastwood 
Hanky; Chester-te-Street v l*s Eaanear COh 
letyvAreaey Nomads; BoWnere St Mchaets 
v Ttttad; Baraefl » Mosley; Murom v Set- 
by; Cithern; * West Auckland; Thamesmead 
v Brentwood; UMerthal v ChaKont St Bote; 
WHcs&ft*e v ftmcehwen A Tetmmba: TBbuy 
v Actey: Slade Onen v Os; NonlMeod v Gor- 
leston: Wwenhoe v Edgnare; Raunds v Kr- 
new; Canwy Wand v Bedtort; Hampton v 
Coter Row Taunton v Chippenham; Brefeort 
v Wbidsor & Elan; Lymngion » Bshoo Sut- 
ton; VWwermrt * Banana Bupsa Hi v Per- 
snore: Totpomt v Chard ( 1 - 30 ): mutton 
Rouen v Falmouth: Torrmgtor v Chichester: 
Fhmgfirtonl v MangoWWd. 

IBS LEAGUE Plantar DtvMon: Avtasbuy v 
worttwg Bonham Wood vWafton & Hasten; 
Bromley v Pufleec Canhakon v Cheraey; &ays 
v Hendon; Harrow Borou 0 i v Btehop's Stort- 
lord; Hnchm v EnMkt; Kngstanan v Dulwich; 
Mo*eseyvStAtow»s:Yeon(vHayB 5 .FfcstD»- 
vWok BarMngv 8 aimn; Baangstoto u Aas- 
hp Manor; Beritoamstad v Atdoiahot Town; 
Heytmdga Swifts v Abingdon Town; Maden- 
nead v aiencay; Marlow v Leyton Remanc 
Ctatoid Coy v Whytetaata: Tooting & Mitcham 
V Chesham; Uxbridge v Thame; Wembley v 
Sow**; Wotwigiam v Eta 0 ior Regs. Seaomf 
BM*»K Bum V Wiftftn; Cheahum v 
Hema Hempstead; Croydon v fc®wnv Dork- 
ing v MetrapoMan PUta; Saffltm Walden v 
Ware. Third DMstac Cove v Clapton; East 
Thunw* v Time Esaom A Ewel * Lewes: Rack- 
wefl Heaffi v Kingsbury: HartJWd v Camber- 
ley; Horsham v Harlow; WriaUstona v 
Homctwch; Wmgne & Finchley v iregtmn. 
UMBOMO LEAMJE Premier DMstac &mt- 
ber Bridge v Dntfsden; Barrow v Boston Utd: 
Ban® AucMano v Knoantey. Btyto Sparc**, 
v Cheney; Gansboraign v Accrington Stan- 
ley: Hyde y Buxton; Leek v Colwyn Bay; Ma- 
me v Gu&eley: MrstoM v Mattock; Wltron v 
Soenrqrmoor. FM DMatoo: Curam Ashton 
v Eastwood Town; Cottfeun v Netherlleld; 
FfcetMod v Amenon LR; Gretna v Worksop: 
Harrogate Twin v Groat Karwooct Uncaster 
v BndtaM t^rk Avenue; Rndcfiffe Borough v 
Lincoln Utd; Wamr u ron v Utah RM; WMey 
Bay v Ashton Utd. 

BEAZER HOMES LEACHJE Prouder OhUoK 

Mhersmne v Crawley; Cnetietmam v BaUoctc 
Darcwster v Rusnden; Gtoucestrr v Camtnqge 
City: Gresley Rovers v Gromend: HasmB « 
Worcester, flkesun * Newport AFC; Menftw 
Tjdfll v Che&nsftjra; Stafford v SaAstuyy; Sud- 
iMy Town v H ai eg troen Town VS ftaby v Bte- 
ton. Midland DMatoo: Briston v Paget 
Rangm; Bridgnorth v Grantham; Bury Town 
v Racing wanwdi; Corby wBedworth; Dudley 
v Rp ffw c U; Evealwm v Stourtndge; toiddey 
loan u Butkmghom Timc iMaster IM v Uoor 
Groen: Reddflch v King s Lynn; Sothufl Bor- 
outfi v Tamwih; Sutton CotdWd v Nuweton. 
Southern DMataK Ashtotd w BasWey: Bran- 
true v Poole; Fareham v Sttttn&oums; Ffeh- 
er v Tonbridge: Forest Green Rovers v 
Weymouth; Ham v Cmdcrfbid: Margate v 
Fleet: Newport IHM v Oeuedon; Wararlooxfle 
y Thwdmdge: Westovsuoer-Maro v tnoi & 
Behedere; Vale vWItoey. 

DUERUNK EXPRESS MDlAND ALUANCE: 
AmutaBf v rtnddey Athtenc Bolehad awfts 
v wea MxSands Po*a; Hoetaw v HaleKMen 
Harden; Sandwefl Borough yShHnafc Stapen- 
MtvOUuy. StrotM vwanal. I nrt iMtt t M 
Rewtnds Loaeue Cud seoond round raptoy: 
Chasnown v KnyparsMy Vlctorta. 
WftSnML£ADKB<riB»lCnr*tE)M*iotE 
CanertuyvOwt*Ri;CroyVMnknnyBedi- 
ortttm; ttartlbrd v Ramigitr. Deal ; v Shep- 
pey; Heme Bay v Con run urn: Hythe v 
Fawnham. Learie Cup aecond round ropiay: 
Greenwich Borough * CroekanM. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First Of- 
VMoie Annld v EMbouma Ttorn Lan^iey 
Sports v Hantrom YmCa; Ostarood v Sum- 
ax Raforn v KMjfwru PwtlWd w Shonham; 
ftngrw v 1 VMt SouttiMch y Mile OMc Throe 
BadgHvHataooiia. 

HORIMEHH COUNTtO EASTLEAGUC Pr*- 
edarDMriac Armthoipe WWaro vSheffiekt 
Arnold v Denaby; AshfMd v PtCHermS 

OasihoogWon Weft** v Os«tt Tcwm; Gw* 
vThacMey- Mahhyw Hueknali; Ocaett Aftuon 

v uwneqp, Stoeksbndgi u HatAMd Mam. 


Tody’s pools check 

3.0 unless stated 

m CARUNB PREMBtSMP 

1 Bolton v Liverpool ...... — 

2 Chelsea v Newcastle 

3 Coventry v Blackburn — 

- Leeds litrf v Wimbledon — ...... 

4 Manchester UM v Sheffield Wbd - 

5 MitMtesbroupi v Manchester Ctiy 

8 -Southampton v Arsenal 

7 Tottenham V QPR 

ENPSU 3GH INSURANCE LEAfiUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

8 Birmingham v Watford 

- Chatton v Ipswich. — 

9 Crystal Pataca v Oldham 

10 Derby v Barnsley — .......... 

11 Norwich v Grimsby — 

12 Port Vatev Reading — .. 

13 Sheffield Utd v Huddersfield 

- Southend v Leicester 

1A Sunderland v Miilwall 

19 Itanmere v Portsmouth 

- West Bromwich Albion v Stoke .... 


NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Find Di- 
vMok Btockpooi Roms v St Hetenx BooOe 
y Newcastle Town; Chaaderwn v Haflter Old 
Boys; Daman v Solforo c«y: Oossap North 
EndvSkalmeisdale Utd; Noskova vPreaoot; 
Man* Road v Newwtetn RbsaendNe Utd v 
Burocough. 

miVSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DM- 
■tec Clacton v Sod buy wanderers; Faftan- 
ham v Soham Town Rareers; Ratostowe Town 
and Rxt v Ttotree; Qroat Vormouth v March; 
HadW^i v Lowestoft; Halstead v Wrrrtiam; 
HavWtrt v Harwich and Paikeston; Newmar- 
tet vIMsbacn; WMton v Stowmarhet; Wood- 
bndgs v CDmard. 

HEReMWD UMTED COWmES LEAGUE Fr*. 
ruler DhrMcia: Desborou^i v Wooaon 8 kie 
Close Halbeach vStodokF, Mntees Backstone 
v Stewarts and Uoyda Corny; Newport Pag- 
nel v Eynesbuy: Northampton Spencer v 
kompston; Ponon v Boston Town; St Neots 
v Stamford: SpaltingvLongBuekby; Welkng- 
borough v Cogenhoe. 

GREAT MR 1 S 1 EMUE Plead*- DMatoreBfr 
eM v BBsangroi; B/Gtol Manor Farm v Cred- 
loort Promo v Catoe. itoermn > BackmB-. 
Wasttuyv Barnstaple. 

FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE FkstDMNOK Ctaoh vCOnsett Epple- 
ton v Tm Law. Fenyhtt v Stoewon: Pewrie* 
v RTM Newcastle; Snudon v WTwby. WtvcK- 
hern v BAUngham synthona. 

SMIRNOFF BOSH LEAGUE Praniar DhWon; 
BarwarvGtenawn:CWtanv«BvUnaaM:Cm- 
sadm v Ards; Rortattown v Gtentoran. Hot 
DMataK Basydam Comrades v Camck 
Rangam; Disn«y v Batymena: Lame v Col- 
erane: Omapi v Newry. 

BORD BA 1 $ LEAGUE OF IRELAND Premier 
DMataro Cork Cfty v Oundalk ( 7 . 01 ; St 0 i 
Rwero y Bohemians ( 7 . 301 . 

PRESS AND JOURNAL MGHUW U 9 LGUE: 
BmraRanaersvKaitri;EI 0 nCityvWicliAcad- 
flP^FortVMiamuFbmeUaCherhcsiFros#. 
burgi % rtmiV. Ram Cour*#^ u Budw^ THsoe: 
Romes y Cove Rangers. Office EwNpraent 
Lm 0 w Cup final: Caledonian Tissue * Boss 
County. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Afen Udo v Aboystwyth; 
Caemarfan v tatorCartMT: Caarsws v Baratr 
Cay; Corah's Quay Nomads v Ffcnt (S. 30 ); 
Ebbw Vale V Briton Ferry; Hotywafl v Barn 
rajfo;LtoneftvlWwwDwn(2JO);Uansantf- 
fraidvCaffiaesBay.PonhnradoEvCwntyaR: 
Ton Pwfflne y RhyL 


Rugby League 

REGAL TROPHY Qmrter-Raefc VlWnes * 
W)gNi(3Xn. 

Rugby Union 

CIS MSIBMNCG SERIES TOUR MATCH: 
Santo West Dragon vWtstem Samos 1 7 - 0 ) 
iTk GbuxatErt. 

DMlIONALCHAmOHSHtf'iMKflandbin- 
etanvNorthemDiwaontllBiflfNbtilfipiamL 
COUNTY CHAWRONSHIP kSUMdaOMl#- 
tiMBR Wanudohra y stpftbidstMB (3.0) (or 
RufVK North mmukb V LNcestenim 


SECOND DIVISION 

16 Bradford City v Petetboro^i ~.~. 

1 7 Bren ddnJ v Bristol Rovers 

18 Br&non v Bournemouth 

19 Bristol City v Notts County 

20 BwnfeyvChesteriSeld 

21 Owe v Blackpool..-. .. 

22 Hull City v Carlisle- - 

23 Oxford litd v Swansea 

24 Rotherham v Swindon 

25 Stockport * Shrewsbury.. 

28 ttfolsaD vYbik — 

27 VUMxham v Wycombe — 

THIRD DIVISION 

28 Bamet v Bury — 

29 Cambric^ Utd v Lincoln 

30 Caniff v Hartlepool ..... 

31 GUUn^iam v Chester ..Poetponed 

32 Hereford v Colchester ... 

33 Leyton Orient v Exeter 

34 Northampton v Torquay 

35 Plymouth v Wigan — 

38 Preston v Fulham 


12.301 (at Htorcesteri. Northern Group: 
Cumbria v aware ( 2.151 tat mitdnffan): 
Durham v Lancastwe 12.151 (at DarBng ton); 
Ybric£r«rovNarmurnMrt 3 nd( 2 JJ 9 (atHuSto- 
nfansj. Sauthera Croup pool One: Bucb- 
u^amdwe v Dorset & Wilts 12 . 15 ) let 
A&esburyt. Pool TVwr Hertfontertre v 0 «- 
loidsrwe ( 2 . 15 ) far mtcuau. Pool Three: 
Kampsrwe v Sussex ( 2 . 0 ) (at Havant): Mta- 
Oesex v Kent ( 2 J 30 ) (at Old Mantoants Toy- 
tor's)- Pool Poor Eastern Counties v Surrey 
(Z30I fat Buiy St Eflhiuncty. 

UNPSt -21 COUNTY CHAMPKMSMPNortb- 
orn Groop: Cumbna v Cheshfce ( 2 XD (at 
NettieiMtf): Duttam v lancasnm ( 2 . 0 ) (at 
Oorfnson). Sontb We t Peel OnroBwiOwe 
V Buctanghamstnre I 2 J JS) (at MaMenheatO. 
Pool Two: Somerset v Devon C 2 - 30 ) far Mto- 
Scw-SL*w-Ma#*). 

SCOTTISH UNDGR- 1 S CHAMPIONSHP: Ed- 
mburtfi v South 12 . 0 ) (atPisstonpans); fflas - 
Bhi v North & Mtataras 12.01 (at tVmamxii). 
IRISH INTBt-PROVINCULCHAimONSHIP: 
lemaec v Connacht QJO) far Umdome 
ftaatt. CUjSni: Misew v 6 des (2301 (at Mts- 
fflve Park. Out<i. 


AbertMeyvliavai ( 2 - 301 ; Bncteand v Aber 
avon ( 230 i; Neaihv Ebbw vale ( 2 . 301 ; He» 
port v Newbridge ( 2 . 30 ): Swareeav Treorcty 
I 230 i. Second DMrioo: Bonymaen v Lton- 
ham ( 230 i; Ores Keys v YSnadartw ( 2301 ; 
Durwant v CaertMy ( 2301 ; uarrtnwy v Souto 
Wales Pobce ( 2301 ; PDraypod v Maeateg 
1230 ): Tenby Utd v Abercynon ( 230 ). 

TENNENTS SCOTITSH REGMKAL LEAGUE 
East One: Siggar v Borougnmuir ( 20 ); Ed- 
ataurgh mnderere vCume B. 0 i; MusseBkqh 
v Hertdngton I 2 . 0 i; Watsortans v Reston 
*“*— ( 2 . 0 ). EastTWir CorjtomMre v Erfin- 
uu>e» Academicals ( 2 . 01 : Dundee HSFP v 
GranetmrxBh iZOf. Stewart's Mehflle FP v 
Wdeztoy ( 2 . 0 ): Gattoraans v Manors FP ( 2 J 0 i 
Sonflc lanswmv Kelso ( 2 . 0 ): PetiHesv IM 
rase ( 20 ); SeDdrk v Hawek c 2 . 0 l;Gtaav Jed- 
Forest ( 2 - 01 . Weefc Ayr v West at Scodand 
( 2 . 0 l: Qasgoar Academicais v Vfl 0 oiwBtwe 
i7-0l : GUs*pw SouThem f Gtrs* H£i-KaMi> 
90 e ( 2 L 0 T. Strtng County vHjlmamock 1 2 J 3 ). 

CUffl MATCHES; Baridngv FWnfaol & Odea 
Pa* ( 215 ): Bedford v Richmond ( 3 . 0 ); 
Camborne v Bodgwater ( 230 ); ChetSenhan 
v fttfjy ( 2301 ; ;E*w v BaeMieato (3jOI; FVUb 
y Wtariafale ( 2 JS ; Kanequm * Rossljn Pat 
( 3 . 0 ); UScoservLontoi Ytabh t 3 . 0 n LXh- 
fleU » Staflbid ( 230 ); Unroot* St Hetans v 
Sale ( 230 ); Money v Sheffield (OOL Mose- 
ley y Gtaucester t 3 . 0 i; Newcastle GosJcrto « 
Leeds ( 3 . 0 ): North Waisbam v LohssOR 4 
Yarmouth ( 2 . 151 : N u ttr ga ni v Hatroene 
0 . 0 ); Nuneaton u Metranoman FWce ( 230 ); 
OmfvVIbheMdOXlLFresDnGiBssboppen 
v Uancheatsr ( 2 . 15 ): Reading y CBfton 
( 230 ): Rotherham y Bndm 0 on Sjffl: Som 
m vlintantaffi ( 2 ^ stouMd^ vBaiV 
ers BUDS ( 23 Q); Walsall * Mdnes ( 2 . 15 ). 
Wasps v Northampton ( 2 . 15 ); Wawioo v 
Kendal UlSr Wen Hartlepool v Odey ( 3 -Q)j 
weston^uper-Mare v Ba n sngham Soma 
( 3 . 0 ); Wtoneipan Pan v NotnwfcJi ( 230 ); 
Worcesar v Leamr«un ( 230 ). rwnnH e rtr 
Askeans v Soutnena. 


37 ftochdale v Doncaster ■)«l^i«iiiVti»aa' ' 

38 Scarborough V Derlfrigon 1 

39 Scunthorpe v Mansfield 

GM WUXHALL CONFERENCE 

40 Bath v Kettering 

41 Dagpnftam V Dorer 

42 femDorougi v Hednesford 

43 Gateshead v Northwtoti 

44 Wdctermfosber v Southport 

45 . Runcorn v WoWng — ......I r 

46 Stou^r vHaflfax 

47 Staiytaridge V Attrmchain- — 

48 Stevenaga v BfomsgWs 

- ■felfort) v Morecambe 

- Wettng V Macctesffekl 

BELTS SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

PREMERDMSXM 

48 Aberdeen v Motherwell 

50 Htoamian y Celtic 

51 Kilmarnock v Ralkkrik — L 

52 Rtath Rpvere v Hearts — ...... .v 

53 Rangers v PartKk ■male 


Hockey 

FRSTTEST; Baipum v Greet BrtBdn ( 23 ) (« 
Brussels). 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Second DMataK Oxford 
UWretoyvStajgi 030) at TWsyPMt At** 
don). 

Ice hockey 

BRITISH LEAGUE Premier DM a ta K Bas- 
ihgstote v Cardiff ( 630 ); Dirham v Naotng- 
htm 1630 ); Fife v ShefltaM ( 7 -lS);Naiucasfle 
V HumbenMe ( 630 ); SksMi w Miton Keynes 
( 630 ). IMtDMetaEBenBanvManctearor 
( 630 ); Chetnufond y Pabley ( 630 ); Dundrtes 
v Toffcrd ( 7 301 ; (knWford v SoffKd tQJTr, Med- 
way v Bracimeli (& 0 ); PemriXHa^i v BlacK- 
bwtl ( 530 ); SwndQn v Murrayfiefd ( 530 ). 

BasketbaH 

SAMS 8 URV 8 CLASSIC COLA MEN'S NA- 
TXMAL CUP Fourth round: BfcmlngBm v 
Leicester ( 730 ); Crystal Palace v Doncaster 
( 730 ); Derby v London i& 0 ); Hemel Hemp- 
steed v Coventry ( 730 i: Ware v Thames Val- 
ley ( 8 . 0 ); Worthmg v Leopards ( 8 . 0 ). 
SABSSBUrrS CLASSIC COCA WOMEN'S 

NATIONAL CUP Second roond: Hartesden v 

Thames Vedey ( 63 ); N orthampton y Cttford 

( 8 . 0 ) : Sotantv SpeTOwme i 6 j 0 ); Tyne & wear 
v Sheffield ( 7 . 0 ). 

Other sports 

BOXING: British iteE-wettenreteft trile con- 
tast (Vbtk Had, Bethnal Qnen. London): Ross 
Kata {BnstnL hoWeri v Paul Fbon (Hachney). 
TENNIS: European Men's TaemOiampo at ro 
First DMsfon (Dublin): Great Britan v Ireland 

( 5 . 0 ) . 

TOMORROW 

Football 

BORD GAB LEAGUE OF KELAND Premier 
DMetac Deny Cfty « St Wrick's Adfleoe 
I 3 J. 5 ); Shamrock Rmera * ONway Utd 
12 , 15 ). 

Rugby League 

REGAL TROPHY Q Mrt BUM al fc Leeds v 

Ceitata (XOl ; St Hetans v Holitax I 3 . 0 L' war- 

nrigRsi v Rochdale ( 3 . 0 ). 

STONES CQfOWY CHAMPIONSHIP: Lon- 
don Broncos v Bradford Bub CiO) far Owrf- 
tonAthfcdcFO. First DMNon: ItaddaistiNd 
vWhttBhawm ( 3301 ; Hcffs Dewsbury ( 3 . IS); 
KauhHyvsaitaro ( 335 L second DMstoK 
Borrow v Le®U 230 t; Charley v Brarrtey ( 3 . 0 ); 
Hteffeu v vak Qffl; Hiraw v 9 rtnon 03 ta. 

Rugby KJrdon 

OS INSURANCE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHP 
SOUTHERN CROUP Poot-IYM: Gtouceser- 


nRST DIVISION : -. - V- - . I. 
54 'Ctydebarik v Airdrie 

55 Di^nbarton vSt Mirren 

56 Dundee v Dunfermline 

57 NamBton v Mortwi 

58 St Johnstone v DurKtee Uto L„~.' 

THTO DIVISION ■ ' ' ; ’ / 
Brechin Oty v East Stirtngtftire 

TBOBTTS SCOTTISH CUP 
HRST ROUND ? 

- Albion vDeveronv^e -Postponed 

Pfayfog 16 Decemtaer . - 

Ossfiow Urtvv Sdartaos ( 2 - 15 ) ~ 

- stenhousenuirv AAraath 
■I - Stranraer v Uwr^tort’*.: — 

'tomorrow. : 

FA CAiaJNG PHEMIER5H8*' 
Ncfonfiham Forest v Asfah yag X 4 -W 

B40SLOOH MSURANCEjJJEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION •• ' 

. Luton v -Wolves C 2 -SV— 

shire v Devon ( 230 ) fat Lydatyf. Pool Ftore: 
Somerset v Conrad ( 230 ) tarSrftttMcsf). 
UM>ER-S 1 COUNTY CHAMPKMSMP North- 
ern Qroop: Yortistilre v Northumberland 
( 2 . 15 ) « Modey). 

TENNBrrS SCOTTISH UfTER-DtSTTUCT 
CHAA^tONSHff'rOas^JwDlsnictvScottBh 
BO* ( 130 ) fneumbree. (SreteM); Souto 
of Scotland v Norm 4 Mdtands (201 (atPotn- 
t tarPark. Kotso). 

HBNEXEN WELSH LEAGUE Hret DMstaro 
Pomypridd v CanJfl ( 330 ). 

Hockey 

SECOND TEST! Be^um v Greet Britobi ( 20 ) 
<ar Brussels). 

fee hockey 

BRITISH LEAGUE Premier DMetae CeitiHT 
v Newcaatie ( 6 . 15 ); Hunbentae v stougi 
( 5 ^ 951 ; rtattmgham v Maori tasynes ( 7 J30r. 

Brwfcnefl v Manchester ( 5 . 15 ): Dumftlat * 
Chelmsford ( 530 ); GJkBord v IBnffyOeld 
I 5 JL 5 ); ttaterboraugh v Medway ( 530 ); Sal- 
ma v SwMon ( 7 . 0 ). 

BasketbaH 

SAMSBURYS CLASSIC COLA MEWS NA- 
TfONALCUPEmtti roomfc FtowcaBtie v Man- 
Chester ( 63 ); Shrifield v Cheater ( 633 . 
SMNSBUnrSCUSSKCtXAWONBrSNA- 
TKMAL CUP Seoowci rowwt Ipswich » Lon- 
don ( 4 . 0 ): Notangiaffl v Manchester ( 4 JJ); 
Wnai v Bamungham ( 43 ). 

Othar sports 

TEWS: European mwe Teem Owreioretip 
fiat. Ovisfln toUHnUQnn Bitoinv batand. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


10m 


The Dumber of dollars 
(£&5m) that the the lntema- 
tional Olympic Committee is 
to spend on rebuilding war- 

darnitgf td rynrfet fhrtiliti r-i tlmf 

were built m Sarajevo for foe 
1984 Wmter Olympics. 


CHELTENHAM 

1230 : L ZEPHYRUS Cl Osbome) ^- 2 ; 
2 . Shankar 5-4 tor. 3 . Kknaaklw 9 - 1 . 
33 nm. 2 , 2 . (Oawwood, Upper lambaun). 
TWk £ 330 ; £ 230 . £ 150 , £ 2 . 70 ; DR fAOa 
CSF; £UL 05 . Trio: £ 930 . 

325 R L CWHlfL-S LAD (M A FtoflBrakl) 
2-1 fey; 2 Maratock 5 - 1 ; 3 . Ktaota Cross 
8-1 10 ren. 8 , 12 . (N Henderson, Lartwre. 
TMk S2XO; £ 3 J 0 O. E 3 .T 0 , £ 210 . DP. £& 80 - 
CSF: £ 1135 . Tncatt £ 6001 . Trio: £ 33 - 50 . 
130 C X. STRONG MEMOS {TJ Murpty) 

5 - 3 ; 2 Ha Concord 94 fev; 2 Mohad Dust 
13-2 10 na. 5 , 9 . (K BaRay. Upper Lam- 
bourn). Tote £ 430 ; £ 130 . & 60 E 1 . 7 D. 
DP £ 80 a CSFi £Ux 49 . Tncatt £ 6503 . Trio: 
£3120. 

200 : a. OUR NOS (M A RagrakQ 3 - 1 : 
2 Danfing 5-2 tor. 2 N|*»M>or 20 -JL 14 
ren. 3 , aht-hd. (N Henderson,- Lamboum). 
TtaCK £ 3 . 70 ; £ 130 , £ 280 . SJ 2 DR £ 430 . 
CSF: £1032 Trio: £ 5280 . 

235 : 1 . YORKSHIRE GALE (A P McCoy) 
10 - 1: 2 EAUboreg 9-2 2 RUI Up nt Hag 

6 - 4 fav. 6 m 2%, 3 . U GUferd. Hndon). 
Tote £ 1170 ; £ 230 . £222 DR £ 2280 . 
CSR £4632 NR: Dont Tel The WNb. 

230: 2 SEVBI TOWBtS (P Muen) 8-15 
fev. 2MobBe Ueaaangar3S-l: 2 Crapre4y 


Lad 3 - 1 . 5 ran. 2*h, (fcsL (Mis M Revetay. 
SaKbumJ. Totes £ 260 ; £ 3 - 10 , £ 260 . DF: 
£ 640 . CSR £ 936 . 


245 c 2 BETTER TRIES AHEAD (B Harrl- 
VO 100-30 6 w; 2 W«*i Wndy 4 - 1 ; 3 . Tifch- 
la lad 6-2 12 raw. m vk (G Rfchorts, 
Gieystohe). Tote £ 420 ; £ 220 . £ 2 - 40 . 
£ 220 . DP £ 640 . CSF: £ 17.12 Tricssc 
£ 73 . 19 . Trie £ 2720 . NR: Sntekeranee. 
Star Mover. 

QnadpoC £ 57 . 50 . naoepot: £ 43 , 00 . 

JadtoM: £1235739 

Place 6 : £ 2029 . Place S : £1432 

DONCASTER 

1225 : 2 HIGHBANK(GL££) 5 - 22 -Can- 
tapr Bqmss 16-2 2 RwTs PlWe 7-2 20 
tan. 9-4 fav YbdiL 9 , IV*. (Mrs M Revstey, 
Sartbum). Toto: £4.10; £2-00, £6.70, 
£940- DR £84^40. CSR £8835. Trio; 
£20330. 

124 K 2 MR MORURnr (G LM) 6-4 fev; 
2 Aff ta rt kft ara 12-2 2 toactaBBltaMtta 
5-2 U. ran. 9 m (S R Bowrtng, Mars- 
tekfl. Tote £ 210 ; £ 200 . £ 200 . £242 DR 
£ 1230 . CSR £ 2036 . THoasC £ 7279 . Trio: 

£ 122 a 

235 : 2 QO UNIVERSAL (G Bradley) 
U- 4 ; 2 Bos de Labia 5-2 2 Gtaant 2-1 
far. 6 ran. 6 . 4 . (C Brooks. Lamboum). Tote: • 
£ 330 ; £ 280 . £272 DR £ 630 . CSF: 
£1532 

245 : 2 CKI 1 C TOWN U A McCarthy) 
2-2 2 Ur MaMa 2-2 3 . Young DttfMr 

7-4 fev. 4 ran. 2 Vj. & (0 Starwood. Upper 


Lsnfeoum). TobR £ 290 . OF: £ 290 . CSF: 
£532 

220 : 2 TIME WONT WAIT (J Raton) 
11-10 fan 2 FM O-Pmtae 5-2 2 Draro- 
stJck 8-2 5 ran. 3 Vb- 6 . (R Plfflipa, 
Sparsholt). Trite: £ 210 ; £ 1 . 70 , £ 290 . DR 
£ 3 . 40 . CSR £ 630 . 

25 S 2 CAMPAIGN <R Dunwoody) 5-2 
2 Storm North 11-2 2 Dfcite 2-1 lav. 18 
m. 3 Vi, 7 . (M HatTymnd, MttSaham). Tate: 
£ 4 . 00 : £ 130 , £ 290 , £ 130 . DR £ 8 . 40 . CSF: 
£ 18.73 Trim £ 210 . NR: Dork Phoenix. 

330 : 2 MD MY CHASER ffta P Scott) 
7-2 2 Uie KHoa Ran 133 far. 3 . Fables 
Rarowea 3-2 8 ran. 2 Vi. 2 IP Webber. Ban- 
buy): Trite: £ 830 : £ 230 . £ 250 . £242 OF: 
£ 13 . 60 . CSF; £ 1836 . 

Ptaoepofe £ 5630 . QuMfeat: £ 1220 . 
Place & £ 86 . 54 . Place K £ 24 . 16 . 

V Our Kiris has been promot- 
ed to 16-1 favourite for foe Tri- 
umph Hurdle next March after 
completing a successful dress re- 
hearsal when landing the Mil- 
lion In Mind Novice Hurdle for 
foree-year-olds by force lengths 
from Danjing at Cheltenham 
yesterday. 


HYPERION 

7.00 Conqulstgadei 730 Jigsaw Boy &00 Jal- 
maid 8^0 Kind Of Ught 9.00 Hard Love . 
9-30 Ballymac dri '• : 

GOING: SandanL 

STALLS: 7T. Lm 8L 2nj - outside; rest- bedde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High from OTto lm 4 L 

B nbreaand. left-hand, oral come. 

Rsogfourag Is north tV la»n on M4S Stafford road. Bos ser- 
vice frcoi Watvrrhmmpcon railway station (penrioe from London 
Easton] Xm sway. ADMISSION: Memb cre £IG; Graadnand £ 6 . 
CARPARK Free 


VtSOgBPFIItST TIME; B old Stre et (7 JO). 

WINNERS W THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LCWKHM 8 X 4 NCR K 0 NNER& Alteaail C 730 ) & B Vriladre ( 930 ) 
here been sent 164 mfies fty BJ O'SaSvan firm Bose Green,* West 
Bussea. 

17001 MEASURE FOR MEASURE MAIDEN 
1 STOKES (CLASS D) E3J00 added 2V0 

lm dUHtyds (AW) 

I NXBIMCamstioSO SMeatal 

3 BmJNBHMMrJL 5 iE 90 Rlteltal 

3 BWLAWUSriBamggO 

4 DBmiCFllYlH(USH)FMiphy90-^-_riSitamB9 

5 BLAND GUMC 90 ltyte .12 

7 0 *SSj D fS °- — rac 2 

9 ° 9 S 

II PHEfrCHHofe itaeaiafl r [)wrA(nfl 

13 60 MWTK 5 TOUYWJVtoaS 9 - 5 

renwfc M Htenr w-A iw ku^ g mo, 7-2 taroute. 

10 - 3 , Brnsie la VeBs, 12-1 Dream of My Ufe, 14-1 etteni ^^ 


AS YOU LIKE rr HANDICAP (CLASS B 
£3^)00 added Gf (AW) 

FOLR OF SPADES PH) (CD) PD Fare a inn 

ffa Oari * 7 — In 1 (n n 

BOU) snsr 02 ) CT (BF) A Batay S 9 llo wm a 1 a 

»WB 0 r(l! 0 |aqpitephy 699 SSmhnl 

gSPUrV Al£P3)5LMoom496 SHNteaifrlO 

™ore illADY CTWF Lge 493 -- u — ni^ en 

gORQB( 7 )[qO KfeBriaoM 431 PPltetev(S 9 

«WrnRBgtM)BWCamBdio48i3 IQrtreS 

GREYtwmBtCU)nCiana6B8 AMaBbreT 

SOLO HOBSOire { 19 ) 00 A Bateman 58 7 — ACttasnsa 

ALSHMII ( 7 ) « Wfi R OStteoiS 86 , DBtgfsS 

HKOCXtaO) 0 » MC*iate 386 ___J|ta*g 4 
BOU>MBR)aWT{U)R WMMd 481 _FljBte ( 7 ) 2 
-Udadarsd- 

fetere Bey; 7-3 Far of Spmta. H Beta StrMt, 7 - 1 M 

DKiTUdhDteNrvata.io-iaaiem. 


2 000063 

3 042021 

4 060032 

5 040004 

6 300000 

7 331300 

8 060200 
B 660430 
10 053*05 
U 46WQ6 

12 210035 
U 095600 

BQTMB; 3-1 
RocK, 8-1 be 


- I arm I *somerford claims* handicap 

LSr^lJ (CLASS D) £4000 lm If 79 y^s (AW) 

1 600251 F«CVXElM>( 2 a)JLtyB 5 UO JUretenS 

2 643020 WBINHIf nENtemBlOO SDVMmlD 

3 040103 DBSrPONHU 121 )DBucheB 699 __APnctar(S 12 

4 500402 CMWIYBLlCONtU) W JaliiBany 494 . — HWtanmll 

5 020000 OUR KM ( 26 ) (Q ) Vriom 3 9 4 Cfea»i«( 5]13 

6 004003 RBMADI SUI (UQ M Usher 3 9 2 RSM2 

7 006034 «KWURA(ZQCJames 392 AMcStaaaS 

8 040132 BBU»«SLAW( 15 )(CD)JFW«Mng 490 IQataE 

9 ooeooor XVBflERXH( 732 FMiipty 690 JMtea? 

ID 521 DWKSWR CL2J fCO) P D Ewms 3 8 13 SSaodaal 

11 510001 JILMW ( 19 ) fty B Mdriahon 3 8 11 LNawtn ( 5 ) 5 1 

12 660000 OWizaiMKmCllQDHaycnJonas7 86 — 

13 362315 POLtypEOUAit ( 60 |{D) BSmarr 48 6 ITtei 3 

-UdBCtnd- 

RniNft 6-1 Ftae RUgi Lari, 7-1 BenjnalBs Law, 91 oftm 

«3Q| ‘CLAIMS DtRBCr CONDITIONS STOKES 
(CLASS D) £ 5,000 added 2 VD 7 f (AW) 

1 134 (S DOUBLE OSCW ( 73 ) M Johnani 9 3 TVMm 7 

2 00000 MfOKCMiMBiasiRHtenteaaSii _ACte«e 4 

3 - 500 l*W 0 Rrp 5 )ABafaf 8 U DWri 0 ft( 3 )B 

4 220200 1 HERBS»riNNBlCM)WGMTb>wrBU~ii 1 l Wre >3 

5 041 VKfMQFUWE{ 12 ){CQ RChwAonS 10 SS»dn 2 

6 0010 HRlB( 80 LFqUS 4 <j 2 )(D]TJ targntn 8 6 A McBtaa 6 

7 1 KM OF U8W CI8) P)R ttiasr 8 6 ITatoS 

8 0BDAMB>TQarm8B J> IfcCrtw (3) 1 

— 0 dwAnd — ^ 

BETTWG: 7-4 Dasbta Osar, B^Wetta of tan, 3-1 attwre 

qnni kb (northern) selling stakes 
(CLASS F) £ 3^500 lm If 79 yds (AN) 

1 524168 ABSOLUTE RULBT 04 ) JL (tuns <9 4 6 

2 400010 Can 3 WWKT^fQNUa>nodm 59 4 .TGMd]wtein 7 

3 1 V 2 - 1 S 1 €U)PB 0 WICEaaflaBHaM 5 9 s 

4 454060 SMASI UR M Cmcho 3 9 2 

5 500400 WSSMNStliaMrffaLUowl-JWTirelOft 

8 020000 SEA SPOUSE ( 81 ) M BteshM 4 _ 9 0 _!!_IIm 2» 1 3 

7 152400 TM»NfiMF 4 )mBntMn 490 OMWAll 

8 00040 WRMEtT gWHtg^JLHara 3 aia SamtatS 

9 620054 B 0 M»«W(M)»JPlctare 3 Sll UChMsIS 

ID 1423 C HMD LOW (W)JL 5 * 3811 . Rta|>hl2 

11 300002 M AZUAtm (C) ASoaror 3 811 sa vStaL a 

12 101600 0 WCBEnS( 73 )fiLMaBa 3 mi it usiih-*. ■, 

13 302655 FLAK LADT U 1 Q W G 14 Tuimt 4 B 9 RPartreaB 

aETTHS: 3-1 Old Proreace, 6-1 Saraxi, Tartre e«n, 7 -l often 

030 1 COfi^OFEHRORS HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £ 3,000 added lm 4 f (AW) 

\ g^ ”j^ WMH 0 S#Bn 81 D 0 ^PwctarH 9 

2 ’ WY F* 0 lffita 5 IWf 78 ^LLriyft.feme 3 7921 

5 _^ 030 ■* U 0 O| fol 6 RJflteer 392 ^ SDVUtarell 

S 231500 

* ^ss ess; 

U 406068 

«niN&MBte) l iitecaM, 7 -aNawta San. MB Votetor, 8-1 otsm 
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Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

• . . ■ The Champion Hurdle may 
have lost much of hs lustre Uus 
week with the injury to Lara© 
Action, but it loses nothing ui 
reminiscences around Britain 
today. Five former winners of 
the championship will be re- 
membered. 

Perhaps the most popular 
will be the eponymous figure 
who parades before the Sea Pi- 
geon Handicap Hurdle at Dos- 
- - - casta- and then welcomes back 
■•0 the victorinto the winners’ en- 
w closure. Sea Pigeon captured the 
1979 Ebar on the Flat before se- 
curing hurdlmg’s cro wn for the 
.. . following two seasons. He Kstfli 
sprightly although rising 26, 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAPr77ie Grey Monk 
(Cheltenham 3JXJ) 

NB: Let*s Get Lost 
(Doncaster LIB) 

which, in human terms, is the age 


• to the rocking chair. 

Another winner is recalled in 
a title in Cheltenham’s Bula 
Hurdle, which sees Morley 
Street on leg two of his come- 
back tour. In the following 
Tripleprint Gold Cup, the chest- 
nut's stable companion. Beech 
Road, continues to show there 
is life following near-death, six 
years after the screens were 
drawn round him and the rifle 
cocked in the aftermath of a faU 
on this course. 

Even Wolverhampton recalls 
a former champion during Dun- 
stall Park’s Shakespearean 
evening (which, oddly to relate, 
does not have an event named 
after 77k Winter’s 7hfe).Thecard 
closes with the Comedy Of Er- 
rors Handicap.- 

If the 1996 winner of the 
Champion Hurdle is lurking 
anywhere today it is almost 
certainly in the Bula, for which 
0 seven go to post, and its iden- 
tfty may be female. 

With her Festival rivals drop- 
ping like aerosotattended flies, 
Mysilv {Cheltenham 1.55) has 
been forced up the ante-poSt 
book and thereismuch to like - 
about both her projects this af- . 
ternoon and the diape of her.ca- . 
re er overall. The mare won-tbe 
Triumph Hurdle in 1994 and is 
still only five and almost cer- 
tainly on the upgrade. 

In last seasons Champion she 
was fifth when the- youngest 
horse in the race. The four in 
front were Large Action and 


1.55: CHIEF MINISTER, sa ease 
on last ground and with a fuiious 
pace, can cut through the deplet- 
ed ranks of the Champion Hurds 
hopefuls and has-beens, here. The 
front-running MysUv and Atours 
both prefer more give. 

(XO 

236: Content Be Better seemed to 
excelin the Hennessy, brt may npL 
be so effective against quicker 
horses on This going. UnRnided Mis- 
sile may also need further, but the 
upbSl finish may exhaust Easy 
Bock's stamina. BIG MATT, third, 
to Dublin Flyer hew las month, can 
win this lees competitive event. * 

□oo . • -V: 

3.18: Si MdBan trans- 

ferred to David Nicholson from Jim 


Danoli, who are already book- 
. nig their seats in the stands for 
next March, plus Alderbrook 
and Fortune And Kazne, who 
are both brought flowers and 
chocolates as often as they are 
oats, so much time do they 
spend in the infirmary. 

Mysilv finished ahead of 
Atoms and Mole Board that day 
and there is no reason why she 
should not do so again, follow- 
ing her pleasing reappearance 
at Cheltenham, where she won 
in the fastest time on the card. 

The Tripleprint Gold Cop 
does hot contain the depth of 
quality of previous years, but it 
does feature one or the revela- 
tions of the season so far in 

- Charlie Brooks’s Couldnt Be 
, Better. The gelding -has been 

raised 101b for his wade to glo- 
ry in the Hennessy Gold Cup. 
and was this week reported to 
be in C^tona-hkeTonn, jump- 
fog and kicking with vitality. He 
will need to be, as both the dis- 
tance and going are now dis - 
similar to those which marked 
' his finest hour. The conditions 
are more in line with die talents 
of Easy Buck (Cheltenham 
235), who won at Newbury 24 
hours before Couldnt Be Bet- 
ter, again in a good tune. • ' 

Those who hear the epithet 
“Gordon Richards’s dashing 
grey” today will be confused as 
to which horse is being identi- 
fied. The Cumbrian trainer is 
represented at Cheltenham by 
. .The Grey Monk, perhaps the 
most exciting novice chaser un- 
veited this season, white at Hay- 

- dock the stable's head boy. One 
Maw (Haydock 2.00), turns out 
for the Tbimsy Whittle Chase. 

One Man, See certain figures 
in the privatised utilities, has re- 
cently done very well for him- 
self without achieving very 
much. Following a facile sea- 
sonal debut success over Joda- 
im at Ayr, he was a short-priced 
favourite for the Hennessy but 
withdrawn on the day of the 
race as connections did not 
want to gef bis hair wet. 

. - After thegrey was spared this 
. opportrnrity of soiling his lofty 
reputation. Master Oats let * 
himself down at Chepstow and 
. One Man was suddenly a ma- 
jor player in the Gold Cup 
ante-post Ust&. - 
. It would be nice to oppose 
him this afternoon, but One 
Man meets the outclassed Well 
Briefed, the old gentlemen’s 
dub of Docklands Express, 
Garrison Savannah and Black 
Humour, and Monsieur Le 
Cure, who, fo trip and going, 
needs nothing less then the 
Everglades Grand National. 


Winning habit: The firey Mode left Brambteberry and the rest of las rivals in his wake at Ayr last month and his trainer, 
Gordon Richards, trill be looking for more of the same today at Cheltenham Photograph: Dan Abraham/Sporting Life 
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91 92 33 94 

im ■ n 3 a 1 ae b p 

. 1S^. 23 . .2 21- ~A 10 Q 2 

3-1 JH 7-2 4-1 A * 74 U-? 14-110-3 
aaiia ' ’ j : s .. * ■ r 7 .a a b b : s - a ~ 

Mweaw.rij’ ^■-• 7 ii-9~ io-7 irf-7io-i3 icm a h-idii- 4 ino io-g 

Aajt oiiamt a £ i rt ato r fteoadtea -£4.25 Stcood Favouritea +£4-50 
P » n- Wrtl M bf l«t 2od or 3rd to taat ticK 67% r 

tta tfrrt gd cw! vrtii in t rsmwtc Pwn’144' 0353) . ' ■ ' 

Trtotrefcrec T ftowtecPBaurt Say qaaSh-Pitoito Ryer (1394) • . ■' 

Bay (1968). Outfln n*w 0994) ' . ■ 

'mow A'-gttSnfcft 1M » jbto-fevDUtes Hoisted fist a* 
tW)V<a» - tftfW antf et*K J = 

^fc».*oe * tii &*«**-£«» SottOp 138S,Cfc» i-femsOwot &#j Cup rsSteZSGT; 


iHYPERION’S 



L30: SPARKY GAYLE, friendless 
ui the' market at Ayr a month ago, 
beKed the odds to fi^bt off the weft- 
handicapped Abbot Of Furness. 
Farther improvement will be need- 
ed here to beat the consistent 
Home Counties and Martin PSpeY 
Encore Ua Pen. 

□co 

1M: The presence of ONE MAN 
shrridkOTtiiisoffssabeituigcoa- 

test,espedaDy at these wtjgjus. The 

grey was all the rage fbrtbeHen- 



J8P , ■ V. . : - - v. • . 

HYPERION 

1230 Dherttriento 230 Wind Force 

LOO Easthoroe 330 Kaftak 

130 SPARKY GATLE (nap) 330 Master Beveled 

2jOO One Man 

GOING; Good. _ 

WLctt-farod gomBfr wtth lmp o gtag drop fences and run-in of two furlongs. 
■Rttccnase krarJnMdoD oTAMO and Mfi. Newuw nBaar rodon is n*D oiSes awar- 
JDHMKMr Conor Snod iI6; TUUmSa S9; Newton Stand £4 (OAF* half-price In 
THttadli and Newton tend). CAR FAIR: Free. 


■ LEADING TSAINHKS WJTB BUIOJE2S; G Bidmrtht - 3) afefwrs from I06nmners 

gh«s a snccaa rtdo of 29-2* and a pnA u> SI letd stake of S7.40; If C Pipe - 25 *1n- 
ntxs. 1 10 nnosen, 22-7%, J G PlzaGcnld ~ )2 wtanes, 45 mnners, 26-7%, +19.79; 

N A TwIacofrXhnlM - 12 nlnncTS, 45 ntnaeis, 26.7%, +S15U6. 

■ LEADING JOCXEYS: R Danwoody- 17 wtanera, 63 rWta, 27%, J9.C6; If Dwj«r 
- 17 wtnaeo, 98 rides. 17 J%,-S40.8i;G SiaiBey- 10 winners, 37^*3,27%, +124 J*: 
G McCovrt - JO winners, 45 rides, 22M, +S10JG. 

WDOfEBS IN LAST SKVRN DA1&. Kahak (8.00) won at Welhertiy on SMnnfcy. 
LON&OISTANOI RUNNERS: WeB Briefed (2ikn has beat sat 220 riles by R Buckler 
Brom He^jtash. Dm; Uft Sad Load ( I JO) aem 215 miles W R Aliw bon tmiop, Dockl 

HO on I HARVEY DEAOffY HOSPIWLTTY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 

| -» P) (DW [J £3 t 5Q0 added 2m Penalty Value £2£08 

1 S541 DtWHnWBtro (9) (D) (B J WtxxQ J MacMe 4 11 6 — j£ UWi—l P> 

2 • . ARItWSLD [Uq|cr U Watson) M W EssartJy 7 11 0 NSSrin 

9 F35 SMRHN(29(MWLn(Bn)PD6ens5U0 Jf Dwyer 

4 2414- BRNKH3l{217)(kksS)roUcW)JNDnoo4UO MRy 

5 0 C0U«mMDniM{29)(FJSeinsBuy}M«ASwro*5U0 IRaBoe 

fi CROWMByjBroaWroOB3e9ATtml5UO, IFIMey 

7 CURKM (AJMc£crakSTCEU»ef4 110 NMWI 

8 W) DOTO«fKKTp2)«HE€0MlGndwOs511O LOHn 

■9 '9223- nf 4 DSStJB (348) (Mee M E Rtnianl) Wss M Hoeland 5 11 0 TOyl«onc 

10 BOSejCERiirfUntaft MsJPoiwi4U.O MMntai 

U. PWW4ZZD lEmroCClrtr) GW Mcoe-t U D 10*0— 

12 . 06 PBS0NMU8 (19) OArc 6 S Roeg J VAssn S 11 0 BFMfanffi 

13 35- PV8BMllE{2S7)(NWEBsM4i)UWEa3taW4110— s IDdseol 

U 0062- RMDS MAJOR (379) (A U Pttxn) D UcCWl 4 11 0 DW«Hi(S) 

-UMnf- 

BETIMS: 5-2 MnrtWato, 54 MdUlw e a. 8-1 Cme Etpnry, 8-1 Dontao 1*08, h m Wa n , 

304 Pmnaob 124 othM 

1984; On Ar 6 10 9 M RageraW 2-7 (N GoeNeej 7 on 

[Toni PETROS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £12fi00 |»qi 
l-WUl added 2m Penalty Value £8/03 l^V-H 

1 2665P-2 SWnWLMeP5}(D) WIP8p™rtAn&(^G<ewiJCP»rtei3120 BShaay 

2 221-111 GUaRMKPefaSdmanao^mitUafHMVC?!!! IFTBtajr 

3 2122-12 POUUCALTOWBi CUJ (0] (BF) ® R S NtajnJ R Mart 8 ID U TReed 

4 3335-23 CBCUAim [32J {CO) (BF) (Jtfn Sk^eom} D McCain 9 10 0 A8taM(5) 

-4dodMod- 

4**mm^lOsLn*lmniacap*^icaaMailan7a9t. 

Eastnapo b MM ertend in the 120 m OwlenAMi 

8EItMa 8-13 tettmte. 54 ftfifiou Tomk, 44 SoAxm lam, 154 CtaMhn 
3984: Undo EoW 9 11 ID M Dxya 2-5 U Rcfle«« 2 tan 
FORM OWE 

CfceatoOonwfl anni some pfto-fiioneyamp(r by compteong the coutae, but he looks out- 
d m wd. Good aound suits EASTHORPE iw> and he Is a &ma, pro pessKn, sotsxHuntp- 
stg t>pe wch a fcir hanttop mark deapttB seven wib ower fences In the past 13 months. 
He was In sharper condition and receMng t m> stone aften Denting Egypt Mfl Prtnce into 
thkd at Cheltenham in October but ns had to put his best foot toraant to mastar What'S 
. h Orta who went on tomtot at Kempton. He has not nai tor 38 days, but is good when 
fiwh and looks capable of maraAng the 41b concession » the consistent PoWcai Tow- 
er, veto did not ff* the best at luck m ntmng «4ten second to Rodeo Star at Newcastle 
rot time. If Easthorpe jumpeas he car. he wtf be hart to peg back- Snftton Lane is a 
usefal mav at tef best, b« sue dew a bank test season and Her wetherty second of dime 
to BeLstone Fox offere no aMous encouragement. a ete rtWn; EASTHORPE. 

IT on! TOTE MUU1BET HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) Imm 
} j^ou| £^0^000 added 2ril 4f Pendty Value £7,295 L OPOA i 

1 S2-12P6 FBBMEU.(7)(9i94fC0knBJcned URpeSUlD DBM 00m 

2 3UM4 HOMECOliaESCWfiOv Onamas aWwtl U9 0 Muft<r6U10 OJMsMt 

3 342UT UfTAI«lUJAD(B85(n)BWCfwnpbn»PJaien)nM«8n7 BPaTOI 

4 1/224-OP SUN SUWQ?f7]!SmonSanstxry|TRasfcf 7112 SWjuoe 

5 512140- BSOtCUN JMU(2B8)(WBBt JWylMPpeOlOll OBbr»s(71 

6 3131f-5 NOHOUWS (12} P) W) C B Remscnl W Sasey 9 10 11 MkUmy 

7 2UXU-1 SJWWOANECWmcftoymcndAnOenonawrtCPBrterSlOB B Story 

BEnwe: 24 State, Safe. 8-1 Nattnls. 4-1 Hero OoTOTO, PddMB, 9-1 Eacara UR Pea, 
144. Uft AM load, 20-1 Sao Sd* 

1994: OwrtonJ 5 10 « U ftehana 11-8 V R Murt 5 ro 
FORMBUDE 

SPARKY GAYLE Is gomg to make an abme overage chaser h due course, but It augure wel 
tor the ma Of the season that he should duty 12st m an Ayr fwxScap e momti egcvcom- 
ing throrot to pip Aitoot Of Funass. If all Ns opponents hern mre m the peak of tom. 
Sperky Gayto ooUd have e faa bit on Ms plate, but that Is not the cess. He won at Ayr de- 
spite bang a bit tadward. wit enjoy himself off lost Sb and can be named the promts 
sro member at me field, ms chance would be euen better if the pound was salt because 
he beat Forbidden Time 20 lenphs under such conditions at Ayt last January, but he could 
tU be aoa enouffi on a course that. Be Ayr, Is flat and galloping. Uft And mad beat 
Ratay Owe n Newbury'S BeiWrtm Hunfc m Marat 1993, but went leme later m the month 
aM iro a far M to prow on his return. Sbl, the Robert Alner staUe Is a 0xto one and Uft 
And load mght yes haw another gwd race in him. PrtdeeB wag put back iwetiajipies in _ 

Spawn's We handcap last Saluda and » ttBfn^nn talh. tut staMemate Btcore 

Ui Fro e st» pretlmed oner this distance. He was succeasfif over fences ten eeeson bra 
« s decent tattler , » a bft headstrong at tlmea. He s a Wg oan^ with hie mo's cron 
ffrt fpp gff^brrrden to lOst 4fl». Encore UnPcufirished a oouple of ptaces ahead of Sparky 
Geyre tod* Sun Afiarwe Novtee Hutle last March. Home Couades. tat seeson'sCOuv 
ty HMtdcap HuMe winner, le Strong uo » win 'another good race \Mt 
trite should sut him bernr than two mfes aid a ha& SetecUon: SJMRKY GAYIE. 


Today's meeting at Lmgfidd has 
been called off after falling vic- 
tim to the Arctic conditions that 
have hit the south of England 
this week. 

The assistant clerk of the 
course. Fergus Cameron, said 
yesterday; "After holding two in- 
spections the stewards have de- 
cided to abandon the meeting. 

"There is still snow on the 
course and. although there was 
a slight thaw this morning, the 
temperature has dropped this 
afternoon." 


onnl TOMMY WHITTLE CHASE (CLASS B) £15 jOOO lopf**! I 
added 3m Penalty Value £1TUW l pgt/X l 

1 241635 HONSEUR i£ CURE (14) (D) fHeca H ftwni J Eoures 9 11 6. JFTMey 

2 12U32-P BUCK HUMOUR {IQ (D| ilaoylkiia Wecacc CB>n& U 11 2 DOMa0wr 

3 122-033 D0CX1AIDS EXPRESS (18) 8b ? H Baras, KBadey 13 112 IRMton 

4 21300-3 OUaSONSAVAMUH f2U MM Ihrtean UnJ ^wan IT 11 2 WIMb 

5 QUUF-1 ONEIIAN(28){CB| UHM9 G AdWCS 7 11 2 MDqer 

6 311431- «miBRBH)C259)(Dj IPewr Jonesl B 6x*ta 8 ID 12 BPbacfl 

-fidadmd- 

Monror la Cun A abd enwed n 0* 235 « Chefenftjm 
BTOi Rimr k afeo ottad in me iJ5 a Doneater 

BEinm ** Oh Mm, 8-1 Monsieur ta Cbm, Carrfcoo Semaat, 7-1 WM OrTOrd, 10-1 Ottk 
linn. IT 1 fXirHtolr ri|ilto 
1B94S Owom) 10 11 2 R Dumaody 11-4 ai ftpei 3 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

It mBhas a change to sea tatereed chasats run tor {pod money without being hampered by 
weight and a better spectacle *41 be the result. ONE MAN rn£n have had a couple of non- 
campteDons Inst season, bur he is a classy jumper m the mam and he should win Ru 88 
he likes. The detason to pul hen him out of the Hennessy (fid not please everyone, but 
Goidon metroto steely od me ngfn trung because the stfl-deveiopeig One Man would haw 
had a diamine race in the deep ground and peiteps had he confidence knocked. He ou0n 
lo be too fleet-footed for the dote gafioper Mo n s ie ur Le Cure on me gpod (jourd and 
those wondglul campalgTers. Dodd e nd s Eepreaa and Qentaon finennn lL aged 13 ano 
13 respectively. Well Brtefad Is a usefii lundlcapper. but One Man has Vttte tz> fear horn 
Nm at die vnjpitfi. 

Sakcdoa: ONE MAN. 

*> on] BBC TELEVISION HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) | RRr i 
^1 £5^00 added 2m 7T llflyds Penalty VAie £3jB98 

1 RFUJT WHO TOWS (7) U N G Morem) G lUait 10 12 0 JRMTO 

2 «rni-3 JRJA0ffil{14)0rovRa»)MWEanErtiy611l3 HDwyw 

3 2603-63 TRUMP (12) (Raymond Anderson Green) C taler G 11 fi__ ,J) Parker (3) 

4 5131-06 OBSNHON 08C [UJ flR (W A W J Noron 6 U 5 .WRy 

5 22/P2 3 (RACE CARD (22) (G A Fardonl R Wcodwce 9 11 4 Liman 

fi 4530G3 LAfCEO GStHW DO) (KW 8*1 fi Son LnJ) C BckC 6U1 WMnton 

7 3232-52 BREST EASEBY C123 OCBaWyl W Storey 5 UO RMc&afti (T) 

B 532606- ffilMfl MW ffTt) (THCadw«ITCaMw»6 1013 PstCdiM 

9 F31F-36 UMO (14) (The Low Fljec (Thonx^ttHfe) Lifl L lix^p 4 10 12 TReed 

10 3W465 RnstBUiro{lQmieHhalMParmdmiJad7l012 fi Upton 

11 110-113 MOOWBBCDANCER(l«(qiBF)(PCDIouhoirtM»MRa«ley510U__8CaW(7) 

12 22310- BANG M TROUBLE (2S9) dfill. R kkTOryj JJ07W 4 10 9 A Rada (3) 

13 3-26052 COUTURE SIOCXVfGS CU) Coucjf Martehg La8J Matte 11 10 7 TBey 

14 2U22-P raREROTOBt [17) (Ms G Jsitnscni J Etficns 6 106 0 BanUey 

BETinft 34 AQadeer, 9-1 Cootie* Stockings, 7-1 Tramp. 8-1 VRnj Forte, 10-1 Uvta, DbafnglDn 
Daaay 12400*11 

1994: Saw Team 5 ID 7 P l*oi 7-2 (Mn M Revaey) 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

This night seem a competitive race, but none of the r unner s appeals as the type m win 
here and then go on to defy a penalty, but FATHER Q'BflttN stays better man most has 
had a run to bong nm on and gets in uAh a racing vre&iL John Edwards has ^t to f£t hfc 
season roitrr. but Fffher O’Bnen can hardly be named for falmg to f©ie on his Chepstow 
reappearance when fitness was a a premnan n the the sticky gmrd. He came dear of a 
field of 13 noMces at Hwha m (3m) tan May and a previous Fwth defeat of Uran V am 
Eartymcmmg U0rt was reasonable, as was a second of 20 n a heevy-^ound mree-mler 
at Hefwm. A fma of Sedgefefd torn from early last season sug^sts mar Great Easebjr 
reid HoaraMne Q u eer ere closely matched but have a tew lengths m hand of Tnenp. 
Nevertheless, Trump struck a parch of form subsequently. IAe Great Easeby, he needs a 
bh of orwing atong. but It is not hart to visual ee both of these, plus Moonshine Dance, 
staking a daim atthe ftrwh. Afadeer wdl need io be witched off towaids the back to stay 
the tnp. but has a decent chance t he stays, whie Landed Gentry has sometrang to prom 
in the stamina department, but. Me Unto and D faaJn gon Oenc. sfiart to writeoff m such 
a duaous event. 

Sriect lo ir FATHER O'BRIEN 

fofinl BEECHES FARM CONDITIONAL JOCKEY HANDICAP HUR- 
OLE (CLASS E) L3J000 added 2m Penalty Value £2^74 

1 54J7P BANK VEN (7) ID» (fBooean*) ud) N Tntfer 10 11 11 ; EKMbaod 

2 124-201 MIIlM(mn«:JMupry1Jjro4Ull FUaby 

3 RQ2-652 HWh OGSS £21J IG S Boyi A Jams 4 id 12 P Manta (3) 

4 221-400 GRAMMAN (13) (Ms Been M NU|Enl D Mdtin 4 10 7 STajtor [3) 

5 PW5? OflU.Rt«>(2«)(EHCWiy»/Vftooft5106 DRMergiJ 

6 (VOGUE AHIACE (7) flh (BF) ,1be Fd» Bntne* Parmennip! S M«to 6 10 2 .CtrtiWatb 

-fidectand- 

BEmNB: 8-4 Utak, 8-1 Rjro GTOu B-l Aotaes. 8-1 OraMnwa. QdllMnd, 12-1 Brek View 
1B94: Dual knagl 7 11 0 E Cajapan 9-2 U FtnOeaw 9 ran 

I HARVEY DEMMY HOSPITALITY NOVICE HlfilDLE (CLASS 
D) (DIVB) £3^00 added 2m Penalty Value £2^08 

1 511 MftSIBt BEH&B1 (9) Pi tSto E J Woenst P 0 Evens 5 11 12 MOwyar 

2 3/ «*BRAlSSBVU783)f6ESf*MBiMtVEasw^T110 IFTMey 

3 0- SAMANJKfiWpSBJiThfPErtpQA.' NTnJ4w4U0. .WMantTO 

« oo Ere»«Lcnra6)mryrertGRii«irts4iio iiroro 

5 056260 FUMIBB lBC(3ffl)(G Lore) EAfcmn 7110 TOasnartbe(5) 

G OO lAUmV aa«J4. (238) (EWagilC Parker 4 110 B Storey 

7 3- MACKTHE IMBFE (282) (DGG Merced M Poe 6 110 DMpH 

B RERgX HAMER (MOaettani ftnt Racng VQ J UHon 4 li 0 R&TOla 

9 0 BHANAVOQI (28) (Sem Dthsml G U Moore 4 li o 1 Catalan 

10 SHOHEY AftVN li A N 8/Cxf 5 11 0 TReed 

U 0630P ANASOtSlAWOSOR(8^IMrsGtoato3vDUc<te4io9 DJMoftaB 

12 0 SrHIA HCOLEDUCK (9) fPmcsSi Raa^ 1 A Sf?e»r 4 10 9 TBey 

13 1AURA UE (&*«»> Heart) B De Ham 5 109 Blgeoa 

-ISdNtoretf- 

BETnffi: 24 Matt The KMe, 94 Maner Beveled. 7-i FkTOng Lina, B-l AdnWs Sro. 19-1 
ro C»y, 12-1 ReRex Heoener, 18-1 Jemma PuUedwfc. 20-1 others 
1994: Sec Demon i 


HYPERION 

12J.0 General Command 12A0 
US Left) Get Lost IAS Sootton Bante Z2D star 
R»gp 2^5 Random Harvest 3^0 Gfoen 

GOING: Good (Gtwd loHrmtopTOto oo Chreeamme). 

Cento! rrfway 

(>t«l.AD>aSSK>>fc^ 

i3 (nnder»l fia free aH cm riomes)- CAR PASS. m& 

| ,CR l IfM ONttAi 

t.OK3> j [cWBfltBL] 

WI W JSK!NL8STffifBin^_'f» ,«nt 



M lSsaX'M (1BAO)** I68n*»b?0S** 
sroad Own Upper Irotowro. • ■ . 

'■**% Jftl RUtROUSf HUL LAD NOVICE CHASE 
1? . 10 | (CLASS D) £5fl00 added 2m Uflyds 

1 ow-131 DESao-caui (D) ff 

2 (XP-llAGSCML«roM»^.P)eac^7U8-P»b^ 

3 321232- U)OiN*a«N (232} Uh >4 Hwoky » 4 — ** 


4 333T3-3. HRRJ00E{lfll*sJBron8ll-4 : — — AS«6 

5 500450 FurmBBUUeMJJaMsAlOT BHwtoS® 

-5Wnl- 

BOnmc SA lbctaeero, 7-4 Oeettor cab. 94 SeneraJ Conrand. 
. IMJfrAMfe'&lProritfepsfclE . 

[mSI DONCASTER RACECOURSE SPONSOR- 
SHIP CLUB HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
O £4750 added 2m 4f 

i mwr nRB>Bummmjirofm7i2o — rhmbwcq 
2‘ 012PM»- BUnarSTWKWXll}p)OSbewo«]8116 JAMnCMfcf 

3 221115 tWCWSDCVEttae F&hats7ll4 BlMgPI 

4 5312MI T0PCB(7)UfSJRBnsaai5112. -RSenSy 

5 . 12126 CURHKMTKD(2mci9HsMFtoroy5U)13 — PNkm 

6 am nrr wr nwiqg Me jftcj 710 la tsto 

7 4a3552-HOWSefioei(U)WMli4101fl DKMH 

B omoo 8tACNWCKHfll(l^NfinUer6l£l8 ASSatt 

9 36UAF 8<MMSKA(I)(BF)MKBEBdy5 104 LWjer 

-IMTO- 

BenWR: MSbMnoMB, 4-1 Seroae Seed. »4bp Cm, S-lOOto* 
108, 84 R»d Earfb, 124 oTOre 

\a a c] RACECOURSE MEDICAL OFFICERS AS- 
^ SOCOTTON NOVICE MJRDLE (CLASS E) 
- £2^00 added 2m ucyds 

1 2D6-1 IETB RET UBT (57)89 J A Hm 6115 PfOueo 

2 f BOu>«K8anra9W5Cimf0an5ioi2jibro 

3 QB5P5-2 H&nm(lS}05taM0d61012 lAMcmey 

4 30 RAZHfflA6LBS(9)ltaJtoradHl51012— RGWffly 

5 FEAQHY«5»fkasey41012 BMroterey 

6 46280- JKMDB»flJNcroi51012 ECefa0M(7) 

7. MBSS(AJQum41012 — LUjar 


e 3 SOLOMONS DANCER (25) W Hath 5 10 12 0 Byrne 

9 Q5104-0 TARA RAMBLER (U) Mto 5 Hal 6 10 12 PCarbwry 

20 WSS|«LIJPHlCTan(mffji4 10 7 RBowtaafTl 

11 R0IM.C0MS)WI6Muiiw 6107 jOPut 

12 SU’SaEDESHE GCtotyl 7107 PM4*m 

- Udedered- 

BETmc 7-2 irf» Set lest, 4-1 Heart A Gaea, 6-1 (toy finch. 

6- 1 Marne's Dear, B-l Tara RwMre, 10-1 Aaad, 12-1 others 

I * At- 1 -6AI O' HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£HMN» added 3m 2f 

1 412WP COflBffWPJJtawUUO MrCBoneo (3) 

2 J21W2-P BACK HRlOUHOAJDJC Books U HI DGMa0ier 

3 3112-91 SCOnWBM8BU4)MHEagiW61D8 IWJb 

4 32F2-P2 COHBMfBWpi) l*sJ WanlOlOO RFArart 

5 U2-4113 BWSeroRPnBRBMeyBlOO TJNWrptqr{3) 

• GdecNred- 

Mfcun trevin 10a. 7 m fmTOP ■*»«= Boy » 106- Far $e- 
nfcr9B5®. 

Gacrt HI^IW h alaj auwed in tf* 1 2,00 A Ha>W« 

BErnNft M Scatter Barts. 6-2 Cofeany Boy. 3-1 Seek tTOror, 

7- 1 Cbgrat, 12-1 fw Senior 

mgft l SEA PKBDN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
^■^1 B) £7000 added 2m UOyds 

1 012-300 

2 006-565 B8««£Haro(17)fetfiMflSSrT»»6W3Bctert&ro 

a 03-0121 1WB(mfiME|«l(D|UHM^6l03 rjj*? 

4 003311 SOR H ME ( 1 7) (P ) JLIrtrt SlOO ASSMfi 

B£nm 64 sro RMS. H*iba 6ste, *2 Shaph 1M Bocob- 
bony 


n cel FRANCES CROSSLAND MADEN CHASE 
l~°l (CLASS D)£5ft00 added 2m 3f llflyds 

1 PP06D-3 CUWC(14jT7aeSU10_„ Jt Barter 

2 OOFPQ5 CJWOfLING FROST (7) Wrs D ffetre 7 11 10 — GHogM{3) 

3 3F5FB RNOfS0art532)GftosTO ru If) BHenbgm 

4 0005- WCSSAN JUNCTION (364) CThcman 6 11 1DDWUBM 

5 U2FP-J5 IMfi&lAN BAY (42) Ws J finite 7 11 10 RFatart 

6 5GCUF4 H0W4XB>O5)UnSSmi9i6U10 JBcbartBcest 

7 54 RANDOM fWflfST (291 hft V Ftorte) § 11 10 — P0m 

8 4/4063-3 SFEARfEAO ASA1H (62) K EM^oer 6 11 10 LWyar 

9 40P-P33 SKJRWKD RUN OE] P Datoi 7 11 10 TJeotai 

-9dedered- 

BETIWft 2-1 ITO d etn Hanrect. 7-2 Spe artewl Affln. 4-1 BagBBan Bay, 
5-1 fiart'S G48L 8-1 C8<m, 10-1 Mooy-SUp, 15-1 otters 

fo'on i WJMEO'INTERMEDIArENH FLAT RACE 
\'* M \ (CLASS H)£L500 added 2m llflyds 

1 0 APn.SEVBnH(12)CBCIX4114 Q Hogan (3) 

2 ARRySU R HrtfaeaO < U 4 MssSStorau 

3 BOG ACM J Noron 4 11 4 ECeb0wi[7) 

4 553- CATTLT MVI5 (289) I isgt 5 fi AkWArtrtn 

5 45 CURRENT MONT (UJU Hamrtnnd 4 114 _fih-c Bonner (3) 

6 EUR0 , m«CMHEa5!aw5114 fiFertnS) 

7 GALEN U5 U faetey 4 U. 4 C ■kGomart (7) 

B fiUTTSBCE S Omstan 5 11 4 MrMfBBrt 

9 HWMUacKBs0ey4U4 TJrtBsbyffi 

10 JOWlORiroi P Webber 4 U4 Mr P Scott (71 | 

11 40 STORM DANCE (17) RonatlTtiQiTigGOn 4 114^1! (MAC {3] I 

12 TtETO&EAWJFnfcM<114 RMBHeyR 

13 0 ¥OUWI(^0?P3eamn4 114__J6Htro(7) 

-Udedantf- 

g£77W& 5-2 Giro 9-2 ns Tot&aart, S-2 Mb Itort; 7-2 firorefitgci. i 
»4 bn Tkyne, CbfTWf Mooy, 14-1 CatBy Mng, 18-1 etas 


HYPERION 

19-SO WteJey Wonder 2J35 Bag Matt 

190 Front Street (nb) 3JLD The Grey Monk 
l_gs Chief Minister 3.45 strawberry Angel 


GOING: Good. 

M LeA-hand, eillopuifi course with stiff (unto tlphlD run -in nf L'liJyH 
I RwrUMtifsc is lm north of um off A13o. But frnl hunt Cheltenham railmj SUiUun 
[VTved by BrWol, Birmtnjihani and Umdnn, Paddimsnni whir-h is Urn awny ADMIS- 
SION: Club SIS (Junior*, 10-21 jiarn. 5 Si: Tancrsilb £ 13; heocrV Enckcun- SR 
Check fur dubwjucrt CAB PABKJ Frw. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RL'NNGRS: D Nirtolaoo - :tC winner* fnim 1 (Hi run- 
ners ph<9 aauccuM raw ol 21 .7»* ubd a prrtk lo a S 1 level stake of £ 10.12, M C Pipe - 
;W wtanere, iM nvuwn. l.'l.TV -S87.IU; N A Twiaua-Darlea - :£ winners.. I9£l mn- 
ncre, 16 ltd. -kS fi M; K C Balin' - ~ "Hinm. W rurw-r.. 2r»iAk JJI ryi 
■LEADING J0CXET9: RDimwoodr- 12 winners, 2 1 J I f* TV ‘STJtl; A Majjnl^ 

-a) winner*, Ittlndes. M.TWtnST.'ARI; JOohorw* -SI winnet*. !.”i ni>, 11 if-Ull; 
S WnUaiuon - -I wu inw* . 87 riik*. i!4.!V -wiAIJifl 

WD4NRR8 IN' LAST SEVEN DATS: Chopwell Cnrwim. i IS&ui wnn ai Wtlhcrfay uii 
.S suntey. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS; Chief Malster 1 J h*- U.«i ml 177 mfl& In Dionuu. 

Drer from lwaygrie. Tz>iadc. 


Ho gn l BRISTOL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 2} £12^00 
added 3m UOyds Penalty Value £84S0 

1 22-lStL GHORIBL CURTAINS mHUnom Drape lafiMHEciafrtw 5 11 4 A P McCoy 

2 arsOl RWBOW (23 (D) [E 5 & W v Rotos. 0 Shewoofl 5 U j 1 Qsbome 

3 0CM1U MS^WM6ltlS)(C)(WeieyGrtfWre«^NTwi^,te.» 

£ HWfCT CROSS U H lorvisoni 1 H Jchrson 8 11 0 GTennay 

5 4 OABK STRANCB? (Uf firm Near C aoom £ U a GBrafley 

6 2-ff HA1Q4AM BOY (22) (Sown Benun 0 Ncfnfeai 5 11 0 RDnwoody 

7 111112 HHnECAMro(29)(BF)'JetmyMitcncaiMisMReveiev4U0^ RHodga 

8 2/1 UVaTW8eKr(22)(*DWHi«JGificn:e.llO PHMe 

9 Pi^3 NDWWfE KNOW (7) (P Heroert. T Daceram M f<rai«. M 3ieooaid ? 11 D ..-CMaodr 

10 332241 UtKETHEBUCKSMH (22) (D) IbavCFiTtsoiiT Thorreon Jonsfi 11 0 CMeCowt 

11 0-43 WOOOfWIDGfilE CIS) (laeylJcvi Wetter, N Hwoe^cr. 5 U 0 U AHtz£em)d 

12 62-22 ¥««■ (15) Vi E Swu J Ott 5 U 0 TCrarahmi 

KTTWC 7-2 WWeyHtaadm. £-1 Faxbow. 5-1 UvetyKnigw. 7-1 Owpirefl Cartons, ft- 1 HU The 

Cam. Hrtctem Boy, rahrt. 10-1 otfiere 

1994: Bfl ©» Gruff 5 110 W Uarann 100- S' CD Ncrrtioni 5 ran 



Lingfield called off [l5ol 


Lingfield is the fourth Na- 
tional Hunt meeting lo be lost 
this season. 

■ The following horses are 
doubly engaged today: East- 
borpe ( Haydock 1 .00, first pref- 
erence) (Cheltenham 1.20, 
second preference ); Monsieur 
Le Care (Haydock 2.00 J (Chel- 
tenham 2.35): Black Humour 
(Doncaster 1.45) (Haydock 
2.00). Horses will appear at 
their second preference only if 
the first preference meeting is 
abandoned. 


\e oft] GEORGE STEVENS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B)£lflfl00 
■*•^1 added 2m UOyds Penalty Value £6,743 

1 £4 JD£0 IrtCLE GRMC (2451 (DJ ILan UbyO Ytftnen J Fe/SerM 10 12 0 A P McCoy 

2 271223- MARIWS LAIP (247) (CD) 4 Mb F C W eCi) D Ncngkon 8 11 6 RDrewoody 

3 41453£ THUMBS UP HAJ (D) IMcnatl ftiMeyi N Hcmerw y U 7 Jt AFtoj^mld 

£ 16&1-11 FRONT SIREEI [14) (D) (Mr^ Jtan R Behcp' S Sr^rwaxi 8 ID 3 1 Osborne 

5 221-111 EA5IH0RPE (38) (CO) 'Marun Brojp*^, M*s H 7 10 1 — iFTtttey 

-5dodaretf- 

fasfnorpe 6 ate eraeno a me LOO x nave bo 

BETTMG: S-2 Eastfeoipa, 114 Front Street. 3-lTTwreta Up- 7-2 Matin's Lamp, 8-1 Unde Ernie 
1994c Current Espreu ’ 10 13 J Osttvne 10&30 >N Htrdermr - 5 ran 

I 'e ' ee l BONUSPHOTO BULA HURDLE (CLASS A) r*A 
(Grade 2) £35000 added 2m If Penalty 
value £21,665 

1 260-112 AJOURSCtolQ On Rare Panrertui D Etwjnn 7 U4 P Holey 

2 3111P-3 RSSMR (14) (CDI (BF) Deny Benson, M Pipe £ U £ JLower 

3 6115F-1 MYSXV (29) (CD) IBtt RaongCwoK E^firtonoUS JUom 

4 1001-32 CHff MM5TERI14) (BF) iGStoeiiT Ejrt 6 11 0 -MorHeita 

5 42/20UO MOU BOARD (270) (ClflVE Scum JiM 13 UO fiUewe«yn 

6 «F/£-3 MORLEY STREET (22) |Q il>cn%l laoacr BxncsuxLi G Balefire U110-6 Bradey 

7 231-213 NON VHMGE (Ml lAbn Mam) U Cbapfran £ U 0 ....WWMMffoa 

- 7 | K| wd ~ 

BETTWB: B-£ MyeBv, 94 Atows, 7-1 Ktaste. B-l Morfey Street Main Board, 10-1 Cbtof MUs- 
ter, 33-1 Non Uotage 

1994; Lap- Acnon 6 11 4 ] Qsoome S-U '0 Snemoxf) 8 ran 

FORMBUDE 

This course bn ngs out the best a MYSILV ana sne s pmked to hold the lale run ol Ataurs 
ei wnai promises to be a good contest The 1£&4 Triumph Hurtfie winner managed to 
keep the pack at bay ifu between the last two ei last year's Champion Hurtle, a race 
n winch Atoms was probably past he best for me season and tailed io shape. Mys-w wui 
not find n so cosy fo shake Nm off this time. Un the way she skipped over her hurtles 
ana outclassed the opposition tier® last month shows net to oe as gtoa as ever. That 
said, Atours was at Ns best in the eaiiy pan of last season and Is probably in even bet- 
ter form at present. He Od rot nave lo be at his peak to ceded at Kempt on and Win- 
cantor dh his first two starts and he gave Urge Action, who was getting 5tt>. a harder 
race than he was then credit for at Ascot last lime. He is a iou£i hotse and R may all 
be down to how fluently he tardies. Motley Street, mm 11 and with only one run n the 
previous 20 months, finished a Horen lengths behind Aiotxs in third place at Ascot. He 
moved up gong as we* as anything at the second last and, although he will come on tor 
the run, S is sueiy too late for Nm to make any serious tmpscL Kissair. ttas year's Tn 
inch Hurtfie woiner, ran better than Ns 20- length third beta no KiRone Abbot at Newbury 
on hs reappearance suggests. He will probably not be good enou&i. though, and Chief 
Minister has not imprwed that much since being beaten over 16 lengths into thud by 
Atous (gave 9101 here rot year. 

S e le ct ion: MYSILV. 

lo OE| TRIPLEPRINT GOLD CUP HANDICAP CHASE pJ 
(CLASS A) (Grade 3) £60000 added 2m 5f l' 1 " 
Penalty Value £36,994 

1 241£36 MQWBJR IE CURE (14) (CD) (Hater H ftwaii J BhoitS 9 11 10 GUcOwrt 

2 2MP-U COULDNT BE BEITH! (14) (CO) {R A B W*tnel C BmkS 8 11 7 GBrafcy 

3 3CR1F-F BEECMMMD (64) (CD) (1A i Mrs Tony OaakelGBrtlng 13 10 9_ A P McCoy 

4 19112 IMGUBED MSS8£ (7) (I? IP E Hansonl 6 itawras 7 10 5 ADoMMlr 

5 121f5-l EASY BUCK Q5) U P M A J W CookJ N ta^on-Qams 6 10 4_^_ .CMawk 

6 11321-5 AROUND THE HOW (15) (Pefin** Pwren] J Grtcwl 8 102 SMcNeM 

7 1531-23 BIG MATT (28) IT BerteM arrt Mi WBimn) N HeraMscr 7 10 0 NARbTOrtl 

8 1111QT- All FOR LUCX (38S) (B J Cr^ M flee ID 10 0 ImtoEirans 

9 2262-14 GNOin TYCOON pnimtmBetflljH Johnson 9100 J Osborne 

-iron- 

Mlnfirs*” wetgnc lost Tore hanfc* t—ffiis: Big Man 9si 12b. AS for uxk S Gnome" 5 Twxbi fra 
Sfc. 

kfcfBiew le Cm b aba Wma in Ow 2 00 at Haydock 

BETTMQ: 04 Big Matt, 100-30 OaoTOt Be Better. 7-2 Easy Burt. 3-1 Un&afcd kBssfie. 14-1 
[flOOM's Tycaoa, 16-1 Around The Ham, 25-1 Montour U Cure. 2&-1 others 
1094: Dublin flyer 8 103 B tow* 10D30ff FareWd Z1 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Monsieur Le Cure's Mended target k, the Tommy Whmie at Haydock but not withdrawwig 
him here means the weights nave nor had to go up. That leaves Big Matt 2lb out of the 
handicap, though that is 51b less than he was when staying on into third behind Dublin 
Flyer and E©ipi Mil Pnnoe in the Mackeson here tar weeks ago. If he had not ho the 
Cast when making g mum. he would haw finished closer stil. Btg Matt had run a WWy 
Inal tor the Mackeson against Egypt Mir Pnnce ovet two miles at Ascot and with those 
two races behind non. should be ripe for tms. yet UNGUDED MSSILE shcuweis only 
51 1) more, wtach is no «Ki0H tor such a potenbaRv smart horse, even if ns lorn & aw 
a longer tnp. Ungraded Missne was in fourth place when he came down four out behind 
Brtef Gale r last season's Sun Alienee Nonce Chase tan went on io trounce the winner 
as Ayr. He has already jumped round safely hare a> 3 match ins season and a kkrty strong 
pace from Easy Buck snouid ensue this is a suffieem last of stamina lor Nm. Easy Buck 
turned m a good edytflbon at Newbury 15 days ago and was winning easily unoihe New 
ud after me last. He w4i be sharper for that firei since April and tas jumping alone saves 
him a fftod chance. The Bteiy strong pace wil also help Coukkn Be Better, who e drop- 
ping down in distance after Ns impressive Hennessy win a fortngit ago. He is up 10lt> 
tor that yet won so wen mat d would not be surpdsJng to see Nm go cto6e again. 
Selection: UNGUIDED MISSILE. 

Tnl BONUSPRJNT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) 

-“*1 £12000 added 2m SfPentfty Value £8^47 ^ 

1 1F1231 IBB0TS IDITO [21) iCiOdisas ftaevig Q4J J Wise b 11 10 A P McCoy 

2 57410P-1 FALMOUIH BAY uames Mononj S Sneruooa 6 11 6 JOTOme 

3 lF Iirf 80 BAUBIK (14) iMrs B J LMeortl 1 0"5iee 6 11 6 MARtZgtrald 

4 62/Mcy miner |644)DHAnnaagc<iAGFosar8U6 PMde 

5 0043TF FSQ9IN00D (9) (Peter Tapln] M Channen 7 11 6 AThevnton 

6 003121- STMEUJ0NF«tWAYp32) Cl lUm Estofil LWi DMCktofi U b _.JJ Wnun 

7 4131-11 THEGRETMOMtllfi) lAuan OUnGfbcfaas 7 116 RDuromdjr 

8 64JMS F02CROVE QO) IMis C W Mtwiewi) R Pn* 9 U 1 J&ssEJ Jones 

-fidadared- 

BET71NB: 94 Ike firey Meek, 4-1 St Metoon Fakway, 9-2 Uniatfs lotto. 6-1 FaUnoodi Bay. 
7-1 fie Pnfctlc, B-l PeatSMOd, 25-1 rat Toby. 33-1 otters 
1994: Pasrto 7 11 6 B CWtooooy 100-30 IN rtendosom 7 ran 
PDRM GUIDE 

There are some poternai stars on snw here, none more so than IMEfiREY MONK. He 
is a race, Ng sort and has dene eveiyTNng atetal of haw in two nins over fences the sea- 
son. | ran [>ng wed and comng home easily each time, aided n ratobbr^iened compa- 
ry. The suffer course staid hc4d no foais fw him and he rs ready tor inis sttp-i® in 
gradf. Fabnoiitti Bay rs protutty better than Ns scramwed Taunion win suggests, wtale 
Co BaBatic. having recovered from one pad mistake, came down when chaHenfcng and 
gpng wrt mz ft three to jump at Newbury. Pastewood was a ho gomg fcte a winner when 
fading lour out at Windsor. wNie St Meffion Fairway was a decent nonoe hurdler, but 
mere a nothng litre a proven performer and Undan’s Lotto shotio give The Grey Monti 
aiesL 

Setocttac THE GREY MONh. 

o 4C| LONESOME GLORY HURDLE (CLASS BJ £15000 

added 2m 4f Penalty Value £30060 1 w I 

1 B510-1P JBBilNE NBBBR 04) ID) 0 Htthnsi Mrs J Pnmtfi 6 U 7 BBradtoy 

2 41113-2 nlllY ROAD PS) iQ (D) (BF) Qaov Hamsl D Mchcson 5 11 7 — RDmwdy 

3 410U-1 KKUME ABBOT (14) 01) Hadyuoyn Webbed J Ola 6 114 lOcbeme 

4 42-1313 STWWVBSWANEH. 04 (D) iMrs Vteto M Jeffcmsg C Bme*j £ 1013 -BytteMtoer 

5 0212-54 CALL IIY QUEST 622) (0) CDe>«* D Oeei R ftsmek 5 10 12 A P McCoy 

6 P106-PE. NASHVUE STAR (14) (Rabn Uranewl R Maheb 4 10 9 MARtzgureM 

7 243-150 ROMANCSI (7) (M» Aithert N Twan^tores 4 109 CUemByn 

BEnHft 5-4 Hone Abbot. >1 Patty Road, 7-2 JRter Dm Hbbar, 10-1 Roarow, 16-1 Ctf 

My (toett, Stiaabeny Aflgri. 25-1 NastwOe 9tar 

1994: Fatack 5 10 12 S Curran 15-2 IMSS Jwaueto* S t«*ei 5» i an 

form aura 

Even dwu0i grx*vi conditians were Meal tor KBooe Abbot at Nawbrav on Hannassy 
day, tie sub nwressed «nh h» 2tJ-tengjfi wi He had won ns final race last season by 
a simiar margn and resting condioons m^n not be as essental tor Uks pro^fiJSive ftra- 
der owr inis more sutabte top- Them is no doitot WBone Atsnoi has come a long -way 
sines finshfig btfnnd PUTTY ROAD m the Sun Arrant* Nome KunSe r2m 50 at the Ftes- 
Ikrai m March and mere mutt be a good chance ol Nm lumlng me tables. Even farther 
behind at the Festival were Can My Guest and JHAro The Kfbber. Puny Road, who had 
poted)iy had enougi after a long, hard season, was not able to confirm the term witn 
Cali My Guest at Ainiree and was having res first run since then when splitting Chiefs 
Song and Strawberry tog# mer two miles here 18 days ago. Aped from it bang need- 
ed. the longer tnp wW be much more in nitty Road's tavour and. anyway, there was not 
too much wrong with the form with Chefs Song going on id wot last Saturday's big hand- 
icap nurtie alfiandown. The American horse Lonesome Glory had been an impressive 
twiner at Sandown me day before and he hatf-seter Strawberry Angel also a winner 
in the States, stuped reyty wel behind Putty Road last month. She was pulling m acme 
gOCC wo»t in the ctosng saps and today's eflra ha» a mae gwws her a bene’ chance. 
Sutecbon; PVTTf ROAD. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Horse Racing 

- - Resnlts 
0839 - 111 171 

Conunffltarj 

0839-U1175 


Sowed: B m adiyacm/Heftrlmr 071 485 59b4 
Crib d*rgtd at 3 tip permtecteapJOUK 
49p per ™ d d|) «Lcr ikner. 


FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

089 1 -1 08-1 68 
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Ginola fa s h i o nsMisdreai^ 


Ian Stafford meets 
the Frenchman 
whose skills have 
thrilled St James’ Park 

H e saunters into (he room, 
shrugging bis shoulders in 
apology for his tardiness, 
cigarette dangling from two fingers, 
and a headscarf wrapped tightly 
around his head, hiding all of his 
dark hair except for a minor ex- 
ploskn bursting out of the back and 
down his neck. 

He looks (ike he has just finished 
one of his many modelling assign- 
ments for Ceruti, and before talk- 
ing he spends a couple of minutes, 
browsing through a ma gazin e, 
pausing at a section of photographs 
of Elizabeth Hurley. “Hram he 

mutters approvingly at one photo- 
graph before flicking over the 
page. “Oh no, no. no,” he then 
adds, shaking his head dramatically 
at another pose. 

Even before he opens his mouth 
you do not need to be Maigrei to 
work out that David Ginola is 
French. A Frenchman in Newcas- 
tle, of all places, is a man a long way 
from Paris, and even further from 
his Mediterranean roots in St 
Tropez. But Ginola is smiling. 

In fact, the man seems to be per- 

"You can feel the 
energy and the 
power of the 
crowd behind you. 
The whole 
ambience is crazy’ 

manently smiling. For not even he 
believed that he would have been 
such an instant hit in a team which 
has so far dominated the football 
season. 

“It was a big decision to leave 
Paris and come here," he explains. 
“I was going to leave behind most 
of my family, my Mends, my fife and 
my city. It wxild not have been such 
a dilemma forme if I was going to 
join Milan, or Barcelona, or even 
a London club like Arsenal, bat I 
knew nothing about the dub or the 
north-east of England. 

“Nobody in France could believe 
it I tried to explain to them that I 
chose Newcastle for football rea- 
sons, that it was a big challenge for 
me to try and help a dub, who had 
not won the championship for so 
long, to finish top, and that I 
wasn’t coming here for the weath- 
er or the city.’' 

In fact Ginola was not entirely 
sure himself. In the past four sea- 
sons at Paris St-Gerinain he had 
won medals galore, from a cham- 
pionship. to two French cups and 
a League cup. readied a European 
semi-final three years in succession, 
collected a number of caps, and had 
been voted the 1994 French Play- 
er of the Year. Although Kevin 
Keegan had sent him a video of 
Newcastle’s goals from last season, 
(he £25m signing turned up at St 
James' Park with a great deal of 
questions needing to be answered. 

“I played for the French Under- 
21 side when we beat England 4-3 
in the final of the Ibulon tourna- 
ment," he soys, stroking his chin and 
leaning forward. “Although they 
had players like Gascoigne, Ro- 
castle and Thomas in their side, 
they were very hard and physical, 
and not very technical. 






rare 


great. But when Cantona ' nude 
seine’ trouble, that weryone - at 
home saidhe’sashit Y&udont 
have, respect in Fterc&;Bttt in 
-Newcastle, you’re .recognised as 

ifomefoing great ” ’ * ■ - 


Voa : 'Wth. T this theme 
-:year-rdd. Andrea 


cuddies, it remfoderf ftm of 


else. 


David Ginola reflects on moving to Newcastle ‘for footbaJlreasons,fp help a cfiifi who 


“So when I first came here I 
thought the defenders would kick 
the boD high into the air to the cen- 
tre-forward^ who would then head 
the balL” He mimics the play from 
his seat, kicking his foot high in the 
air, and then watching the “ball" 
slowly descend until he heads it, 
putting on a bored express i on to 
emphasise his point “It didn’t put 
me off, though, because 1 wanted 
to bring my idea of how the game 
should be played, my inner dream 
of football, to England.” 

Instead, and this is mightily re- 
I freshing to hear, Ginola discov- 
ered that his presumption had 
been wide of the mark. 

“I made a big mistake. It’s all 
changed in foe last couple of years. 
I think Newcastle, Liverpool. 
Leeds, in fact many of the Pre- 
miership dubs, now play a differ- 
ent game to foe English game we 
arc all used to from elsewhere in 
Europe. 

“It used to be enough just to be 
physical and strong, but now the 
English have become much more 
technical. As a result, they pass the 
hall, which is haw l like to play my 
football. I think foe English game 
has learned from foreign players. 
I was very honoured when I read 
an interview with Sir Stanley 


Matthews in a Fkench football 
magazine. He said that be saw dif- 
ferent thing *; on foe pitch when fop-- 
eigneis played mEngland, because; 

foey always bring a nwre technical 
side to foe game, and he made a 
point of mentioning me.” -■ ’*•'• rV . 

Is that not the point, though? 
Have English players really - im-r 
proved, or is it more foe rase Jhat 
players like Ginola, -Hinsmainv 
Bergkamp, Jumnho, ’Gullit .anil , 
foe rest have afi made the Pre- 
miashxp appear to beoutsfondhig? 

“No, no, this is not , true,” hei\ 
protests. “I playwith people Eke lif- 
ter Beardsley, Robert Lec>Les Fer- 
dinand and Which Barton every 
day, and they are all different class 
players. They all understand foat 
foe difference is not With their 
strength, but whai they can do with ’ 
the ban.” 

Well, this is all very encouraging 
to hear, but if only makes our dis- 
appointing show in the European 
dub competitions this year even 
harder to fathom. Ginola, howev- 
er, has a theory about this. . - 

“I think the problem s ub longer 
about foe ball, or foelackof skill," - 
the 28-year-old winger argues, 
stroking foat Gallic dun. before jab- 
bing a finger into his forehead. “No. 

I think it is in the head. Ifea years 
ago English clubs were mentally - 


stronger thas they are now. Dur- 
-ingthis time the more’ skilful Eu- 
ropeansfcave beaten them, and now 
there ismuch doubt in the English 
.'game. When they face a big Euro- 
pean name, theyfear them. I know 
chat when T pay against a good 
tam l*lwavs rented them, birtl 
never fi^.thenL”'-:- V 
JQhafe 

fc^ aboat Newcastle these days, 
thougforidingbi^jn foe Pre- 
nneishipand fot Coca-Cola Cup, - 
andfeedingfoedCep hnngerofa 
passionate following which has 


“Iremcniber at tfcbegmnuigpf 
foe season. when I wentfor a walk 
in a streetwithlvesFerdmaad,” he 

_to askto^o^bisamogr^li, bur 
nobody wantedmine. They all 
tbought l was just a friend of his. 
'Now it's comp letely different, and 
there are times when I wish it had 

St ^u^^sgood thmsOmany peo- 
ple five here for foe'dub. There's 
not much else to do round hoe for 
mimy of them, so foe dub bas be- 
come foe most important thmgfor 
them. Whenyou. jplay at St James’ 
Park, youcan feel foe eaergy and 
tbepewer of the crowd behind you:. 

The whete ambience is craay. In 
France, only a small section of foe 


?te;sakL for foywife, : 
becau* sbehaa no friends yet^aad 
foe phone 

'Vtp fijjsadabaclpk Paris! Sheooeaa’t 


, , , goandtraint^; 

V hbqsein foe sc^fo oFE^^^md. . 
when that is fofished ^ wffl five 
therefor finer months eatSyehr. I 

drink then :shew21 i be/bappy to . 
cometo'Newrastie.” '. ! ; 

■ - Be then < hanges foe foc e to an 

upbeat . 

always laughing and jpiasgto- 
' gelher. and Kevin Keeganbas told 
—me that; they ail IS? km* not the’ ... 

‘inFrancealotof 
people say Ginola 
should play, like 
they dp in England 
, about FehJinand .v ; 
and be Ussier’ 

player. bat the mm inside- Tam not 1 
aborettenior ^«it,bai one offoe - 
! i -vayjxappy to hear . 

. 4. > V -■' = / 

v . Andrea is desperateto go to the 
tdaet, sothere isjust time to raise 
foe OBcra^Driantevefied atGmo- 
lam sfone%afftds--foc : 3<fonny 
Forngo er always diresaccusation. 

.... _ -He answers by fcfijr^npliE trouser 

tor so tonjjf Ffoofograph: Rcfoeftildfem k^s to reveal a criterion of cuts, , : 
. 5 " foesaaie ; 

stand wfil shout There is nosinn- ’ Mattbev^ha^a^said foatTa^ ^ . aft'ercveiy feiadi,The- said," . 
btrity at aff.” . \ ' 

• : Neifoer,SQ rtseeeB,istfaere any French a Citoile . 

s imHarit y in foe attitude towardaGS- , , thorn, non? ft fifoesaroe wifo ^vefosset eff ^rfouraigme. They 

sola, arguably one of tlo! most en- learn. We ^Onid h^ be iQ foe . keep mnnmg 

tertohung and skflful pl^ms in' tetoi; butdyimEP^^fosagrees. vpasttbcrh, and Somgtimes,vfoen - 
Europe, who finds himrefo along , 7 Tl b foe Eufope^Cfcamp^ : 

wrtfra eertam Eric Cantona,odtc^~ orish^ps.thiss^tQ^ Mdtbe Wb^ vikfane dowm^a JCn- 

theF^eddiifrtenmtkmal safe; -r ' Cnp is oniytwoy& a^a w^. sF my jtvy tnak&g a "the 

HeftstmsiA^nota^p^--,emB ■ ppfc' : : 
femfor hah. “I don’t gohqrnetfod : f Fraruse> I foi^Rfi^'tofo^hismoiitefr : V .. 

cry In front of my son about^^hp :' d twear on '• fiig sbpotS'and catwalk 5tnits are ; . ; 

mift But then he fomches intdfoe ; ‘ uy |»esfltyx, iinyfemg trfgtv by.^Tcvdy do foat : 
mystery of his omisskjn. “In-Hance^ iryoouiaiy.^r^v'l/^^r ?r . r: f ; ! ^becffl^CdE^^affica%a:^ine, ' • 
a. lot of peopte say foai Dinoia 7'but-I am abw y s j us t afoofoaBer," . 

^hotddp^, just like foeydo in Bog- . . fo m^lfoeraKaagen ^'xfiEfer-cfie.i^Fe&’Ar^^ I saw apho- ". . 
land about Ferdinand afid te .^CBtiy: G&^lannbmbe^ ' fo-c^ra-fafoicm ^lbbt vrith Kern : . 

tlssieii r; b^Ote' p f etcn^Bg -frj . Keegan in TiKbl®»; sp he is foe* 

-“I think in the future I wiD play ^ someoneC “N^ tfim^ he add^ sacnei”. . j.; 

agsds for JFrmice, but I don’t uir: 7”^nttg^Kf Kxjri 0 gin his %at *F V ITeHIfottfoatltismanager onde 

If leonfome to ptayfike made a pqpreoifd In foe 1970s, 
'ewcasfiewmnTx^fois^i^^ndiiingabom^ 


mlove. i .“Non, 


says. 


ag/ xi u nil ji ioubc, iuuui uu: pcuig? i 

derstand why he [the manager r wasjc 
Ainrf JacquetJ Xvpn’t pidc foe." lam,; 

Maybe he has a perioral problem ’• ’ year, 

wath nm r Itis not astbonghl aun -mefr . . . .. . 

forgotten, over here. On foe con^^ not be nOrm^t^ f . ' VHje burite out bu^img. “I will ask 

traiy, I have a better iraagebeCanse- ; ' He bdfevesr his fobek has tBen ': him to si^it to me tomocrOw: n 
Newcastle are doing so Wd^Tref because of ^ he moveto E n^ a nd - Vl i^with foaihe leap^im, 
not, it seems, with the xnanager. “The Breach people- xesgect - 7 dittdfoifo to hnnsel!^ an df a k es his •, 

by tl». 

After Frame plzg«i Israel last when rrobackht»iiein Frease.It’s -haBd. “What wastheiameof the 
/Vmonth foe JsraeH manager saki : the samerwifo Camtorfoi H<fs been -iong, agam^.he asks.. He leaves, 
bow he ccraldift believe foat Iwas.^ ■- .reobgafeed^as playac, ^^re^ratn^it.tolrimsifoL^^ . 

imt in foe French team. People fike 'only siuce he lefi France. You get the fedingthat if any- 

Johan Cruyff (who tried to 4gU him . Rraki mentality. Wien you’re ^one t^n g^nway wtthnsking Kevjn 
for Barcelona)^ Kevin . Keegan,: .fom^sanething gpoefe and^ ff&ig S Kosgfo fo give a xendMon'of foat 
Franz Bedcenbauer and Str Stan- . a gc^ injage fo yonr «foritry ' — J 


Christie 
looks past 
Arbroath 

SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


Second Division Slenhouse- 
muir take on Arhroaih in the 
first round of the Tennent's 
Scottish Cup today hoping to 
embark upon another cam- 
paign of gianlkOIing. 

A year ago they knocked 
out Aberdeen and St John- 
stone on their way to foe quar- 
ter-finals. And this season have 

already won the Challenge Cup. 
However, as their manager. 
Terry Christie, recognises last 
year’s success puts pressure on 
them. “But we arc looking for- 
ward to the competition and 
hope to create a good impres- 
sion.’* he said. 

Although at full-strength, 
Steohoustfinuir hare a difficult 
opener, /ybroath how strength- 
ened l heir squad from last year 
with John Crawford, Sieve ^ 'Flo- 
rence and Sieve McCormick. 

Glasgow University and 
Spartans, have fought through 
qualifying sections to reach this 
stage. The Spartans manager, 
Sam Lynch, said: “Both of us 
want to progress and meet East 
Fife in foe next round." 

Stranraer wail on the fitness 
of Steve Kerrigan and Danen 
Henderson as they meet Third 
Division leaders Livingston, 
who will be without their Bar- 
badian keeper Horace Stout 

Albion's game against 
Deveronvale is postponed be- 
cause of a frozen pitch. 


Forest confronted by the Klinsmann factor 


PHIL SHAW 


Immovable object meets irre- 
sistible force in the struggle for 
a place in the last, four of foe 
Uefa Cup next year, yesterday’s 
quarter-final draw having pitted 
Nottingham Forest’s unyielding 
defence against Jurgen Klins- 
mann and the free-scoring Bay- 
ern Munich attack. 

Forest, Britain's sole survivors 
in Europe, have not conceded a 
goal in five matches since losing 


2-1 in Mahno in September. Bay- 
ern, in contrast, have advanced 
on the strength of Klinsmann’s 
striking prowess. The former^ Tbt- 
tenham player, for whom the seo- 
ond leg next Match will be his 
first appearance in England 
since he left in May, has already 
i’s 


competition, including scoring 
twice in Bayern's away legs 
against Benfica, Raifo Ravers 
and Lokomotiv Moscow. 

He had netted four times m the 
first leg against Benfica in foe 


Olympic stadium, foe Munich 
venue which also holds inspira- 
tional memories for Forest In 
1979, with current manager 
Bank Clark at left-back, they 
beat Malmo there to win foe Eu- 
ropean Cup. Ernest have won foe 
av^leg of every tie against Ger- 
man opposition, as well as over- 
coming Hamburg in Madrid to 
retain foe premier prize in 1980. 

Oaxk now finds himself in a 
battle of wits with Franz Beck- 
enbauer, Bayern’s technical di- 
rector, and Otto Rehbagel, foe 


former Werdex Bremen coach. 
Second in foe BundesUga, they 
look stronger than when Nor- 
wich knocked them out two sea- 
sons back. In Bavaria, Forest 
wifi be without the suspended 
Colin Cooper, who might well 
have marked the man Clark ac- 
knowledged as both main at- 
traction and chief thfreat. 

“Klinsmann's absolutely 
world-class, and when be came 
to Spurs be surprised a lot of . 
people,” he said. “We’re not 
frightened of him, but Bayern 


are much more than a one-man 
team.” For his part, Klinsmann 
seemed to confuse Forest, 
against whom he failed to score 

last season, with 'Wimbledon. 

“They play the old British 
style with lots of high crosses 
into the box,” he said. “They’ll 
be a tough nut to crack.” 

Elsewhere in the Uefa Cun, 
Barcelona collide with PSV 
Eindhoven, conquerors of Leeds. 
Bordeaux, who survived while 
Monaco, Auxerre and Lyon fell 
to En g lish dubs, tackle MDan. 


The Cup-Wtnners' Cup draw 
paired foe holders, Zaragoza, 
with then felkw Spaniards, De- 
La Coruna. 

; Ibrox Stadium is 
under consideration as venue 
for the Cup-Winners’ Cup final 
on 8 May, with the European 
Cup final likely to be in Rome. 


If Mick McCarthy is English just because he was bom here 
then Cliff Richard is Indian and the Duke of Wellington Irish 


We’ve had some great mo- 
ments in the last few years fol- 
lowing foe boys in green. Think 
of David O’Leary’s spot-kick 
a gninsr Romania in fituia VO or 
Ray Houghton’s winning goals 
agiunst England in Euro 38 and 
Italy ai USA V4. What do 
these players have in com- 
mon? Welt neither was bom in 
Ireland. "You’re really only 
England B,” I was told by the 
bloke in the pub last summer. 
"I’ve got an Irish Wolfhound; 
does foat make me eligible to 
play for Ireland?” he asked, un- 
der the illusion foat I hadn’t 
heard the joke S3 times before. 

Walk into any pub in Shep- 
herd’s Bush on Wednesday 
and, when Tony Cascarino miss- 
es his first sitter of the evening, 
for every shout of “Jayzus, what 


a gqbshite,” you’ll hear two of 
“wha’ a tossah”. Try telling any 
of the blokes with London ac- 
cents that they’re not Irish in 
spite of the green jerseys and 
youH get pretty short shrift, liy 
telling them foat foe British- 
born children of Irish immi- 
grants shouldn’t be playing for 
Ireland and you’ll get foe same 
reaction. 

It is true that Ireland uses 
parental qualification Tides for 
players more than most (or 
even all) other countries. Ire- 
land has been haemorrhaging 
people for ISO years and of all 
foe people theoretically qual- 
ified to play for Ireland only a 
fraction is Irish by birth. I 
don’t see why Alan Kelly, for 
example, should not play for 
Ireland just because his dad. 
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Republic of Ireland 

GERARD HASSETT 


also an Irish international, had 
to move to Preston to get paid 
for playing footbalL 
Anyway, think of all the 
players -we could have picked 
but didn’t Would Arg entin a 
have won foe Wforid Cup in 
1986 if we had not generously 
overlooked foe sweeper Jorge 
Brown’s Irish grandmother? 
Possibly not, but since EM of- 
ficials had famously scoured a 
Wicklow graveyard at midnigh t 
to find foe gravestone of Mark 


Lawreoson’s granny so foat he 
could play for us it would have 
been a bit greedy to go for Jorge 
merely as a back-up. See how 
restrained we can be. 

It is not even as if wa are alone 
in this. A certain country hot a 
minimi milns from here wenttO 
foe 1990 World Cup with Teny 
Bmcher.TbnyDor^o and John 
Barnes, who were bom in Sin- 
gapore, Australia and Jamaica 
respectivdy. Bobby Robson^ was 
■even reported as trying to per- 


suade foe South Afncart-bom 
Roy Wegerle to join up as weD. 
If only he had succeeded then 
he could have gone to the 1990 
WwW Cop with a team made of 
players from every continent on 
Earth except America. Not that 
Iwant to pomt the fh^er at any- 
one. 

Of course Ireland uses the 
fact that half foe world has an 
Irish granny to gather as many 
good players as possible for our 
team, England uses the feet that 
it has a wealthy Premier 
League. I don’t see much of a 
difference. 

It is not where you’re born 
but how you feel that gives you - 
youx nationality. If Mick Mc- 
Carthy is Engiirii just because 
be was born here then Cliff 
Richard is Indian and the Duke 


of Wellington was Irish. But as 
the Duke himself said, if you’re 
bora in a stable does It make 
you a horse? 

As for Wednesday, ?!! be 
back in the pub watching on 
satellite even though the game 
is on terrestrial TV for once. 
Even Chariton Athletic get on 
telly here more often than 
Charlton’s Ireland and rm not 
abandoning the craze in the lo- 
cal for the novelty of watching* 
from foe sofa. I know we will 
be going for all-out attack and 
a high-scoring win - once we 
get to foe penalty shoot-out 
that is. But, if it aD goes wrong 
and Aran Winter should score 
against us at Airfield, I hope I 
won’t be alone in appreciating 
the irony of iL water was 
born in Surinam. 


women fly 
the flag 


UZSEARL 


Matcotr * Rapid Vlema; Parma 

v Parts St-Gflonaki; DaponiM} la Coorfla vRaal 
Z flrag oa ; BoruasB MO n chen j ^aaacft » Fcyyio- 
tx± (Tins » Its played ? 13 MoroU 

UEm<M>qoaatar4lnal *mk Batatas v PSV 
Slam Rape v ftomr Mian v Bor- 
OMUC M vNooMwn Fwea. ata 

a be phyed 5 and 19 


It is not often that Graham Kel 
ly, chief executive of the Foot 
ball Association, astonishes the 
world of football, but toctaj 
will be the exception. 

For at 4pm, foe FA’s contri 
button to a 24-hour round-the- 
world football extravaganza wflj 
kick off at Highbury, but foe 
players It has chosen to repre- 
sent England will be women. 

“The Day the World Flayec 
Football” is part of foe United 
Nations' 50m anniversary cel- 
ebrations. ALE national associ- 
ations belonging to FIfa were 
invited to designate matches in 
each of the 24 time zones to cre- 
ate a 24-hour ribbon of football 
matches occurring simultane- 
ously around the world. 

Most matches will be men- 
onfy games, but, Kelly nomi- 
nated an Arsenal versus 
Liverpool women’s match to 
emphasise the FA's commit- 
ment to the development of 
women’s football, which it took 
over from foe Women’s -Foot- 
ball Association two years ago. 

“The women's game is ex- 
periencing strong growth in 
England, as seen by the per- 
formance of our international 
team in reaching the quarter fi- 
nals of this summer’s Women’s 
World Cup, and I am sure that 
the two teams will provide an 
entertaining spectacle to match 
foe occasion,” Kelly said. 










Phil Shaw previews a crucial weekend 
for some key figures in the Premiership 
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that be is the best five-a-side 
player at Coventry, even at 56. 
if true, it may explain why his 
team go into today’s match 
against Blackburn as the Pre- 
miership’s bottom club. . 

Like Aston Villa in his final 
months there, Coventry have 
forgotten bow to win. There are 
lies, damned lies and football 
statistics, but whichever way 
Atkinson’s recent record is ex- 
amined. it does not augur well 
for the Sky Blues’ prospects of 
seeing in what would be a re- 
30th suocesave season 
in the top division. 

His troubles began soon af- 
ter Villa reached the Coca- 
Cola Cup final last year. Out of 
55 League matches since then 

- a sequence interrupted by his- 
sacking at Villa - Atkinson has 
presided over 3 J defeats and just 
10 victories. Coventry’s most re- 
cent win came bade in August 

In the circumstances, a visit 
by the resurgent champions is 
not a fixture he would have cho- 
sen. Blackburn arrive hot from 
a 4-1 win in the European Cup 

- witnessed by Atkinson in his 
role as TV pundit - whereas 
Coventry start with 36 goals in 
their “against" column. 

When Alan Shearer and Mike 
Newell score hat-tricks, as they 
have in the past week, they end 
up on the winning side. Dion 
Dublin’s treble at Sheffield 
Wednesday on Monday, which 
gave the Coven try the lead three 
times inn 4-3 reverse, meant he 
had hit seven goals in six games 
without that satisfaction. 

Coventry revealed this week 
that they are £9m in debt ’and 
paying £8,000 a week in inter- 
est charges. Atkinson was still 
able 'to contemplate sighing 
Crystal Palace's Chris Cole- 


man lor a chib record £25m yes- 
terday, but had to settle for bor- 
rowing Chris Whyte, 34, from 
Birmingham for a month. 

At the other end of the 
table, Newcastle plav at 
Chelsea hoping that the 3-3 
scrape at Wimbledon does not 
herald another dismal De- 
cember. This month last year 
they won only one in five to 
scupper their title challenge, 
and they should find Chelsea 
fortified by a draw at Man- 
chester United as well as a sea- 
sonal outbreak of goodwill 
between Matthew Harding and 
the suitably hirsute Ken Bates. 

Manchester United have an- 
other home match j against 
Sheffield Wednesday, in which 
to rediscover their rhythm, 
though for once City are the 
city's form side. Having taken 
13 points out of 15, Alan BaH’s 
team meet Middlesbrough in a 
contest likely to turn on the 
wiles of two pocket dynamos, 
Juninbo and Georgi Kinkladze. 

Bolton are in the relegation 
zone and Liverpool in the up- 
per reaches, yet defeat for the 
visitors at Bumden Park would 
plunge Anfidd into the greater 
crisis. Seven games without a 
win means, by their own stan- 
dards, that Liverpool are in one 
already. Scott Sellars makes 
his Bolton debut after signing 
from Newcastle, while Roy 
Evans gives a first appearance 
of the season to Nigel Gough. 

Meanwhile, Villa, where an 
alleged surfeit of veterans con- 
tributed to Atkinson’s demise, 
expect to field one of the 
youngest sides in their history 
at Nottingham Forest tomor- 
row. Brian Little’s team is like- 
ly to have an average age of 23, 
with lan Taylor, 27, closest to 
collecting hk bus-pass. 


" Hauge threatened by 
permanent Fifa ban 


ALAN NIXON 


Rune Hauge, the Norwegian 
agent at the centre of the 
“bung" dispute which cost 
George Graham his job at Ar- 
senal, is facing a complete ban 
and loss of his licence from Fifa, 
world football's governing body, 
on Monday. 

Hauge will be questioned 
about his involvement in the 
Lairs Bohinen transfer from 
Nottingham Forest to Blackburn 
Rovers and the move of Ponlus i 
Kamark to Leicester City from 
Swedish dub Gothenburg. 

Fifa’s control committee will 
decide on the penalty at aspe~ 
dal meeting in Plans on Monday 
and informed sources revealed 
that Hauge, who is already sus- 
pended for one year, will have 
his licence revoked completely 
- their ul tima te punishment. 

Officials at Fifa have inves- 
tigated the Bohinen and Kar- 
raark transfers and feel there is 
sufficient evidence to suggest 
Hauge was involved, although 
the deals Were officially carried 
out by a licensed Danish agent, 
Frank Mathiesen. 

Bristol City have launched an 
urgent appeal for a major backer 
to help keep them in business. 
They made a loss of nearly 
£8(10,000 when relegated from 
the First Division last season and 


have been losing about £10,000 
a week since. Directors are de- 
ading whether to seek support 
fora share issue 

Janue-Redknapp, the Liver- 
pool midfield prayer, will be 
withdrawn from the England 
squad for next Tuesday’s in- 
ter failing a fitness test dti his 
hamstring injury yesterday. 

Manchester City have ended 
their attempts to sign the Span- 
ish in ternatio nal Thomas Chris' 
tiansen. The dub first tried to 
sign the player nearly a month 
ago but talks, foundered on 
Christiansen's wage demands. 
The talks were reopened, but 
now City have lost patience and 
decided against the move. 
t Morten Wieghorst, the Dan- 
ish international utility player, 
has joined Celtic from Dundee, 
who receive £500,000 plus the 
defender Barry Smith. 

Dimean Ferguson, whose 12- 
match ban was lifted at least tem- 
porarily this week, w01 be in the 
Everton squad for Monday’s 
Premiership game against West 
Ham. Fblkwrag the Scot's two- 
goal performance in a reserve 
game against Newcastle on 
Thursday night, Joe Rqyl&, the 
Even on manager, said yester- 
day: “We now know Duncan is 
ready to come in in an emer- 
gency and I have pencilled him 
into the squad." 


Team news 


■ Botton v Liverpool -7‘ ' 
Setters makes his Boton debut fotawg' 
£750,000 mow from Newcastle to re- 
ptace 'Thompson, who. starts a three;, 
match suspension. Skipper Patterapn 
returns after fa^Liwiffoot could gfe . 
Ctoilgn and Nonwgan ntematnrw 
Bpmebye outing* as Liverpool a®; 
their first wn in eight : 

fcnapp (hamstring) is ruled out tosh to 
P at A McAieer and Kennedy are on fp- 
tema&onal duty 

Cbdsea v Newcastle . 

s±ssssssae& 

move from Manchester- Ct» hut Outfit ■ 


l is suspended. Newcastle expect tot* 
undianged. 

Coventry v Blackburn 

Coventry five new defender Why® b . 
debut as wtffiams and Shaw are su? 
pended. Btacwwm's fullback t«nre 
is on international duty so Lb Sam s 
bade Bohineh and Batty arearoto- 
squad along with McKHay feffionaid 
new Swedish striker Gudmundsscn. 

- Leeds v WWNedon 

Pemberton « expect^ 

Leeds defence as «p!acenwrtforl»- 

iy who is requted by fr* RepuMcor 

Ireland. Speed { anktel.r nayrehJh^ 
j midfield. Fold 

1 renn ropayttfitoninf* reSnS-fiK 


! centre-back has a' tack. Injury so 
Ra^ues-fe polsed to deputise- . 

Manchester UW v Sheffield _Wad 

Republic * Ire's** ** “5 

of United Side missing Sdinferi^and 
Pattsasr (Mimes) ph* Butt andKsane 
(suspension). Giggs- way return. 
Wextnesdaydefw^^ 


' dSsflteli^»»tiBCturBCif a toe. There 
• Tnay^50t>ea:rt*tsn for Republic of 
‘ tretend intomaaonal SbertSan after & 

: foepirijtty^ ^»ri^m8n^s» , .Chailtonlws 
. gfenJflTi pewnfeton to. play. 

. NBddtestorougV v. Menchestef City 
'Mfldfe&oO^rfelfander Whyte (groin 
■andatBiTBchlrekiOTs after saen-ingteh 

: v^"^artsattrw:rr^^han.av«h 

. withdjAkjui^'OerianilQr Et&iB arid mid-- 
'mj5pgr^m.Pi^(BQnMn*teti6deb 

buta^WsinaueflumB^tet Ctoofes: 
is added.® squat: 

SonHtamptoav Arsenal 
Saftife have. Stnter WMaav and rnid- 
fietdare MaM&db and fleaney ctad- 
lengngfcr (faces: vtenen,. Oaten, ar# 
Bennett are tte menunder threat, fit- ■ 
sens) will be. without fe^.aiid 
Heider but heown returns. .to the 
sqted after injury • : • 

Tbttenhara v QPR V 
CampbeX fcsettb atitth tortg*asek 
far •pstanham In’pteoe tf suspended; 

. leyandflallanfipearheediieteriaars 
pnacfcasPic/BO Starts a tfraa-mach 
defender toady is also savlng a- 

one-match suspension so Bartsteyor. : 
Madddt may be recalled. , . : 

; T0M08RQW. 

coujd return ter the Forest attaoc Rw. 
B ^‘recc^feftnglhyn an ojwatox V%. 
ta^wimout th^Wshtito of McGrath, 
Staurtan ^ Tbwreeod, 

- fielder Tiyfor^Jamaring) vflltie fitto. 


Backhand complement: Yevgeny Kafelnikov drives past Jacco Eltingh in the Grand Slam Cup in Munich yesterday Photograph: Reuter 

Kafelnikov keeps huge prize in his sights 


Tennis 


I There will be a new champion 
at the Grand Slam Cup to 
claim the biggest cash prize in 
tennis. The semi-final line-up 
emerged yesterday when Yevge- 
ny Kafelnikov rallied to beat 
Jacco Eltingh 3-6, 6-3. 6-2 and 
he will face Goran Ivanisevic. 
Kafelnikov and the other semi- 
finalists are guaranteed 
S43L250 (£287,500) while the 
winner of the tournament mil 
collect Si. 625m (£1.083m). 


Byrd has 
a point 
to prove 

Basketball 

DUNCAN HOOPER 


A 16-year career has not left Al- 
ton Byrd with much to prove, 
but he still intends taking every 
opportunity to embarrass the 
Budweiser League. 

His next chance comes 
tonight when Byrd puts his Ra- 
dio Five American sports show 
into the background to come 
out of retirement again and lead 
Crystal Palace against the Don- 
caster Panthers in Lhe Nation- 
al Cup quarter-finals. 

Palace are stiD smarting from 
being rejected by the Budweis- 
er League for the" current season, 
despite winning the First Division 
championship last spring. Palace 
are top of that competition again 
following an impressive win last 
weekend at their dosesi chal- 
lenges, Coventry Crusaders. 

“That was our best perfor- 
mance of lhe season" Byrd said, 
“but tonight is our biggest game 
of the season. We’ve tried to play 
friendlies against Budweiser 
dubs tins season, but none of 
them seem to want to take the 
risk. Tboight is our big chance to 
show where we should be." 

Palace have seven players with 
Budweiser experience and will be 

able to add their second foreign 
player, the 6ft 9in Canadian 
Eric Johnson. First Division 
games allow only one foreigner 
- a slot Palace usually fill with the 
Nigerian Soioman Ayinla. 

The tie of the round, though, 
could be London Towers visit to 
Derby Storm. The holders, 
Sheffield Sharks, are at home 
to Chester Jets tomorrow while 
inconsistent Thames Valiev 
Tigers visit another First Divi- 
sion dub. Ware Rebels, tonighL 


In the second semi-final to- 
day, Boris Becker plays Todd 
Martin, who also reached this 
stage last year. None of the four 
semi -finalists has won the rich- 
est tournament in the world, 
which offers prize-money of 
S6m (£4tri) to 16 participants 
with the best records from the 
four Grand Slam events In a 
year - the Australian, French 
and US Opens, and Wimble- 
don. 

Ivanisevic reached the last 
four for the third time in his ca- 
reer on a walkover when the 


world Nol . Pete Sampras, with- 
drew on Thursday with an in- 
flamed knee. Sampras, who won 
the inaugural tournament in 
1990. had" been the only former 
champion still in contention. 

With the departure of Sam- 
pras, Becker is the highest- 
ranked semi-finalist, and (he 
German seems favourite to Lake 
the title. Already one of the most 
successful players on indoor 
surfaces, the No 4 ranked Beck- 
er has recovered his winning 
touch in recent weeks. He won 
the ATP World Championship 


in Frankfurt last month and has 
looked impressive on the fast sur- 
face in Munich's Olympic Hal!. 

“I usually had my best per- 
formances in Frankfurt the last 
couple of years - reaching the 

final last year, winning it Three 
years ago. winning it again a 
couple of weeks ago. It's the first 
lime I kept my form over the 
two-week lime off I had be- 
tween Frankfurt and Munich," 
Becker said. ~ l guess it 's because 
of my serve. 1 don't remember 
ever serving like I've been do- 
ing the last three to four weeks." 


Byron Black fell its force in 
lhe quarter-finals when he was 
struck by 17 Becker aces. "1 fed 
like on both serves I'm able to 
hit aces on all four comers, and 
that's very helpful. Jt puts the 
other guy under a lot of pres- 
sure,” Becker said. 

He said Munich's attitude 
makes the balls travel faster and 
gives him an advantage, while 
other players might be having 
problems adjusting to the con- 
ditions. "1 lhe here. 1 practice 
every day here, so I'm used to 
that kind of playing." 


Great Britain's two Tests in 
Brussels this weekend against 
Belgium, at the start of" their 
rapid build-up programme for 
next month's lough Olympic 
qualifying tournament in 
Barcelona arc going to he chal- 
lenging for all concerned and in 
particular for Howard Hoskin 
and John Shaw - fighting for the 
remaining place in the squad. 

For the coach. David Whitak- 
er. the decision is nut easy. Does 
he go for Southgate's experi- 
enced Shaw with 194 interna- 
tional appearances behind him 
or for Reading's exciting, ag- 
gressive Hoskin with just two re- 
cent caps against Argentina - / 
The object in Barcelona is to 
avoid the bottom three places in 
the eight nations round-robin. 
That will ensure a ticket to At- 
lanta and Shaw is likely to get the 
nod. But for the Olympics, 
where the first three places are 
those that really matter. Hoskin 
looks the stronger beL 
Julian Halls, who missed the 
recent games against Argenti- 
na following n double hernia op- 
e ration, made a successful 
return to his club Old Lough lo- 
nians last weekend and is back 
in the international frame. With 
his World Cup full-back col- 
league. PhD McGuire, on the in- 
jury lisL the hard- tackling Halls 
can be expected to line up wHth 
either Reading's Jon Wyatt or 
Southgate's Soma Singh along- 
side him. Teddington’s Jason 
Laslett has been appointed cap- 
lain for the two names. 

GREAT BRITAIN SQUAD |v Begum, Bn»- 
sels, today and tomorrow) from: S Mason. 
M Hosidn. J Wyatt tail Reading). D Luches 
(East Gfireieaflj. J Hals. N Thompson (bom 
Otd LuL&iwnensj. J Laslett (Tedfrgon. capu. 
Soma Singh, i Shaw [boih Scutt^iei. S Ha- 
ggtt, G Forthwn. R Tho mp son lafi Hounskwl, 
D Hal iGuttfomi. R Garda >P*i BafttJonal. 
C dies (Havant). C Mayer, Kofeir TaUter 
(both Cannock) 


Wigan poised for cup progress Ig," 0 ^" 1 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FI ELD 

Widnes versus Wigan in a cup 
tie still carries echoes of an era, 
not all that long ago. when the 
former were the masters of 
knock-out rugby and the latter 
the upstart pretenders. 

The balance of power has 
swung now to an extent where 
it would be a massive upset if 
Widnes were to win at 
Naughton Park in the Regal 
Trophy this afternoon. 

The Chernies surrendered 
an eight-month unbeaten home 
record to Fealherstone last 
week and they are without the 
injured David Ruane and Andy 
Collier today, as well as Adri- 
an Hadley, who has “resigned" 
from the club. 


Wigan are without England's 
World Cup full-back. Kris 
Radlinski, with Jason Robinson 
moving from the wing and Rob 
Smythe, 18. coming in. but the 
odds are heavily on them con- 
tinuing a run of winning on then- 
last six visits. • 

St Helens will nol be too wor- 
ried about facing Halifax with 
Dannv Arnold at full-back, in 
place" of the injured Steve 
PrescotL Arnold, 19, impressed 
after coming on as a substitute 
against Workington last week 
and is poised to start a first team 
match for the first time. 

Their new signing. Paul 
NewJovc, is cup-tied for ibis 
round, but Scott Gibbs returns 
from injury and Vila Malautia 
from suspension to make Saints 
look a solid bet for the semis. 
Wirrington have a long injury 


list which is delating final se- 
lection, but should still be good 
enough to beat Rochdale. 

Greg Mackey, Warrington’s 
veteran scrum-half, is wanted by 
Paris to spearhead their Super 
League campaign. Paris have 
targeted the Australian as plav- 
er-coach after failing to per- 
suade Oldham's coach. Andy 
Goodwav. to leave Watershed- 
dings. Mackey, set to return 
Down Under "next week after 
four years with Warrington, 
said: “1 have been asked to ap- 
ply for the job and would be 
tempted by the challenge.'' 

Defeat for Rochdale would 
leave Leeds bidding to become 
Yorkshire's one representative 
in the semi-finals, provided they 
do nothing slack or silly against 
Second Division Carlisle. 

Leeds have Kerin fro back 


and Nick Fomrd in contention, 
but arc still without Garry Scho- 
field. Carlisle could give a rapid 
debut to Richard Hcnare. fmm 
Hawkes Bay Unicorns, recom- 
mended to Them by their former 
coach Cameron Bell - father of 
Leeds's Dean. 

Henare. a wing or centre 
with a prolific uy-*coring record 
in New Zealand, will have a run 
with the Alliance team today 
and could come straight into the 
first team tomorrow. 

Another Kiwi, the stand-off, 
lane Munihcra. should be fit af- 
ter missing Carlisle’s defeat - 
their Grsl in 13 matches - at 
Bramley last week. 

Oldham's lan Sherrau will be 
out until the new year with a 
five-match suspension for el- 
bowing an opponent's head at 
Odsal last week. 


Tick spells trouble for Olympics 


Equestrianism 


For animals seemingly made for 
travel, horses may have trouble 
getting to the Atlanta Olympics 
next summer. 

Officials of the Atlanta 
Games, the International Eques- 
trian Federation and the Euro- 
pean Union met yesterday to 
reconcile the fears of the Amer- 
ican stale of Georgia, of which 
Atlanta: is the capital. Georgian 
officials are worried about a 
horse epidemic if European 
horses compete in the Games. 

Following yesterday’s fact- 
finding meeting a decision on 
how to cope with the issue 
could be announced in Atlanta 
either late next week or the 
week after, according to an 
American official who attend- 
ed the conference. 

"It has been a productive 


meeting. We heard all of the 
concerns and there could be a 
final derision in a week." said 
the official, who requested 
anonymity. He refused to pro- 
vide details. 

The decision cou/d have a 
major impact on the Olympic 
equestrian events next Summer. 
“It’s a very difficult issue.” said 
Muriclle Bienza, of the Interna- 
tional Equestrian Federation. 

The problem is equine piro- 
plasmosis - a tick-borne para- 
sitic blood disorder that infects 
a horse and causes fever, 
swelling and. often, death. 
Faenza said some Eurcipean 
horses carry the disease, which 
Georgia has tried to eradicate 
by banning horses found to 
cany iL Some Georgia officials 
oppose lifting the restriction to 
allow horses testing positive 
for the disease compete. 

One alternative, increasingly 


unlikely, is to move e\-enls sched- 
uled for the Georgia Interna- 
tional Horse Park near Conyers 
in suburban .Atlanta from 21 July 
to 4 .Aug next year out of Geor- 
gia. Although’it seems increas- 
ingly unlikely, it was unclear 
whether the competition would 
he moved to another venue 
within the United Slates or out 
of the country entirely. 

International equestrian of- 
ficials point out that excep- 
tions to disease bans have been 
granted in the past and hope a 
similar solution could be found. 

Although the disease used to 
kill horses in the United States, 
it has not been a problem for 
years. An epidemic in Georgia 
in the 196tis forced authorities 
to kill many horses to contain 
the disease. Such (nemories 
force Georgia state officials to 
be especially careful. 

Olympic organisers already 


have streamlined procedures to 
test horses arriving for the 
Games. Tests were conducted 
last summer in Atlanta to make 
sure incoming horses could be 
tested as quickly as possible. 

There have been similar 
problems before. For the 19S4 
Olympics in Los Angeles, a 
tempo ran 1 waiver was approved 
despite the threat of piroplas- 
mosis. But the more humid 
Georgia climate is better suit- 
ed for the ticks that transmit the 
disease, making that alternative 
more problematic. 

At the 1992 Games in 
Barcelona, quarantine prob- 
lems affected the equestrian 
events. Only once before have 
local animal control laws, forced 
the equestrian events out of the 
host country. !n 195ft. Aus- 
tralian laws lorved the compe- 
tition to held in Stockholm. 
Sweden. 


■ If he goes to Wolves I hope 
they get relegated. Steve 
Walsh. Leicester City’s captain, 
is less than happy with Mark 
McGhee's departure. 

■ At a time like this it’s diffi- 
cult to talk about Iqyalty. 
Martin George, the Leicester 
chairman, is stunned by losing 
his manager. 

■ What about that Atherton in- 
nings? WPs it the key to saving 
the day? The ever-incisive 
Charles Col vile, BSkyB pre- 
senter, puts the question to Ray- 
mond Illingworth after Mike 
Atherton batted for 645 minutes 
to save the second Test 

■ This is difficult for a Ybrk- 
shireman to say to a Lancas- 
trian, but that was one of the 
great innings of all time. Wing- 
worth on Atherton. 

■ Atherton's innings was one 
of the great rearguard actions. 
Bob Woobner, the South Africa 
coach, agrees with Illingworth. 

■ Putting South Africa in was 
the wrong decision and I felt I 
probably owed the lads an in- 
nings after that. Atherton in his 
own words. 

■ He batted as if his life 
depended on it Atherton on 
Jack Russell's part. 

■ It's something tee player him- 
self will have to look at because 
it’s happening too many times. 
The Rangers manager, Walter 
Smith, begins to weary of Paul 
Gascoigne after he was sent off 
against Borussia Dortmund. 

■ A few of our players have 
never seen snow before and 
many of them have not expe- 
nenced playing tn 30F. Bryan 
Williams, the Western Samoa 
coach, feels the cold in 
Huddersfield. 

■ Thirty seconds of pain. What 
Buster Mathis Jnr, Mike Tyson's 
next opponent, can expect ac- 
cording to Tyson's sparring 
partner Nate Tubbs. 


Dave Hadfield selects some of the publications dedicated to rugby league that will satisfy the enthusiast 

St George’s fallen dragons and other heroes 


5dmeca gst3 a rare first team oppsv- 
liXiliy. to defence,; 


The major publishing event of 
the game’s centenary year 
should have been Geoffrey 
Moorhouse’S/4 People's Game 
- The Official History of Rugby 
League 7895-1995 (Hodder 
and Stoughton, £20). 

It seemed to have everything 
going for it unparalleled access 
to lhe game’s archives and the 
undivided attention of a writer 
indSspolably out of the Fzxst Di- 
vision. Ana yet ft has fallen un- 
comfortably between two sets 
of goalposts. In was unrealis- 
tic to eroeet a bigger version of 
Alike George -one of the best 
books on the game ever writ- 
ten - although i would happi- 
ly have settled for that 

The trouble with .4 People's 


Game is that although it is pre- 
dictably well-written, it does not 
comain enough of Moor- 
house’s own vision of the game 
to satisfy. Conversely, it is not 
the definitive history of the 
game which is needed. And, for 
£20, we should have had a book 

of coffee-table-bending weight 
like the Australian equivalents, 
considerably more lavishly il- 
lustrated than Ibis one. 

The best rugby league book 
of the year Ls far more speed- 
ier. Never Before, New. Again by 
Larry Writer (MacMillan .Aus- 
tralia, £22.95 from Sports- 
pages). It is not an original idea 
to take a celebrated side and fol- 
low the lives of its players after 
the glory fades. It was applied 


the 1966 England World Cup- 
winning team, for instance, but 
the members of 

the St George 
sides that won 
the Sydney Pre- 
miership every 
year from 1956 
to 1966 - a 
record un- \ 

matched by any- j i' 

one, even Wigan i 

- are made for j i Sr 

the treatment. ; NL’r 

Their suhse- j 

quent fortunes I 

encompass everything from 
wealth and public office to the 
gutter, and Writer draws out all 
the personalities involved in the 
most vivid fashion. There is 


more of the authentic flavour 
of the game here than in a hun- 
dred official 


Books for Christmas 


histories. 

Worthy 
British offer- 
ings include 
'1 Trevor Dc- 
j lanev’s fasci- 
J naling The 
International 
■ GrHumL of 
* >’ Ru&y League 
' (sclf-pub- 

^ I lished. 

— 1 £15.95), Cec 

Thompson's compelling Bom 
on the Wrong Side iPCntland 
Press. £14.991 and an admirable 
history of professional rugby in 
London, Touch and Go by 


Dave Farrar and Peter Lush 
with Michael O'Hare (Lon- 
don League Publications. £9). 

It ha> been a productive year 
in New Zealand too, particu- 
larly for Dean Bell. His Power 
League, with Richard Bechl 
(Aurum, £14.95 ) is a superbly il- 
lustrated guide to the tech- 
niques of the game, while 
Ultimate Warrior, also with 
Bechl (Gollancz. £15.99), is in- 
finitely more revealing than the 
average sports biography - es- 
pecially on the subject of John 
Dorahys turbulent season at 
Wigan. It is a shame it was writ- 
ten loo soon to include Bell's 
own first experience of coach- 
ing at Leeds, which would he 
worth a new chapter in itself. 


One of his players there has 
pul his name to Garry 
Schofield's Rugby League Mas- 
terpieces, with Neil Hanson 
I Sidgwick and Jackson, £20). 
This is a comprehensive an- 
thology of writing on the game 
and undoubtedly worth any 
league nut's attention. There 
will be some writers like myself 
pleasantly surprised to have had 
their doodlings reclassified as 
masterpieces, hut Garry 
Schofield’s Rugby League Pot- 
boilers would not" sound half as 
good, .Also recommended: 

ANwBraadffismgbyRitXiMEtecfflfHaro- 
ef S&XtS. £14.95 from Ooen Rufpyi; Buff 
Beny and the Mlglity Bongere oy Metiael 
Lfllham rMike RL PuNiUllons. £9.951; 
James tajrthan'a Diary W Tom MaTvCr rseff 
wWishM. ££.931: Rothmans Rugby 
league Yearbook (Headline. £4.6.99), 
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sport 


Is this what our national sporting expectation has become? That a 
celebratory sigh of relief is released the moment we didn’t get'tonked 


srt 

.rzf. 


Tomorrow night, at about 930. the 
most predictable moment of the 
sporting calendar will take place: 
Frank Bruno will be named BBC 
Sports Personality of the Year. Des 
jtynanjwill tell us Frank deserves a 
pignmood, Hany Carpenter wiD be 
brought out of retirement for the oc- 
casion, the sportsmen sitting in the 
background in their Hugo Boss 
three-piece suits, will look uncom- 
fortable at the ensuing flurry of 
“know what I mean, ‘any”s. 

Although it seems scarcely cred- 
ible as his avuncular presence has 
been one of the show's constants over 
the past 15 years, this will be the first 
time Bruno has landed the ggng. Few 
could begrudge him his moment in 
the uplands or national sporting af- 
fection. however, if only for the per- 
severance with which he has gone 
about his lask, winning the heavy- 


weight title at the fourth attempt. 

You can be all the more confident 
in the prediction that Sir Francis las 
he likes to style himself) will be foe 
winner when you look ai his rivals 
in the poll: Damon Hill, who 
couldn't beat the Germans in a race 
for the pool; Stephen Hendry, world 
champion in a game virtually un- 
playcd outside Britain; or Jonathan 
Edwards, winner of the hop, skip and 
jump world tide, an event, until he 
performed his mighty leap in Stock- 
holm. most of us fondly assumed 
came in the athletic schedule some- 
where between the sack race and ihe 
4x40m potato and spoon relay. 

It makes you wonder if 1995 has 
been a uniquely bad year for British 
sport or whether the choice we arc 
offered is a telling indication of our 
relative international decline. Indeed 
this week, the two sporting moments 


which have quickened the national 
pulse have both been the execution 
of dogged, backs-to-the-wall, 
against-the-odds, 'draws: 'Michael 
Atherton and Nottingham Forest. 
The metaphor most frequently 
seized upon in the press to knk the 
two has been that they are lads you 
would want next to you in trench. 
Is this what our national sporting ex- 
pectation has become? That a cel- 
ebratory sigh of relief ts released (he 
moment, for once, we didn't get 
looked? What next, dancing in the 
street if we manage to scrape a draw 
against Chad? In truth, as a quick 
scan of the previous winner's list re- 
veals, the Sports Personality of the 
Year should not be taken as an ad- 
equate barometer of the British 
sporting scene. Apart from the sur- 
prising number of winners who you 
assumed would be disqualified from 


Jim White 



consideration due to the word per- 
sonality appearing in the tide - Nick 
Faldo, Steve Davis, Nigel Mansell 
(twice)- the vast majority of the win- 
ners are from sports where you are 
on vour own: runners, boxers, rac- 


ing drivers Perform well in figure 
skating, for instance, and you are al- 
most certain to win the award. John 
Curry, Robin Cousins and Torvill 
and Dean have all scooped the 
thing. And how many other British 
skaters can you name? 

It seems astonishing that only 
three team players -Bobby Moore 
in 1966, Ian Botham in 1981 and 
Paul Gascoigne in 1990 -have held 
aloft foe venerable trophy with its 
three-lensed television camera stat- 
uette. 

close, and rugby's duck is unlikely 
to end this year as W31 Carling could 
not even rely on votes in his own 
household. 

Team players are, dearly, dis- 
criminated against since they are 
part of a coDective effort, hence the 
decision in 1960 to nominate a 
Sports Review Team of foe Year. But 


ON SATURDAY 


iu would have thought that fool- ' and blue parts of north London.. 

‘ ' • ’ But, ft occurred to me watching 

the television on Monday night, that 
the Football Association has ai last 
woken up to its glaring under-rep- 
resentation in the country’s premier 
sporting award and is grooming a 
candidate to unite the gsune. There 
he was, looking as if he bad lost an 
enormous amount of weight for the 
role, telling us how he was making 
a venerable institution more fan- 
friendly, even, once, smiling. In 
fact, did we not detect an extra per- 
sonality-style bounce in his tone as 
he uttered those famous words 
whose origins arc lost in the mists 
of rime: “And that completes the 
draw for the third round of the FA 
Cup." 

Yes, step forward football’s choice 
as Sports Personality of the Year 
1996: Graham Kelly. 


, foe national game, had a whole 
roster of viable individuals to nom- 
inate: Matt Le Tissier (after all, this 
is one competition for places in 
which Tbny Venables s vote counts 
for no more than the man in foe 
pub’s); Alan Shearer (if Mansell can 
win it. ..); or David Seaman (perfect, 
as long as he didn't let foe trophy 
balloon comically over his head 
during foe presentation). 

Football though, is always at a dis- 
advantage in supplying candidates. 
Moore and Gazza both won for their 
efforts for England in foe World 

Cup. something which unites the na- 
tion. In all other circumstances 
tribal loyalties come into play. Jur- 
gen Klinsmann, for instance, dear- 
ly foe football personality of last 
season. Is not going to garner too 
many votes outside foe white 
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Gallagher’s 
green light 
for Quins 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 

John Gallagher, the former All 
Black full-back and now a 
prospective Irish international 
will make his debut for Harle- 
quins this afternoon after being 
graciously permitted by the 
Rugby Football Union to play 
in non-league and cup matches. 

Yesterday's RFU executive 
decision frees 10 former rugby 
league players, of whom Gal- 
lagher - London-born of Irish 
parentage - is comfortably foe 
most distinguished, to return to 
union forthwith, though foe 
constraints of foe RFU mora- 
torium continue to keep them 
out of anything meaningful. 
The RFU has already prevent- 
ed Gallagher frum pfennig in the 
County Championship for Kent 

Among the others io be semi- 
rc instated are two England 


players, Peter Williams, Nigel 
Heslop and one England A 
man. Martin Streti. all of whom 


will play for their former union 
dub. Orrell. But the moratori- 
um, which is continuing all foe 
old regulations at club level un- 
til the end of the season, will 
continue in force. 

With the Irish RFU having 
gladly accepted Gallagher on 
the bench for Irish Exiles and 
the Welsh having no problem 
with (he full reintegration of 
Jonathan Davies, the RFU 
would have looked foolish in the 
extreme if they had failed to act. 
As it is. (he contrast in the poli- 
cies of different unions docs 
nothing for the repute of the no- 
longcr-amatcur game, espe- 
cially in England 

Indeed Gallagher. 31. has al- 
ready turned out in a match un- 
der WRU auspices, last month's 
Icuan Evans testimonial, mak- 
ing today's against Rosslyn Park 
at The Stoop his second since 
returning to his original code af- 
ter five years in rugby league. 

Gallagher already has cred- 
ible representative ambitions 
hut the standard of rugby to 
which he will for now be re- 
stricted will scarcely be con- 
dudve to their realisation. Next 
Saturday, for instance. Quins 
have a pre-international match 
against foe Royal Navy. 


Having tried every other form 
of preparation, psychological 
and physical, the England team 
will undergo vision testing at 
their Richmond hotel next 
Thursday, 4S hours before they 
meet Western Samoa at Twick- 
enham. Among foe faculties io 
be assessed are hand/eye co- 
ordination, response reaction 
time and peripheral vision, none 
of which was in perfect working 
order in last month's defeat tty 
South Africa. 

The Samoans will -field as 
□ear to their Test-strength side, 
including 13 of those who drew 
with Scotland, as possible in 
tonight's game against the 
South-West at Gloucester. 
George Leaupepe - one of the 
horde of players from all parts 
of foe globe who arc said to be 
about to join Gallagher at The 
Stoop - is absent with a knee 
injury, allowing Kaisa Tuiga- 
mala (a distant relation of 
Va'aiga. another All Black who 
went to rugby league) to play 
at centre, and Mark Birtwistle 
ft preferred to Potu Leavasa at 
lock. 

The two unbeaten divisions. 
Midlands and North, meet at 
Nottingham in foe decider for 
foe CIS trophy. The North are 
disappointed that Neil Ashurst 
- the Sale flanker whom they 
have been pushing for higher 
honours - has withdrawn 
through injuiy and indignant 
that John Fowler, also of Sale, 
should have withdrawn for 
“business" reasons. 

“I would have hoped that the 
honour of playing for the North 
would have been enough to en- 
able him to make himself avail- 
able." Dave Stubbs, the North 
coach, grumbled. Fowler’ s sup- 
posed demands had apparent- 
ly almost caused his withdrawal 
from the North's notable defeat 
of Samoa on Tuesday. 

soumwEsn p Hua <ens»i. unu: n am 
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fPOnrytmad). P Hotted iGtaucestert; R Dfx 
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Ertl makes early running 


Skiing 


Martina Ertl, of Germany, w on 
the opening giant slalom of 
the women's Alpine skiing sea- 
son at Val disc re yesterday, but 
fell nine points short of taking 
the overall World Cup lead. 

The 22-vcar-old German all- 
rounder. who won the season's 
first supcr-G last week in VaiL 
Colorado, resisted the chal- 
lenge of Mqjca Suhadole, of 


BaskfttbaD 

EUROPEAN CtUBS* C H AM P W HSH S* 8 —* 
ft* Mteh (Ttawmfc QM* A! BMI \£*- 

ertusen f6 1 jner sranetif 70; AfObes ffil 07 
Ciwnutas 8a Treviso tri 121 CSKA Mean* 
97. Group & Rh-ORRS iftj 94 Hart 
75: Bctafjvi 96 Maecabi W A»m 77. Obona 
Zjgtt 74 Bwetona 50. 

NBA: *nmn 104 Atfcma 1G> hltobOve 

11 r Log APfirte*. di ptm 103. Dmmt 12* 
uum 119; PurtttJ OfiTaradn 88: (teW 53 
■.■oroxr.Hr 84. 

Cricket 

The Australian all-rounder Shane lee 
hte confirmed that betas spied a one- 
year contract to otty tar Somerset not 
aanmer. lee. 22 . has soured fle e t- cen- 
tunesst?! CrR-cassgimes far fossae 
side. New South Wales, and has best 
bowling figures ot A tor 20 . He wD re- 
place the PahstafU leg-spwner Mush- 
On Ahmed, urtMSifaeiv to be selected 
for representative duty in Errand next 

vear. 

TOUR MATCH (Second *WOt * 
cwtte NSW! weu W}«238 1C l W 
63. S L CampOM 53: 0 A Freedman B-4TJ: 
t&l s«mw 3 S 2 fi 6 far 5 (MGBewn 88 . 
R one Quw lOSi. 


Slovenia, and Alexandra Meiss- 
rntzer, of Austria, who came sec- 
ond and third respectively. 

Ertl earned her second vic- 
tory of the season, and the 
fifth of her career, with a com- 
bined lime of lrain 54.44sec on 
the icy French piste, miring her 
World Cup tally to 251 points. 
However, her compatriot Kai- 
ja Se fringe r produced a strong 
second leg to finish sftlh and re- 
tain the overall World Cup lead 
on 360. 


CASTLE CU* (Ftrtt day of faun: BJoem- 
fortnta FiW SSBB 362 Sor 2 iS F J keftwi. 
burg 170no. W J Creme 116i » tiral. Eat 
London: Bolder 173 iM W Pnnge 4-30. C 
r Mxttwns 4-46): VVeCTm pwnroe 8 for o. 

Football 

Robert Lee. the Newcasde United and 

Enriand rmjfteider. has won November's 
Carting "Player of the Mono award, ft 
bthe second tme lee has wen the Play 
er of me Month award, after befog 
named as the panel’s choree in Sep- 
tember 1994. 

The Aberdeen midfielder, Stephen 
Glass, has ended Speculation over his 

fiKureby^nnganewtwq-and-a-haff- 
year contract. The talented teenaffr rod 
attracted anenacn from btfh Nottmg- 
ham fhrest and Tottenham Hotspur af- 
ter his impressive rtsftay m the Dons' 
Cocg&to Of final wm agws: t»«*ee 
last month. 

TRANSFERS: 1*& JwMnww itonranh 

CcMnny a Sr Jchnsane;T«v "•* (k»- 
void) Burnley to CarOfl Cur. Pate BwdJe 
(ftn^iWaftrtOBPSMfto^'teiyfkra' 
ta( uifteitten nwon m Lawwr. Ete« Oftt- 
ria nndfetder) Swmorougn to Scunthorpe: 
John Rebatfton itnSertwi W«an to Lncain. 



Test of character Looks and Personality, without key personnel, lock oars in the Cambridge University Boat Race trial yesterday 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Strength of Personality gains the upper hand 




HUGH MATHESON 

Beef was off the menu at the 
Cambridge University Boat Race 
trial yesterday thanks to cold 
germs, not BSE hysteria, as Per- 
sonality beat Looks by one and 
a half lengths in 17.0Jsec. The 
crews had near perfect winter 
conditions for a race which 


demonstrated the excellence of 
their coaching and preparation. 
But the power of two key men, 
incidentally the Boat dub s only 
postgraduates, was missing and 
the order, once itwascstabfcfaed, 
never looked like being changed. 

Nick Burfiu,who retired two 
years ago after a long career in 
the British team, has appeared 
at Cambridge, at 28, to read 
medicine, but has not vet found 


a cure for the common cold. His 
power and experience under 
pressure will be a vital asset 
when the universities race for 
the Beefeater Trophy next 
April, but his absence disrupt- 
ed foe line up of Personality. 

Looks too had their problems 
and changed their personnel 
oaly minutes before the race 
when Christian Brim moved into 
the No 6 seat to replace Ethan 


Ayer, who had succumbed to the 
same bug as Burfftt 
The result of these absences 
was a fine display of Brilisb-born 
undergraduate raring with four 
under- 23 world champions on 
show, but foe missing ingredi- 
ent was anyone who could have 
taken foe race by foe scruff of 
the neck and lifted the crews out 
of foe comfortable groove they 
had struck in the first minute. 


The winners, ftasonality, rat- 
ed two strokes to foe minute 
above Looks at about <34 
throughout, rafting ft to 35 at the 
end. However, Looks never lost 
their poise and kept the deficit 
to less than a half a length of 
open water, while never looking 
likely to come back to win. 
cwtaRDflEiMVBftnrBGHrmcE iRMtft 
Looks 6 t Pesonaitjr 17msec. lV2L 
UXKSsBmeAR MMMl pawn** Mi. Hoi* 
HBnpSEad and Site? SUreal; ft NOCSWOi 


Wtncfeste' - and Corpus CJnwri): 3: M P C Bar* 
Mtt (Harijpta Sranvnar and QuMn’iK 4c JR 
IlnAor (Ca&mer and Okfaen's): fill) Fin 
{Mattrakst Ccd and Downing); Qc C Bnn (Eton 
and nabmsm: HHCC ana (Taumn and 
Trkttf Hat): Strata: P Maffln Joan fTh? 
Grange Ownmai ardSt JotnU}; One A I. Potts 
WrrtBstw and Tmay Han. 
raaONAUIK Bow S 6 Butte (Nntfs Sdi GV 
and OuMl: 2 : D BnbcNow {Nn^arorpa, 
Nomi d n< mi »«ICB>^;3RA n i >nn« (IMnwi 
SChlWAyUxio«iandTrln«fM):4erDteaaC 
{HamptoiandHameran):5:SJU»wanlB»it- 
neHn^BCamrtuyoridMa 01 aler»):GcDJCaa- 
aHy (SheMtuy and Tmwy Hail; TiJFE Oat 
MChCfowandlUkBaftSbntacRMWMar 
(Breaud and Onanrg); Coe K Wqmun (K^s 
Oieaarand FBtmtwuaj). 


Warren puts 
security at 
the forefront 

Boxing 


The promoter Frank Warren 
has increased security at York 
HaH Bethnal Green fi>r tonight's 
challenge by London's Paul Ryan 
for the British and Common- 
wealth light-welterweight cham- 
pkmships of Bristol's Ross Hale. 

The move follows a board in- 
quiry into the riot in Glasgow 
in October and their recom- 
mendation (hat uniformed po- 
lice should be present whenever 
it ft considered necessary". 

Hale ft renowned for his fe- 
rocious starts. Ryan ft best 
known for his strength, hut has 
been working hard on his speed 
and co-ordination too. 

Although Ryan is unbeaten 
and has nine stoppages to his 
credit. Hale ft confident he can 
remain Nql in the World Box- 
ing Organisation rankings ahead 
of Ryan, the No 2: “1 can't see 
this one going the distance,” he 
said. “There ft a lot at slake for 
both of us, and it's going to he 
explosive. It's been frustrating 
waiting for a world title chance. 
Three times it's fallen through. 
I’ve just got to keep on winning 
and my chance will come." 


inANlfWNSnRKGteyBteMttlfcneadJVAm- 
fltetetonycQKitevAlteaNtetataKitviKyd) 
Vtaflltdwi IP tacuay: John K m i attij f ifawonfl 
Trjnmercj to Onsxcr. ftalg MWday 'taKrtj 
EfaftrtCirtlDScataroi^sBteltobvrtilff* 
keettei swmworooEV) n> iVycambe: teO 

MtcMA irndtederi aocNKU to 

Mctatel Hoto mdwfefi tu Bur, 

REARRANGED FKIURES: EndaMtfl IMCBA 

W DWftac M 33 Ifac Stake Ctfy v SMWd 
UM llton 30 Dec). Tta IS J«C CWa fUftOC 
v traranne Ann itioni V Sept). Saeond DS 
vWon: Wad 10 Mm Startpwt Ccunr» u ftad- 
fae<M» (flora 6 jaw. AMD Vflnte ute raSMato 
Wawteiw F ia a ri l it Sat A Jm CarWe v 

INURSOArS UIE RESU7S: ttoft Cop ttM 
raoMl wcond lac Spana Place 0 Min 0 
iMDjn oinMai Lena 0 SOW) 

nagjt iPotxmky 95) UtUf e»w tra?.- Stai) 

F^cue <nn 1-0 on aggrcgrfn. PbrHm btapn 

Rte Mu Mta i aofcoCny 3 fifc g rg-jtr. Fores: 
3; Berem a Rcu OMta ted 

derfeia 2 Rcttiemam 0. FA Youffe nc- 
aad lauwi: BAnn0wnn Crt> 5 BnWan Im 0. 
Tfoe Beil's Scatter) League Tfotd Divi- 
sion hmune between East sanin^ftire 
and Albion Roves, scheduled far Sat- 
urday 16 December, has been past- 
pened baase Afaion «ril be now fiayvig 
Deveromate m a Temenfs Scrttsh Cup 
first-round tie, wfoch will not be placed 
today due w bad weather. 


Knight digs in to steady England A 


Cricket 


England A 102-4 v Pakistan A 


Nick Knight held England A's 
innings together in Peshawar 
yesterday during a truncated 
first day's play in the third 
“Test". The Warwickshire open- 
er made 55 out of England A’s 
102 for 4 as the Pakistani scam- 


ers made life difficult by swing- 
ing the ball significantly during 
the afternoon. 

Play began 90 minutes late, 
to foe amazement of England's 
players because foe ground ad- 
ministrator ruled that foe pitch 
was too damp and had not 
been fully prepared because of 
yesterday's rain. But, with the 
sun shining, the England crick- 
eters rightly fell that arty first- 


class match at home would 
have started on time. 

Knight, who made a dude in 
last week’s second Test in 
Rawalpindi, was in need of a 
sizeable score, especially be- 
cause of the 153 his Test rival 
Jason Gallian had made there. 
Yesterday Gallian fell for 16 
and, when Nasser Hussain and 
the out-of-form Anthony Mc- 
Grath then departed in quick 


succession, much depended on 
Knight. He looked as if he 
would see out foe day before he 
was beaten by a well pitched-up 
delivery from the seamer 
Shahid Nazir. 

Dominic Ostler and Jason 
Fooley made it to foe close, 
which came 45 minutes eariy be- 
cause of had light, and they both 
face having to make significant 
contributions today. 


fiatartarj A mon ess 
ENGLAND A - FM Ma& 

N V tew b SUM tear 

ICR GMon c 4 9 Alanm fcna ...... 


•N HiaSteitiwbStewlNmr- 

A McftaDi txv b Mhar Lag 

0 P osier not om__. 

J C FtoOtoir rot out 


(bl. U2J. 


-102 


.Total (to4,4&3omn) 

Wfc 1 - 42 , 2 - 70 , 3 - 71 . 4 - 87 . 

To Bat )K J Poor, t D KSNstwy, S D UOat D 
TV Headey, E S H Qdoer*. 

Bo oG y Alter Uga»2S-l:ga>id Hoar 


SOO-S Aof Mutaba 2 -O-2-O: Atom tecs 121- 
36-1; Saknan Fical 2-4KM. 

PaMnao tc Shaped Ahmed. Shtad Ana, 
Bator ZOman. Aal Uujtabe (caM. Sami. 
Vtate Youndi Wd), Atom Ftoa. Athv UK. SMhd 
Naur. Saiman Fate. 5Wr*l Janod. 

U j total, ttvmr Mate ats Fereeaua. 


Sri Lanka pay price for aggression Kiwis lose advantage 


Sri Lanka 251 v Australia 


Shane Wamc moved within 
sight of 2 00 Test wickets yes- 
terday as Sri Lanka were dis- 
missed for 251 on the first day 
of the first Test against Australia 
in Penh. 

The leg-spinner overcame the 
handicap of several niggling in- 
juries to claim three Sri Lankan 
wickets and fill his haul to 198 
in only his 42nd Test 

Sri Lanka elected to bat af- 
ter winning the toss. They bat- 
ted positively and aggressively 
but lost wickets at regular in- 
tervals to lose momentum 
whenever they appeared poised 
to dominate. 

Australia's fast bowlers shared 


the remaining seven wickets to 
faD, with Glenn McGrath fin- 
ishing with figures of 4 for 81 and 
Craig McDermott, who wrapped 
up the innings two balls before 
the scheduled close by bowling 
Kumar Dhannaseaa, ended with 
with 3 for 44. 

Wirne made his most signif- 
icant intervention when he re- 
moved Romesh Kaluwftharana. 
Sri Lanka's top scorer, for 50. 
The leg-spinner, who took 19 
wickets in Australia's 2-1 series 
win against Pakistan, also dis- 
missed Aravin da de Silva and 
Chaminda Vaas. 

McGrath made the early 
inroads by dismissing Asanku 
Gurusmha. Arjuna Ranatunga 
and Chandika Halhurusingho. 

Australia made three changes 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Golf 

■MKVDOFEN (Tokyv) iMdtnfi aMMAnnnd 
■bmb UtatoBH vteto ttatadu 135 B nuns 
lUSl 6 T 68. 137 S Mon <55 6 & F Mraa IPhm 
68 69. 139 M Unn 71 67 : N Senzm 67 
7 L 139 M KtoimuiD 71 68 : K lakvra 71 68 : 
H lose ® 70 ; S Fitei 69 70 : M Awi B 9 70 : T 
MNarrura 67 72: r Sughara 66 73 . 

VCTNAM OPEN (Mo CM MWl CHjr] LatofiW 
N«ai) 6 -mjRd Korac 132 C Deren 1 US 1 66 
66 . *39 B Ruagut itha'l 69 66 . 137 0 fiwiot 
i>*j 68 68. 138 J Send (Auai 66 72. 130 bn 
MnjKW nai 67 7 i On OnA»iB (S non 71 
68 O iCml 63 7 a Ml V Saw (Ijpam 

M 74 M Mm* (Stfigi 70 71 . p hiteaaens 
(Th»j 71 TO 1 . C Easnosa imcxj 73 69. 142 Lu 
ivan-an i 7 j>/ 71 JL t art Nan»-s*i IS 72 

TO: S Y«s iC 8 l 74 BS. M 3 S (US) 69 
74 ; Pan IS Kfll) 70 73 ; C Kam® [SA) 
71 72 .- Ow) baryta ( 7 « 72 71 . 

Ice hockey 

Mb 0 ei>a« 3 DNUGl:Ffcna 3 Anrte*ri 3 ia}; 
toremo 2 New lew 1 : PMaacASia 7 Butbki 
3 : PSEM 0 I 7 Morrtrajt & Ottawa 5 Chap 
4 Etowtei 5 Colorado 3 ; Sni UM 5 wmpeg 
3 . 

Ice skating 

NHX TROPHY BRAND FWX HptoO: 

UM Nwtjnpone 1 E State iCan) OS 
PW1TE 3 P Careworn iFn JLO: 3 1 Pashtendi 
iris) U5; 4 saattAJS 2.0: B SComb (GEI) 


2J: 6 T Honda (tan) 3JX 7 Mn 2hang (O*. 
no) 3* 8 A AM (Bus) AA9S SuaiM Japan) 
45; 10 0 Lai ftafl 5A 11 S Ainano Uaoaw 
iS: 12 S Vsdra (Hung) 6-0. Woman's abort 
jmenmnw: iiu Cton iChnai OSs 2 SBenafy 
iFr) V); 3 0 Martova (Rut! L5; 4 H Votaya 
(Japan) 2.0; 5 M Bwvrsteyo (ftra) 2.6: 6 J 
FbWKan (Can) 3.0; 7 V Gusmcreli {Frt 3i; 8 
Ma 3a- Ui iChrai 4.a 9 T UaMna 
4.5; 10 K KAwa (Jnoenl 5.0: 11 Parti Bton- 
sui (S Kort S£. T Srewsoiho SSemd 
Pate toort tete— : 1 E Shehto/a and 
v Naumov (1*0)05; 2 M WoN anrt ( Steuer 
iGert 10;3NKrestenMaandATorehniy 
iRifil 1.& 4 M WhUuwi btm a Ki»*w iKaatu 
2j0:SKIraandJ0ur«anlUS)45:8MMert- 
aesordJ-M Bomtoraor fC.m) 3.0: 7 BaoSlm 
and Bne Yang Ui (di 35. Orttfoal te teMi 
1 M finssna and G Peacrot (Frt 0.6i 2 S-L 
Bourne and V Kruc (CniI 12; 3 E S(efaMaw 
and 0 Kazorfryga iKaaM 18; 4 ASemenoHcfi 
and V Fedow iRusl 2-4; 8 N Tsuadd and I 
RaqUaNH Uapanj 10; 6 B Paon n) A PAon 
ITri 3.6; 7 0 Steuento and 0 ftoumkm (Hast 
4^; 8 A Kata and H Tanoa (Japan! 43. 

Ragby League 

Oldnam are to play six of their 11 Su- 
per Lea&te home games in 1996 at 
BounOaiy R*K, the home bovxJ oftnev 
tootbaftngnei^ibo«3,Ot<^mA!htei- 
k. Talks am also tafang place with Man- 
chester Oty about playing at Maine 


from the side that lost foe third 
and final ^ Test against Pakistan on 
Monday, drafting in batsmen 
Stuart Law and Ricky Printing 
for their Test debuts, and pace 
bowler Bren don Julian. 

■Krst £Uy of fto; Srt Lanka won m&) 
SW LANKA - Brat bMfi«a 
R S Matonama c Wame b McDermoa ,J3 
C M HadAxustfi^e c Law b McGram ...14 

A P Gunanha b MoGradi 46 

P A De Site c and b Wame 10 

•A Rarauip c Healy b McGrath 32 

H P nRetarame ter b McOermoa .6 

tR S KNuMitaana c Taykr b Wame ....50 

H D P K Dtonoasem b AtcOewnoa no 

WPUJCCItoasc Heap ttttome 4 

G P Wkteemasn^ie c Juten b McQadi 28 

MAturoitharannacaiA .._.o 

Bctrwa M. Bj 9. ridj JJ8 

Total taflAnM—i _ «i 

fast 1-25,2-38 3^4, 4-129.5-132.6-172. 
7-193. 8-204 9-351. 

Bowteff McOermon IS. 4-5-44-3; McGrath 
24-3-81-4 (nbl);.juton 17-8-32-Q; Wame 
27-7-75*3 MB2); Waugh 3-1-60. 
AUSTRALIA: *M ATaytar. U J 9ater. 0 C Boon, 
M E waup. R T Ponnng. S G Law. I A Healy. 
B p juian, S K Wane, C J McDermott. G b 
Moran. 


Road. Oldham's plan to use Manches- 
ter United's stadium was njied out be- 
cause Old TWfbri fa a venue for no« 
summer's European Championship. 
OWham's Watershedding 5 ground will 
be used when necessary in 1996 but 
by 1997 the dub hope to be housed 
in a new coundi-bult stadium near 
Boundary PaiK 


Pakistan 208 
New Zealand 98-3 


lawne Smith heads a Bstaffourcxn- 
Ibmed contestants far me ngit to rep- 
resent Great Brrtain fa the tw-man Star 
dess heel boat at next year's Olympic 
Carnes in the United States. Trials win 
be restneted to regattas in Manx at the 
end of January and the beginning of 
March. The winner e Otefy to to face 
another e 6 nw«fan stags, os 20 con- 
tenders far the 13 places In the main 
event in Savannah wff saH off at Late 
Garda to April. 


WOMEN'S ALPINE WORLD CUP BANT 
SLALOM (tat Mn, ft* 1 M Erf (Gri Into 
S4.44KC <57.19 & 57.2S); 2 M-Suhadoie 


Honours were evtm aft era a fas- 
cinating first day's play in New 
Zealand's one-off lest against 
Pakistan in Christchurch yes- 
terday. Thirteen wickets fell 
and 306 runs were scored in a 
fascinating day's pjay. 

New Zealand’s openers cau- 
tiously made their way to 48 in 
response to Pakistan’s 208 be- 

Rehman to wicketkeeper 
Rashid Latif for 16. Fellow 
opener Craig Spearman was de- 
nied a half-century on his debut 
when Mushtaq Ahmed got re- 
venge for being straight-driven 
for six by him m his first over. 


(Steen) 1£4£7 (57.59&57A8);SAMeG&- 
fjeertMJ 154.83 ffi7JBS57.5SJ:4K«BSm 
ISmo 1*4 31 (58l 08 a 56£9); 5 A Waoner 
(AM) 1*5.29 (5751 & 57.78); 6 KSeonnr 
(Geo JU55.41 15730 & S7.5U: T I NKtner 
(W WSBl 44 (57^2 *58.12): 8 Y NoMn Ota) 
1:55.48 B8J9 « 5729): 9 S Net (SmU 
1:5552 158228 57JQ): 10 M Dolmeeter 
(Ant) 1:55.55 (57.77 & 57.76); US Pan- 
ann <10 1:55.56 (57,81 & 57.75); 12 K 
zateaitertsma t55.78 (57^6*5750, 

13 M VogMGert 1:5585 (57 & « 5823) 

14 P (Sw) 135.91 (57.76 & S&15), 

35» e Hannon Sweden) 156 M (57. 72 & 
5S29) and M Kpaetod fftortlS&Ol (67,78 
& 5823). Woman’* Vtefa (top owonn 
atmtOogas l Seanmaeopix a Eis au; 3 
M ttMiH tta 208; 4 ZaUer-BShter 166: 8 
W«h«r 157; 8 Street 147: 7 Sufadok 140; 
8 Kroner 336: 9 Dofftnastv 131; 10 top- 
entad 101; 11 E Ednr (AuO lOo; 12 Roten 
96c 13 M^nmmatKr(SMn 86:14 CMon- 
tte (Frt 8Z IB H Zisbiignn (SmO 80; 16 
WZeteroteyalfta) 76:17- RG63WN(Avd 
andHGea<(krt72;19Wbe«6S;20G2r»- 
Grar<Swb60-Ni6oMC^«andhe;lAu9- 
002,03 1«8: 2 SMBBriand 1.4S7'/3Morw3y 
981; 4 hdjr 906: 5 Germany 826. 

Snooker 

GERMAN OPEN (Bsifcftjrt) Qiiarun«atoK 
S Herxby (Scot M R imst (Eng) 5-3; A Mc- 
Manus CSco) M D Roe (Eng 5-3. 


He slipped a leg-break be- 
tween bat and pad to hit off- 
stump and end Spearman’s 
measured innings of 40. 

The celebrated duo of Whsim 
Akram and Waqar Younis 
largely wasted the new balL aim- 
ing more at foe batsmen's heads 
than foeir stumps. SeveraJ half 
volleys were driven to the fence. 

New Zealand earlier looked 
to have blown foe advantage of 
winning foe toss when they 
bowled badly on a good wick- 
et and openers Aamir Sohail 
and Ramiz Raja put on 135 in 
even time. Much of foe credit 
for the recovery went to seam- 
er Chris Cairns, who finis hed 
with 4 for 51. 

TEST MATCH (GhrtNctureh, Drat day): Rfean 
208 ten* Soho* 88, Borne rbu 54 : CCMm 
4 -SU; New Zealand 96 - 3 . 


Squash 

The top seed, Rodney Eytes of Australia, 
reached the quarto-finals of the Mahin- 
dra Qiafierige in Bombay yesterday with 
a bnsk second-round victory over Eng- 
land's Marti ChaJoner. Eytes, the de- 
fentfing champion and the world No 2 
won 15-11, 15-12, 15-12 in just 42 
minutes. Hs tast-eitfn opponent wffl be 
another Engahman. Mark Caims. who 
waged a grim battle with Egypt's Amir 
Wagh, wtoWi was mariied by constant 
ar®»T»nts betwen Wash and me Ger- 
man referee, Durkhand Brucfanann 
Attar losing 15-6, 15-9, 12-15, 9 15 ' 
15-12, ban^d fas octet on ths 
floor as he stormed off oourt. 

MAHtNtXtA CHAliStGE ftlomhav) ° 

■ountt S Parte (Big) bt P Guntgr (Eikj iE_m 
15-7 15-1: C WWta IB«K S 
15-» 15-12 15-7; R EytatAua 
cr 15-11 13-12 CtersffiSi 

MAW faeh <Eg) 156 159 Sis SSisS 
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At his peak: England's Jack Russell slashes through the offside during Ms career-best 129 not out against Boland yesterday 


Photograph: Laurence GriffithsflEnipics 


Gough’s Test place in danger 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Paart 
England 402-8 dec 
Boland 129-4 


Raymond Illingworth is not a 
man known for his indecision. 
True, he occasionally toys be- 
tween hatring a bit of steak in- 
stead of the usual piece of 
haddock to go with his chips, but 
generally he is as unwavering in 
his cricketing decisions as he is 
with his dieL 

One of these, since his ap- 
pointment as selector in chief, 
has been to get some gritty 
Yorkshire men involved, at al- 
most any cost. Which in Craig 
While’s case was quite high 
with the ball and extremely low 
with the bat. However, Darren 
Cough's inclusion, was broadly 
hailed as a master stroke, par- 
ticularly after the Yorkshire- 
man’s guts)' performances on the 
last Ashes tour. 

As ever, Illingworth was not 
slow to lap up the credit, but 


Gough's performances on this 
tour have lacked both last win- 
ter’s spirit and conviction. 
Without his chirpy confidence, 
he is a brook without babble, 
and when he hobbled off 
yesterday, shaking his head 
after pulling up in his fourth 
over - having apparently 
strained “something behind 
his knee” - his tour looked in 
danger of drying up. 

Gough had needed wickets 
here, even before injury struck, 
if he was not to test Chairman 
Ray's parochialism too far and 
keep his place in the Tfest side. 
No easy task on a strip offering 
little more than a double 
hernia to seam bowlers, and the 
audible grunts of effort, easily 
outweighed the appeals, despite 
a Surrey presence at the helm. 

Unsurprisingly, given the 
sluggish absorbent nature of the 
pitch, his closest rival, Mark 
Hott, failed to take advantage 
of Gough's indisposition by 
remaining wicketless, and his 
daim for a place in the third lest 
may have to be placed on hold. 

Not so Peter Martin, who is 


playing only his third first-class 
game of the four. Upped as one 
of the potential Lord Lucan 
figures when the party left 
London, he was the pick of the 
seam bowlers and he may well 
have become a late challenger 
for a place in the next Test. 

Bowling from the Stables 
end, Martin got consistent 
bounce from short of a length, 
and his 10.2 overs deserved 
better than his 1 for 2L His per- 
sistence was rewarded when 
Bryan Baguley was caught at 
third slip, as he opened the bat 
face on one that climbed. 

Otherwise it was an afternoon 


for spin after Jack Russell and 
Richard fflingworth added 169 
to take England's first fnnmy 
score to 402 for 8 when Alec 
Stewart declared just after 
lunch. Russell scoring an un- 
defeated career-best 129, with 
seven fours and erne six in a 346- 
minute vigil. Eight more min- 
utes and he would have 
completed 24 hours at the . 
crease on tour. Illingworth 
weighed in with an unbeaten 57. 
his best score for his countiy, as 
the pair went about repairing 
the England total. 

During the last Ifest Russell 
batted like someone being 


Paarl Scoreboard 


(Second day of time; Engand mm taas) 
ENGLAND - r 


fin* 

(Otcmighc 263 for 8} 

tRCRusuflnotout 

RKttWMfltinotait 


.129 


Extras OM. w3, nb3). 


Total (for 8 dec, 1S25 men) -...-402 
DU not Int: M C DotL 
BowSnc Oefretos 18-10-21-1; WUoufffty 
21-2-78-1; Seating 185-47-2; Henderson 
49-17-88-2 Oreo 384-126-2; Jndaon 
80-280; Kufoer 08-0-7-0. 


L D Ferrets -D Brmortn - 35 

T Lazarti xt Rusaafl bBtr»wrtH 37 

KCJadsoncQa^bWatMnori _29 

'A P Wiper not out ; _2 

0 

... . ... J 

129 


W F SteSng not out . 
-- -04, CtdJ. 


Total (tor 4. 66 own) 

Mt 1-46,2- 78, 3-127, 4-129. 


Totabtl-M 

CW Henderson, CM 


P A J DefWtas. 
, B J (km. 


DOtAfC - first IobIm 
B C Ba&fey c WatMnsoft b Martin 


21 


aoMtac8ou*Ta4-l-140;UZ 103-340; 
Mar*! 10.2X21-1; BngMorfr 22-641-2; 
WaWrtson 10-5-24-L 
U^i bo a. M Ba&us ari R Broote. 


zapped by a cattle prod. But 
when he plays his shots, with a 
bat that is closer to horizontal 
than vertical, he can Teach 
almost any part of the ground 
irrespective of where the bowler 
lands the balL As anyone who 
can recall his previous career- 
best score of 128 against Aus> 
traKa ai Old Tiafforim 1989 will 
know, his method is a. triumph 
of heart over art ’ 

/ He even managed a npat 
stumping, off Ridiaxd filing- - 
worth, or so the umpire 
thought though the television 
replay confirmed otherwise. 
Unless the law has changed 
under new EU guidelines to 
protect downtiod^ minorities 
(Le. left-arm spinners) the bats- 
men, Tferry Lazard, had at least 
three inches of footwear behind 
the line, when the bails were 
eventually removed. 

With the ball spinning, filing- 
worth and Rfetkmson bowled a 
lengthy spell in tan dem filing- 
worth, the chairman that is, is 
desperate to play a balanced at- 
tack in a Test match. But while. 
Jack Russell's promotion to No 




Atkinson offers £2.5m for Coleman 


Football 


MATT TENCH 

Four days after confirming that 
they are £9m in the red. Coven- 
try City have given their manager 
Rim Atkinson £5m to alleviate 
their position at the bottom of the 
Premiership. Half the money 
may gq straight to Crystal Palace, 
who have accepted an offer of 
for their Welsh interna- 
tional defender Chris Coleman. 


Coleman was yesterday dis- 
cuasBig terms with Atkinson, who 
said; “Chris has asked for the 
weekend to think it over. Out of 
the blue the chairman said that 
he wanted to bring someone of 
real quaHty into the dub and when 
he said the money was available 
I was amazed. On' second 
thoughts 1 should not have been. 
He is the most supportive chair- 
man I have ever worked for. He 
wants success for all the right rea- 
sons, not for his personal reasons.” 


If the deal goes through the 25- 
year-old will be Atkinson’s third 
Palace signing in five months, 
joining Richard Shaw and John 
Salako at Hjjghfteld Road. It 
would also set a Coventry trans- 
fer record, beating the £2m spent 
on Dion Dublin. Coleman, who 
can play as a centre-half or left- 
back win not be available for to- 
day's visa by Blackburn Reacts but 
Chris Whyte, recruited from 
Birmingham Qty on a month’s 
loan yesterday, is likely to play. 


Bryan Richardson, the Qty 
chairman, said: “Where this 
dub has gone wrong in the past 
is by buying players by the 
dozen for £250,000 in the hope 
that a few w31 make it. We’re 
still left with a lot of them and 
they're still not good enough. 
Thafs wity We’D be buying qual- 
ity not quantity from now on.” 
Swansea, who sold Coleman 
to Palace for £275,000 in 1991 wiD 
receive a quarter of the fee. Cole- 
man is the 12th member of the 


Palace side relegated lasl season 
to leave Selhurst Park, for com- 
bined fees of more than £13m. 

Atkinson S also thought to 
have made a bid in excess of £2m 
foe aPremkaKhipnadfirida wUi> 
may go through in the next few 
days, with Robbie Ear le (Wim- 
bledon), Alan Thompson OBol- 
ton), Gavin ftacock (Qbdsea) and 
CcngF^iett (Middlesbrough) the 

most likely candidates. 

Ginola’s dream, page 28 
Weekend preview, page 29 
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ACROSS 

7 Firm is found in square (4) 

S Needing little cash, or beginning to deal 
in kind? (10) 

10 Food processors a source of trouble 

11 Reportedly lunches in seaside recesses 

12 French brass in charge (6) 
mi, made to ao- 




18 Initiate bold knight, say (8) 

20 Bird resulting from reduction of the 
charge? (6) 

22 Show up in cheap pearls (6) 

24 One won, playing in unfamiliar poker 
group? (8) 

25 One of four right on the line in court 


26 Sounded rough -and had regrets (4 


Friday’s solution 


mciaQuiutaa buksqhb 


r 


DOWN 

1 One arranging courses for weight reduc- 
tion, initially (10) 

2 Deranged dement around North (6) 

4 

5 

6 Southern crowd’s in the groove (4) 

9 Emergency measure when making pan- 
cakes? (6,7) . 

14 E-g. elder in set, say, squandered wealth 
(4,6) 

16 Hangs from shelves (8) ■ 

17 Note ring produced by atmospheric fac- 
tor (8) 

19 Extra non-English crew member for ves- 
sel (6) 

21 Green shoots up in sandy deserts (just) 


23 Benefit from having a nap? Not quite (4) 


Last Saturday’s solution 


The first five correct solutions to this week’s puzzle opened next Thurs- 
day receive hardbacked copies of the excellent Chambers Biographical 
Dictionary, worth £35. Answers and winners’ names will be published 
next Saturday. Send solutions to Saturday Crossword, E O. Box 4018, 
The Independent, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5BL. 
Pl**« use the box number and postcode. Last week’s winners were: 
Bernard Hott. Sutton Coldfield; Mr KT Harrison. Uhntapq CG Andrews, 
Oxfordshire; R & J Besanf, Dunstable; Dr Moragh J Nmkes, Dorset. 
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6 may make the g8mbit possible, 
MxkE\Vhtkmsoa’s probacy vvith 
the baO make it unlikely. 

Despite performing the per- 
fect off-spinner's dfemiasai, by 

Q^feyoff bat ancTpad* at 
short leg. he is cut away far too 
often from balls too short and 
wide of the-off-stump. Far bet- 
ter to be abstemious and let the" 
:bufldlikehls left-arm 
DMngworth .tban seek ex- 
travagant tom and giveaway too 
many runs. 

Once again the Worcester 
spinner showed he has no chal- 
lengers on this. tour. Even 
South ’Africa’s coach. Bob 
Woolmer, was spotted watchn^ 
him wheel away for 22 overs, 
which suggests the next pitch in - 
Durban may take some spin. If 
it does. South Afika’sbalsmen 
will not have much to go on. 
The trickiest delivery which 
accounted for Lloyd Ferreira 
was one that did not turn, 
though by the time Boland 
ended the day at 129 for 4, the 
pitch, had begun to stir. 

More cricket, page 31 


Britons fell 
victim to 
Vote fiddle’ 

Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

Allegations that Sally Gunnel! 
and Cotin Jackson lost out on 
rigged voting for the 1994 Ath- 
lete of the Year awards were de- 
nied . yesterday by the 
International Amateur Athlet- 
ic Federation. 

Christopher Winner, the for- 
mer IAAF spokesman, told the 
USA newspaper to Gun- 
nell, who topped the women’s 
poll ahead of Jaclde Joyner 
Rersee, and Jackson, second in 
the men’s, had been pushed 
down to second and fourth re- 
spectively. Winner claimed he 
had been rastructed to add 30 ex- 
tra votes for Joyner Ketsee— two 
weeks after the poll dosed m No- 
vember 1994 - when it was 
learned that neither planned to 
attend the annual televised 
award dinner in Monte Carlo. 

He said the IAAF president, 
Primo Nebiolo, wanted to en- 
sure the top three athletes in 
each poll attended a ceremony 
broadcast to 74 countries. 

Friday’s edition of USA To- 
day quoted Winner as saying: “I 
can only express shame for par- 
ticipating m what amounts to 
vote rigging.” Istvan Gyu- 

i, the IAAF general secretary, 
responded “We firmly reject 
these allegations.” He pointed 
out that in the past award win- 
ners such as Cari Lews had con- 
tributed by satellite link.’ 

A spokeswoman for NufF Re- 
spect Jackson's management 
group, said; “Colin has said he 
would be very surprised if the al- 
legations were Drue.” Gunnell 
said she had no comment 


in Monday s 24 -page sports section 


Pre^aririglbrlVson^^; 

“i. know a tot of people .who .would start smoking 
cigars and hanging about In Stringfeliows. There 
hayebeeri quite a few boxers over the years who 
have lost themselves after they had 
won a world tide. They allowed 
themselves to get carried away 
from it afi, and it was awful to 
watch them; But I’m a young 
man. I’ve got 30 years of work 
ahead of me arid other 
careers to thtoft about. 

That’s why I’rri prepared 
to dock in and work." 

Rank Bruno tells lari 
Stafford why he. is 
looking forward to _ 
defending his world 
crown against the . 
world’s, most 
awesome boxer : 


Preparing for Tokyo 

He’s 43, he comes from 
Blackpool and he’s about to 
take on the Japanese at 
their own game. Bill . 
Etherington, who .won a 
bronze medal at the 
World Sumo 
Championships 12 . . 
months ago, looks 
forward to this year's 
event in Tokyo 



Mind games - 

Never mind skill, tactics or fitness, the key factor for 
many sportsmen and women today is their mental 
approach. In the first of a two-part study, John 
Roberts reports on the increasingly important role of 
sports psychology > 


Comprehensive reports and analysis 
of all the weekend action ' 

Extensive footbaH coverage, including reports from 
every Premiership match 
Gtem Mooie assesses Newcastle United’s 
championship -challenge as Kevin Keegan's 
Premiership leaders fece Chelsea at Stamford Bridge 

Derek Pringle reports from South Afrtoa as the 
England criGket team warm up for nexft&eek’sth i rd 

Test. .. •>, . ; 


Steve Bate watches -the Wfesfcem Sarntfe^-, 
rugby union todnsts’as they prepare to j 
face England at Twickenham next 
Saturday 

Dave HadMd orx^e ’quarter-finals of 
rugbyieague’s r ft^f Trophy 

■ -« . ' .. * '• y. 


from G^effenham on 
Triptep'Hnt Gold Cup 


Phis - 

Sports book of tfie.week . 
GregWbod 6n sports betting 
and Tim Glover has The Final Word 
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about Galling it 

S.J.'s Fingep. 

but it i§n’t long 
and knobblg 
with a glou/ing 
liabt at the end. 
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f . FINGER j] | 


THE SERIOUS BEER WITH THE SILLY NAME. 
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(with a little help from 
Eddie and Keith) page 9 
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INSIDE STORIES 


Michael is torn between his 
X, inalienable position as his company’s 
authority figure and his gut feeling 
that it would be beneficial, public 
relations-wise, to be seen to let his 
halt down for one special night. ; 1 will 
wear the Santa hat,’ he concludes, 
'but I will not dance on the table’ 

* 'About IS people a year go missing 
in the New Forest/ says Karl. ‘OK, 
so it’s not a great problem compared 
to the Brecon Beacons. But it's still 
a problem. Children wander out of 
tents. And the Dorset Coastal Path 
is absolutely deadly/ Which is 
where the otterhound comes in 


PICTURE STORY 
INTERVIEW 
COUNTRY ... 
SHOPPING . . • 


ARTS 


BOOKS// 

GARDENING 

PROPERTY 


: • "rj :• 




come up to my 

having dinner,’ ; 5 - ^ 

brat actor-turned 
. 


travel;/ 

motoring ,. .. .... , . _. 

MONEY >:// " SOWfirS^&JMD^ 

PENSIONS SPECIAL . ; - .28-29 ■ TODAr^TV;gcRAOIO-/. T 32 . V 

• ■ • " ( « - ~ ’‘l'-'' '' - ‘ .-"A 


/funtinrf for Perfection 


*&£?»;• ;T 


A finely balanced. . 
deliciously smooth ale. • 
with a subtle blend of 
□uvourv. A fitting 
reward fur all who 
purr'll? |K-rfwlinn. 

Catch one at vmir local. 

Bn.’ wed by Mur land 
of AbLngdou. 

Eft'd. 1711. 
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Pictures lay 
Brian Harris, 
Nicholas Turpin. 
Story by 
Dan Patterson 
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THE OFFICE FMTY 


6. 




T he complex and unnerving world of the office party, 
the temporary cessation of the fragile ccostructure 
of the workplace environment. The unassuming, 
mousey assistant to the facilities manager who, 3M 
days of the year, timidly. avoids eye contact, and then. 

oome the Christmas party, turns op m Lycra and starts 

flamenco dancing orrtop of the CD Rom. These are strange 
rime s; When we must re-evaluate our carefolly constnicted 
perceptions so radically. But tomorrow; it II all be OK: she 

will be mousey again. • . .-I . 

fTiarffc, ftnm Debenhams. thinks he may tap off with one 
of the ladi es tonight from the head office'’, but ferns that 
“because they all come from Basildon, the/re probably all 
lesbians”. 

Suzie contends this daim. . - 

“We are not lesbians. We just don’t fancy Charlie. Would 
you?” 

Michael, the boss of Chatham’s branch of Expanse Com- 
munications, is torn between his inalienable position as the 
company's authority figure — “respect comes naturally from 
distance, and respect is vital in maintaining the power struc- 
ture” - and his gut feeling that it would be beneficial, pub- 
‘ lie relations- wise, to be seen to be able 
to let his hair down for one special 
nigh t. T will wear the Santa bat,” he 
concludes, “but 1 will not dance oq the 
table. And you certainly cannot pho- 
tograph me in the Santa hat. Out of 
context, it may be misconstrued” 1 
“Can one maintain respect whilst in 
a Santa hat?” 1 ask. 

“There are no hard and fast rules,” 
admits Michael. “It is all in the indi- 
vidual’s psychological make-up. Hang 
on? What’s this?” 

Janine — from marketing - has just 
rested a jelly on Michael’s head, and 
the table turns, silently, to see how he 
will respond to this festive crack in the 
chain of respect. 

“That’s very funny.” says Michael. “Very funny indeed. 
He pauses. “But don’t think you an get away with that in the 
staff canteen tomorrow!” 

Everyone laughs and visibly relaxes. Michael turns and 
winks at me. “See?” he whispers. 

Over at the Islington branch of the Body Shop party - at 
Casper’s wine bar in Hanover Square — they are nervous 
that the Independent may misinterpret the fun to be some- 
thing bad, something illicit. 

“We’re doing nothing wrong. It’s just a laugh. Honestly. 
This isn’t a bad thing. You journalists always pick on us. But 
this is just fan. It doesn’t mean anything.” 

*Tm not pick in g on you,” I say, “although your foam bath 
doesn’t foam properly ” 

Tt does! It does! Especially the Venezuelan milk bath. 
Just put double the amount specified under the hot tap... 
and hang on. I don’t want to talk shop tonight. We’re hav- 1 
ing fan. There’s nothing wrong with that.” 

And at Anemos restaurant in Charlotte Street, some of 
the gentlemen watching the belly dancer are officers from 
one- of the local police stations, celebrating another suc- 
cessful year of crime fighting. 

Tf you take our photograph dose up,” one suggests, with 
a rather startlingly -unfestive facial expression, “we will find 
out where you live, follow you home, and make sure you never 
take another photograph in your life You’d better watch your- 
self We’ve got diplomatic immunity.” 

Tve got three of these tonight,” says the belly dancer. 
Tm o ff to Ealing and Acton next They’re a pretty quiet 
crowd tonight. A bit reserved.” 
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The new Elizabeth Jane Howard I A Georgina von Etzdorf scarf 


Leave the outside world locked in an icy 
embrace, stoke up the kindling, poke the Coalite 
and dive into the Cazalet chronicles. Casting Off 
- the fourth of Qizabeth Jane Howard’s quartet 
of fictions set between 1937 and 1947 and 
starring the titular family (the other three are 
available in fen paperback,- £4,95) - has just 
been published, to rave reviews (seepage 12). 
it's that rare literary phenomenon: The inteffigent 
saga, Imagne*. 2,000 p^es-of family-fortunes 
popular fiction at which highbrows do not sneer 
end which nervous middlebrows may admit to 
enjoying. Apart torn charting lO^ais of 
friendships, affairs, rows, war and reconrifettan. 
the books give you an unrivalled picture of Britain 
during ttefast war - the wallpaper you'd have 
chosen, the correct way of dealing with servants, 
the pecuBartaste <$$$onsd bread. Unmissable. 
■ Casting O/Yis. pubfched by MacMillan at 


Most people's idea of a scarf s something scratchy 

andvroo^thatyouw^ft^towearatschol 

and always managed to lose. As Isabella Rossellini, 

the Princess of \tefes, Mick Ja@sr and David- 

Bowie tefl you, a von Etzdorf scarf is 

something else. Hfertraderraffs are vetvetfehe 

wasresponsftteforthewhoteWvg 

satins and chifton wffii jndanfy recognisabe phots 

that look B® the dootecfandrfetfcsfcde$j in 

thought Whafsnwi^jpudsrftaEfriese ' 

tuscfotfilternsofrbnc&yw 

caiess your neck or s&p teesfeigftr from your 

shoulders. They ^^*hurr*tebia(d(riesswith..a 

hab of cetera; and transform a sforpte white shfrt 

Into a dandyish ouffit j .. 

■ Georgina voq Ebdorf Designs start at£85 
and are available from her shops at 50 . 
Burlington Arcade, London W1 (Q1714Q9 - 

-7789) and 149 Soane Street, bmdon SW1 - 
(0171-823 5638 : 
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Philip Glass in the. VufUfafcexhilB^fg-M 
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'.ill H r; l i i mwib 1 1 l i S £5 j-T 

SslA* < • i ; Vi If! 


as her leading dancers. Yoqhavefo pa^pyer V : 
£200 to see fevsratti or Domfogo « 

Garden. Toj^price tickets fo rlfetireatiHess^ 1 - - 
anticipated event ar^. wait for fo.^?50.cfawn ' 
to just £2. If you havwttseen 'Tharp', you-’ # 

haven’tseendance. : .. 1 . j;'-..:.- : 

■ Mr Wordtf-Wise. is at- CovsntGanien ; tetfdohr 
wc2.-7pm (0171^04 400DT tt;:-. 
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Ola3jraeH^^iib;Show 


■ - ‘r 


Ba^^^;are drt tte Those in London today 
and the odd., 
of the more exotic 

at 0%npra.'Purrwi1hdeHght at 
njJndiaJ.lte spotted Odcat ■ 
^;w S uif^’Tdr®hairs v Nww For^t and' 
l^^^on.ffeFtfjeffaJrsjjri your, back bristle 
Hairf^: Gat which looks 


* "yjt : -VT* I : •;>? R! ( ld»; . Mi i 


:S®^|^ r ^l^ appeare to have had its 
! eaE££apfe£l to te taf. Woafo-be drampion 
note; judges are ununpre^l by 
H*n^teXKfotes: Lad year’s' Cat of die Year 
StTe.of Grand Premier Chakel Ever 

Ftea(fyEdr^. - r. *■' ; 

:Blf£^'oral-Cat Qub'Show, 

asmfth^d;* LorKk«TV^4^1CL30am-5.30prn L 

;£4f£?dii!dren&OAPs- ■ 
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I he eyes, the bair, the handsrthey 
all say .-the same thing - don’t 
qjess. Thu is Sean Penn,HoHy- 
wood jperehniat bad boy, the 
man who, married Madonna, 
die ex-cotLLightiog his fourth 
cigarette ■ m 20 minutes, Benn leans 
-back and smiles' through a. haze of 
smoke. “Yoo knctw.people’S image of. 
you can beyeiy h^etating.” .7.1" 
Sean Penn w^35 last August. He 
has two. children by lus. former gjri- 


old'enough to.bave outgrown, the so- 
called “bratpadt" of the early Eighties,; 
iriwindj^ he abated topbiUm^w^Tb^ 

. . • 7 Q^istand Mickey Rourke.Bat he’s 
, ->pd^ enough.not tohave erased the 
. . repa^kHr he earned in those early 
years- m. ^^group_ of young, hot- 
bfocaed iniaje actd rs who wore their' 
.curled •lH^*and. bad attitudes like 
J^ad^sofmnlt it was something of an r 
arfrievemeoffoeanr the status of black 
7 sheep ;of tbelfe^^t But Penn rose 
tb the chaHim^lnagnificentty and 
foot the titte witbeas^rith a series of 
brawls and trad that made 

' ‘ him a publicrelaiibiis disaster area for 
the studios he worEed wfe.ftnn had 
leading roles in Bad J3^ (1983), The ' 
1 Falcon and the Snowrum -(1985) and 
Colors (1988), but hi$ ifotoriely 
, ' '.ticking bomb made f^-^rt^jqpular 
"7 • - with producers, who found his bebav- 
- four disruptive. - 7 

; Sean Peim the growiwfoisbw^- 
^ • • fog himself as a director, and, in doing 
; . ' so he’s demonstrating foekmd.ofdisv 


7 Theln^an Runner, wh/<± eamed mixed 
reviews, but was considered .good 
enough to give him a second shot He 
now -writes his own scripts and has- 
developed a knack of hustling HoDy-.- 
wood money to make films the way he 

. wants to make them. 

" " .' Pehn directed," -wrote and co^pro- 
^ h fclatt^ffhn, "The Crossing Guard, ~ 
_ astoryaf loss and revenge that has just 
opened .in the US. Ids also coaxed re- 
. 1 - markable performances from wo of 
.-; , : Hollywpods^^^ 

-7 ftknri and Anjelica Huston, asthepar-. 

eda pf a bey killed by a drunk drivta- in 
-• _.a. : bieafc harrowing film that makes few 
allowances for traditional, Hollywood 
■ rules (so happy endiqgshere). 

... Themovfowfll open in the"UKitext 
7.7 month, but it has already won critical 
acclaim in America - “beautifully 
atmospheric V said- Entertainment 
Weekly; “astonishing**, said the New- 
• York Observer; ^ ne of the most pow^ 


erful Sms this year'*, said New Yorker 
magazine. 

This is a far ay from Shanghai Sur- 
prise, the George Harnson-produced 
movie in which Penn co-starred with 
Madonna in 1986 while the two were 
married. HaUiwelTs Film Guide called 
the movie- “astonishingly abysmal”; 
the New York Times nominated it as “a 
strong candidate for worst movie of the 
. decade* 1 ; and Variety said the film was 
• “so bad it hurt”. 

. The bad boy in Sean Peon was sur- 
passing himself at this time; he was var- 
iously aocused of assaulting Madonna, 
‘..assorted paparazzi and a host of peo- 
_• pie unlucky enough to get in his way. 
'Die drugs and the alcohol didn’t help 
any and his career prospects were 
. looking distinctly B-list. Then in 1987 
he spent 37 days in the Los Angeles 
County jail for reckless driving, time 
. enough to decide that it would be a 
good idea to grow op a little. 

“Theyput leg irons on me, handcuffs 
real tight -and a belly chain - the whole 
works. It weren’t too comfortable.” 
We’re sitting in a Manhattan hotel 
room and Penn’s whole demeanour still 
suggests an edge. His face has the nicks 
. of a street, fighting man. In between cig- 
arettes be takes ice from a glass of 
Coke mid cracks if between his teeth 
- - not, perhaps; the most menacing of 
1 gestures, but you can imagine him 
doing tbesamethir^ to small rocks. His 
clothes are street smart. A grey jacket 
with two. shirts’. beneath, both with 
open necks, cuffbuttons undone. 

“I don’t see life as an opportunity to 
see bpwbad.thmgs can get, although I 
rhinklVe challenged it a bit.” He takes 
a de«p dfag" on bis cigarette and 
boughs; making a strange noise at the 
back of his throat “Like, I’ve got to give 
..these up: But in life you have to make 
some investment in uncomfortable 
dungs. Eke fear and pain and rage. Now 
I fhmklhave jostbuilt better channels 
for all thosefeelings.” . .. 

Seari Penn more or less announced 
his retirement from acting in 1991 so 
that he could concentrate on The 
Indian Runner. Then financial pres- 
sures forced him back in front of the 
lens to co-star in A1 Pacino’s Cariiio's 
Way, -a performance that won critical 
acclaim. Now he’s acting again, in 
Dead Man Walking , written and 
directed by his friend Tim Robbins. 

' (The movie will be released in the UK 
next March.) Penn plays a Death Row 
jnma te and his performance is chilling, 
putting him right up there with some 
of cinema’s most convincing villains. 


' The film is based on a book by Sister 
Helen Prejean, played in the film by 
Susan Sarandon. She was on Death Row 
with the character portrayed by Penn and 
she watched him recreate the scene. 
“Sean .was astonishing in the role. I was 
so convinced one time, I accidentally 
called him by the dead man's name 
[Matthew Ponoelet]. When I watched 
him again on film I couldn’t stop crying.” 
Sister Prejean believes that Penn’s per- 
formance should put him in line for an 
Oscar, not that he’ll get one. He’s still 
too much of an outsider. 

“The rule in Hollywood today is that 
a movie with more than two thoughts 
is an unsuccessful picture.” Penn leans 
forward and strikes the table. “Every 
fucking moment of your movie should 
be a big deal, and if it's not truly a part 
of your heart, then it’s garbage. I think 
this is now an incredibly cowardly 
business and it makes me very angry.” 

And what makes Penn very angry is 
this; that big money and big corporations 
such as Time Whmer and Sony have 
stifled creativity. "As far as I'm con- 
cerned, most people in this business are 
a bunch of scared puppies. 1 don't think 
it takes much to do something with 
thought Literally, you put three ideas 
together in a movie and you are my 
hero.” He leans back in his chair to 
exhale, a neat effect before pressing 
home his attack. “I can’t find those 
movies. Ever.” 

He’s prepared to make some excep- 
tions. Penn’s influences as a director 
are John Cassavetes, Martin Scorsese 
and Woody Allen. “Tm a huge fan of 
Woody. I've enjoyed all his work, even 
the bad ones. I would love to see Scors- 
ese direct a .Cassavetes script or Scors- 
ese direct Allen.” 

A nd he's a fan of European rinema. 
“France still has an active tradi- 
tion of treating films as a means 
of expression — 1 laved Betty Bhie. 

Here it’s just a business.” He lists 
among his favourite movies My 
Life as a Dog Swedish director Lasse 
Hallstrom’s 1985 feature about a young 
child’s summer with a relative in the 
country. “Ifs just a simple, beautiful story. 
It’s story-telling that happens to be done 
honestly, without some pat idea about 
how life is supposed to be. You have not 
seen one movie like that come out of this 
country. When 1 say that not much good 
comes out of Hollywood," continues 
Penn, on a roll now, “Tm including the 
so-called modemsj’ Quentin Thrantino? 
He’ll give ^ju Quentin Tarantino: “That s 
experimental naveau chic bullshit.” 


This kind of outspokenness you expect 
from Penn. Thoughtfulness, from a man 
once famed for tutting before thinking, 
is more surprising. In a year when Hol- 
lywood has been under attack by right- 
wing politicians (the Republican Sena- 
tor Bob Dole referred to it as a “cesspool 
of depravity”). Penn is concerned that 
the industry is entering a dark era of 
increasing repression, a trend he sees 
throughout the country. 

“1 think movies are moving further 
and further to the right. 1 think the 
whole country is moving further and fur- 
ther to the right.” Penn smiles, a twin- 
kle in his eye, as if he's daring you to cast 
him as a crank. Perhaps it's to empha- 
sise the point that his speech takes a 
wilder turn. “The only thing that’s been 
proved about moving to the right is that 
ultimately it gets taken too far and peo- 
ple rise up. The problem is now we no 
longer have a war on the streets where 
oppressed people are going u> be Turned 
against their own kind and then refuse 
to follow orders. We used to have the 
blacks in police cars and tanks oppress 
their own people, and there was always 
the chance one day they would just say 
‘no’ and would turn those weapons 
against the government. Now it's all 
technological. We have smart bombs 
and can do it all without human contact 
by pressing buttons, so we're fucked.” 

’ Penn rounds off this passage with a 
laugh, but he's not finished ycL Oh no. 
These days it is politicians, not paparazzi, 
who are on the receiving end of his 
famous temper. “They are still going to 
□eed a population at the end of the day 
to make money for them, so we are going 
to need a whole new kind of revolution, 
one that copes with this new global 
empire, which is all corporate. 

“You hope that movies can be 
important in defending freedom," con- 
tinues Penn, crunching ice and striking 
a match. “But if they can do good, they' 
can also be damaging. Movies are 
powerful medicine, for good and ill. 
Sometimes it’s hard to justify any 
involvement with Hollywood.” 

Penn has been involved, since birth. 
He was born into a show-business fam- 
ily and his brother Christopher is also 
an actor. He first made a splash in 1981 
as a military cadet in Taps. Then he 
played Jeff Spicoli, the ultimate surfer 
dude in Fast Times at Ridgemoni Nigh, 
a hilarious satire on teenage sex in the 
Eighties. The movie revealed a natural 
comic charm that Penn has rarely dis- 
played on film (and, given the recep- 
tion given to his pries ts-on-the-run 
comedy We're No Angels, with Robert 


De Niro, rare it is likely to remain). 

Despite some strong acting credits. 
Penn does not want to be seen as an 
actor. He accepted the role in Dead 
Man Walking because he loved the 
script and Tim Robbins is, like him. a 
writer/ director. He is scheduled to play 
Brendan Behan in a biographical movie 
about the Irish playwright, but he is not 
keen to lake on other roles. 

“Acting gives me far fewer choices.” 
he says. “When you act. the people 
around you are imposed from outside, 
right down to the prop shifters. I like 
to pick the people I have to be with at 
6am or 7am. When J start to write or 
direct I’m looking forward, looking at 
something i m not yet sure about. If I'm 
acting. I’m going back and looking ar 
something I already know.” 

M any who have worked with 
Sean Penn say he now takes 
his craft seriously: J mean, be 
Ls even said to arrive at the set 
on time, something no self- 
respecting wild man would 
build into his schedule (the young Penn 
was indeed a late shower on sets). It's 
clear he wants to be taken seriously. .As 
he focuses on the smoke above his head 
be appears to suruggle for the words that 
define his various personalities. He 
describes himself as “intuitive", 
“impetuous", and as "having trouble 
coping with my rage on occasion”. 

Perhaps the best clues to his person- 
ality and interests lie in the common 

thread that binds The Indian Runnerwiih 
The Crossing Guard and Dead Man 
Walking. All three arc about men in deep 
emotional trouble. “I'm interested in 
questions of guilt and rage,” says Penn. 
“What do you do with guilt aiid rage? 
And what is rage if ifs not a buffer for 
facing loss? The thing that paralyses us 
most is the fear of future loss, i guess 
w ith all these movies I'm trying to com- 
fort myself on that issue.” 

Penn gets up to stretch and walks 
around the room. He's only about 5fl 
din, but he packs a lot of energy into a 
small frame. He looks every inch the 
hard man, and he has the tattoo to 
prove ir: a heart on his left thumb. “I 
did the outline of this in jail.” he says. 
“I got bored. When I got out. a lady put 
her initials in the centre.” The heart has 
now been coloured in. the initials no 
longer visible. “Yep. some other lady- 
made me do that.” 

.Ah. the ladies. His marriage to 
Madonna lasted less than a year and 
ended in recriminations. He was seen 
with a string of other women and both 


he and Madonna accused each other of 
violent behaviour. Penn is an admirer of 
tough women. “1 like writing about 
women, my scripts tend to be little love 
letters to whoever l”m thinking about at 
that time. Little homages to their u High- 
ness. Women are the bane of my exis- 
tence but 1 always fall for them." 

Penn subscribes to the Hollywood 
mantra of honesty - something, he says, 
he seeks in his relationships { he reveals 
he's a one-woman -guv at heart) and in 
his movies. But scoff not: those who have 
worked with him most recently see him 
as the genuine, honest article. “Sean has 
a lot of strengths as a director.” says 
David Morse, who plays the target of 
Nicholson's rage in The Cnvsing Guard. 
“He has a real world view and that 
makes him want to tell the story his way.” 
Cathy Moriarty. an Oscar winner, has 
kepi a close eve on Penn's career for a 
decade: "Scan has no fear.” she says. 
"He has found his niche in life, he's a 
wonderfully talented director.” 

Bui Penn Ls no darling. He has proved 
himself a difficult customer to work with 
- an insider at one of the studios which 
has backed his projects savs: “Sean is a 
nightmare, he's so committed to his 
vision that in an argument he'll take no 
prisoners. It makes it hard to negotiate." 

Penn insists on absolute control as a 
director. His cut is the final cul he will 
allow no change of endings to satisfy 
some focus group in suburban Illinois. 
’As the writer of the film, I don't want 
anybody lo mess with iL” says Penn. "Bui 
there’s another side. I am selling a 
product and I want people to come and 
buy again, so if 1 have final cut author- 
ity. I can invite arguments into the 
process without feeling compromised. " 

At the VHl Fashion and Music- 
awards in New York this week Penn was 
a surprise guest, presenting a statue lic- 
it) Madonna. The- tabloids went crazv 
with speculation about a reconciliation. 
Penn lights another cigarette and blows 
smoke on the idea: the only kind of part- 
nership he won't rule out is an acting 
partnership. “I think she's an untapped 
talent -given the right material I’d work 
with Madonna. She's a very specific 
presence in the world and in mv life.” 

Brat turned director, knuckle-duster 
swapped fora dapper-hoard. Sean Penn 
has enjoyed the transition, but he 
wouldn't want you to think all his rough 
edges have been smoothed. “1 like the 
public perception of me that makes 
people loo scared to come up to mv table 
when I’m out haring dinner." He stubs 
out another cigarette. 'A had reputation 
is a hell of a device for privacy." 
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If he trots towards you 
chewing, get out quick 


{ [I ft y first job of the day is to 
[Wl check the pigs are all 
1 1 1 there and give them their 
morning feed. Wc have one 
boar and five breeding sows 
now', which is down a bit on 
last year, but still means we'll 
produce 35-40 piglets next 
Easter. 

"During the mating sea- 
son. before Christmas, I ean“t 
go in the pen because the boar 
would attack me. During the 
rest of the year he's usually all 
right: although if he trots 
towards you chewing hard 
irs time to get out - he“s 
sharpening his tusks against 
each other ready for a fight. 

"In the wild they're a dif- 
ferent thing altogether: veiy 
shy and retiring. A boar would 
have to be really pushed to 
attack, although dogs are a 
problem. They don't like 
them at all and if one comes 
sniffing around where they’re 
hiding they'll go at it. 

“My boar came originally 
from 'Poland - and like most 
Polish animals he‘s very big 
and black. The sows are much 
smaller and. coming from 
France, light brown. The herd 
lives in a bit of waste ground, 
fenced in with electric netting. 

“They each get a daily 
bucket of cake and two or 
three times a week I tip in a 
trailer load of stock potatoes. 
Wc would like our animals to 
be organic, but it would be 
uneconomic because the feed 
is four times the price. Instead 
we sell our animals as “addi- 
tive free" - reared without 
growth promoters, hormones 
and antibiotics. I worm them, 
but that's all in the way of 
medicines. A wild boar grows 
very slowly - five years before 
a big boor has finished - and 
you'can’t get round it. Feed- 
ing growth hormones and the 
like has been tried and it just 
doesn't work. 

“Last year I grew a field of 
fodder beet for them - I 
broadcast the seed by hand in 
a paddock they'd ploughed up 
and fertilised. I didn't bother 
to h3nrest it - just let them 
back in. 

“Most of our animals go to 
a “real meat’ shop two miles 
up the road, but I also sell to 
a game dealer. At first we had 
problems finding an abattoir 
- a wild boar's bristles are so 
coarse they clog up the 
machines and once one got 
frisky and had one of the 
butchers up against the wall. 
Now we have a deal where we 
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Daniel Butler talks to 
Andrew Holman, 
wild boar farmer near 
Knighton, Powys 

always send animals in pairs 

— they’re calmer in a herd - 
and they’re skinned rather 
than scalded. 

“A good animal will fetch 
£200. but even so. there's no 
money in wild boar farming: 
unlike sheep, there are no 
subsidies. Also, commercial 
pigs are ready for slaughter at 
four to six months, but it’s 18 
months before my animals 
reach lOOIbs. 

“To be honest, the real rea- 
son I do it is because I fell in 
love with them while I was on 
exercises in Germany. When 
I left the army and went into 
sheep farming, I wanted to 
diversify into something a bit 
more interesting. To find out 
more, I went to a conference 
where I expected everyone 
else to be like me - enthusi- 
asts. Instead I found most 
were commercial pig farmers, 
looking to increase the hardi- 
ness of their animals . 

“That’s because there’s 
very little work with wild boar 

- they are so tough they five 
outside all year round even 
though we’re 1,500 feet up. 
Unlike our 800 sheep, we 
never have to call the vet dur- 
ing farrowing. A boar’s pelvic 
contractions are so powerful 
they would break your arm if 
you tried to help and anyway 
the piglets are torpedo shaped 
and come rocketing out with 
no problems. 

“The only real headache is 
when one gets out. They 
immediately become veiy shy 
and nocturnal and shooting is 
the only answer. It's difficult 
and time-consuming. Unlike 
most animals, a wild boar’s 
eyes don't show up in a torch 
beam, so you have to bait 
where you can floodlight the 
whole area. Even then it can 
take nights of waiting . 
before you get a dear shot / 


A little local trouble 

A weekly round-up 
of rural rumpuses 

T he salmon are running. 

This is good news for 
fishermen - and for 
poachers. Andrew Veitch, a 
former manager with the 
Tweed Foundation and river 
bailiff, has just set up Fish 
First, a consultancy to 
advise landowners in the 
Scott isb Borders how to 
deal with poachers. He 
knows what he is talking 
about. In his 18 years on the 


rivers Mr Veitch has had his 
office set on fire and been 
threatened with beatings by 
poaching gangs. 

The growing reputation 
of the Clyde as a salmon 
river in particular is 
encouraging irregular 
methods of fishing. “It 
seems some members of the 
local population are gaining 
a certain notoriety for 
devising innovative ways to 
get the salmon out of the 
water," Mr Veitch said. 
“Crossbows have been 
mentioned, but at this stage 
I don’t know what advice 1 
could offer to stop that 
method of fishing." 




But they could just save your life. Meet the otterhounds. By Martin Whittaker 


A big shaggy hound called 
Cautious is straining at the 
leash, raring to go. Owner 
and trainer Karl Hop ton 
sees her up. “Go on then, 
Caushl.^find her... go on„ 
find her! 

And she’s off. her keen nose to 
the ground With Karl barely 
keeping up. Cautious pelts 
through the heather, down into, 
the valley, up the other side and 
then disappears over the brow of 
the hDL 

Soon she reappears with her 
quany, RSPCA supervisor Sheila 
Rowe, who was attempting to 
hide in the next valley. 

This is just a demonstration. In 
a proper training session die day 
before, another of Karl’s hounds, 
Grayling, managed to track some- 
body who’s scent had been arid for 
eight hours, across moorland ripe 
with the distracting scents of rab- 
bits, deer and New Forest ponies. 

Cautious and Grayling are 
otterhounds, an old and rare 
breed The earliest references of 
hounds being used to hunt otters 
go back to the thirteenth century. 
But it’s believed that the otter- 
hound as we know it was estab- 
lished as a breed in the 19th cen- 
tury. 

When otters became protected 
the hounds were used to hunt 
mink, for the show ring and occa- 
sionally as pets. Today there are 
reckoned to be only between 200 
and 300 left in this country. 

Now Karl Hopton has found a 
new job for the magnificent otter- 
hound - hunting people. He is 
training Cautious, Grayling and 
two other hounds for a new Track 


and Search - Dog Service for 
Dorset and the New Forest 

The scheme has financial back- 
ing from a number of local coun- 
cils and the approval of Dorset 
police, and is expected to be 
launched in January. Karl and a 
group of fellow otterhound own- 
ers will take turns to be on call, 
ready to respond in the event of 
an emergency. 

“About 18 people a year go 
missing here," says Karl. “OK, not 
a great problem if you compare it 
with somewhere like the Brecon 
Beacons. But it’s still a problem. 
The New Forest attracts a lot of 
visitors, and there are children 
who wander out of tents. Then 
there's the Dorset Coastal Path, 
which is absolutely deadly. 

Until now they’ve been using 
the police dog section to find 
people, but the otterhounds have 
the ability to track much longer 
and much colder scents than a 
police dog. 

Kari, 31, was a dog trainer with 
the Army when he first saw an 
otterhound being used by the 
Garda in Ireland to sniff out 
explosives. When he left the Army 
he became an animal welfare offi- 
cer with East Dorset District 
Council. Then one day he went to 
license a local kennels that bred 
otterhounds. 

I said I remember those - can 
1 take one out, see whether they’ll 
track men? They said by all means. 
So we kept going out every day, 
taking a different one. None of 
them had ever done it before, but 
they all had this ability. 

“They’re the hardiest breed I 
know - they just keep going and 



Cautious and Grayling; able to track 
much colder scents than police dogs 


Photographs: Alexander Caminada 

going. You could go through thick- 
est brambles and gorse with an 
otterhound and it wouldn’t bat an 
eyelid A bloodhound wouldn't 
even attempt it - It would go 
around and try to pick up the scent 
on the other side.” 

He’s been training four otter- 
hounds since April this year, and 
is now starting on a blood- 
hound-otterhound cross - a “blot- 
ter-hound" called Bowman. 

Out on moorland on the edge of 
the New Forest. Cautious and 
Grayling go lolloping through 
treacherous-looking bogs, and 
plunge into a ditch of brackish 


water, basking in it as if that’s 
where they belong In a sense, it is. 

“They’re built totally for the job 
they, used to do, explains KarL 
“They’ve got a veiy thick double 
coat, one of the coats is veiy why, 
rather like a waxy Barbour jacket 
If you tip a bucket of water over 
them it just runs off. You have to 
really soak them to get them wet 
“All dogs have a web foot, but 
the otterhound’s web is wider, and 
they’ve got. long ears that are 
heavily insulated They are made 
for the cold Scottish rivers - 
they’re tremendous swimmers. 

1 Training them, however, is oot 
easy. “Hounds are a dog-trainers' 
nightmare. They’re very indepen- 
dent -tfaeyTl do exactly what they 
want to do -suddenly pick up the 
scent of a rabbit and they’re off 
You have to be really patient with 
them, you have to tiy and channel 
that hunting instinct 
“We’ve put a logo op all our let- 
terheads - ‘Living in a world of 
scent 7 - because I believe these 
hounds are living in a world of 
their own. They're not in our 
world most of the time - they’re 
wandering along and they're so 
busy discovering the scent that 
they wander up to you and crash 
straight into your feet 
Another aspect of the otter- 
hound he loves is its placid nature. 
They’re completely non-aggressive 
both to other dogs and humans. 
Although some people do keep 
them as pets, Kari sees them more 
as working hounds. 

“Mine live in a kennel outside 
and I wouldn-’t have them in the 
house. The reason is that when 
they’re dirty, they're really dirty. 


Tty and imagine them coming out 
of the river, that coat fill! of 
water. And they have an odour 
about them. No - they're working 
animals.” 

So impressed is he with the 
otterhound’s nose, its power and 
its hardiness, that he would like 
to see one based with every 
search and rescue organisation in 
the UK. 

“That would be the ultimate for 
me. It would also give the otter- 
hound a complete role in life. At 
the moment it’s only the show ring 
that’s keeping them going and 
that’s a damn shame because 
they’ve got so much to offer." 

Jean Pretious, a retired breeder, 
has some 25 otterhounds at her 
kennels near Holsworthy in Devon 
and has helped keep the breed, 
going. Unlike Karl, she believes 
they do make good pets. 

: "The strength of the breed is 
that they’re totally adaptable and 
have lovely natures. They love 
children. 

“The only thing against them as 
pets is their ability to track. You 
have to have a secure garden 
because if they do get a scent of 
something they’re off Then again 
Fve had three go off for 24 hours 
and they all came back. 

“Fve heard some huntsmen say 
they’re thick, but I think that’s 
because they only see them doing 
one job. I find they’re extremely 
intelligent, but you do have to stay 
one step ahead of them. 

“Tm delighted with what Karl 
Hop ton’s doing because this gives 
the otterhound another outlet 
It’s a real shot in the arm for the 
breed." 
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TICKLED PINK 

Exquisite: yet Tamarisk 
is easy to grow 

£4.95 each inc. p&p 

The Tamarisk is an exquisite shrub 
which has delightful feathered foliage 
from early spring and in summer 
becomes a mass of rose pink flowers. 
Despite its delicate appearance. 
Tamarisk is incredibly easy to grow. 
After flowering, prune back every year. 
It can reach 12ft in height, but is best 
kept at a manageable 6 -8ft. You can 
buy one of these beautiful shrubs for 
just £4^95 inc. p&p and VAT. 



HOW TO ORDER 

Ring 0161-431 6431 the CREDIT CARD 
ORDER HOTLINE (24 hours sarvtoe). 
Import a nt; Please quote ING 799 when 
ordering. OR fin in coupon quoting your 
Access/Visa number or send with 
crossed cheque/postal orders. 

NO CASH Diease to: 

Independent Tbnarisk Offer, 

PO Box 54, 

South Want bWrict Office. 
Manchester M16 SHY, 

Wa dokvw ta addresses in the UK arty. 
Please Mow 28 days tar deUnry. 

Return vrithin 7 days tor refund if not 
completely satisfied. Offer Is subject 
to avaBabiHty. 
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Monstrous stone gargoyles keep vigil over an abandoned Gothic mansion. 
Do they know the answer to the riddle of why it was never finished? 


F br some people it is the all- 
time white elephant, both 
useless and insatiable. For 
others it is a priceless archi- 
tectural jewel. Without ques- 
tion it is unique. 

I refer to Woodchester, the 
Gothic mansion tucked deep 
among the woods in a valley 
near Stroud. Begun in 1858, 
abandoned unfinished in 
1871, never completed, ad- 
orned by monstrous stone 
gargoyles, it remains an amaz- 
ing memorial to the religious 
enthusiasm of its creator, 
William Leigh. 

A successful merchant and. 
in middle age, a convert to 
Roman Catholicism, Leigh 
set out to create a building 
that would be not only his 
own home, but also a replica 
of a medieval monastic com- 
munity. Having quarrelled 
with his first architect, Augus- 
tus Pugin (who also designed 
the House of Commons), he 
put the project in the hands 
of a young local man, Ben- 
jamin Bucknall, who had 
been strongly influenced by 
that master of Gothic revival, 
VioIlet-le-Duc, 
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The result was an Immense 
edifice of pronouncedly 
Gothic character with the 
heavy buttresses and steeply 
pointed , arches one would 
expect in a church, built 
almost entirely of stone, and 
incorporating a chapel, a bak- 
ery and a brewery. Such was 
the scale of it, so foie the work 
of the masons, that rumour 
claimed Leigh planned it as a 
sanctuary for the Pope, who at 
one stage had been driven 
from the Vatican by revolu- 
tionary pressures. 

After an initial three-year 
spurt, construction slowed, 
and doddered on for another 


decade before coming to a 
halt. Why it stopped, we shall 
never know. Leigh, living on 
the rim of the valley only a few 
hundred yards away, must 
have gone down a thousand 
times to see bow his qew 
home was progressing and it 
must-have been with a heavy 
heart that he called a halt 

Did he run out of money? 
'Was he worried by declining 
health? Why did his builders 
leave wooden scaffolding a 
ladder and even some of their 
tools onsite? 

The roof was on,but many 
of the windows remained un- 
glazed. Fbr more than a cen- 
tury and a quarter the wind 
has whistled through the 
great, gaunt shell - and, para- 
doxically, the feet that so much 
air goes through has helped 
preserve it. Nevertheless, by 
1986 rain had started to pen- 
etrate tiie ropC and if Stroud 
District Council had not 
stepped in to buy it from the 
offshore trust which owned it, 
parts would have collapsed. 

Now the building is in foe 
care of the Woodchester 
Mansion Trust, a band of ded- 


icated volunteers who rent It 
from the Council for a nom- 
inal sum and open' it to the 
public on selected weekends 
in Sommer. By raising more 
than £10.000 a year, to sup- 
plement grants from the 
Council and English Her- 
itage, they have been able to 
cany out preliminary repairs. 
They have also installed elec- 
tricity and running water, and 
made a few rooms usable for 
meetings; but their aim is to 
restore the entire structure. 

The cost will be astronom-. 
ical-£3 million at least- but 
tbeThist, undaunted, recently 
appointed a practising archi- 
tect, Robert Stfling as appeals 
manager. He aims to attract 
sponsorship from firms keen 
to have their names associ- 
ated with the house, and 
hopes that day courses will 
become acceptable as events 
for people pursuing their own 
Continued Professional 
Development. 

Die mansion is of burning 
interest to architects, for its 
unfinished interior displays 
Victorian building methods in 
a way tbat can be seen 


nowhere else. It is also used 
as a centre for masterclasses 
In stone working techniques. 

Yet avisit leaves one aston- 
ished by the house’s imprac- 
ticality. Although Bucknall 
prescribed numerous ventila- 
tion shafts, he made no pro- 
vision for central heating 
except in the chapel. The sin- 
gle lavatory is high up on the 
second floor. There is one 
bath, carved from a single 
block of stone. The kitchen is 
tiny, and a day’s maxeb from 
the dining room. 

Luckily these deficiencies 
cause no inconvenience to 
the four rare species of bats 
which -inhabit the brewery at 
the back of tbe house during 
summer and autumn. So 
highly foought-of are these, 
the only residents, that Eng- 
lish Nature pays foe Trust 
about £1,500 a year as rent for 
their lodging. 

Enquiries to 
Robert Stiling, 
Woodchester Mansion 
Trust, Old Town Hall, 
Stroud, Glos GL5 1AP 
{01453 750455). 
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Dress: formal. Result 

Something strange happens when we are required to dress 
up. The more we spend, the worse we look. By Louise Levene 



They’ve got it 



[ fay do ihe British dress 
up so badly? Famous for 
our sense of occasion we 
seem to have no sense 
of occasion wear. Send 
. them a wedding invita- 
tion and normally well-dressed 
women wQl throw money at some- 
thing in emerald green with shoul- 
der pads. Stipulate “black tie” and 
sober suited men will truss them- 
selves into Doisy brocade cummer- 
bunds. The nation’s wedding pho- 
tographs are a testament to bad 
taste and bad spending. 

It could be genetic. There could 
be some deep, inborn reason why 
British women look less chic the 
. more imortant the occasion, and 
the more they lavish on the outfiL 
Ladies Day at Ascot, the wedding 
pages of Hello! and Debeofram’s 
changing room all provide ample 
opportunity for hilarious disbelief. 

Men don't really have this prob- 
lem. Largely because there is far 
less latitude in whatthey can wear 
to functions. You may not always 
approve of his ties, but you won’t 
catch Tony Blair in a turqoise 
edge-toedge jacket. A suit is a suit 
It might not fit very well, but it’s 
unlikely to look ridiculous in the 
wedding photos. This is the special 
prerogative of the bride's mother. 

The strain of wedding arrange- 
ments seems to send an otherwise 
sensible woman into a tailspin of 
panic that leavesthem gasping for 
breath in Selfridges designer 
department clutching a black and 
yellow geometric two-piece with 
orange -piping. More depressing 
still. Brides magazine calculates 
that the whole shebang will have 
cost her an average of £300. And 
shell probably never wear it again. 

Suae ftiux, ownerof the London 
shop \\hrdrobe, which prides itself 
on giving advice to the serious 
clothes hound, doesn’t blame the 
shopper. “They’ re shopping in the 
wrong shops,'’ she asserts, some- 
what predictably. lot of people 

will tend to go to department 
stores. There is never any advice 
for formal occasions and people . 
either underdress or overdress.” 

Maybe it’s lack of example. 
The only women, in public life 
sporting distinctive daywear are 
TV presenters and Members of 
Parliament -and their dress sense 
is virtually interchangeable. Sar- 
torially, there is nothing to stop 
Joan Ruddock becoming a weath- 
ergiri and Suzanne Charlton tak- 
ing over as shadow spokesman on 
environmental protection. The 
paintbox palette favoured by 
women in the public eye features 
high on Susie Faux’s bit list: 
“Ikight ocrfouis should be saved for 


somewhere where it's hot They 
tend to show that a woman's 
unconfident. They're saying l*m 
not sure that you’ll look at me 
unless I wear a bright colour’.” 

Dearly, few MPs have availed 
themselves of Ms Faux’s advice.' 
The gaily coloured, boxy collarless 
jacket (a tailoring dodge pre- 
sumably dreamed up by someone 
who couldn’t cut their way out of 
a paper bag) was pioneered by 
Mrs Thatcher after her makeover 
by Aquascutum in 1987. Ever 
since, the only female MP who 
looks as if she has got up. opened 
the cupboard, chosen some 
clothes and slipped them on is 
Virginia Bottomlev. Virtually 
everyone else looks as if their 
wardrobe for the day was hiked 
over from Alexon. 

The Ftichsia Jacket Syndrome, 
exemplified by Harriet Harman 
reaches its glorious apotheosis in 
- Teresa Gorman. Mrs Gorman, 
whose daywear can be sum- 
marised as Escada-a-go-go, 
clearly approaches every day in 
the optimistic belief that she will 
receive a last-minute invitation to 
a bar-tnitzvah in Barnet This 
may also explain why Margaret 
Beckett always looks as if she's 
just had a run in with a bag of 
Dolly Mixtures. 

But at least she is in no danger 
of bumping into someone dressed 
the same. This proverbial sartor- 
ial embarrassment occurred 
repeatedly at this summer's wed- 
dings as fashion victim after fash- 
' ion victim fell prey to the candied 
charms of the little pink suit. 
Some of the more fashionable 
nuptials looked like a Barbie doll 
convention. This collective unin- 
telligence manifests itself period- 
ically in social fashions and the 
herd instinct is particularly strong 
this year. - Twenty years ago it was 
the frilly white blouse and black 
velvet jacket that upholstered the 
drinks parties of the middle d asses. 
Today it’s that sleeveless security 
blanket The Urtle Black Dress. 
Every season, designers announce 
the death of black and the birth of. 
say, tangerine and every season the 
buying public listens politely then 
tells Stem where they can stick 
their tangerine. Black is slimming 
and it doesn ’i show the dirt (crucial 
in a country that spends an aver- 
age of £19 per family per year on 
dry cleaning; America spends four 
times as much). 

Susie Faux is a big fan. “The lit- 
tle black dress is the best thing 
that ever happened to women.” 
Yes. but isn’t it just a teensy bit 
boring? “It's never mattered for 
men’s tuxedos. If only women 


could get to that position.” 

The little black dress has its ori- 
gins in Parisian thrift In theory its 
tasteful anonymity will blind your 
acquaintance to the fact that you 
wear the same ebony sack to 
every festive gathering. The 
soignee look its wearers have in 
mind would be all well and good 
if they were only willing to spend 
a few bob on their hair. Sadly, the 
typical Englishwoman's idea of a 
hairdo is to shampoo it. 

Such habitual parsimony char- 
acterises the Englishwoman's 
wardrobe. Suae Faux is merciless 
in her condemnation of cheap 
clothes: “You can always tell a 
cheaper jacket People who think 
you can just change the bunons 
don’t know anything about clothes 

Ms faux doesn't reckon you can 
buy a decent evening dress for a 
penny less than £500. Sony I asked. 

Menswear can be cheaper. 
Alan Bennett, an old school Sav- 
ile Row tailor, reckons that £330 
would be the absolute bottom line 
for an off-the-peg dinner suit. He 
would, of course, rather you let 
him make it. This would set you 
back around £1250 but, unlike 
most little black dresses, the result 
would last between 10 and 20 
years. Black tie is enjoying some- 
thing of a renaissance but white tie 
and tails is in serious decline. 
Expensive, seldom required and 
hemmed around by rules and reg- 
ulations, the unpopularity of the 
old soup-and-fish is hardly sur- 
prising. Hardy Amies' unwitting 
comedy classic The Englishman's 
Suit is very strict on the matter: “It 
is not elegant to wear a wristwatch 
with tails. Sensitive men who lack 
a “dress” watch keep their wrist- 
watches in a waistcoat pocket”. No 
wonder white tie panics have 
become virtually obsolete. 

Black tie supposedly allows 
more “scope for individuality” 
but this is usually just a 
euphemism for the hideous waist- 
coats and bow ties that accom- 
pany it. Hardy Amies will have 
□one of this: “You simply cannot 
wear a scarlet satin tie; it is over- 
whelmingly ‘naff. Nor may you 
wear any coloured or any pat- 
terned tie.” Black tie abuse 
reaches its nadir at awards cere- 
monies. Hugh Grant manages to 
behave himself but British style 
gurus are outraged as star after 
star twinkles by in Nehru jackets, 
black shirts, polo necks ... Let's 
hope Hardy Amies isn’t watching. 

“The young can have their 
fling, but the fling should not go 
so far as to allow a white tie with 
a dinner coat,” he frets. Tell that 
to Chris Eubank. 




When il comes to black tie, don’t muck 
around with novelty lies, patterned 
waistcoats or Nehru jackets. Follow Hugh 
Grant's lead and play it straight 




From the clothes she wears you wouldn't 
mistake the Princess ot Wales for an MP or a 
weather girl, whose styles are entirely 
interchangeable. Note the absence ot boxy 
jackets, gilt buttons and orange piping 


They haven’t 


Some gifts are more 
special than others at 
Christmas. 
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So are some writers. 


The 

. *i UNMISSABLE ’ SUNDAY TIMES . 

new novel from 
• THE FINEST THRILLER 
WRITER IN THE WORLD’ 

DAILY TELEGRAPH 

Out now in paperback hom all good bookshops. 

m HaspcfCoQinsPaperbock 


Avoid 

Fuschia pink 

Any print with flowers bigger than your head 

German clothes {Escada or laurel) 

Be way of 

Sleeveless dresses - the upper arms is often 
rather a grey area at this time of year 

Anything with a slit up the back 

Remember 

tf it takes that much hairspray, you haven’t 
had it cut properly 

Try to imagine how you will feel about the 
photos in 10 years’ time 

Men, ask yourself; Do I look like a professional 
snooker player? If so, ditch the waistcoat 

Women, ask yourself: 'Would Teresa Gorman/ 
Paula Yates wear this? If the answer is yes, 
stay at home 



Not only does he wear jodhpurs and lace-up 
boots, but Chris Eubank is sporting a 
patterned tie. anathema to the school of 
classic British dressing subscribed to by 
Hardy Amies 


Julie Goodyear suffers from the Fuschia Jacket 
Syndrome, which says Tm not sure you'll look 
at me unless 1 wear a bright colour.' Ihe 
dangly earrings may be her trademark but 
they are also a mistake 


the thing about. . . 

The V&A shop 


H ave you bought your tannenbaum 
yet? Have you gone through that 
Victorian ritual of cut rural plagia- 
rism that results in the deaths ofnril- 
lions at Norwegian spruces every 
year? Have you dragged your prey 
into the living room, taken the paint 
off the door jambs and scattered nee- 
dles across the shag-pile where they 
will defy the Hoover for months? 

Good. Bui it’s looking a bit bare just 
standing there, isn't it? AH that green 
roust look rather spartan among the 
knick-knacks and the cards on the 
mantelpiece. What you need is some 
baubles. Many people head for Wool- 
worths or die market and stock up with 
a job-lot for a fiver. Get the kids to 
sling them up, sing a couple of carols 
and bobsleigh’s your uncle. 

Or, of course, there is a higher 
plane of Yuletide decor, and it can be 
found at the V&A. 

The thing about the Victoria and 
Albert Museum is that nobody can 
fault the taste. The place is sniffed to 
its elegant rafters with shiny things and 
curlicues and silverware worthy of 


Ivana Trump, but every piece draws 
gasps of pleasure from the design- 
weary public. .And its shop is one of the 
most impressive in the country, arous- 
ing lust in all who cross its threshold. 
Christmas at the V&A shop is a 
bygone dream. The central aisle is 
given over to the things you put on 
Christmas trees: those dangly. spangly 
and generally OTT evidences that 
rococo is alive and living in our hearts. 

These are the glass balls, plaster 
cherubs, antiqued gold acorns, silken 
tassels, patterned boxes, crackers, 
trumpeting angels and spun-silk con- 
fections that hang on trees in. sav, u 
Merchant Ivoty production of Flam- 
bards. They go with spiced wine in tiny 
silver cups, children from the village 
singing Gttd Best Ir Merry Gentlemen 
and ihe emin? servants' hall lining up 
for their Christinas boxes. 

And they are objects ihat only the 
artistic rich will buy. Only the artistic 
rich have the kinds of houses that 
won't look tawdry by these evidences 
of exploding fecundity. An ivory-and- 
gold lozenge five inches deep (£6-5U) 



needs a tree at least 10ft tall to cany 
iL which in tum dictates highcr-than- 
uverage ceilings. Rows of cherubs 
plucking on harps and blowing on pan 
pipes don't really go with Ikca seat- 
ing and fitted carpets 
More important, though, are the 
costs involved. The thing about the 
V&A Christmas decorations is that 


Tempted by decorations at the Victoria 
& Albert shop Photo: Kalpesh Lathigra 


they'll set you hack a groat or two. I’m 
not saving that they're bad value for 
money - these are seriously gorgeous 
examples of their type - hut the 
cheapest item, a robin with real feath- 
ers. costs 75p. and those velvet -a nd- 
hrocadc-covvred halls run io£b_3ll. 

A red-and-gold dressed Morgana 
le Fey-style fairy retails at the hum- 
bugging price of £37.5U, A five-minuie 
trolley dash could easily leave you 
with little change front £300, and this 
fur fripperies which will be used for 
three weeks a year and half of which 
w ill emerge mysteriously broken from 
the attic next winter. Then again, 
those dangling cherubs with musical 
instruments (£1.25-£2.25) would look 
lovely hanging from bushes in your 
garden in summer, and the cardboard 
boxes covered in medieval tapestry' 
scenes are terrific fur reducing tod- 
dlers to tears. Go, enjoy, wish you 
were rich and maybe buy a jolly little 
putto for the bathroom. 


Serena Mackesy 
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Call 0345 754 754 
(please quote ref IM6V) 
for details of our 
Centra) Heating 
Installation offer, now. 
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If it fails the 
test, the teddy 
bear gets it 


In a warehouse in Wembley, men in 
white coats are abusing cuddly toys in 
the name of safety. By Karen Falconer 


F ar from Lapland and 
Father Christmas's dili- 
gent elves, men and 
women in white coats are 
busily chipping away with 
little hammers in labora- 
tories: setting light to a teddy 
here, dropping a lead weight on 
a plastic aeroplane there, dipping 
paint scrapings into chemical 
concoctions. They have no mag- 
ical powers, sleighs or reindeer, 
but nonetheless they're doing an 
essential job to make Christmas 
fun for children. 

These are the modern Father 
Christmas helpers, the technolo- 
gists and trading standards offi- 
cers who check toys to ensure 
that they don't escape the rigor- 
ous safety measures now in place 
in both Europe and much of the 
rest of the world, including Hong 
Kong and China. 

All year round they visit facto- 
ries, laboratories and retail outlets 
in Britain and the Far East But 
the run up to Christmas is the 
time they have to be particularly 
attentive, for 55 per cent or over 
£800m worth, of all the new toys 
sold each year leap from the 
shelves within just a few weeks. 
And, as the rush rises and popu- 
lar toys become temporarily 
extinct so the chance of inferior, 
or even dangerous, products slip- 
ping through the net increases. 

It's when the mainstream 
retailers under-order for peak 
periods that problems emerge. 


Last year the high street ran out 
of Power Rangers as what had 
been a slow-selling toy suddenly 
became all the rage. Immedi- 
ately, poor quality fakes flooded 
on to market stalls and shops set 
up specially to profit from the 
Christmas rush. 

Tbo often, at least according to 
their high-street competitors, 
these toys are substandard and 
may not conform to the strict reg- 
ulations on safe play, inflamma- 
bility and toxicity. 

When I visited the SGS labo- 
ratory on a dark industrial estate 
in the Wembley area, I was 
expecting to see hordes of toys 
stacked in piles around the place. 
Instead. I found a series of lab- 
oratories more like a .school sci- 
ence lab than a toy workshop, 
with inconspicuous testing equip- 
ment such as a heavy weight on 
a metal pipe under which toys 
were placed to see how easily 
they’d crush. The under-threes 
plastic truck didn't even creak as 
it was pounded by the umpteen- 
kilogram weight. 

As a highlight, I was looking 
forward to seeing a teddy bear 
burst into flames. Instead, the 
£4.99 teddy from Woolworth’s 
simply singed as the lighter burnt 
away at it It didn’t even drip hot 
plastic. The idea of combing a 
soft toy with a metal detector also 
came as a surprise. But a piece 
of broken needle from a machine 
can mean disaster for the recip- 



Bear-facttJ torture: a teddy undergoing trials at the SGS laboratory in Wembley, west London 


ient child - and the producer. 

At every stage the proccesses 
are finnicky and time-consuming. 
One man has been doing the tests 
for lead content in paints for 10 
years. He sits at a machine, with 
scalpel in hand, scrapes off the 
paint, then dips it into a chemi- 
cal solution. If there’s too much 
lead, the colour changes. As it 
needs careful monitoring, it's 
impossible to automate the 
process. “We’ve offered him 
other jobs,” said the floor man- 
ager, “but although he's very 
intelligent and intellectual, he’s 
happy to keep doing this one - 
and he does it incredibly well.” 

Another test is that for small 
parts, in which pieces of a toy are 
dropped into a throat-sized metal 
tube to see whether they would 
block a child's windpipe. But, 
there are other potential prob- 


lems to identify: inferior quality 
stuffings in soft toys, traditionally 
one of the most problematic 
areas; infected water in water 
toys; bad qualify plastics; wheels 
in battery-powered cars that 
might trap or take off a child’s 
finger. The list is long. 

Each year there are around 
1,000 reported toy accidents -but 
experts insis t that most of these 
have nothing to do with the toy 
itself, but are related to leaving 
a car where someone will trip on 
it, or falling with a doll in hand 
and poking out an eye. Tbday’s 
fears, they insist, are based on 
experiences 30 years old. “A 1955 
newspaper cutting,” says Ian 
Scott, vice president of the 
British Tbys and Hobby Associ- 
ation “talks about the eyes com- 
ing out of teddies. Then they 
used to be fitted glass on ametal 


stem, dipped in glue and stuck in. 
Now they’re locked in with a 
washer behind. Regulations are 
becoming so tight now, it’s got to 
a point where it’s really silly: 
before long, the way things are 
going, it wOl be a case of ttys 
should be seen and not beard. 7 ’ 
Whether that’s true or not, it 
is beyond dispute that some toys 
do slip through the safety nets. 
Particularly when money is tight 
(the toy trade is notoriously slack 
this year), consumers take more 
risks and buy away from rep- 
utable outlets. A spokesman for 
the British Standards Institute 
said that sometimes retailers will 
report competitors selling infe- 
rior goods. “Companies spend a 
lot of money on making sure that 
other people’s products pass the 
grade,” he said. “The biggest 
form of policing is self-policing. 


Competitors shop people.” 

Bernard Buckley, qualify 
assurance manager at Wool- 
worth, denied this. “We wouldn't 
shop competitors.” be said, and 
related a tale about a toy he 
foiled recently on grounds of 
toxicity. “The toy was over the 
lead limit but I can’t tell yon what 
toy it was because someoae else 
is selling it.” 

Mr Buckley, like other major 
toy players, is keen to point out 
how thorough his company's 
checks are. “We visit Hong Kong 
twice ayear, following the buyers 
around,” he said. “We discuss 
our findings and any need to 
modify a new product The factory 
will then send us a sample for 
approval. We review the product 
and then get a revised sample.” 

In addition, big retailers and 
manufacturers no rmall y emp loy a 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


third-party safety agency like SGS 
to keep a regular eye on the fac- 
tory, including spot checks when 
most of the product has been 
packed. “That way we don’t ship 
30,000 toys only to find them 
unacceptable when they arrive," 
said Mr Buckley. Naturally, not 
every single toy is checked, but if 
100 out of 3,000 are checked, the 
law of probability suggests that the 
rest should be safe. 

Without a doubt, as big busi- 
nesses controls more and more of 
the toy indnstry, there’s less and 
less room for shoddy goods. But, 
while there's any risk, it’s worth 
watching out for qualify criteria 
recognised by the trade: the 
European Union’s CE mark and 
the latest mark of authenticity: the 
British Association oflby Retail- 
ers’ little green sticker saying 
“Approved Lion Mark Retailer ’. 


CHRISTMAS CDs FOR 
EVERY READER WITH 
THE INDEPENDENT 





R ock & Roll Legends com- 
prises 12 tracks by six artists 
who. between them, turned 
pup music on its head and is the 
final ideal CD gift we arc offering 
you this week. 

For £2.99 a copy, including free 
postage and packing. Rock & Roll 
Legends is the perfect stocking filler 
for Christmas. You may order as 
many Rock & Roll Legends CDs as 
you wish for £2.99 each but first you 
must collect two differently num- 
bered tokens. 

On Sunday and Monday we gave 
you Tokens ! and 2 and on order 
form for our first CD, Christmas 
Carols. On Tuesday and Wednesday 
we gave you Tokens 5 and 4 plus 
the order form for our second CD, 
Real Blues. 

On Thursday we gave you Token 5 
and on Friday we gave you Ibken 6 
and an order form for Gassical Mas- 
terpieces. Today wc are printing 
Tokens 7 and 8 plus 
the order form for 
Rock & Roll Leg- 
ends. 

You can use any 
combination of two 
differently numbered 
tokens to order any 
of the four CDs. 

Only orders received 
by Tuesday 12 
December 1995 will 
be guaranteed deliv- 
ciy for Christmas. If 
your order is 
received after this 
date, please allow 28 
days dclivciy. The 
offer is subject to 
availability and is 
applicable to readers 
in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland 
(please send Sterling 
only). If you have 
any queries, please 
call: 01708 386888. 

The offer doses on 
31 March 1996. 



MUSIC FROM ROCK 
& ROLL LEGENDS 

1. Carl Perkins: Blue Suede 
Shoes 

2. Jerry Lee Lewis: Great 
Bails Of Fire 

3. Little Richard: Good 
Golly Miss Molly 

4. Fats Domino: Blueberry 
Hill 

5. Quick Berry: Memphis 
Tennessee 

6. Buddy Holly’s Crickets: 
That’ll Be The Day 

7. Carl Perkins: Honey 
Don’t 

S. Jerry Lee Lewis: Whole 
Lotta Stakin' 

9. Little Richard: Tbtti 
Fruitti 

10. Kits Domino: Blue Mon- 
day 

11. Chuck Berry: Maybe line 

12. Buddy Holly's Crickets: 

Weil Alright 




Please axnpkte your order form in btocfc capitals. 


Title: (Mr.'Mn/Ms) Initiate:.. 

Surname - — 

Address^ 


:€H] 


:stmas; 

>S :-'X- 


Postcode:. 


Tel No:. 


token 8 


. iqtylChdstmas Carols 
. (qtyJReal Blues 

-(qty)Ctassfeal Masterpieces 

. (qty)Bock & RoH Legends 



Total number of CDs (each at £199) 


Total value of cfacque/posial order = 
£ 


Please make cbequch'posul orders payable Id 
“Newspaper Publishing IP2". Enclose your 
Cheque, order form, tokens and send to: Indepen- 
dent Christmas CDs Offer. .Admail 494, Stratford 
Place, London WtE 9HR. Please write your 
name and address on ihc bade or your cheque. 
Please aflcm CS days dehveiy. The closing date is 
March 31 1996. Oder subjed to arailabiliry and 
applicable to readers in tbe UK and Eire (please 
send Sterling only). 

Q Please tick ibis box if you do nM Srish to 

receive future makings from Newspaper Publish*, 
ing pic or from companies approved by Newspa- 
per Publishing pk. Registered in England 
19US967 Newspaper Publishing pfc. 


! ^independent: 
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Have a politically correct Christmas 

been the year of shaving Ken, ethnic Barbies and the wheelchair doll. By Sally Williams 


fs been a good year for dolly 
minorities. Hike men drills, 
for example. Ken had previ- 
ously always been just Mr Bar- 
bie - Barbie’s partner at the 
ball. Barbie’s groom at Bar- 
bie’s wedding. But now Ken is 
a doll in bis own .right: as 
Shaving Fun Ken and Bay- 
watch Ken. 

And then there axe the 
black Barbies. Tropical Splash 
Christie (intended to be 
African-American, but actually 
looking Polynesian) hit the 
scene this year, complete with 
tropical flower bikini, and 
some Tropical Splash friends 
including Tferesa (Hispanic) 
and Kiera (Asian). 

Tbys that reflect racial and 
sexual diversity are not new. 
Sasha multi-ethnic dolls were 
popular in the Seventies and 
Barbie’s first black friend, 
France, was launched in 1967. 
Black dolls may not be news, 
but, says David Coombs, edi- 
tor of Toy Trader, but the fact 


that more and more compa- 
nies are now pushing politi- 
cally correct lines, is. 

Parents wanting to wish 
their children a Politically Cor- 
rect Christmas this year can 
choose, among others: S indy’s 
first black friend. Crimp & 
Bead Imani launched this 
August by Hasbro; the only 
wheelchair doll - the Little 
Tikes Wheelchair, Ramp and 
Friend; a blade “drink and 
weT baby doll, Aysha, or a soft 
bodied black baby boy doll 
Junior, both recently launched 
by Hunter Tbys. There’s also 
. an updated version of Subbu- 
teo, the footballing game, 
which now includes three 
black players per team. ' 

Even the aggressive Power 
Rangers are, in feet, accord- 
ing to David Coombs, “very 
right on,” and not just because 
they eat in a health food bar. 
He explains: “One of the girls 
is Asian, two of the boys are 
blade, and yet the boys do the 


same as the girls; and the 
blacks do the same as the 
whites. Children watching will 
identify with both sexes and a 
wide range of races - and that 
has to be positive.” 

According to David 
Coombs, the same is true of 
Pocahontas. "Thanks to Poca- 
hontas, children are now iden- 
tifying with a Native American 
Indian.” Critics may argue that . 
the doll looks as much like a 
American Indian as Naomi 
Campbell, but, says Dave 
Coombs: “Dolls axe aspira- 
tionaL They depict the person 
the little girl would like to be, 
or the person she woqld like as 
her friend Black Barbie may 
not look like a real black per- 
son. but who looks like the 
blonde, bhie-eyed Barbie?" 

Nevertheless, a desire to 
reflect a changing society is 
what motivates some toy man- 
ufacturers to produce more 
PC toys. “We just believe pro- 
ducing dolls like Aysha and 


Junior is a healthy thing to do," 
said Jimmy Hunter, managing 
director of Hunter toys. Retail- 
ers like John Lewis, Hamleys 
and Toys R Us agree, but 
Hunter said more rural outlets 
can’t see the point “If yon live 
in Forfar. Scotland, you're not 
going to come across too many 
Asians or Wfest Indians. It’s not 
that people are racist, it’s just 
that they don’t think about it” 

This is one of the reasons 
why blonde Lucy sells better 
than Aysha, and why Tropical 
Splash Christie only accounts 
for 10 per cent of the Tropical 
Splash range. A couple of 
years ago Hasbro was forced to 
withdraw a black Action Man, 
due to poor sales, so the future 
for Imani could be bleak. 

Not so for Barbie. Mattel has 
big plans for her in 1996. Per- 
haps die most radical of all is 
not the black Baywatch Barbie, 
but the fact that shop-tfll-you- 
drop, disco-dandng Barbie is to 
become a school teacher. 



bazaar 


Bestsellers 

Top 10 items sold at The Leading Edge 

If job are oae ef those people who gives their friends useless 


-£9.99 


Good thing/ 
Mad thing 


or 


best-sdling products last month: 


1 Miracle tii aw defrosting tray. 


t Mini sisatsu fuassapt _ 

3 liiraMmero recorder) _ 

£29.99 

CfflO Q 

4 FM Sounds mini raia (world's smallastl.. 

CWQQ 

5 Tsubo massager (uses heat and vibration) 

6 \ftrice orfaraser 1024K . 

~~J149.99 

7 Living Reef fish taidiTw#li eJactrir ff«h)_ 

CIO QQ 

8 Botlfe pal flmtlie amlarl.. ... 

esoq 

9 Rashcmti torch ftha woritfs ttiHumsf) 

CAM 

10 Kflyii^it keyririg _ 

£14.99 



London shops in Whitefeys, Uvapooi Street station and ffindsatfbr 
mail-order ca9 0171-229 3338 


Vac-Man is the 

arch-enemy of 
Stretch Armstrong, 
from the US - 
cartoon strip. After 
pumping the air out, 
his red rubber body 
can be extended to 
strange and 
disgusting lengths, 
turning him with 
one deeply 
therapeutic wrench 
from a Hemy Moore to a Giacometti. Then simply press the 
vacuum release button on the side of his head and he shrinks 
back to “normal”. The instructions warn against “excessive 
abuse” but the Independent did manage to puncture Its Vhc-Man 
almost immediately. However any damage can be repaired and it 
should be noted that stiletto heels were involved... From Argos, 
Ttys R Us, Hamleys or any good toy shop 

SPECIAL offer: A free Vhc-Man to the first 10 Independent readers 
to send a postcard bearing the name of Stretch Amtstrong’s canine 
companion to Vac-Man competition. Weekend Dept, The 
Independent, Canary Wharf, 1 Canada Square, London E14 5DL 
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They can make the difference between peace on earth and Christmas hell. Chris Maslanka tests this year’s offerings 



, uyrng a game is a serious 
| business, Care should be 
exercised, especially when 
l dealing with the. expensive 
[kind: after all, you can't 
always see what you’re get- 
ting. Tbo often much of what should 
have been spent on the inside of the 
box has been spent on the outside, 
and the instructions seem to have 
been written by out-of-work video 
manual writers, - 
The other danger is the effect they 
can have on your guests. Christmas 
is a stressful time.-People are thrown 
together, and games, like group ther- 
apy - can bring out the worst. My 
parents used to end up pelting each 
other with plates and mince pies over 
Monopoly - only when I was older 
did I realise this was not part of the 
rules. So consider carefully: your 
choice of game-could make the dif- 
ference between peace of earth and 
an almighty ding-dong. 

KEY 

Noise levels: q - quiet, n - nofey, 
d - disturb the neighbors i 


£ 

% 
%% 


- almost irritatingly 
inoffensive 


-tread carefully 


- have a Relate 
counsellor on hand 



Giant Moasie Mkxisie: the mice squeak when you hit them with ibe dustbin lid 


VERBAL GAMES . 

Verbal and communicative skills are 
life skills,- so games involving them 
can be particularly stressful In Scat- 
tergories (MBGames, £24.99, two to 
six players, age 10+)you have to race 
against the clock to think -up things 
beginning with a lerter turned up on 
a 20-sided die and belonging to a 
given <ategory.The 144 categories 
inchide things that are sticky, things 
found in the fridge and famous 
females. (Rating: q,%) 

ASAP (Lagoon Games, £4.99, two 
or more players, ‘age 8 to adult) run s 
on similar principles. There are two 
piles of cards, one of letters and one 
of subjects. The first to call out an 
answer wins the category card, the 
one with the moacardswiiK. Unfor- 
tunately, in my experience, the same 
person wins aU the time - the fastest 
(Rating: : 

Pocket Junior Scrabble (Spear’s, 
£9.25, two to four players, ages 5-10) 
is a" neat little pocket-size travel 
pack of the well-known game so 
often spoilt by adults who have 
memorised long lists of weird three- 
letter words like dzo. The magnetic 
board contains two games, one of 
them Scrabble with a simplified sys- - 
tetri of scoring andthe other a game 
matching letters. (Rating: q,£ ) 
Outburst! (Parker, £34.99. two 
adult teams) was noisy and chaotic 
as peopte compete to yett out names ' 
of thin^bdongingta an anpouDced 
category. If what you yeB out isn’t on 
the marker’s list tough Jude, it doesn't 
count. Being the marker's not easy 
and people are always claiming they 
yelled something you never heard. 
(Rating: d,*^) 

Thboo (M&B, £23.99, four or more 
players) is like charades but without 
the physical embarrassment You 
have to explain to your team a word 
on a card without using certain spec- 
ified key words. When I played it the 
wtiraeq were better at it and the men • 
resented it (Rating: d,*%) •- 

In Pictlonary (Parker, £29.25, 
three to 16 players, age 12 to adult) 
you dmw pictures to tty and com-; 
muncafea word to your team.- Can 
get very noisy .^especially if tbe.team 


• can't get it right! The timer didn’t 
make a sound, so you had to keep an 
eye on it (Rating: d,f ) 

Foserbilify (Paul Laroocd, £14.99, 
four or more players in two teams, 
age 8+) was easy to follow and the 
timer had a noisy befl. A "sculptor” 
in each team arranges members of 
the opposite team in a position 
depicting what it says on a card afid 
their own team has to guess what is 
being depicted. Much fun and hilar- 
ity. By picking out cards beforehand 
it would be a good children’s party 
game, too. (Rating: d, f ). 

QUIZZES 

The king of quizzes must surely be 
Trivial Pursuit in its many guises, of 
which Genus 111 (Parker Games, 
£33.99, two to six players) is the lat- 
est The word “trivial” is a chie to its 
success. You needn’t feel threatened 
if you don’t know the answer. And 
don’t forget you can always tell the 
sad character who always wins that 
knowledge mustn’t be confused with 
intelligence. (Rating: q, 4|<%) 

■ Too many of the lateral thinking 
pusles forming the basis of Mindbap 
(Spear’s, £17.99, two players or 
teams) are familiar old chestnuts. 
Although the whole basis of such 
puzzles is nitpickiness, we found 
ourselves arguing over a couple of 
the answers which were clearly 
wrong. For the newcomer, however, 
it might prove fun as it is a compre- 
hensive collection of lateral puzzles. 
(Rating: q,%4) 

Soccer Trivia Quiz (Lagoon 
Games, £4.99, two players or teams, 
age 7. to adult) has delightful foot- 
ball ogkal questions. A real trivia 
question is one which is factual, off- 
beat and whose answer has no pos- 
sible rignificance other than to amuse. 
Which Scottish football result does 
an announcer dread most? (Answer 
Forfar four - East Fife five!) (Rat- 
ing: n,^) 

Race Around Britain (Ravens- 
buiger,£39.99, two to six players, age 
8-adult) and Explore Europe 
(Ravensburger, £19.99, two to six 
players, age 20 to adult) use geog- 
raphy as a source of questions. Both 


are educational without labouring 
the point and the children enjoyed 
playing. (Ratings: q.f ) 

MAINLY ADULTS 

1 pondered You Be The Judge 
(Spear’s. £16.99, two players or 
teams, aged 12 to adult ) with Judge 
Stephen Tumim . You have to second- 
guess the judgements of juries in 
cases whose key facts are given. Our 
learned judgement was that it wasn't 
always clear in what year and what 
pan of the world the cases were 
being judged and therefore which 
laws applied. Unfortunately I suspect 
our leg^l system is still too arbitrary 
to form the basis of a fair board 
game. (Rating: q,f ) 

In Lottery (Paul Lamond, £9.99, 
two or more players, age 8+) skill 
and luck are employed to win £10 
million in cash, then lose iL As in life, 
getting rid of it wasn't as easy as you'd 
expect Danny (8) and Julie (9) got 
rather confused at the large sums 
involved and had difficulties grasp- 
ing the principles at first but enjoyed 
playing as a family. (Rating: n.£ } 

MAINLY CHILDREN 
In Labyrinth (Ravensburger, £14.99, 
age 8+ ) a move alters the shape and 
connectivity of the maze. Beautifully 
crafted with high quality artwork, it 
should last as should interest in it * 
Both children and adults seem to 
find it intriguing. (Rating: ) 

Uno Stacks (Spear's, £6.99, two or 
more players, age 8-adult). Plastic 
slabs stacked in layers of three to 
make a tower are rearranged accord- 
ing to the roll of a die. The first per- 
son who topples stack ends the game 
and the player on their left wins. 
Julie (9) and Danny (8) loved this 
game and played it over and over. 
(Raring: d,f ) 

Giant Mousie Mousie (Spear's, 
£8.99, two to five players, age 6- 
aduit ) is even more fun that the orig- 
inal. The children gleefully dubbed 
it Ratty Ratty. The Mice squeak 
when hit with the dustbin lid and 
have detachable tails so they don’t 
snap in rough play. A rowdy game of 
quick reactions. (Rating: d ,£ ) 


Photo: Jane Baker 

Marble Maze (Lagoon Games. 
£12.99, age 3+). Consists of a beau- 
tifully boxed set of tiny glass marbles 
and wooden pieces which can be 
arranged into simple or complicated 
runs. Danny enjoyed the Starter Set 
but I wished we’d been testing one 
of the two larger sets. Ordinary size 
marbles do-not fit. (Rating q.$ ) 

Little horrors liked the noisiness 
of Atmosfear, The Harbingers 
(Spears.' £27.99, age 12+ ) A creepy 
gatekeeper on video Issues forfeits 
and rewards. The spelling of the title 
should undo any good done by the 
spelling games. "(Rating d, %%) 

Pro Action Football (Parker. 
£29.45, two or more playeis, age 8+ ) 
is a great improvement on Subbutco. 
In Subbuteo you had to flick roly- 
poly players to move the ball. The 
players used to fly further than the 
ball. In this game you twiddle rhe 
player to orient him, then bang him 
on the head to make him kick the 
balL The harder you bang, the fur- 
ther the ball goes. Soccer managers 
should love it". Danny (S) loved it. as 
did his dad, a football referee. (Rat- 
ing: a,g ) 

Ask Zandar (M&B Games. £34.95, 
age 9+; batteries not supplied) is 
designed for little girls. Wave your 
hands over the electronic genie and 
he answers your questions. The 
American spelling and orientation of 
the questions (WLU I go to the prom 
with a geek?) didn't put Julie off, but 
then she's nine. The answers make 
sense irrespective of context. I was 
relieved to find she didn't believe the 
genie was really answering her ques- 


tions. Her mother assured me it 
would prove a nine-day wonder. 
(Ratine n. %} 

Not so the Barbie Dress Up Game 
(£8.75, for two-four girls aged 5+). 
Before they discover boys and Take 
Thau I was shocked to leant, some 
girls' fantasies revolve around Bar- 
hie dolls. The aim of this game is to 
win the most beautiful accessories to 
enhance your Baibic doll's glam- 
orous outfit: shoes, handbag, neck- 
lace and hair slides. Given that the 
trinkets were little lumps of plastic 1 
thought this was a loser. Not so. Julie 
loved it. Whieh only goes to show 
what I've known since 1 was a boy. 
that girls have great imaginations - 
and bad taste! (Rating n.£ ) 

ADULTS ONLY 

Adults have no problem with taste. 
They play adult games such as those 
in the Adult Drinking Games Com- 
pendium (Lagoon Games, £4.99. age 
1 S + ). This compendium of nine drink- 
ing games slips into the pocket for tak- 
ing down the Dog and Duck. Incase 
you've had a few you'll be relieved to 
know the games are easy to pick up. 
Ibble Dibble and Fuzzy' Duck were 
voted best (Rating: d.g ) 

Pass Out (Paul Lamond. £15, two 
to four players) is a game based on 
Ihe lore of drinking (players having 
to read out tongue twisters when they 
land on pink elephants and so on). 
However, in case you think the game 
gives the wrong Christmas message, 
a disclaimer puts you straight: it says 
it is not intended to be played to the 
accompaniment of alcoholic bever- 
ages. Could be fun late on Boxing 
Day night or New Year's Eve at 
12.15. (Rating: n.f ) 

PUZZLES 

Christmas can be too noisy and the 
soul needs quiet time for itself 
away from all the bonhomie and the 
interruptions of others pipping one 
at the post in competitive games. 
Bonding with a Rainbow Puzzle 
Bail (Funtime) in a quiet comer 
could be the answer. Rearranging 
the colour panels on its surface is 
supposed to massage the meridian 
points of your palms to soothe 
stress. I found 300 Tangrams 
(Lagoon Games. £10.99) more 
calming. The accompanying book of 
hundreds of patterns to make with 
the seven tiles is beautifully pro- 
duced and has a timeless quality 
about it, but 1 did think the pieces 
ought to have been in a better 
material: (Rating: q.f ) 

Jigsaws have always seemed to me 
a bit of a con. Someone cuts a pic- 
ture into lots of pieces and charges 
you to put it back together 3gain. At 
least The Inspector Morse Mystery 
Jigsaw Puzzle game (Paul Lamond 
Games. £ 8.99, teen to adult) has the 
ulterior motive of solving a detective 
mystery'. Forensic foreplay consisted 
in assembling 550 pieces without the 
aid of picture or pathologist then 
scouring it for clues. It was all very 
realistic: I found Morse’s conclusion 
just as unconvincing as on TV. If you 
don't like Morse there are versions 
involving Taggart and that new boy 
Cracker (Rating: q,f ) 


six of the bestselling 
toys this Christmas 


1 



Pogs. from 99p “The marbles of the Nineties’. Pogs are 
milk-bottle tops with cartoons on, and children swap 
them. Parents love them because they're so cheap 
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Princess Butterfly Barfrie, from £17-99 Eight million 
Barbies are sold world-wide every year. Princess 
Butterfly and Holiday Barbie are tiiis season's hot tips 



Bubba loo Bird, £9.95 A hairy puppet with nodding 
head reminiscent of Bod Hull's Emu. Guaranteed non- 
violent. Parents will probably have to do all the work 



••• 

Aquazone Lego, £60 the set lego certainly has 
changed since it consisted of little bricks and the odd 
'wheel. This is a whole underwater world, with sharks 



1 Power Rangers, from £359 to £1759 The teenagers 
| that morph into Protean superheroes bolted from the 
I shops last Christmas but are still huge sellers 



6 


Sega Lock-On, from £29.99 (single) Cowboys and 
Indians using lasers. Comprises head set and lock-on 
gun. Can be played indoors and out 

Top-sellers in Hamley's and Toys R Us 



AUCTIONS 

Whyisthe 
Phillips sale on 
Tuesday going to 
be totally FAB? 


jas is coming, and auc- 
tion lots are becoming ever 
InKree fetive. TWo ink and 
watercolour Christmas cards by 
the cartoonist Nonman TbelweD 
are at Sotheby’s Sussex in BUling- 

shurst, Tuesday (1030am). One 
shows two little boys shouting to 
each across the road from; their 
bedroom windows* each with a 
view of the other’s parents wrap- 
ping presents in their sitting 
rooms. Thie caption is: “You’re 
getting a tricyde, a jig-saw puzzle 
and a fire engine. What am I get- 
ting?” Estimate: £600-£800. 
Anotber Thelwell of one of his 
precocious young riders tipped 
oyer a snow-covered yule log by 
her pony is £500-£700. 

' The BiUingshurst salerooms 
have 1.272 lots his week: prmts, 
oils and watercolours on Tuesday, 
silver portrait miniatures, fans, 
vertu and jewellery on Wednesday 
(01403-783933). . 

Ilow many more puppets of 
JlThundeibirds’ Lady Penelope, 
her Cockney chauffeur Parker 
and their fabulous vehicles are 
waiting to be consigned to auc- 
tion? Phillips’ fust, 100-lot sale of 
Thundetbirdiana, from the Saties 
BBC television science fiction 


series, fetched £115,000 in Sep- 
tember. The Lady Penelope pup- 
pet feebed £34500. All were from 
the collection of one of the series’ 
creators, Sylvia Andeison- 
On Tuesday (12 noon), 70 more 
Thunderbirds lots come up at 
Phillips, this time from a variety 
of owners who gasped TAB!” at 
the September sale’s prices. The 
unique, rune foot original puppet- 
scale model of Lady Penelope’s 
pink Rolls Royce, FAB 1, buflt m 
1966 for die Son Thunderbirds Art 
Go!, is estimated £20,000-£30,000- 
In a commesdably egalitarian 
gesture, Phillips has estimated 
the original puppets of Lady 
Penelope and Parker both at 
£15,000-£20,000. The Penelope 
puppet is “the other one” - only 
two are known to have survived. 

A nother man-made pet with an 
instinct for survival is Mr 
Whoppit, the late Donald Camp- 
bell’s mascot that floated to the 
surface of Lake Coniston when 
Campbell’s record-breaking 
Speedboat Bluebird disintegrated 
at300mphial967,kjninghhn- Its 
estimate, as part of the Campbell 
archive in Christie's South Kens- 
ington’s sale of teddy bears (Mon- 
day), is £50,000-£60,00a You can 


still buy a German Steiff bear for 
£I20-£140. 

F ilm posters make exciting 
Christmas presents. No need to 
pay tens of thousands for an early 
King Kong poster: Christie's film 
and entertainment sale, Thursday 
(1030am) estimates an RKO 
King Kong at £500-£700. It is, of 
course, for a 1940s re-release. No 
one need knew. 

There are plenty of cast-offs 
from film sets. While watching 
Octopussy and Mooruokeryou may 
or may not have spotted the dozen 
jumpsuits, basketball boots and 
socks that are estimated £200- 
£300 the lot in the sale. The same 
estimate is on two blueprint draw- 
ings for Star Wars, one of the 
much-loved R2D2 robot 

A t £300-£500, a 6th century BC 
Grecian style crested helmet, 
made for Sean Connery in Time 
Bandits (1981), is still by no means 
as desirable as the real thing: the 
6th century BC Greek bronze hel- 
met of the same design in 
Sotheby’s sale of antiquities, 
Thursday (10.30am), is est 
£18,000-£22,000. 

John Windsor 


collecting • antiques, galleries 
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The 
Knowledge 9 

Conan, up lo date 

guide-, hsdug dealer, in Doe. 

Applied & deearitiw arts. 
Exhibitions, fctrs, praviewB 
& special uu Features. 
*GnUvnca‘ 15 iuw, UK - £!S 

■the Collector’ 6 own UK - Z12 

Barriictaa Publnm* 
SU-ibnip B4. Lnnta C]t SU* 
Vtattwcaid. T«CFa£ Olfil-710 TOM 



EXHIBITION 

hi w 31sl December 
CHRISTMAS MISCELLANY 

1340- M>30 
Sc tec Lid works 
£25 - £3.«W 
The Stfemrer Gallery 
14 Maifck» Si. 
London WIR 9 PL 

T(fcom«ira kBiTunwi 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 1 9th century mahogany 
extending dining 

SSk dJ ' VaVS ^ ICiU (Jonn cfadiqtm 
* J^eekhampxleadt 

f Bedu 

OUSS 638541/638301 
Only o mins from 113 M4 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 


Library and writing 
furniture also 
usually available 


ANTIQUE DESKS 

Large stocks oT old desks, Oak, Mahogany, 
Walnut, Vkaorixn. Edwardian, Rolltop, Cylinder. 
Partner’s, Dickens and Pedestal Desks, 
also Dining Tables in stock 

DON SfENCXR ANTIQUES 
4 WARWICK 

(01926)499 857 
(01926) 407 989 
MOBILE 08365 2575) 

Old desta purposed 
3U Mart* Mire. Wanricfc 

iBrarJifa '7a im^< faun 



To advertise on the 
Collecting Page 
please call 

on 0171 293 2028/2330. 


Classified Advertising 
continues on 
page 15. 


FRIDAY 6- SUNDAY 10 DEC. Royal 
Academy ol Arte, PtccadHiy W1. 
10-6 daily. Retorted Ma0l7i 
4394896/7. Advance Boottng 
0171 4845676 AFRICA THE ART 
OF A CONTINENT. DAVID HOCK- 
NEY: A DRAWING RETROSPEC- 
TIVE 


IF WE HAD THE WHOLE 
PAGE WE’D SHOW YOU 
THE WHOLE RANGE. 



M*ip* Brlh Oacl 


Sewills nautical collection 

Extensive ranRc of *»3 exquisite instruments master- 
trailed Irom the fines materials. 

Featuring our lime-hoiwumi Ships Clot Is to Barometers, 
Bamgraphs and Wrist- Poet cl Watches 
All with full 5 year guarantee, whilst today nur weather 
instruments alone carry The Met Office seal nf approval 
Friers ranging from 450 » LljQQO. 

Free Nrw 2 >S page colour brochure on request 

PHONE 0151-708 0099 

FAX 0151-706 677 ? 


SEWILLS 


Maker to the Admiralty Esid lBQtiad 

2v biilimiu rvtifio*. AlKrri NkI, li»rrpi-al LX 
Nlhftf t’w id. Vt-ilk. FfrEtHHT Li- n pool tftP 

VIME 
Mffgrv. 




U 




*;vn rt.viV? V •r.y. ' 

• . • • -i.' "V* r ■ 








8 


. i r irn-" l, ' CT ' rr * SATURDW 9 IJECEMaeR 1995 


arts reviews 


TELEVISION 

Coronation Street (17V) 

Jasper Rees joins 18 million viewers for the 
soap's first hour-long outing 


D oes anyone actually believe the television 
ratings? They seem to be counted by a 
method that is at once technologically 
mindboggling and comically primitive. The 
power surge measured by the National Grid at 
the end of a popular programme tells them that 
V million cups of tea were brewed as soon as 
the credits rolled. How do they calculate in a 
heat wave, when audiences have recourse to 
libations that don't come out of a kettle? 

This nccro-scientific headhunting technique 
claims a week-in, week-out audience for Coro- 
nation Street that oscillates either side of 18 mil- 
lion. That’s more than one Briton in three, 
which is a lot of Britons. It's a professional risk 
to confess it, but your correspondent belongs 
to the 34 million whose movements at 7.30pm 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday cannot be 
traced. But last night was its first hour-long 
episode in 35 years - not including the two half- 
hours that were glued together not long ago to 
do hcad-io-hcad battle with the rescheduled 
EastEnden (OK, 1 had to do some homework). 
So like it or not. Coronation Street is up far 
review. 

The 18 million are probably so far in that they 
no longer know nor care whether what they're 
watching merits enslavement. But coming to it 
fresh, yes, let's be honest, you can see what all 
the fuss is about. Of course, being an anniver- 
sary edition it may have set snares for virginal 
prey: for the red carpet of an anniversary dou- 
ble edition, the storyline was presumably richer, 
the narrative rhythm more deep-breathing. But 
the welcome felt genuine, though not overdone, 
as it should in any good pub. 

The road test that a soap has to pass is sim- 
ple: can passengers leap on to the moving vehi- 
cle? Whether they want to stay on is of sec- 
ondary relevance. Within a few lines of dialogue 
last night the complicated sexual arrangements 
past and present of several characters had 
been explained to the Martian newcomer. Des 
looked particularly active in this department “If 
I was getting any more. Jack,” he bragged to a 
bloke called, er, Jack, “I'd have to take a lad on." 

Last night. Dirty Des used slightly less prac- 
tical language to parlay a path into the under- 
wear of the waxen goddess Raquel, who felt so 
wronged by this wrong’un that she was married 
on the rebound by Friday. Is it safe to assume 
the show's not this pacey every episode? 

The happy groom is Curly, who has “loser” 
written all over his pebble lenses. He is pre- 
sumably so called because one day they knew 
they would be able to use last night's most pho- 
netically janiog line: “Curly, you're early.” 
After an hour in their company you feel 
you've got the measure of these characters. And 
they must be as fascinating as they seem, 
because IS million people can’t all be wrong. 
They can’t be immortal either for every three 
Britons who pop their dogs, The Street loses one 
viewer. And that’s not counting all the emi- 
grations that happen to real people just as much 
as surplus soap characters. So like a deep lake 
out of which water is constantly trickling, the 
audience is In need of perpetual replenishment 
It's a very attractive proposition. But a lifetime 
commitment? Not sure I'm ready for it yet 


MUSIC Barry Douglas Series, Wigmore Hall, London 

The Belfast-born pianist proves that he's as much at home in chamber music 
as in those big concertos. By Anthony Payne 
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Bany Douglas and Raphael Oleg: building to a perfectly integrated performance 


Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


N ot all successful concerto pianists prove themselves equally at 
home In the more intimate and civilised world of chamber mu- 
sic, although there is hardly a concerto that does not need cham- 
ber music skills at some point Bany Douglas certainly possesses 
those skills, and his chamber series at the Wigmore Hall opened 
on Wednesday with a taxing and wide-ranging programme of vi- 
olin sonatas in which he partnered the equally impressive Raphael 
Oleg, first prize-winner at the 1986 Tchaikovsky competition. 

Both players possess strong interpretative personalities, and dur- 
ing the first half there was a certain amount of jockeying for po- 
sition as each so light to reconcile his individual perceptions with 
ensemble requirements- The art of chamber music playing, in which 
individuality must not be sacrificed, yet must take account of the 
contributions of others, poses the subtlest of problems, both hu- 
man and musical, and increasingly Douglas and Oleg came to terms 
with themselves and the music as the evening progressed. 

So many recital programmes adopt chronological principles, 
opening with a classical item, which often suffers by being used 
as a warm-up exercise, and progressing through the romantics 
to the modems. So the players’ reversal of the process here was 
in itself refreshing. They started with Poulenc’s Sonata and im- 
mediately arrested our attention by plunging into its turbulent 
world with no regard for personal safety. The work’s bitter and 
even tragic impetus is intimately bound up with the shooting of 
Garcia Lorca, and its alternation of protest and nocturnal im- 
pressions drew a passionate response from both players. If there 


was a sense that each was a little too obsessed with his own part, 
this gave the interpretation a particularly intense profile, and 
Poulenc’s dislocated final cadence fell perfectly into place. 

The Elgar Sonata also drew whole-hearted playing, and the ten- 
dency fin: nobly affirmative lyricism to withdraw into exquisitely 
inward fancy and regret was fully appreciated Each player brought 
an intense perceptiveness to bear but, as in the Poulenc, there was 
sometimes the feeling that the emotional ebb and flow was not 
quite synchronised. And it was not until Brahms’s A major Sonata 
that these two outstanding players aligned their insights in a per- 
fectly integrated performance. Somehow from the very outset, with 
Douglas’s wonderfully warm piano sonority and natural impulse 
underpinning Oleg’s freely expanding cantabile. tilings felt right 

This was indeed an interpretation to recall with joy. The com- 
plexities, intimacies and far from unclouded serenity were su- 
perbly articulated, and the duo’s high form was carried through 
into a vigorous and majestic reading of Beethoven’s Sonata in 
E flat Op 12 No 3. The sheer newness of Beethoven’s cast of 
thought as it must have seemed at the dose of the 18th centu- 
ry, was re-created in the freshness of Douglas’s and Oleg’s ap- 
proach. The grandeur of the Adagio drew playing of complete 
single-mindedness, and the finale's characteristic brand of high 
spirits generated an irresistible impetus. 

Barry Douglas joins London Winds and Michael Coffins, clarinet, 

tomorrow 4pm, Wigmore Hall, London W1 (0171-935 2141) . 


TALK 

Van Morrison in Conversation 

Well, more of a sort of inarticulate speech 
of the heart, really. By Phil Johnson 

T he jokes are too easy. "Van Morrison talking 
about his work, talking about hiswork, talk- 
ing about his work as part of the OosxngEcs- 
tival for the .UK Year of Literature and Writ- 
ing. It was, after aH a vety unlikely concept: van 
the man has been known to go whole concerts, 
whole years even, without speaking to bu audi- 
ence. The idea of him engaging in a uttle Light 
chit-chat about his motives and methods just 
about beggared belief His whole career, you 
could argue, has been built on silence, exile ana 
cunning as well as a formidable body of music 
and lyrics that singularly defy interpretation. 

The pre-concert stage furniture consisted of 
two overstuffed armchairs — on loan, one 
imagined from World of Leather - set down 
in front of the drum kit as if to represent a tit- 
tle domestic vignette awaiting the likes of 
George Best and Rodney Marsh. The routine 
was to be an intimate interview session with the 
poet Gerald Dawe - an old Belfast schoolchum 
of Morrison’s - asking the questions. They 
arrived on stage to considerable applause, 
Dawe tall and academic looking and Van 
dressed in dark clothes and sporting a full 
Bobby Chariton. 

Where, Dawe began, do you get your ideas 
for songs or poems?” “Well,” said Van,.“books, 
newspapers, dreams, there’s no set thing.” So 
far, so dear, and when Dawe established the 
fact of Moijison’s father’s personal library of 
nothing but Wild West novels, he had, you 
thought, hit a resonant chord. Just think of all 
those Zane Grey hardback covers offering up 
a virtual world of tumbleweed, cactus and deep 
mauve sunsets for the imagination of the 
young Belfast cowboy? But Dawes was, it 
became clear, somewhat fixated on Yeats (the 
poet, not the wine lodge), and the more he 
probed about the great WB’s influence, the 
more Van, who had begun with what was for 
him incredible openness, became increasingly 
recessive. Yes, he said. Yeats was one of his 
influences, but he had written over a hundred 
songs before he got round to reading him. 

The conversation by now more and more 
reliant on Dawe’s prompts, then got around to 
fill urns. Yes, Van said, fillums were important, 
Brando especially. Then Dawe changed horses 
suddenly to land thumpingly on Blake. By now 
the questions were arriving with a whole queue 
of subordinate clauses, with Van reduced to 
■surly “Ilh-huh" for the answer. “It’s like Mutt 
and Jeff” Dawe conceded before they agreed 
to an adjournment. 

The following concert answered some of the 
questions more eloquently than \fen himself. In 
a rare live outing for his classic “Madame 
Geo rge” - arguably the best popular song of the 
century- the most affecting line goes: “the love 
that kwes to love the glove, loves the glove.” 
What, you thought can you say about that, except 
that, in the cadences of Morrison’s eccentric dic- 
tion, it assumes a power that on the dead white 
carapace of the page, can never be revealed. Yeats 
of course, must have a word for iL- 

The UK Year of Literature Closing Festival 
runs to 21 Dec, Ty lien, Somerset Place, 

' Swansea (01792 652211) 
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KNIVES IN HENS 


David Harrower’s sensual and compelling tale of a 
16th-century wonwn’sjoumey towards love via the 
power of language in Pnitip Howard’s production! , 
from Edinburgh's Traverse Theatre. 

Robert Hanks praised its "unusual assurance, wk ■ 
and intelligence-. Harroweris a name to watch" . 
The company are dearty inspired as much as we . 
are stimulated," cheered Time Out "With 
astonishing economy Hammer conjures up a world 
of drudgery fear and superstition. Howard directs 
with great skill,” applauded the Guardian. 'A 
genuinely original evening,* admitted the Times. 

At the Bush Theatre, London W12 
(0181-743 3388) . 


This tightly-structured 80- 
minute piece is the theatrical 
debut of the year. ' 
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- IHE AMERICAN PRUDENT m 

Michael Douglas, is a popular Oeniooat President In 
election year whhstarts dating Annette Bening In 
Bob, Reiner’s timely ttwiedy about the. personal lives •>, 
of those to publfc offtaL ‘ • ; - • ; r ■ 

Adam : fy^ Jones Mttrestek .directkH^“teeps j ! .7 
things because tie does^ft see 

The pttfajjs..i or because fie does." "When Harry 
Truman.Tnfif 5^~>littfe pat,” pbserved the. ; . : o, 
Guardian Reiner’s fedjBXid jrnovie exudes so / . 
much sympathy, it sweats,'’ sneered 77me Out. The 
film starts slowly arid rarely picks up much speed.* - "■ 
this soft boring film," concluded the Times. 

On general release. . : 
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Solti, has lost hone of his animat 
•' spun a gfitteringweb, khpasslbo^fieyo^jg' 
, norm tariflj swept 
great dramatic curves... 
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I was offering her a 
part in ‘Groiri and 
tried a bit of allure 


14 Oo I said to hen ‘Listen 
\ woman, your life is my life. 
OYour blood is my blood. 
We are joined together in a 
union of darkness, and there is 
no escaping. We are bonded in 
our strange journey to the cre- 
ative majesty of Hell.’ And you 
know what she said to me?" 
“What?” I ask. 

“She said: ‘I’m sorry. What did 
you say your name was again?’ " 
“Oh God. How big did that 
make you feel?” 

_ “This big,” says Steve, pressing 
his finger and thumb together. “It 
made me feel as big as the heroes 
in 77ir Terror of liny Town.” 


Ate Fatal A t t r ac t ion, Basic 
Instinct and Djsc/osure/thls is 
lheirxjvTeto.whBhMiriwBl . -. ... 
DoHglfcJosQ»Ttis;clotties oft:-. .. - j 
(Saints he ptatse&y-j . ' * - / \ I 
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Everyone roars with laughter 
at this, except me, for I have 
never seen the film and have thus 
missed out on a patently mar- 
vellous horror movie joke. 

“They’re very small," explains 
Steve. “Midgets. It’s a midget 
movie." “Aah," I chuckle. 

We are sitting in the comer of 
“the ambient room" of a small 
central London suite of offices 
and screening facilities. 

This is not always the ambient 
room - it becomes apparent 
when one’s eyes get accustomed 
to the ambient half-light It is 
usually the photocopying room. 
But they’ve draped a large, pink 


cobweb over the photocopier, 
and a slightly smaller pink cob- 
web over the fax/ modem, and 
now 30 horror movie geeks/ 
actors/ directors are swapping 
stories about the day they met 
Ellen Bancroft, a bit-part actress 
from the Seventies who 
appeared in Drvcula'sDog (aka 
Zoltan, Hound of Dracula ), and 
also Dracula has Risen from the 
Grave. 

This Is the Screaming Blue 
Murder pre-Christmas party. 
Screaming Blue Murder being a 
production company for very 
low-budget horror (Screaming), 
sex (Blue) and horror (Murder) 


movies. They have only been in 
operation for sue months, and 
their roster is, consequently, 
slightly limited to date. 

“We have put money into a . 
splatter film called Seven Seas of 
Gore, a kung-fu film called My 
Fist, Your Groin, and a Far East- 
ern sex film called Tiny Tits and 
the Dragon explains Steve, 
SOM’s MD. “Which is how I met 
Ellen Bancroft. I was offering her 
a part in Groin , and I thought I'd 
adopt an air of mystery - you 
know, bit of allure - and interest 
her that way. 

“So I started going on about 
our blood being each otberis 


blood. But it was simply the 
wrong tack, in retrospect,” 
“What did she say?” I ask. 

“She said,” (Steve adopts a 
seductive French accent). “Tam 
not a horror queen anymore. I 
am now a teams queen. 1 love to 
play ze game of tennis'.” 

“So did you say that you were 
each other’s racquets?” asks a 
short man from the back. “Joined 
together in a- union of... urn... 
tennis... um... I can’t think of a 
joke. Damn." 

“He’s a script writer,” explains 
Steve. “He wrote Seven Seas of 
Gore. He’s always trying to come 
up with jokes. Poor fellow.” 


The scriptwriter’s name is Alex 
EOccitane: “I don’t just write 
horror,” he says. “Fve written 
comedy, surrealism, action- 
adventure - and I once wrote a 
powerful psychological thriller 
called The Geiger Counter about 
an entire family struck down ty 
.radiation poisoning, and they 
slowly turn into mutants. Grow- 
ing extra heads, you know. Body 
Horror. Like The Fly. But all set 
in BristoL” 

“It was great,” says Steve. “But 
we couldn’t get funding. Warner 
Brothers said it was too shocking 
and original.” 

“Bastards.” says Alex. 
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Damien Hirst, the art world's golden boy, is breaking into film. 
Shock, honor. Well, what did you expect? By Jonathan Glancey 


T he scene is a grand Iial- 
ianate villa in London's 
Notting Hill. In the libraiy, 
two comedians (Eddie 
lizard and Keith Allen) are 
pacing across floorboards 
trying , to tear the. soul froth one 
another. Izzard is destined to fly 
to his death from the library win- 
dow. This impassioned scene took 
place earlier this week amid the 
winter snow watched impassively 
by Damien Hirst and a gang of 
young men and women dad in P 
shirts, jeans and buckled boots. 

What on earth was 'going on? 
Damien Hirst was in the middle of 

ma king his first film, that’s what 
Only last week. Hirst was on 
stage at the Tate Gallery collect- 
ing the prestigious Turner prize. 
Not yet 30, Hirst has become 
Britain’s most famous (or infa- 
mous) artist He and his cases of 
pickled animals regularly appear 
in the columns of the tabloid 
press. They also appear in such 
fashionable and institutions as the 
Saatchi Collection and the Thte 
Gallery. But can a young icono- 
clast who has made his name saw- 
ing dead cows in half cut a film ? 

Back in Notting Hill, Eddie 
Izzard and Keith . Allen, both 
known for uncompromising com- 
edy (but increasingly as serious 
actors), 'were engaging not in pro- 
fessional rivalry, but enacting a 
two-minute 15-second scene from 
Is Mr Death In?, Hirst’s 20-minute 
“short" commissioned by the Hay- 
ward Gallery aofltbe British F3m 
Institute (BF1). The feature' is 
due to be shown in the Hayward’s 
exhibition Spellbound: Art and 
film which opens on 22 February 
next year, 100 years to the day that 
the first film was shown to the 
British public. ' . 

Hirst is one of several artists 
(including Peter Greenaway, Rid- 
ley Scott Pania Rego and Douglas 
Gordon) invited, to participate in _ 
the Hayward show. The choice of 
Hirst - famous, controversial, 
unpredictable - is predictable, but 
not without risk. For, aside from 
this month's promotional video for 
Blur’s angle “Country House”, 
Him has no movie-makmg expe- 
rience. What guarantee is there 
that this canny shark pickier can 
makegood use of celluloid? 

What does the fihn promise? 
First and foremost an anagram 
that spells out the name of the 


death-obsessed artist. Second, a 
shooting schedule that spells 
Damien Hirst, viz: a list of props 
for the first of five day’s filming 
that begins with “Vomit”. The 
first location is the interior of a 
Gents’. That's our Damien. 

But, while Is Mr Death In? has 
more than its fair share of deaths, 
disembodied eyeballs, children 
bayoneting teddy-bears and angst- 
ridden men smashing lovingly 
assembled Airfix kits, it also fea- 
tures a gutsy script and equally vis- 
ceral performances from toe cast 
composed almost entirely of the 
artist’s mates - Izzard, Allen and 
Trevor Peacock (another Comic 
Strip veteran). 

The producer is Nira Park, 
another friend of Hirst. Further 
down the cast list is Katrine Boor- 
man, daughter of the film director 
John Boorman and current para- 
mour of one Danny Moynihan, an 
dealer turned musician, and pal of 
HirsL (“I believe in nepotism,” 
trilled Boorman to a newspaper 
diarist this week, “especially if 
you’ve got a well-known father. If 
you can’t use your own family, who 
can you use?”). Hirst’s girlfriend, 
Maia Norman, and his new-born 
baby, Connor, also appear. 

But any suspicion that this is a 
bunch of Iuwies day-tripping to 
the art world and* arty-smarties 
toying with cinema is dispeOed 
when you watch Hirst at work. 
Back in Notting Hill, he is a model 
of beady efficiency. Sitting on the 
floor among a tangle of cables and 
film technicians, the artist stares at 
a small black-and-white Sony 
video monitor that shows him 
exactly what his Hayward audi- 
ence wflj see come February. 

Host’s concentration, matter- 
of-factoess and bluff good humour 
are impressive. You might expect 
the much-hyped creator of all 
those sawn, padded and boxed ani- 
mals to act the prime donna. But. 
he doesn’t A slight, scruffy figure 
in tom white T-shirt, grubby black 
jeans, trainers, unkempt hair, day- 
old stubble and trainers. Hirst 
says what he wants in as few 
words as possible, gives credit 
where credit is due and shows a 
commoosensical deference to the 
advice given by his crew. 

The day’s exchanges are almost 
entirety restricted to matter-of- 
fact suggestions for camera 
angles, minute amendments to 


the script, curried out to the assis- 
tant director's “Is that alright for 
you, Damien? 7 " and Hirst's “very 
good” as each shot is given the 
final nod. There is no chat (Hirst 
has no intention of being inter- 
viewed: he is in a hurry ). There is 
no smart talk and few jokes 
because, on a sub-zero December 
day, time sprints faster than Lin- 
ford Christie. 

Unlike the making of an art- 
work. no matter how fantastical 
the making of a film requires the 
talents of a large number of dis- 
parate peopIe.'The director can 
only ever be first among equals. 
This is clear in the Notting Hill 
library. The workmanlike atmos- 
phere could hardly be more dif- 
ferent from the hot-house torpor 
of art galleries and private views. 

Hirst has added little to the 
ready-made set provided by the 
Notting Hill house, owned by a 
British banker and his American 
art collector wife, whose expensive 
interior was decorated by the 
famous Milanese architect Ettorre 
Sottsass. Contemporary art, fur- 
niture and art books abound. Hirst 
has added at least one artwork of 
his own, a “phrenology*" head 
encased in a motorcycle crash 
helmet, the helmet labelled with 
the same cranial details as those 
etched into the ceramic bonce. 

The making of Is Mr Death In? 
transforms this aesthetic room 
into a prosaic factory, the atmos- 
phere laced with smoke from a 
chimney of Marlboro Lights. Hirst 
hites his nails and scratches his 
nose between takes. Him takes so 
very long, and sometimes even the 
director seems redundant as 
scenes are enacted and recorded 
around him. And. anathema to 
contemporary artists, fihn requires 
compromise. 

So. here is Izzard sat at a desk 
with a metronome ticking away on 
top of it Hirst likes this, but the 
sound mixer (Howie Nicol) isn’t 
happy. So the assistant director 
(Ben Hughes) proposes one take 
with the insistent ticking of the 
metronome and one without A 
small episode in the history of 
film-making, but a big step, pre- 
sumably, for an artist unused to 
compromise. 

Hirst is notably willing to give 
his actor chums their head. As a 
second scene with Izzard, playing 
a psychiatrist and Allen playing 



Top: Damien Hirst an eye for detail 
Below: Izzard, Allen and Hirst take a 
break during the day-long shoot 

Photographs- Glynn Griffitfe 


Marcus, the psychotic lead, goes 
through retakes, the actors instinc- 
tively turn up the emotional vol- 
ume. 

So. Alien's line as he pushes 
Izzard hack on to a Le Corbusier 
chaise-longue rises from a sono 
voce "Intellect has fuck all to do 
with power. Violence is power”, to 
a spilling crescendo, where “Vio- 
lence is power” shoots across the 
set like a shell from an 88 mm anti- 
tank gun. 

“Like it. Very good.” says Hirst 
impassively, but clearly impressed 
as his script is lifted from words on 
a page to drama. 

He likes the idea, too, of I zzar d 
clambering across :i desktop dec- 
orated with Surrealist icons ifur 
cup and saucer, smoothing-iron 
with spikes etc). In fact he likes this 
so much he finally gets off the floor 
to enact Izzard 's pan. 

“Bul. he'll break the desk lamp 
and damage the iron.” admon- 
ishes Ben Hughes. Hirst takes a 
second look. “Damage the iron? 
I think the iron's gonna damage 
Eddie's foot." Funny to see Hirst 
worrying about safety; if I hadn't 
been sworn to a vow of film-set 
silence, 1 would have liked to say. 
‘i thought art was meant to be 
dangerous. " 

The Wednesday shoot draws to 
a dose when the indefatigable 
Izzard has to leave to appear that 
evening in his West End show. 

Mission accomplished: Mr 
Death is in the can. or at least a 
good five minutes of him. 

So. what's it all about? That 
would be telling and spoil the sur- 
prise. but Hirst's obsession with 
death and dying haunts his first 


( Keith Allen powering his way into 
the infinite void in a Spitfire). 

What 1 saw of Is Mr Death In? 
was well crafted and vital. That 
other people- think so too is con- 
firmed by the fact that Hirst has 
been asked to make a 90 minute 
film. Cod's Games (starring Den- 
nis Hopper), for Channel 4 next 
year. What next for the the world s 
most famous shark-pickler- Hol- 
lywood and Jaws Four? 

Spellbound; Art and Film, 
Hayward Gallery, London, 

SE1 22 Feb-b May 1996 


In Bill Gates’ utopia, we can all be information millionaires 


ft flaen he was eight years 
if Uold Bill Gates, His Impe- 
F trial Highness of Infor- 
mation and Potentate of the 
*C, settled down to work his 
ray through the 1960 World 
took Encyclopaedia. “I was 
letermined to read straight 
hrough every volume,” he 
ecahs. “I could have absorbed 
□ore if -it had been easy to 
ead all the articles about the 
1 6th century in sequence or all 
he articles pertaining to med- 
cine. Instead I. read about 
Garter Snakes’, then ‘Gary, 
ndiana,’ then ‘Gas*.” He gave 
ip when he reached the P’s, 
tpparently, seduced by the 
uperior attractions of the 
Encyclopaedia Britanhica and 
iis first computer. It’s rather 
pooky, don’t you think, this 
jjeture of childish absorp- 
ion? The process sounds 
trangely mechanical more 

ike downloading than reari- 
ng. It is most reminiscent of 
me of those speeded-up edu- 
ations that malign computers 
tndergo in science-fiction 
3ms. \bu can almost imagine 
fa Gates lying in bed at night 
ind asking Pa, as the Hgfrt goes 
tff, “Did you remember to 
inplug Bill, dear?” 

1 have been flicking through 
Jates’s visionary account of 
he future, The Hoad Ahead. 
)r, to translate into Geek, I 
lave been randomly accessing 
i paper document by means of 
i sequenced laminar storage 
levice. The “book” only has a 
rude information retrieval 
ystem - an unreconfigurable 

Jphabetical index - but ft 
/as sufficient for what I 
, -anted to do, which was to 
xamine what Bill thinks an 
lectronk future might do for 
rt and culture. 

The important pomt ura of 
11, for any Luddite readers 

, ho like to imagine that all of 
[its will pass away, is that 
}ates is no fooL Hardty needs 
aving, realty, given that his 
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acuity of foresight has made 
him rich enough to mount a 
private moon shot. But it is 
also clear that he hasn’t been 
seduced by the technology to 
the point of complete delir- 
ium. After several pages of 
excited discussion about how 
the publishing future will be 
virtually frictionless (“fric- 
tion" is his term for the costs, 
in labour and money, of dis- 
seminating your text), he 
makes an important conces- 
sion:. “Of course,” he writes. 


“it’s easier to make copies of 
a document than it is to make 
it worth reading.” 

What Gates thinks is worth 
reading is more difficult to 
establish. He confesses at one 
point to “greatly enjoying The 
Bridges of Madison County ”, 
which makes the heart sink a 
bit. But he’s a busy man - 
maybe he couldn’t spare the 
tim e for anything longer. And 
there is more promising evi- 
dence. Jn a passage discussing 
the shortcomings of interac- 
tive forms of fiction. Gates 
makes another concession: “I 
don’t want to choose an end- 
ing for The Great Gatsby or La 
Dolce Vna. F. Scott Fitzgerald 
and Federico Fellini have 
done that for me.” This has a 
little smack of research to it, 
I think - does Gates realty 
love these works or did his 
original draft contain an elec- 
tronic note to his secretary: 


“Fill in names of art works 
here”? Still, Gates also says 
that be enjoys visiting galleries 
while on business trips 
abroad, principally because 
digital reproduction can never 
match the original. In other 
words, all the obvious objec- 
tions to fantasies about 
an electronic culture arc 
acknowledged in The Road 
Ahead. Those who think that 
Pride and Prejudice has been 
an interactive entertainment 
for 180 years have their fur 
smoothed flat every now and 
then by a remark of eminent 
common sense. 

This doesn't mean that 
Gates is putting the brakes on 
at all - simply that he occa- 
sionally seems to recognise 
that there is a difference 
between quantity of infor- 
mation (the thing that really 
gets him hot) and quality of 
information (the afterthought 


that prevents him boiling 
over). Deep down, though, he 
wants to make us all infor- 
mation millionaires and he’s 
convinced that our new- 
found wealth will release 
a surge of creativity: “The 
information highway will 
open undreamed of artistic 
and scientific opportunities 
to a new generation of 
geniuses.” he writes in his 
most messianic style. 

He’s right, 1 think, that we 
are on the verge of a new- 
medium. Real artists will 
begin to exploit multimedia 
forms in just the way that 
artists exploited the novelty of 
print. But I can’t help hoping 
that the virtues of poverty- will 
also be preserved, that the 
discipline of squeezing nour- 
ishment out of sparse texts 
will survive alongside the 
utopia of unlimited browsing 
in electronic pastures. 
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books 



This week: 

DON JUAN 

by Lord Byron (1819-24) 


RohThis unfinished epic 
in 16 cantos is the 


and sex continually cut 
across One feeling. 




greatest comic poem in 
the language. Written in 
eight-line stanzas with a 
highly elaborate rhyme 
scheme, it tells of Juan's 
(pronounced Joo-un) 
youthful adventures. 
Byron’s hero is not the 
clapped-out rake of 
Molierc and Mozart; 
closer to Tom Jones, he 
stumbles into sexual 
intrigue, more often the 
seduced than the 
seducer. 

After hanky-panky with 
Donna Julia. Juan is 
exiled from Seville by his 
mother. His ship is 
wrecked and Juan is 
forced to eat his pel 
spaniel: meanwhile his 
starving shipmates tuck 
into his tutor Pcdriilo. 
Eventually Juan lands on 
a Greek island; he is 
rescued by Haidee the 
daughter of a tough 
pirate: the couple fall in 
love: her hither 
disapproves: Juan is sold 
into slavery: Haidee dies 
of grief. 

In Constantinople, the 
sultana who has bought 
Juan, wants to capitalise 
on her investment. 
Unfortunately she 
proves to be obsessively 
jealous and Juan deserts 
her for the Russian 
Army. He besieges the 
city of Ismael and so 
impresses that he is sent 
with dispatches to St 
Petersburg arousing the 
fathomless appetite of 
the Empress Catherine. 
He leaves for England 
on a diplomatic mission 
and this enables Bryon 
to set about toffs, 
countiy houses and the 
parochialism of the John 
Bull mentality. 


Style: Byron the 
poet/narrator is the hero. 
His pyrotechnics with 
the awkward verse form 
seem effortless. Rhymes 
are thrown together with 
the gentlemanly ease of 
the Regency buck who 
must dash off another 
canto or two before the 
next glass of claret: “If 
you think 'twas 
philosophy that this did/I 
can't help thinking 
puberty assisted". 


Chief strengths: The tone 
is satiric, farcical, lyric, 
nostalgic. Byron seems 
to be in the room 
laughing at the reader, 
laughing at himself, 
laughing at the boredom 
of poetic composition. 
Underneath all is a 
restless melancholy: 
“Statesmen, chiefs, 
orators, queens, patriots. 
Idngs/Ano dandies are 
% all gone on the wind's 
wings.” 


Chief weakness: Some of 
the digressions are self- 
indulgent and the poem 
tends to sprawl: a result, 
perhaps, of serial 
publication. 


What they thought of it 
then: Wordsworth 
thought it “infamous”, 
Keats “flash". The 
public preferred Byron's 
serious verse tales, with 
their beetle-browed 
outcasts. Only Goethe 
saw it was a work of 
“boundless genius”. 


Theme: The poem is 
“meant to be a little 
quietly facetious upon . 
everything" (Bryon). It 
attacks cant and the way 
individuals prettify their 
own motives whilst 
damning others as 
hypocrites and snobs. 
TTie absurdities of 
Romanticism are 
exposed as mankind's 
highest aspirations are 
shown to he a prey for 
biological urges: food 


What we think now: 

There is st3i a tendency 
to believe that comic 
poetiy must be light 
verse. WH Auden is the 
poem’s most acute critic: 
“Don Juan is the most 
original poem in English; 
nothing like it had ever 
been written before." 


Responsible for: 

Pushkin's verse novel 
Eugene Onegin and 
Auden's experiment in 
the same stanzaic form, 
“Letter to Lord Byron", 
(which conclusively 
demonstrates Byron’s 
pre-eminence). 


After twenty years of devotion to my work, 
you must be aware of how little pleasure it 
affords me to see my pseudonym broadcast 
to the world. “Lewis Carroll" was the name 
by which I chose to separate the fanciful works 
I wrote for the pleasure of children from 
Charles Lutwidge Dodgsoo, Mathematical 
Lecturer at Christ Church, Oxford. You 
know how I have suffered on the occasions 
when my “anonym" has been penetrated by 
determined lion-hunters. Perhaps I should be 
grateful that you refer to me by my own name. 
Charles, throughout your long - your over- 
long-work. 

I have read your book attentively. From 
you, as the editor of my letters and author 
of several studies of my writings and pho- 
tography, I would have hoped for less idle 
speculation and more consideration for my 
own views. It is not all bad -you are, on some 
occasions, pleasingly astute - but I am afraid 
that I smiled at yourdaim to have shown “the 
man entire". 

I will endeavour to proceed in chrono- 
logical order, a method which you do not ap- 
pear to relish. You commence by describing, 
quite rightly, my happy, productive adoles- 
cence, my fondness for my siblings .and my 
parents, my pleasure in contriving word- 
games, playlets and ballads for the family’s 
entertainment. You mention the bullying 
which I endured as a schoolboy. I am grat- 
ified by your references to my precocity as 
a mathematcian. And yet. towards the mid- 
dle of the book, you stand the beginning on 
its head. You make only a passing reference 
to the shock I suffered when my dear moth- 
er died, two days after I entered Oxford. You 
banish that happy adolescence and present 
my father as a monster, destined to become 
a tyrant in Wonderland. What pray, are the 
mysterious calamities of my youth to which 
you obscurely refer? And why do you refuse 
to accept that the death of my poor father, 
when I was thirty-six, was “the deepest sor- 
row I have known in life?" Did you t hink me 
insincere when I wrote that? 

Having ample time nowadays to study my 
published letters, I am struck by the similar- 
ity between my father’s vivid and even violent 
imagination and my own. While sharing your 
scorn for those who have perceived the Al- 
ice books as sadistic, I am surprised that you 
have not suggested that my literary style was 
greatly affected by my father’s writing. True, 
his letters to me are largely unavailable, but 
even one might have disclosed this to a 
thoughtful reader. 

You are agreeably shrewd and consider- , 
ate in your discussions of my attachment to 
children; I am glad that you have not dwelt 
entirely on my affection for little girls. You 
are right to draw attention to my love of 
Blake’s Songs of Innocence. My feelings were, 
as I have written elsewhere, sweet and ■ 
wholesome. Wien I photographed children 
in their natural state, or invited them to dine 
in ray rooms, I did so only after obtaining 
their parents’ permission. You know my scorn 
for Mrs Grundy. Sadly, there were several 
mothers who cared more for convention than 


for the education and love which were all I 
ever wanted to bestow. “All that matters is 
what we do for others”; you will recall where 
I wrote that, I feel sure. I am at a loss to un- 
derstand why you regard my occasional 
friendships with young women in their mid- 
twenties as analogous to my avuncular af- 
fection for children of eight or nine. I was 
never entirely serious, as yon find me, when 
I described myself as “desperate" over the 
news of a former child-friend’s marriage. No 
matter! We had better approach the subject 
of the Liddells. You rightly indicate that dear 
Alice was not always a lovable child. I un- 
derstand now how strongly she resembled her 
snobbish, overbearing mother; 1 had not ful- 
ly appreciated that at the time. You seek ex- 
planations for the estrangement It was, as 
you have guessed, her mother’s doing. 

Certainly, Mrs Liddell looked for some- 
one above a poor lecturer for her daughter 
- a prince, indeed! It may have been that I 
offended her by some jesting reference to a 
marriage between us, the kind of joke which 
is made to flatter and entertain a little girL 
Mrs Liddell had no sense of humour about 
marriage prospects for her daughters. She 
regarded me. and all the Dodgsons, as so- 
cially inferior. You describe me, correctly, as ' 
a shy man and allude to the stammer from 
which all my family suffered. It would have 
pleased me if you could have indicated the 
trouble I took to cure myself and to procure 
assistance foY fellow-sufferers; Mr Rivers, 
whose son (fid so much to ease thfe trauma 
of shell-shocked poets such as Sassoon and 
Graves aftefrafy time, might have been more 
v.gfiflftewQSty mentioned. By enabling me to 
speak with more confidence, be greatfy 
eased my Iife.Tbereare respects in which you 
baffle- me.' You oyer-praise my little bur- 
lesques and parodies. You are prepared to 
aCcept the opinions of others - all most flat- 
tering ^ on my contribution to algebra and 
determinants. You have delighted me with 
the way in which you, even more than the 
excellent Martin Gardner, have penetrated 
the allusions to college life in the Alice books. 

I do, however wonder why, when you are so 
sure that I am describing the real Alice’s spoilt 


Difficulties with girls: Lewis (^rolTs fictional AEce is bombarded by playing cards (above) in Mice in 
Wonderland; fleftf Beatrice Hatch, photographed by Carroll against a prospect of white cliffs in 1867 


ways and social aspirations through her Look- 
ing-Glass journey, you also believe “Alice” 
to be a portrait of myself? You may persuade 
your readers of this, but you do not convince 
me! You are not the first to have a low opin- 
ion of the Sylvie and Bruno books. They were 
intended to be entertaining and education- 
al; it seems that they have fallen short of that 
aspiration. My humour was^ perhaps, a lit- 
tle heavy-handed. You know bow much I used 
to fear that the children for whom I devised 
jokes and conundrums were puzzled and 
bored , by my endeavours to combine in- 
struction with pleasure. But the Snark! May 
I refresh your memory about the extraordi- 
nary way in which you wrote about the poem? 
You compare it to a symphony or mass. You 
then invite your readers to memorise the re- 
frain, while comparing the sound of the words 
“Snark” and “boojum,” and conclude: “To- 
gether they encompass an extreme range of 


contradictions we face with life and death. 
That is why the Snark was a Boojum; you 
see” That, Professor Cohen, is among the 
most nonsensical observations on the poem 
I have yet been compelled to read. It is a 
poem about the search for happiness, as I 
have often written. Nothing more.HoW iron- 
ic to discover thafef *»stefied my death so 
unwittingly by usiijgihe new asbestos fires 
in my rooms! ButI would not have chosen 
to prolong my existence by many years. The 
love of an old bachelor for little children 
had. made me something of a laughing-, 
stock. It was growing bard for me to find 
new child-friends and I was never omni 
vorous, like a pig. I always liked to pick and 
choose. 


Sincerely yours. 


Charles Dodgson 


Give some 
thought this 
Christmas... 


“Fantastic... Moved it" STEPHEN KING 
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Looking for clues 

Holmes^ creator was a suffragette and a devotee of fairies. Martin Booth reports 
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■err the creator of JURASSIC PARK 


A ny biographer seeking to do a 
spot of detective work on the cre- 
ator of Sherlock Holmes will 
. heed either the deductive powers of 
the master sleuth himself, associates 
in the world of commercial espi-' 
on age or the perspicacity and dedi- 
cation of a latter-day Dr Watson; 
because the most valuable and com- 
prehensive Doyle archive is closed to 
prying biographical eyes. What 
- remains are the merest gleanings of 
a complex and captivating man 
whose life was as exciting and as 
intriguing as any of the cases pre- 
sented to his creation. 

Arthur Conan Doyle was the third 
child and the first son born to 
Charles and Mary Doyle in Edin- 
burgh in 1859. His mother was 21, his 
father a civil service architectural 
clerk in the Office of Works and a 
Sunday painter of some merit. 
Despite their genteel impecunious- 
ness. the Doyles gave their children, 
and especially their first-born son, 
the best opportunities they could 
afford. He was taught by his mother 
to read at an early age and became 
an avid bookworm. Both parents 
being intellectually curious, Arthur 
was encouraged to question what- 
ever he did not understand and to 
seek always to gain knowledge. At • 
the age of nine, his mother, believ- 
ing that the local school did not suf- ; 

ftoentfy cater for her son’s Catholi- 
cism, sent him to Stonyhurst.lt was 
a financial burden which could have 
been lifted had Arthur’s father 
agreed to sign away his son as a 
future priest: fortunately, he chose 
not to. 

A bom sportsman, Arthur did 
better on the pitch than in the dass- 
. room but, after a stay in Germany as 
a language pupil, he returned to 
Scotland where his pare nts decided 
he should enter asafe profession and 
be enrolled as a medical student at 
Edinburgh University. Working his 
way thro ugh university as a doctor’s 


Conan Doyle 
by Michael Coren 
Bloomsbury, £18.99 


assistant, and after a stint as ship’s 


doctor on-a whaler, he entered gen- 
eral practice in Plymouth then 


moved to Southsea where he set up 
his own surgery, lectured to the 
Portsmouth Literary and Scientific 
Society, captained the local cricket 
club and started to write. His output 
was prodigious and ranged from 
short stories in Boy 's Own Paper to 
learned articles in The Lancet . 

In 1885, he married Louise 
Hawkins, the sister of one of his 
patients. She was intellectually his 
inferior and their marriage, although 
it lasted until her death, was not a 
loving one. Doyle preserved his true 
affections for another, Jean Leckie, 
whom, he married after Louise’s 
death. At the same time as he started 
to write. Doyle became fascinated by 
spiritualism, a cause he was to 
espouse for the rest of his life - and 
one of the greatest enigmas about 
the man. A rational-thinking scien- 
tist by training, by now a lapsed 
Catholic, be was convinced the soul 
lived on after death and could mate- 
rialise through a medium, in later 
life, Doyle travelled all over the 
world lecturing on spiritualism and 
seeking out its frauds, so the true 
mediums could gain veracity. He also 
believed in fairies. ' 

Within a year of his marriage, 
Doyle submitted the first Sherlock 
Holmes story to London publishers. 
TWo rejected his work but the third 
paid him £25 for it: “AStudy in Scar- 
let” was published in Beeton 's Christ- 
mas Annual in 1887. It was the best 
story in the book, gained critical 
acclaim and gave birth to one erf the 
world’s most endearing literary char - . 
acters and an entire genre of fiction. 


Success spurred Doyle on to other 
things. He wrote a large corpus of 
ripping yarns of Imperialist derring- 
do as well as poetry, plays and stud- 
ies of spiritualism. Away from, the 
world of letters, he served at the age 
of 40 as a military doctor in the Boer 
War, tramped the Flanders trenches, 
guarded German PoWs, took up 
worthy causes such as the scan- 
dalous Edalji affair and the perse^ 
cution of a medium accused of witch- 
craft, supported women’s suffrage, 
was seminal in re-writing the divorce 


laws and was a prime instigator in the 
foundation of forensic science. In 


short, Doyle became a national fig-: 
ore, commanding in real terms far 
higher royalties than any British 
novelist before or since. He was the 
first of the literally “best-selling" 
authors. 

Sadly. Coren’s biography does not 
quite live up to the “definitive” label 
it bears, for it suffers from a paucity 
of original research. His study is com- 
petent but it presents nothing new, 
relying for its sources on material 
which has been well picked over in 
the past, while omitting some perti- 
nent details. The basis for Doyle’s 
construction of Holmes, the true 
nature of the author’s almost fanat- 
ical belief in the supernatural and his 
abandonment of Roman Catholi- 
cism, the underlying causes of his 
fierce patriotism and jingoistic impe- . 
rialism, not to mention his contri- 
butions to medicine (some of which 
remain valid to this day) are not stud-, 
fed in any real depth. It is as if the 
biographer himself is arriving in 
Holmes’s study in 221b, Baker Street 
to present the barest skeleton of his 
dilemma to the great man whose role 
we must accept in extrapolating, 
assimilating, assessing and inter- 
preting the many dues so as to dress 
the bones of the case with flesh. The 
trouble is, of course, we are not Sher- 
lock Holmes, and we need more than 
dues. 
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Turbulent dreams of a damaged saint 

He was a survivor of Dachau, a brilliant child psychologist - and a suicide. Nicholas Tucker considers Bruno Bettelheim 



to grief 

Harriet Paterson 


Bruno Bettelheim: The Other Side of Madness, by Nina Sutton, Duckworth, £25 


B rilliant mavericks have always been drawn to 
psychoanalysis but few have ever been so con- 
sistently contradictory as the great educator 
Bruno Bettelheim, who died iri 1990. Well 
known in Freudian circles, he always hid the 
fact that he never completed a psychoanalytic 
training and, despite claims to the contrary, possessed 
no psychology qualifications of any sort. 

Rimed as a leading therapist for taking on chil- 
dren others had rejected, Bettelheim couid also be 
irascible and violent within the fiercely protected pri- 
vacy of his own establishment While bringing out 
his book si Good Enough Parent, he disinherited the 
daughter with whom he was then bitterly quarrelling. 
As someone whose mission was to help others stand 
upon their own feeL he took his life after months 
of planning - plans in which even a four-year-old 
grandchild was not spared some of the grisly details. 

It is tempting to crow over those seif- advertised 
gurus who turn out to be less than perfect. After 
Betteiheim's suicide, many accusations were made 
against him, most notably by former pupils from his 
famous Orthogenic School (taking its cumbersome 
name from the Greek orthos (straight) and genos 
(origin). U's a predictable response to round on a 
father figure who arbitrarily abandons his surrogate 
children, but there were other ex-pupils who con- 
tinued to insist that, for them. Dr B remained a 
revered figure. He was also shown to.have exagger- 
ated the concentration camp experiences memorably 
recorded in his book The Informed Heart. But 
blaming anyone who survived such appalling cir- 
cumstances' for being slightly selective with their 
memories seems exceptionally harsh. As it was, the 
recollection of his pre-war year in Dachau and 
Buchenwald always haunted Bettelheim. He was not 
the only survivor to end his life in deep depression 
terminated by suicide. 

Like Bettelheim, Nina Sutton, the author of this 
biography, sees early family tensions as the funda- 
mental determinants of personality. The fact that 
Betteiheim's mother found him an ugly baby weighs 
more here that the effects upon him of living in fear 
of death or torture 35 years later in Dachau. Bet- 
telheira's encounters with anti-Semitism as a child, 
plus the experience of living in a family racked by the 
effects of a father suffering from syphilis, are also 
given prominence in explaining the later bouts of 
depression and self-hatred he knew so well. Sutton 
argues her case persuasively. Others might prefer to 
conclude that Bettelheim was also one of those indi- 
viduals bom with a generally discontented person- 
ality whatever their subsequent family history, 
Bettelheim saved his life at Dachau by working on 
latrine duty, which ensured a warm shower in the 
evening and the absence of close attention from bru- 
tal guards. Brought out by foreign supporters in April 
1939. just in time to escape penniless to America, he 
used his experiences as a basis for believing that, what- 
ever the odds, all human beings can make it if only 
they are given the chance. This conviction led him, 
in typically paradoxical style, to claim that his period 
of imprisonment actually did him some good. 

It was certainly the only time he never had 
thoughts about suicide of the’type that shadowed the 
rest of his life, so great was his determination to sur- 
vive. In America once, faced by pupils thought to be 
autistic. Bettelheim insisted that, however crazy their 
behaviour seemed, it still made sense if only its par- 
ticular personal meaning could be discovered. This 


injection of confidence had a most positive effect 
upon pupils and staff. Undrugged, surrounded by 
good food, lavishly rewarded with presents on their 
birthdays, even the most troubled children sometimes 
gained a new sense of self-respect. 

Had Bettelheim left it at that; he could have been 
closer in his own life to the near-omnisdent saint that 
he appears in his writings. But there was always the 
desire to impress the rest of the world at all costs, a 
desire that led to the various falsifications of results 
that were gleefully picked up on after his death. If 
he did not cure as many pupils as he claimed, and if 
severe autism turned out to be more resistant to 
therapy than he had thought, there was still much to 
admire in his achievements. Working with disturbed 
children is very hard and Bettelhim worked harder 
than most. If just one pupil ultimately triumphed, it 
was just cause for pride. In fact many of his charges 
were eventually able to lead contented, productive 
adult lives; a fine epitaph for a supremely gifted, if 
flawed, practitioner who, as a fellow Viennese once 
observed, “had all the trappings of a genius without - 
being one”. 

Even so, there were many occasions when Bettei- 
heim's views were ahead of his time. Unafraid of 
controversy, he quarrelled with the kibbutz move- 
ment In Israel, urging the return to a model of 
family life that was later to happen anyway. He 
committed the ultimate act of defiance against 
received opinion by attacking Anne Frank’s father 
in print for not doing more to help his family escape 
from the Nazis. Not for the first time, Bettelheim was 
shown to be over-hasty in his judgments, but the 
points he raised about Jewish passivity in their ter- 
rible fate helped lead to a necessary debate. His 
wholesale endorsement of fairy tales as essential read- 
ing for children (in his The Uses of Enchantment) was 
a mighty blow in the war against the inspid reading 
books once so popular in schools. 

Challenging current orthodoxies is always stimu- 
lating, and although he was a supporter of Richard _ 
Nixon and Ronald Reagan, Bettelheim remained a 
challenging figure in the field of human relations. The 
Long-stuffering staff at his school could never be 
assured of his automatic support when reporting back 
about their dealings with a particularly disruptive 
pupiL Bettelheim might instead suggest that the child 
was reacting against something a counsellor had 
unconsciously intimated themselves. This couid be 
dismaying, but by insisting there was always more to 
Learn for both teacher and pupil, Bettelheim. invested 
even the most humdrum reality with its own dynamic 
possibilities. Nothing ever appeared dull or obvions 
in the counselling sessions he held with staff, often 
late into the night after pupils had eventually gone 
to sleep, 

Nina Sutton describes his turbulent life with clar- 
ity and fairness. Written in French and well translated, 
it is an intriguing story. Whether it warrants over 500 
pages is Another matter. (Ferhaps we need a Soci- 
ety for Promoting Shorter Biographies, to lobby writ- 
ers who cannot bear to jettison any of the facts they 
have so laboriously gathered about their subject.) To . 
make matters worse, the index here is a disgrace; a 
bare list of proper nouns stripped of any helpful ancil- 
lary information. But those are my only criticisms of 
an intelligent study of one of this century’s most cel- 
ebrated writers on child psychology: an awkward 
angel for some who knew him, a pain in the neck for 
others, a beguiling enigma for the rest of us. 



'Muriel Gray tells her 
tale with immense elan. 

A smashing debut that's 
gutsier than most authors 
could ever be... 

The Trickster 
is very good 
indeed.' 

Time Out 




New Look at a sap’s dose 

The Cazalet family chronicle ends triumphantly. Sue Gaisford raises a blissful glass 


C asting off is what you do when 
you finish your knitting. It is also 
what you do in a boat, when set- 
ting sail for the open sea. In this, the 
last of her quartet of novels about 
the Cazalet family. Elizabeth Jane 
Howard reassembles her cast, tics 
them neatly together and sends 
them off into an unknown future. It 
is, you might say, satisfactory. 

You might also say that it is beau- 
tifully written, with the deceptive 
ease of a fine novelist completely in 
charge of her maleriaL Her late hus- 
band, Kingsley Amis, once said dis- 
paragingly of his son Martin that he 
was incapable of writing the plain 
sentence, “He finished his drink and 
left”. He could never have said that 
of her. 

Yet behind her simple style lie 
complex ideas. Sometimes these 
arc expressed in ironic inversions of 
cliche. Over lunch poor Villy, the 
abandoned wife of Edward Cazalet, 
finds comfort in the opportunity to 
tell her friend Hermione how awful 
she feels, but Hermione is an incur- 
able pragmatist who proffers innu- 
merable helpful suggestions. 
Exhausted. Villy escapes, “hedged in 


Casting Off 

fay Elizabeth Jane Howard 
Macmillan, £15.99 

by possibilities”, to Archie, the fam- 
ily friend in whom everyone con- 
fides. He feels such sympathy with 
the whole bunch of them that he can 
no longer “see the trees for the 
wood”. * 

Howard is perceptive, both liter- 
ally, as when describing a “lumpy 
thrush hauling a worm out of the 
grass with short, irritable tugs”, and 
more profoundly, as when observing 
the effects of sorrow. Hugh Caza- 
let, a widower, is worn dawn by his 
loss, by “the effort of trying to turn 
grief into regret, to live entirely on 
past nourishment... he had got hor- 
ribly used to missing her. This was 
described by other people as getting 
over it". And Howard appreciates 
the wild hopes entertained by chil- 
dren of divorcing parents. There is 
a poignant scene when Vill/s little 
son announces that he knows why 
his large father has left It is because 


the ceilings are too low: everything 
could be all right again if they got a 
taller house. 

The story begins with the Labour 
landslide of 1945 and ends with 
Indian independence. Public events, 
however, impinge little on the Caza- 
lets. Soldiers return home and jobs 
are scans, the war has battered 
weary, fog-bound London, but they 
feel its effects most keenly in their 
stomachs. Howard's touch is never 
surer than when writing about food. 
Rationing produces desperate mea- 
sures: stewed apple that seems to be 
full of fingernails, dried egg tasting 
of prayerbooks, Brown Windsor 
soup and rugged little fillets of 
plaice. In a dreary station tea-room 
there is a mercifully brief encounter 
with sandwiches that are appar- 
ently “writhing with antiquity.” 

Now and again, people escape - 
to France, where there are juicy 
black olives and tomatoes strewn 
with basil, or to America, land of 
enormous steaks and unlimited but- 
ter - but back home they are still 
hungry. There is a major shortage of 
servants so that everyone has to 
learn to cook; food imagery domi- 


nates their thinking. An old man has 
teeth like the old yellow almonds on 
a fruitcake; the retired govern ess'at 
a wedding is arrayed in a suit the 
colour of blackberry fool; a child’s 
.mouth is pale red and translucent, 
like the skin of a redcurranL 

But in spite of the hardships, 
they all get on with their lives. They 
button up their bust-bodices, snap 
shut their suspenders and slip hap- 
pily into the New Look, before 
powdering their noses in public, 
lighting up their innocent Passing 
Clouds, setting off to see a new 
. actress called Margaret Rutherford 
in Blithe Spirit and, as likely as not, 
frilling in love. At least four love-sto- 
ries are told, but we care most 
about plain Clary who most deserves 
- and happily achieves - bliss. 

As her reward approaches, she is 
■ fin is hin g writing her first novel The 
delightful Archie suggests that she 
must be pleased, but her pleasure 
is tinged with sadness that she has 
created so many characters to 
whom she must now say goodbye. 
The reader, coming to the end of 
this splendid saga, feels much the 
same. 


Who’s reading whom? 


The artist Maggi 
Hambfing is delving 
again into EF Benson's 
collected Lucia 
novels, published as 
lucia Rising* 

(Penguin} 


It is entirely due to Keith 
Milow that I became a 
Lnciaphile. He put the 
books my way on a trip to 
New York in 1991 and 
l*m now on a third visit to 
Tilling and Riseholme. I 
read them in the order 
that I first met them: ‘Miss 
Mapp In THling*. ’Queen 
Lucia in Riseholme', and 
so on. Once started it’s an 
addiction and I have to 
complete the cycle. Work- 


ing life in the studio is 
lonely and full of doubt 
and despair, so it's an 
enormous pleasure to end 
the day laughing. Since 
one of my ambitions is to 
die laughing, I try and get 
in a bit of practice as 1 go 
to sleep. In deepest, deep- 
est gloom I'll read Just 
H'UUam, unless I’ve drunk 
too much and the words 
start dancing around on 
the page. 



greets a stunning debut 

Rasero 

by Francisco Rebolledo. 
trans. by Helen R Lane 
Weidenfelif. £1 

F rancisco Rebolledo is a 
Mexican chemistry teacher 
who threwk aBin.to write 
. the book he had been 
dreaming of for ten years. In 
his delight at leaving the 
laboratory for the wider shores 
of literature, Rebolledo has 
produced a huge, bursting 
novel, filled with life and ideas, 
with philosophy, science, art, 
sex and death. 

■ No other time and place is 
more suitable to such an 
undertaking than 18th-century 
Paris; Rasero takes us on an 
extraordinary journey through 
the years of the Enlightenment 
and beyond, from Louis 
Quinze to Bonaparte. 

Everyone seems to be in it, at 
least all who most perfectly 
incarnate the spirit of the age: 
Diderot, d’Alembert, Mozart 
. and Madame de Pompadour, 
Danton and Desmoulins. 

Rebolledo offers intimate 
encounters with each of these 
figures. Voltaire shuffles 
around in his slippers, a bright 
red woolly cap perched on his 
wig, La Pompadour is ageing 
badly, with swollen eyelids and 
puffy cheeks. Each portrait 
resonates with historical and 
political fact, yet is alive with 
gossipy detail - 
In the manner of Pttfume, 
the book plunges straight into 
the viscera of the age; sweat, 
blood and pus smear the 
opening phrases. Diderot lies 
submerged in one of his endless 
baths, trying to remove the 
. stench of Vincennes prison, “an 
odor or urine and burned turds, 
of garlic and cooking oil, of 
scorched lime and rancid fish". 
OnlyFausto Rasero can bring 
him relief a strange young 
indgrA from Spain with a bald 
head and impenetrable blade 
eyes. Ageless, magnetic and 
visionary, he is a thoroughly' 
unusual protagonist IBs 
presence refreshes the mind 
•and body of everyone he meets, 
a revitalising influence who 
unlocks hopes and desires. He 
is a polymath, whose ceaseless 
intellect is matched only by his 
sensuality. His perfect day 
consists of a stimulating debate 
with Voltaire followed tty 
extended lovemaking with a 
new paramour. Hard to quarrel 
with that But there’s a bitch; at 
the moment of sexual dim ax, 
Rasero invariably experiences 
horrifying visions of the 20th 
century. Not only does this mar 
the moment critique , it also 
inhibits his intellectual 
discussions with friends as they 
conjecture about the future. 
They expect the progress of 
knowledge to herald In a brave 
new world. Rasero knows 
better, or rather, worse. 

Along the way, Rebolledo 
furnishes his setting with 
exquisite attention to objets 
d’art and canvases from 
Boucher to Goya: the frivolous 
rococo chez Madame de 
Pompadour; the dark, 
frightening paintings and heavy 
furniture of Rasero's Malagan- 
home. There is plenty of good 
conversation. The vocabulary is 
energetic and wide ranging 
Indeed, his writing is so fluent 
and confident, it is hard to 
remember this is a first novel. 
Hie seduces the senses and 
invigorates the intellect. He 
conducts experiments with 
time which create a giant 
puzzle around his protagonist, 
until memory and prophecy 
become fused. Equally at home 
with Rousseau or a street 
collector of excrement, he has 
what all historical writers need, 
the ability not just to study a 
subject but to assimDate it 
completely, so as to move with 
ease amongst the dead. 






■fOin 

£l! I 




4 . 


+ 




»"»•* jvl 




gPH»EMDEW.WEEKEND-> SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 







■ ' 







_ _>5v§ - 

■ 5 


Bouffant hairstyles, meaty thighs, 
voluminous bottoms clad in leopardskin 
lycra, ad hoc enjoyments in karaoke 
pubs, tango bars, Tenerife nightclubs, 
south coast promenades, hen parties at 
the Dolphin Hotel, even (above) the . 
public library - It could only be the 


world of Beryl Cook, the nation's most 
good-hearted self-taught painter. In 
Happy Days, (Gollancz, £14.99) her 
usual Plymouth-based cast of portly 
good-time girls and plumply self- 
important men is supplemented by 
characters from Glasgow and Argentina, 


their dignity constantly undercut by Ms 
Cook's indulgent good humour. Her 
autobiographical notes and chatty 
explanations of her technique have an 
additional charm that is not wholly 
ingenuous.Donald McGill meets 
Otto Dix. 


Bringing back the author 

After years of literary theory is it safe to speak of 'characters' again? By Michele Roberts 


O ne of the pleasures of reading 
involves giving free rein to drives 
of desire and curiosity, lb that 
voyeuristic indulgence, this book adds 
another the satisfaction of eavesdrop- 
ping on its two. authors chatting about 
the novels they enjoy. The reader’s 
sense of glueing a greedy ear to tbe key- 
hole is highlighted by the evident, 
delight each speakexyakesin her inter- 
locutor’s insights and comments. 
They're happily wrapped *rp in each 
other, in the give and take of ideas: - “ 
The book was conceived after its two 
authors met. during a discussion on 
George Eliot at the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival in 1992, one of whose themes was 
psychoanalysis and literature. That first 
conversation led to others, and so to 
this book, whose editor Rebecca Swift 
organised , the tape-recording and 
tweaked the final text into shape. The 
six novels chosen for discussion are 
Mansfield Park by Jane Austen, ViUette 
by Charlotte Bronte, Daniel Deronda by 
George Eliot, The Professor r House by 
Willa Catber,/4n Unofficial Base by Iris 
Murdoch and Beloved by Toni Morri- 
son. Each dialogue is preceded by a syn- 
opsis of the novel under consideration, 
a page and a half of faintly absurd plot 
summary. -You can't summarise paint- 
ings and I don’t think you can sum- 
marise novels either. A book tike 
Beloved , made precisely to investigate 
the possibilities and failures of lan- 
guages, cannot be reduced like a sauce. 
Better to skip these summaries and go . 
straight to the talks they introduce. 

Byatt'and Sodre have set out to re- 
capture and re-experience a fulfilment - 
they, believed all readers want: the 


imagining Characters 
Six Conversations about 
Women Writers 
by AS Byatt ft Ignes Sodre 
Cfiatto, £16J9 


sheer, simple pleasure of sitting about 
passfonately idling each other what they 
think about what they read. The rise of 
literary theory, they appear to suggest, 
has made the “common reader” 
(famously addressed as such by Virginia 
Woolf) lose confidence in his or her 
capacity to make literary judgments. 
You could assert the opposite too: that 
literary theory, having declared the 
death of the author, has made space for 
precisely the active, curious reader that 
Byatt and Sodre represenL At the same 
time, reading has moved hack into the 
public domain after having been seen 
for so long as a private activity. Liter- 
ary festivals celebrate not just tbe 
notion of the celebrity writer, but the 
participation of a lively and demanding 
audience of readers bursting with opin- 
ions and questions. One of the charms 
of this book is that it allows its authors 
to be both writers and readers at the 
same time. 

Sodre, as a psychoanalyst, and Byatt, 
as a writer who loves storytelling of 
both the realist and fairytale traditions, 
believe in personalities, in selves. They 
can talk about Fanny, the heroine of 
Mansfield Park, as though she were a 
real person they both know welL This, 


they insist, is how all readers operate, 
or wish to do. It’s only the thoughi 
police of literary theory who stress that 
novels are made of language, that char- 
acters represent flows of words. They 
seek to return to us a lost pleasure, that 
of indulging in delicious literary gossip 
about whether we love Fanny or loathe 
her, just as we might do with a mutual 
acquaintance. The other fashionable 
taboo they break is daring to talk about 
the author's intentions, which are not 
spelt out in the text and must remain a 
matter for speculation. They let them- 
selves assert how Jane Austen felt 
about Christianity, about morality, 
about the individual characters. It’s all 
shameless good fun. Oddly, however, 
the more they talk about characters as 
real people, the more artificial it sounds 
- treating characters as patients suf- 
fering neurotic disorders or helping 
each other to make mature life choices. 

The contribution of psychoanalysis to 
creative reading seems to lie in its 
capacity to see a novel as an entire land- 
scape, a geography of connected 
metaphors whose interplay, often 
“below” the explicit surface of the text, 
suggests the weaving of conscious and 
unconscious in the dreamer's and the 
writer's minds. This sensitive and gen- 
erous approach lets Byatt and Sodre 
link writing to the invention in other an 
forms of the Psychomachia. the battle 
of the soul. The section “Dream and 
Fiction,' 7 at the end of the this enjoy- 
able book, is almost the most interest- 
ing. In it. both writers pay passionate 
homage to the creative process of their 
chosen fields and to conversation as the 
best route to profound thought. 


Rowing brooks and soupy pedals 

What did Romanticism mean to Schubert and Liszt? Graham Johnson weighs the evidence 


F or tbe German writer bfovalis, the 
essence of Romanticism, was “to 
make the familiar strange and the 
strange familiar". The Romantic Gen- 
eration. by the distinguished American, 
pianist and critic Charles Rosen, seems 
to share this achievement The book is 
an impressive attempt to make sense of 
the cultural movement which gave us 
Schubert and Schumann, Chopin -and 
Iizst, and it does so in part by placing 
these composers in the context of far 
less famous writers of the period. 

Rosen gives long overdue recognition 
to the importance of the song cycle as 
“the most original musical form created 
in the first half of the 19th century”. For 
him, it “most dearly embodies the 
Romantic conception of experience as 
a cradual unfolding and fflummahou of 
reality in the place of Classical msis- 
[Tnceon initial clarity”. 
of Schubert’s Die schone Midterm and 
Winterreise, he rampares the song 
w nf slowiv comma mto 


writers such as n-ucmic ~ 

S£nancour (little known now, but a roll 
fSefo his day), for whom ^manti- 
Simwas embodied by momentesucb 
as these: “When the October sun 
appeanTm the mist over the yellowing 


The Romantic Generation 
by Charles Rosen 
HarperColfins, £30 

woods; when a small brook flows and 
falls in a field dosed by trees, as the 
moon sets; when, under the summer sky 
on a cloudless day, a woman’s voice 
kings, a little distant, at four o’clock in 
the midst of the walls and roofs of a 
large city 

As a song accompanist, I find 
Rosen’s literary sensibility refreshing 
but I was surprised that he gave little 
recognition to the way in which, in song 
composition, certain musical patterns 
and shapes come into being through 
verbal imagery. His comments on per- 
formance, however, are precise and illu- 
minating: for example, he argues that 
pianists should avoid too much soupy 
pedal m Schubert; it should be treated, 
not as the norm, but as a special effect. 

Though Schubert’s shadow is a con- 
stant presence throughout, the took is 
dominated by Schumann and Chopin, 
with shorter chapters on Berlioz and 
Mendelssohn, and walk-on parts for 
Bellini and Meyerbeer. The single 


chapter on Lizst strikes me as one of 
the finest explications ever written of 
his genius: unlike Uzst’s more faint- 
hearted apologists, Rosen doesn't try to 
deny the composer’s flashiness and 
chariatamy, which he acknowledges as 
an integral part of the package. 

Rosen's breadth of learning in so 
many disciplines is awesome, and he 
creates powerful syntheses out of 
diverse threads. Yet at the same time 
he can be capricious, even eccentric, lb 
discuss Romantic landscape with an in- 
depth analysis of Louis Ramond de 
Carbonnteres and Aurelio di Giorgio 
Bertoia but hardly a mention of Cas- 
par David Friedrich seems almost per- 
verse. One feels that he hasn’t quite 
decided whom he's writing for at one 
moment he is explaining that Es is the 
German for E flat; next, he's assuming 
his audience can read effortlessly from 
the printed musical examples. 

Though the amateur may sometimes 
fee! perplexed and excluded, this tour 
of tbe Romantic landscape is worth the 
occasional discomfort. It's a small price 
to pay for the dazzling insights which 
illuminate the text like lightning. There 
arc paragraphs in this book I would 
gladly pay £30 for- much less than the 
cost of a lesson with a master pianist. 


Paperbacks 

Reviewed by Emma Hagestadt and Christopher Hirst 


Up North 

by Charles Jennings 
(Abacus. £6.99) 

Sustained K a 
prodigious intake of 
curries, a London hack 
explores an alien land 
200 miles up the 
motorway. Predictably 
dyspeptic, his report is 
also a comic wnnrde 
force. Blackpool, he 
notes, is "the first place 
I’ve been to where the 
whole town has 
halitosis.” Though 
generally keen-eyed. 
Jennings bizarrek 
insists that 
Yorkshiremen drink 
beer in quarter-pini 
glasses. So how come 
they get so big? 


Fish. Fishing and the 
Meaning of Life by 
Jeremy Paxman 
(Penguin. £S.SW) 

Wriggling politicians arc 
not the only life-form 
Jeremy likes to hook. 
While mainly set on the 
riverbank. his anthology 
also trawls distant 
waters. In the section 
on 'Fish Thai Bit Back’, 
we learn how/mes-style 
attacks shocked the US 
in In 'Ones That 
Didn’t Get Away’, there 
is an l.S'39 account of 
the original Moby Dick. 
A rich haul, not only for 
anglers, with Twain and 
Orwell alongside 
Walton. 


Brown's 
Requiem 


Brown’s Requiem 
by James Elirov 
(Arrow. £5.99) 

EJlroy’s first ihriiler ' 
from 1981 updates 
Chandler w ilh a 
plotline that zigzags 
round the freeways and 
fairways ol' LA. Fritz 
Brown, a music-loving 
gumshoe with a booze 
problem, is hired by a 
slobbish caddy. Fat 
Dog. to probe his 
sister's love-life. A 
tangle of drugs, racism 
and arson ensues, with 
the near- psychopathic 
Brown contributing a 
hefty dollop of violence. 
Hard-hitting if 
derivative. 


Lives of the Great 
Songs edited by Tim dc 
Lisle (Penguin, £b.9M) 

Telling the stories of 4t» 
pop tunes from genesis 
to interpretation, this 
Independent On Sunday 
scries is as addictive as 
a box of chocs. It's the 
soul numbers - “Take 
Me to the River”. "The 
Dark End of the 
Street”. - which 
thunder in your head. 
Not all the songs are so 
great. Billy J. Kramer is 
mocked for rejecting 
The Bea tles's 
“Yesterday”, later to be 
recorded by 1.1 86 
artists. The funny thing 
is. Billv J. was right. 
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The Hounding of John 
Thomas by Craig 
Brown (Arrow. £5.99) 

From Craig Brown's 
newspaper columns 
you wouldn't know he 
was bonkers, but he 
clearly is. His novel 
tells the story of John 
Thomas MP - only son 
of Lady Chatterley and 
her lusty gamekeeper 
(aka Willie Winkie) - 
from his humble 
beginnings in a New 
Heanor grocery shop 
to the Oxford Union 
debate where the 
“disgusting” truth of 
his dodgy parentage is 
startlingly revealed. It's 
the kind of humour 
that leaves 13-year girls 
laughing helplessly on 
the floor. 




The End of Innocence 
hv Simon Garfield 
(Faber. £7.99) 

Simon Garfield's 
investigation into 
Britain's first decade of 
living with .Aids tabes a 
sober look at how the 
medical and political 
establishment tried to 
“de-gay" the virus 
before it could cope. 

He relives the initial 
panic that gripped the 
nation (health warnings 
featuring tombstones, 
fear of unwashed eups 
in restaurants), hut is at 
his best describing 
those first few doctors 
who weren’t afraid to 
grapple with this 
horrific new disease 
before it even had a 


Evelyn Wangh: A 
Biography 

by Selina Hastings 
(Minerva. £7.99 f 

“Poor Evelyn." one of 
Waugh's womcn-friends 
wrote of him laic in his 
life, “he is deeply 
unhappy - bored from 
morning (ill night, and 
has developed a 
personality which he 
hates but cannot escape 
from.” The author of 
some of the greatest 
comic novels in the 
English language wasn’t 
always much fun to be 
around, but to be fair, 
there's something 
rather humourless 
about the way Hastings 
has assembled all her 
dense data. Absorbing 
stuff, nonetheless. 


Mrs Jordan's 
Profession 
bv Claire Tomalin 
(Penguin. £8.99) 

Mrs Jordan was the 
most popular actress of 
her day. but unlike her 
contemporary, Mrs 
Siddons. her memory 
u as quickly erased from 
lhe public mind. A 
working actress all her 
life, she got by without 
great beauty, bore 13 
Illegitimate children 
(ten to the Duke of 
Clarence) and died 
alone in France, cut off 
from royal affections. 
Tbmalin's biography 
brilliantly recaptures a 
more prodigious age 
and recounts wha( must 
be one of biography’s 
saddest deaths. 
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Anna Pavord suggests presents for the green of finger 


P erhaps it is the lack of chimneys in mod- 
em homes that has forced Santa to 
transfer his attention to garden centres. 
At this time of the year, garden centre 
grottoes spring up faster than mush- 
rooms. Stranded between the compost 
and the chemicals are hasty constructions of 
picket fences, borrowed from the outdoor 
leisure department and scantily disguised with 
plastic snow. “Last grotto session 2.15-4pnT 
said a notice stuck to the hovel in our local gar- 
den centre. It made Santa sound like the local 
MP, doing his constituency surgeries. He arrived 
here (S not MP) in a flurry of helicopter blades 
on 18 November. The helicopter is a fair 
enough trade-off for the sleigh, given the price 
of reindeer feed, but November! They had 
scarcely got rid of Guy Fawkes. 

I was there swooping up a few plants to turn 
into Christmas presents. It is one of the mira- 
cles of modem life that you can still buy a steely 
blue echeveria. a kalanchoe with leaves as furry 
as a teddy bear or a waxy crassula for only 99p. 
Planted up in old bowls or baskets, which you 
can pick up in junk shops and charity shops, 
these make remarkably settled little worlds. You 
can do desert (in which case go for the three 
above) or damp. Damp displays do well in bath- 
rooms, or any place where the light is rather dif- 
fuse. Use ferns, ivies and some of the superb 
begonias in garden centres now, with lopsided 
leaves painted in bronze, pink and silver. 

TVig brooms or besoms are good value too 
- only £3.99. Difficult to wrap. I know, but you 
could do what Gardens Ulustmted did in a recent 


feature and turn them into scarecrows. For 
arms, tie a crosspiece under the broom bit, 
which becomes the head. Then you could 
dress the scarecrow in a sacking shift, decorated 
with packets of seeds and bags of small bulbs. 
Ttaemy Anemone de Cate Single Blue cost only 
£1.49. There’s another staggering bargain. 
Christmas is late to plant them, but they are 
used to growyig at odd times and will oblige. 

For the more severely practical gardener, you 
could buy a DIY mushroom kit for £3.99. 1 have 
a sneaking desire to have one myself. The way 
mushrooms grow, swelling quietly at dawn out 
of the damp, dark blanket of compost around 
them, is intriguing. Think, too, of a bacon break- 
fast in the New Year and the pleasure of being 
able to gather a handful of your own mush- 
rooms to sizzle in the pan. 

Ned Trier does something rather more glam- 
orous. He offers a Truffle Lovers’ Kit; an oak 
sapling (oak is the truffle’s preferred haunt), a 
chocolate truffle-hunting pig to help you root 
out the truffles (if you can ever encourage any 
to grow, which is doubtful) and half a pound 
of the best chocolate truffles to help you get 
over your disappointment if you don't succeed. 
The kit costs £25. Far the same price, you could 
order That Old Chestnut, a slatted wooden box 
containing a sweet chestnut tree, a box of suc- 
culent matrons glacis and recipes for your own 
chestnut harvests. Available from Ned Trier 
Gardens, 82 Windsworth Bridge Road. London 
SW6 2TF (0171-371 0775). They can send pre- 
sents for you for an extra £6. 

Touch Design can send a flat-backed glass 


wall vase, 17cm tall, 13cm wide at the neck (it 
is gently cone shaped) and 83cm across from 
the flat back to the curved front, price £20.50. 
This is iust the right size to drop in the stray 
handfuls of flowers that the garden provides at 
this season: marbled arums with spikes of jas- 
mine, the first freckled hellebores, some spikes 
of smelly viburnum. They also do a glass flow- 
erpot, 11 .5 cm tall for £1035. This is severely 
impractical, but there is a certain fascination in 
seeing how the roots of things are coming along. 
The pot is too small for amaryllis, which look 
stunning in glass containers, but you could 
squeeze in a few Iris reticulata. Touch Design 
is at PO Box 60, Andover, Hampshire SP1 1 6SS 
(01264 738060). Fragile orders will be hand 
delivered at an extra cost of £530. 

Verdigris make copper plant tags soft enough 
for you to write on with a ballpoint. Ink fades, 
but this impression is fixed permanently. You 
can buy fat T-shaped labels, 5cm high by 33 cm 
across, which are ideal for herb gardens, pot 
plants, window boxes and vegetable gardens. 
They cost £3.49 for a pack of 15. Tie-on cop- 
per plant tags, 113cm long by 2cm wide have 
a hole at one end, threaded with copper wire, 
£4.75 for a pack of 15. These can easily be fixed 
on roses, climbing plants, small trees and 
shrubs. They are widely available. In London, 
try Fulham Palace Garden Centre, The Conran 
Shop or After Noah, Upper Street, London Nl. 
For other stockists call 01438 869346. 

Sussex trugs, shallow curved wood baskets, 
first took off at the Great Exhibition of 1851, 
when Queen Victoria ordered several from 


Thomas Smith of Herstmonceux to give as pre- 
sents to members of the RoyaJ Household. 
Smith was so proud of the order that he 
walked the 60 miles to Buckingham Palace with 
his handcart, to deliver them personally. 

1 use one to carry garden tools about, 
another as a kind of In Tray - except that noth- 
ing ever goes out of it - and a third for gath- 
ering potatoes. Trugs are like that You can 
always find a reason to have another. The orig- 
inal Sussex trug, as invented by Thomas Smith, 
with a handle and rim of sweet chestnut and 
boards of cricket bat willow, is available from 
Thomas Smith's Trug Shop, Hailsham Road, 
Herstmonceux, East Sussex (01323 832137). 
Prices start from £23.60 (including p&p). Other 
styles, made from Finnish birch ply with 
coloured trims, are also available. 

For less than £20 you could order the Christ- 
mas ■ Collection of plants from the .nursery 
Wootteo’s of Wenhaston. Given the right 
weather, these four might even be in flower on 
Christmas Day. The collection includes Veron- 
ica peduncularis ‘Georgia Blue’, recently intro- 
duced from the Caucasus by Roy Lancaster. I 
had this plant from Roy and it is a very good 
doer, spreading rapidly to make a prostrate mat, 
covered with blue flowers. Sweet box, Sarco- 
cocca confusa, has insignificant white flowers 
among its dark evergreen leaves but smells like 
a scent shop. The Christmas rose, HeUebomts 
niger is an old favourite, as is the fourth plant 
in the collection. Iris unguicularis. “Suppose a 
wicked uncle who wished to check your gar- 
dening zeal left you pots of money on condi- 


tion you grew only one species of plant. What 
would you choose?” asked the Edwardian 
plantsman, E A Bowles. He chose this iris. 
Wool ten's of Wenhaston is at Blackheath. 
Wenhaston, Halesworth, Suffolk 1P19 9HD 
(01502 478258). The collection costs £14.80 if 
you collect it, or £19.80 try mail order. 

Books to look out for include A Handful of 
Flowers , an anthology of verse and prose with 
wood engravings by Yvonne Skargon, £9.95 
from Colt Books, 9 Clarendon Road, Cam- 
bridge CB2 2BH (01223 329059) and harvest- 
ing the edge by g f dutton. who does everything 
in lower case Like e« cummings. This man, sci- 
entist, gardener, poet, has spent most of his life 
among what he calls die “passionate austerities” 
of Scotland, balancing on the knife blade 
between nature and culture in his marginal gar- 
den on the slopes of the southeastern High- 
lands;. His book is published by the Menard 
Press, £8.99. . 

' A book that you'll' need two copies of, 
because once you’ve seen it, you won’t be able 
to give it away, is A Comer of England, North 
Devon landscapes and people photographed by 
James Rayilious (Devon Books/The Lutter- 
worth Press, £19.95). Here is a ruined cob bam, 
looking like a prehistoric adobe shelter. Here 
is Archie Parkhouse surveying his pig, knee 
deep in her trough, with the quiet pleasure of 
a Lord Emsworth at Blandings. Here is die 
churchyard at Shobrooke, the gravestones 
standing stark as sarsens in the cold winter light 
Avoiding nostalgia, embracing stoicism, these 
are powerful images. 



Bade to work at Chernobyl: almost 10 years after the catastrophe, 
Richard D North asks whether it is such a bad place to live . 

■ 

Bras, panties, stockings and suspender belts: Kelly Klein presents a 
spectacular history of underwear 

m 

Plus: Robert Cushman on panto; and the saga of the serial suicides 

IN TOMORROW’S INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 


CUTTINGS 



Plant names; 
how to save a 
rare vegetable; a 
Polish garden 
photographed 


N o good can come of associ- 
ation with anything labelled 
Gwladys or Ysobel or Ethyl or 
Mabelle or Kathryn. But par- 
ticularly Gwladys,” wrote P G 
Wodehouse. Pauline and 
David Hartshorn’s Directory 
of Fast Name Plants, however, 
will lead you to names you do 
want to remember. There are 
two Tnstrams, one an ivy, the 
other a sempervivum, and two 
Charleses, one a dianthus, the 
other a tulip. Flatterers might 
choose ‘Big Charles', which is 
a fuchsia. The possibilities for 
coded messages are endless. 


The directory costs £2 (incl. and seedsmen can only recoup 
p&p) and can be ordered the cost of registration on the 
dirrct from D and P Hartshorn, best-selling varieties. 
Nonesuch Cottage, Badby, Because of increasing pres- 
Northants NN 1 1 3AW. sure on marginal varieties. the 

HDRA wants to expand its 
A dopt a vegetable” is tbeplea seed library and is asking for 
rVfrom the Henry Doubleday sponsors to adopt a vegetable 
Research Association, which is and secure its survival. For 
concerned about the Limited £1230 a year, you could take 
number of vegetable varieties on the ‘Snow Write Cherry’ 
now available to gardeners, tomato or ‘Mr LenthaUY 
Since the 1970s EEC regula- broad bean. For a sponsor 
tions have required that all form, contact the HDRA at 
varieties of vegetable be reg- Ryton Organic Gardens, 
istered. But each registration Ryton -on-Dunsmore, Coven- 
costs several hundred ponnds try CVS 3LG (01203 303517). . 


J ust opened at the Polish Cul- 
tural Institute, 34 Portland 
Place, London, is an exhibition 
of photographs of Arkadia, a 
garden of 30 hectares near 
Hieborow in Poland. Arkadia 
was originally laid out between 
1778-1821 .for the Princess 
Helena Radzrwill. Its features 
include a lake, the artificial 
ruins of an aqueduct and a 
Tfemple of Diana. An extensive 
restoration of the garden is 
now being carried oul The 
exhibition, which runs until 
24 Jan is open Mon- Fri 10-4 
(Thursdays 10-8). 


Join now while stocks last . 

Hie Royal Horticultural Society isn't the only one giving away seeds. By Clare Stewart 


Tree seeds! It’s the sort of offer you effort by distributing vegetable seeds, 
p expect to see glued to the front of Surprisingly perhaps, the service 
I the first issue of Everything You continues and has not gone the way 
Need to Know about Gardening - a of free school milk or eye tests. Now 
complete guide in 97 weekly instaj- the Wisley team sends out more than 
ments, plus handy binder. half a million packets annually to 

But free seeds from the Royal members all round the world. 
Horticultural Society are a very dif- For 1996 the RHS list runs to 949 
ferent matter. These seeds do not choices. The summer’s hot weather 
come bundled into packets of old was good news for Wisley’s sun 
fashioned favourites - two parts worshippers, the plants from 
thistle to one part candytuft. Instead . Mediterranean and other hot cli- 
the RHSTs long established seed dis- mates which flowered well and pro- 
tribution service offers a compre- duced more seed than usual. Fre- 
hensive list to whet the appetite of montodendion califomiciun with its 
even the most jaded of propagators, showy yellow flowers is one of the 
Strictly speaking, the service is not summer’s successes says Marion 
free, being for RHS members only. Cox, who; runs the distribution ser- 
But for just the price of the postage- vice. The daisy flowered osteo- 
- (£230) the: 200,000' members can sperm urn and arctotis also thrived in 
apply for 20 packets of seed choos- the heat This year’s list also features 
ing from an extensive list that cov- 21 different salvias. Among the 
ers alpines, annuals, shrubs, trees perennial favourites, delphini ums 
and perennials. regularly top the list with acquilegia. 

The practice of giving out the sur- hellebores and meconopis in strong 
phis seed gathered from the gardens demand, 
at Wisley dates back to 1943, when • Seed is collected from open pol- 
the RHS was asked to help the war linated plants in the gardens as well 



as the glasshouses at Wisley, which 
means there are plants suitable for 
the house or conservatory. 

Application forms for seeds have 
to be in by 29 December and seeds 
are dispatched between January and 
April. Although only a small pro- 
portion of the RHS’s 200,000 mem- 
bers apply, this year it is expected to. 
be oversubscribed, so it is important 
to list plenty of alternative choices. 

Some seeds are only available in 
small quantities. Among these are 
rarer plants such as the alpine pen- 
stemons and spring bulbs .such as 
Fritillaria acmopeiala^ 

The RHS is not the only society to 
offer free or very low cost seeds.The 
Hardy Plant! Society, for example, - 
where there is a £10 annual fee, 
offers up to 15 packets of seed, with 
only the postage costs to pay. The 
seed is all donated by members^ arid 
this year the list runs to over 2,600 
species and varieties. 

Other groups offering seeds 
include the Alpine Garden Society 
(annual membership £15), and the 


Cyclamen SodeJy (£5 a year). The 
Cottage Garden Society (£5 a year) 
offers a choice of 2300 varieties, and 
as with the other groups 'the only 
charge is for postage. 

If you are looking to join one of 
the groups or to buy membership as 
a Christmas present for someone 
else, it is important to do so before 
the end of December if you want to 
take advantage of seed distribution. 

RHS membership costs £36, 
from the Membership Dept, The 
RHS, P0 Box 313. London • 
•SW1P 2PE. For a Christmas 
membership gift-pack call 0171- 
821 3000 as soon as possible. 

- - ■ For the RHS seed list, send an ■■ 
SAE (9x6irt) to Seed Applications, 
RHS Garden, Wisley; Woking, 
Surrey GU23 6QB (0171-834 
4333). Hardy Plant Society, 
01386 7103317. Alpine Garden 
Society.- 01386 554 790. 
Cyclamen Society: 01580 
4240221. Cottage Garten 
Society. 01270 250776. 
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Not any more 


By Anne Spackman 



Ona of Bee Bee Development's warehouse apartments in Northburgh Street Cterfeenwell. Five out of 12 have sold since going on the market last month Photo: Jane Baker 


T en years ago the London 
buyer had a choice 
between three types of 
property: an old bouse., a 
flat in a converted old 
house or a mansion 
block. Apart from Docklands, 
which few people considered to 
be part of London proper, new 
homes simply did not exist 
Now. suddenly, they are 
everywhere. Redundant offices, 
warehouses, hospitals and 
schools are having their insides 
ripped out and turned into fiats. 
Small patches of land in pros- 
perous suburbs such as Ricb- 
nx>ixl and Hampstead are being 
bought up for new 'family 
houses. Savflls expects 4,000 
new homes to be built in Loth 
don in the next 18 months. 

New Rousing was once a 
byword for naff. It conjured up 
rows of pooriy built, poorly 
designed boxes divided into tiny 
rooms. Buyers generally pro- 
ferred older properties because 
of their elegance, their' -room 
sizes, ceiling heights and period 
features. In London they had no 
other choice. 

Now, with people’s lives dom- 
inated by long hours of work, 
the ritual of renovation is losing 
its charm. Ifs-not that the love 
affair with old buildings is over, 
just that a new generation of 
buyers prefers them after they 
have bad a face lift 
The fashion for modernity is 
in part a consequence of the 
over-supply of office space in 


fringe areas of the capital. 
Clerkenwell, the most active 
new-build zone, between Isling- 
ton and the City, has seen office 
rents fall from £30 to £10 a 
square foot over the past six 
years. Just as commercial devel- 
opment became uneconomic, 
so residential development 
became more attractive. 

Only those developers still 
solvent after the crash could 
take advantage of the price 
falls. One that did was the Man- 
hattan Loft Corporation, whose 
conversion of an industrial 
building in Summer Street into 
loft shells was about the only 
successful development in a 
miserable 2992. It was one of 
the first schemes to offer large, 
urban spaces at a price the 
leather jacket crowd could 
afford, and it set the tone far the 
entire Qerkenwell/King's Cross 
rejuvenation which is now 
underway. ' 

This is singles territory, with 
bikes rather than buggies on the 
streets and new restaurants 
opening up every month. Two 
major supermarkets are cur- 
rently looking for premises in 
the neighbourhood and more 
than 300 new apartments are 
already in the pipeline for 1996. 

Hie most concentrated rede- 
velopment site is a seven and a 
half acre block owned by Bee 
Bee Developments, which is 
keen to recreate a New York vil- 
lage atmosphere. By controlling 
such a large area - it includes 48 


buildings - the company hopes 
to maintain a balance between 
homes, shops, offices and 
restaurants. “We feel there is a 
certain logic to living in the City, 
close to work, in an environ- 
ment which is a bit of fun and 
where you can buy a flat for £50 
a square foot less than in the 
west," said Craig Best of Bee 
Bee Developments. “There has 
got to be a bit of value in it for 
people. W? don’t want to see 
prices rising too fast." 

The first apartments within 
their site were released last 
month in Northburgh Street, 
where five out of 12 have 
already sold. Customers can 
choose their own finishes and 
colours but the style is generic 
“loft” - wood floors and open 
plan living with simple, modern 
lines in the kitchens and bath- 
rooms. There will be a gym on 
the ground floor. 

The idea of customer chqjce 
is a growing trend in the new- 
build market Instead of offer- 
ing 20 flats all the same, a level 
of bespoke service is being 
introduced. Buyers can choose 
between an empty shell - very 
much a niche market for the 
purists - a partly fitted flat or 
a place ready to move into. Such 
a scheme operates at the Ban- 
ner Building, a red brick ware- 
house near the Barbican, where 
prices ranee from £94,500 to 
£175,000. ” 

While demand for singles' 
homes is strong in the city. 


Who to ask 

For lafts/warehouse conversions 
Manhattan Loft Corporation 0171-631 
1888; Northburgh Street from 
Hamptons in Islington 0171-226 4688 
and Jarvis Keller 0171-251 9226; 
Banner Building from Urban Spaces 
0171-251 6661; large shell lofts at 
York Central in King's Cross from 
£155,000450,000 from Pilcher 
Hershman 0171-486 5256 and Alan 
Selby 0171-613 3055; Warner Lotts, 
bright white block in Clerkenwell from 
0171-713 1544; Bridge London Ltd, 
estate agents newly based in 
Clerkenwell Green, '0171-251 3636; 
converted Victorian school development 
in Battersea from Sapcote 0171-937 
3828; converted tea warehouse by 
Metropolis at Dingley Place, London 
EC1 0171-234 0288. 

For family houses 

Royal Thames Crescent by Barratt at 
Chiswick, priced from £200,000- 
500,000, 0181-987 9032; Berkeley 
Homes’ Barnes Waterside development 
0181-748 1 748, also from Knight 
Frank & Ruttey (0171-824 8171) and 
Boiieau Braxton (0181-741 7400); 
Berkeley is also converting an old 
hospital site in the centre of 
Hampstead, providing apartments and 
houses from £155,000-685,000, 

Knight Frank & Rutley (0171-431 
8686); Ramlion Properties is building 
eight houses at inverforth Close in 
Hampstead Garden Suburb, priced from 
£375,000- 1.3m, Savills (0171431 
4844) and Goldschmidt and Howland 
(0171435 4404); Try Homes will 
have nine four/five-bedroom terraced 
houses ready in January at Plantation 
Wharf, Battersea, 0171-585 0041. 


demand for fa mil) houses is 
pushing up price* in ihe “vil- 
lages" which ring the capital. 
The most prominent companies 
in this market are Burrall and 
Berkeley Homes. Barratt has 
completed 2.CHJ0 homes in the 
capital over the past 12 months, 
the majority of them in Dock- 
lands. One of its latest projects 
is on the Thames at Chiswick, 
where the first show home on 
the Royal Thames Crescent 
development of apartments and 
large tow n houses opened last 
week. 

Berkeley Homes, which oper- 
ates as a series of regional com- 
panies. is a relatively new name 
to London buyers. Tbny Pidgley, 
the head of the Berkeley group, 
said: “We took a conscious deci- 
sion when everybody stopped 
building that we" would make a 
drive into London. With prices 
having fallen from £1.000 to 
£200 a square foot, it did not 
seem to me to be a tremendous 
gamble." 

Since then they have been 
putting up evciything from one- 
bedroom flats to the large fam- 
ily houses which made Berke- 
ley's name in the country. In the 
last IS months Berkeley 
Thames VbJley has built in Rich- 
mond, Barnes, Putney and Ful- 
ham. In Putney the company 
did a development of just two 
large five-bedroom semi- 
detached homes and sold them 
off-plan (before they were built) 
for £550.000 each. In Rich- 


mond it sold 44 town houses 
and apartments in three 
months. 

But by far their most spec- 
tacular development is at 
Barnes, where Berkeley is build- 
ing 321 new homes around a 
nature reserve in a loop of the 
Thames. The reserve will be the 
largest urban wild fowl and wet- 
lands site in Europe, with a 
sophisticated pumping system 
for raising and lowering water 
levels to attract different birds. 

The properties range from 
four-storey apartment blocks 
to town houses, to semis to a 
couple of vast detached homes 
in an acre of garden. One has 
already been sold to a city solic- 
itor for £1.8m. With the first 
houses still two months from 
completion 46 have been sold. 

The very first buyer was 
William Cave, who has bought a 
four-bedroom house by the pond 
at the centre of the development 
He can watch it go up from the 
back of his present home a few 
hundred yards away. What had 
persuaded him to leave his ele- 
gant villa for a new home? “It 
was really the cold and inconve- 
nience of an old house," said Mr 
Cave, a retired television pro- 
ducer. “I wanted double win- 
dows, insulated walls and more 
bathrooms per bedroom. .And 1 
did not want to leave Barnes. I 
have lived here for 35 years. Yet 
one does have the culture shock 
of going from huge rooms to lit- 
tle ones." he added. 


Househunter 

Boxford, Suffolk 



Who’s Moving 


S ir John Harvey-Jones had 
been planning a spring sale 
for his Grade I Elizabethan 
manor in Ro*»-on-Wye. The 
former ICI chairman is moving 
to a smaller property up coun- 
try near Hay-on-Wye. Strurt & 
Parker was planning to put 
Rudhall Manor on the market 
with a £850,000-900,000 guide 
price. The house has six main 
bedrooms, three reception 
rooms, an indoor swimming 
pool and a cottage in 10 acres 
of gardens. Bui they didn't need 
a marketing campaign. The first 
person they told about the 
house snapped it up 
immediately. 


T he well-preserved Georgian 
facade of Kingsbury House 
fronts the conservation area of 
Swan Street in this pretty Suf- 
folk village with a river running 
through iL The house has three 
reception rooms with period 

features, a large kitchen, six 
bedrooms and a separate stu- 
dio/workshnp in the south -lac- 
ing garden, with Boxford 
Church hevund. Strutt & Parker 
in Ipsw ich (01473 214841 ) is 
asking £218.000. 

For What It's Worth 

F urther evidence of a hall to 
the slide in house prices came 
from the Nationwide ;md Hali- 
fax Building Societies Ijsi week 
which reported monthly i 

increases of 1 5 per cent and 0.3 1 
percent respectiv ely for the 
month of November. This still 
means prices are more than one 
per cent down on last year and 
is being seen more as a sign of 
prices stabilising than increas- 
ing. The one area where prices 
have risen over the past 12 
months is in the new homes sec- 
tor. w'here the Halifax records 
an average house price of 
£69.171 compared with £60.706 
for second-hand properties. 

Another encouraging note 
comes from the Bidwefls group 
of estate agents based in East . 
Anglia. The normally sluggish 
month of November turned out 
(o be their best month for busi- 
ness in 1915. Jock Lloyd-Jones. 
the head of Bidwells, secs this 
as further evidence of the wan- 
ing of the seasons in the hous- 
ing market. He will he one of 
many 3gcnts advising potential 
sellers to go to the market as 
soon as they arc ready, as it no 
longer makes sense to wait for 
the traditional spring season. 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


property • residential 


Fax: 0171 293 2505 


Country Property 


HERTFORDSHIRE 



One-bedrocaned. Grade U 
listed barn coeversSon tstth 
small private, walled ■ 
garden. 

Property set within a pdva nr 
courtyard In picturesque*! 
village- location. Easy aocesa 
to major roads (AJO. Ml II. 
8 irfies Stansted Airport 
Ideal far commuting or as 
■ Artist's Studio. 
£76.900 Freehold 
Tel: 01245 256046 


[IDE - North Ybrt- 
iva & fjscuro ground 

ivarM out of a targe 
Whig, along w«h 
& chaWa. Open 
ipe« pliant 
ring nn, ML 2 beds & 
GCH. dbto gtadng. 
BHdaru Manage™** 
i2JJ0Q. Taf 01863 

SALCOHBE. spo- 
ilt (usurious Stone 
tahOaonaaetodoa 
i, medow sway (mm 
wash, indoor pool 
loung, lands TWs 
Dinattart of property 
through group own- 
i an oW»rtudty to 
rilfc 2nd homo- F* 

M Barton, Freeport 

je. Oavon TQ7 1BR 



WESTBOURW 

BOURNEMOUTH 

l 15 moot** 

SfiKUttSliE 

2bcdre^lw4i«io. 

. fined "2L- 

Bav Whilom 2nd Oprt ftepwee 
‘ inqmaCnkK-BC 
No etuis £39.959 


East Anglia 


- 2 D minutes. 
Charming Victorian village 
house. 2 teds, many original 
features, fitted pine kitchen. 
Perfect hofiday home. 
£39.000 
Tet 01328 730340 



To Let 


CHURCHILL BEAUMONT 
[/TV ESTATE LTD 
Pa? arrets- 
«amiaum. wu» ukkw □ nu 
reu mi va ■ toe mi to tss 

DOCKLANDS 

LUXURY 2 [» BEDROOM API 
LARGE RECEPTION, 

- WOQO FLOOR. 
WGHCBUNGS. 
UNDERGROUND PARKING 
£220 p/W 

DOCKLANDS 

LUXURY2 BED28AJH APT 
WITH R/VTEW TERRACE, 24 HR 
POCfTER.FWG.UUS. FACS. 

' D/W.W/D MICRO 

saw p/w 


BETHNAL GREEN - 3 Bed 
huturv aw?™** on lap floor 
ol secure modem block In tree 
lilted street next to park. 1 
minute lo ordapwBKl lone 
slop to Liverpool Si), stripped 
Oen interesting design and 
features, C-C.H. washing 
machine. long let preferred 
i-tui p.w. please phone 0181 
m 9BHJ tto agents please). 


London Property 


SPITALFIELD 

El 

A unique mntaoa eonwreon id 
pwrifeBIfeylMjagig NJi 
s p a cfcaD on apmtiiwfc affxm / tnflo 
fast ttCeyd London 

- Exposed Biter beams gtesbrek 
■afe. hanluood taxing etc. 

- One and Mobedoom tufa 

- fepfXK 800- 1300 sqR) 

- Oufepresrid 

- Prices start al £119,000 
For a brochure please contact 

SHERIDAN PROPERTY 
CONSULTANTS 
0181 501 2020 

0860 27S 260 


FULHAM SWB Lott fa Victorian 
warehouse, 1200/2500 sq n. T* 
OTB6SB4S2S& 

LOFTS. PROPER SIZED . big dou- 
ble voluned afwn apartments. 
Battersea Parting, secure gated 
etta. Probably ban schema 
around From C120.DD0. SAP- 
OOTECVn 937387* 


fVance 


FRENCH PROPERTY HEWS 
moMNy; for yov « tree copy We- 

phene (0181) B<71 634. 

£2^00 FOR A HOLIDAY HOIIE IN 
SJUHTTANY7 Co- om w eiahlp 
saheme gives yon 4 weeks use 
[La. ol a picturesque atone cot- 
tage in a ktytto location and a 
stake infra freehold. RinQ 01 3M 
283S2S tor details. 


LONDON E8 



Warehouse ettnenton tn own 
grounds, stylish 2/3 
bcdnxjmed bouse with gdkiy. 
crlgtiml beams, open pLm 
design. FVtvnlr balcony 
mrrlooks courtyard Own 
secure partdnc. Very dose io 
dry. Good family base. 
£99,000 

0171 923 2711 


LONDON El 4 



Stunning mtnlmafist bit 
900 sq.tt 

Featured in leading design 
magazines 
£115,000 

"telephone 0171-987 8850 


me BEDSIT sham bam. kitchen. In 
cfli let floor flal with prol woman 
Mrs. EWQftnth Inc. ail bBs excepi 
ptane. 01B1B064785 


CLINK WHARF, SE1 


Brand new warehouse style development. 

River front with stunning views. 2,500 - 3,200 sq ft. 

Shell finish, garage, DE GROOT 

balcony, lift- 999 years. COLLIS 

Prices from £375,000. 0171-235 


w\ 

5 8090 1 


London Property 


REAL SPACE 
CORPORATION 

Large Residential Lofts of 
2,000 sq ft upwards from £80 sq/ft. 
Between Islington & Old Street. 

Phone: 0171 251 6117 
Fax: 0171 336 6290 



LOFTS 
FOR SALE 

(Battersea) 

SAPCOTE 

01719373878 



HOTBLACK DES1ATO 
ES71IT 

Camden A penthouse loft 
above a converted piano 
factory with spectacular 
views; 2!i mi lee to Oxford 
Circus. 40' Living Rm 
with Oak FI. Kit. 3 Bods. 
2 Baths. Terraces. 
Parking. 

£450,000 Uh. 

View today 0171 284 4214 
or 0171 482 2894 


LONDON EC2 

LOFTS IN 
QUALITY NEWLY 
CONVERTED 
VICTORIAN 
WAREHOUSES 

1,500- 1,800 sq ft 
from £10O/sq ft 
fitted 

STIRLING 
ackroyd 
0171 729 7763 
Fax: 0171 729 5466 


fflGHPOINT I 

H1GHC.ATE, N6 



Sfiionuif .nhiTrtl - iyrfurhiihi.il 

I'J Bid Ftor in 

uiirU - renowned Grade It Star 
failed htoci h> Luted m - 
of Li thIjuj pci! pnkni. icnnii 
loutu. huinl pool, iwlertse 

Direct anxu in avaifabic jearnpe 

1189.00ft 
OlAl 341 33K3 


London Property 


CLERKEN WELL 
8 NORTHBURGH STREET, EC1 



A selection of large 2 bedroom apartments 
convened from this superb Clerkenwell 
warehouse, with large living .ire.»s fully 
fitted and equipped kitchens and natural 
wood floors. Marble entrance hall, video 
entry phone, lift. 

Prices from £165.000 - £200.000 

4 Reserved 9 remaining 
SHOW FLATS AVAILABLE 

-Hamptons- 

Tet 0171 226 4688 Tel: 0171 251 9226 



29 Li RS WICK ROAD, LONDON, E9 

1 CHOICE OF SnrVNINC I VXD 2 EEDROOMED FLATS 
SET iROL'ND A PRIVATE COURTYARD. 
CONVERTED FROM A SPECTACULAR ART DECO 
BULDINC. 

■ ENTRY VI* ELECTRONIC SECURITY CATES. 
■SECLUDED COURTYARD. 

■ PRIVATE SECURE PARKING, • FI LL C.AS CH-. 
•COLOSSAL WINDOWS (MOST ItlFT HIGH). 

• H7TED KITCHENS WITH APPLIANCES. 

.RESIDENTS' GYMNASIUM 

I BED FLATS from £47j>95l 
h BED FLATS from £54.W5| 



London Property 



BERMONDSEY - SE1 

from £109,500.00 

SIX HUGE LOFT 
APARTMENTS 
TELEPHONE : 
0171 403 0600 


SUMMERS | 

■CLERKENWE 



A doueie rteutii lots apartrn&nt 
oJopproi laCOtqfT E*pos«i 
Dncif wait. ttmo©f ftoon 
mezzonine bed deck 
£260.000 
Frank Hearts & Co 

0171 600 7000 


LimehouseEU 



Lnud llawom M fin 
pfrUr p*tio it Uorfjnb*. 

Tfe .Tal a p: rfl Njnuv a 
mtb Jnttt Sooth Ijrim; fat 

Biw TkaoiB ad Lhuk3D Dad, IS 
nisi to Ck*VM DUbcbi IVntfmj. 
Qo«r faCeaiy Wuri anJ CTtt Aupo-r 

£99,950 

Td 0171-537 2942 



To advertise on the Property Page please call 
Matt Quarendon on 0171 293 2343 
or Graham DaUison on 0171 293 2302. 
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Simon Calder takes the 38 bus from Victoria to Clapton Pond 


B ritain's best tourism bargain is 
red, 14ft 6in high and holds 77 
passengers {though the last 
five on must stand). A one-way 
ticket costs £1.20 for adults, 
30p for children and nothing 
at all for senior citizens. Catch the num- 
ber 3S bus on the long and winding bus 
lane past Buckingham Palace and the 
Ball's PoikI Road On a good day it cov- 
ers the seven miles in under an hour, 
and reveals a startling cross-section of 
the capital. 

Ever since the terminus was com- 
pleted. opulence has been wearing off 
Victoria Station; important interna- 
tional trains now terminate at 'Water- 
loo. Skipping and slipping over spilt 
diesel in the squalid shed that passes 
as a bus station, you should find a 38 
waiting in buy 1. One leaves at least 
every sl\ minutes during the day, the 
timetable says, though people shiver- 
ing at stops along the way might dis- 
pute such confidence. 

Except on Sundays (when a nasty 
modem vehicle is substituted), the 38 
route is plied by the Routem aster. This 
icon of transport design was built 
specifically for the capital, though the 
modest double-decker has since found 
employment as far away as Sri Lanka. 
The Routemaster began running in 
1954, and since then no one has come 
up with a better vehicle for the city’s 
streets. Its lines are dean, its curves 
graceful and its open platform an ideal 
solution to traffic congestion - grid- 
locked passengers can just hop off. 

Ifour sets of traffic lights in the first 
quarter-mile provide plenty of oppor- 
tunities for latecomers to step aboard. 
Suddenly the shambles around the sta- 
tion gives way to the back garden of 
a large private house. Upper-deck pas- 
sengers get a view denied to ail but 
Garden Party invitees. 

Grab the front seat, and you see the 
theory behind the regal sweep into 
Hyde Park, now disfigured by a swirl 
of vehicles. Pride of place is seized by 
the Winged Victory of Samothrace, a 
chariot swooping above the arch cel- 
ebrating victory in the Great War. 

The imperious sandstone of the 
building by the park gate bears the 
address: Number One, London. This 
Robert Adam mansion, officially 
known os Apsley House, was built for 
the Duke of Wellington in the 1770s. 
It was the centrepiece of a grand neo- 
classical terrace at the western 
entrance to Westminster, but die neigh- 
bours were demolished in the same 


1960s bout of insanity that caused 
Hyde Park Comer to be degraded to 
the capitaFs biggest gyratory system. 
The house re-opened this summer and 
contains one of London’s least-known 
collections of fine art. Its address stems 
from when a toll-booth greeted visitors 
from the west; Apsley House was the 
first structure you reached. 

These days, everyone racing in from 
the west congeals in the traffic here. 
Hello, Piccadilly: what in most dries 
would be a grand prospect ends up 
being the last leg of the M4 motorway. 
The majesty of the street is evident only 
to those on the top deck, who can dis- 
cern the grand underlying theme to the 
half-mile-long approach to the Circus. 

One in nine of all the buses every- 
where in Greater London passes Pic- 
cadilly Circus, making it the hub of 
.London Transport's operations. 
Inbound buses now have to take a tong 
detour, but your outbound bus slices 
straight past Eros and on to Shaftes- 
bury Avenue - arguably the world cen- 
tre of commercial drama. You pass 
only three theatres, since most of the 
theatrical Wfest End is north and south 
of here. A more striking image is the 
first cross-cultural encounter coming 
up on the right, as you brush up 
against Chinatown. The stretch from 
Cambridge Circus past newly-listed 
Centrepoint and into New Oxford 
Street is plain urban vulgarity. 

Crossing Southampton Row, look 
to the right for the trash-laden 
entrance to the old tram tunnel that 
once provided a fast trade through the 
capital The least said about the con- 
glomeration of 1960s bad ideas along 
Theobald’s Road, the better. It is 
redeemed -first by number five, DJM 
House, the imposing town house 
where Elton John first made his musi- 
cal way in the world. Since the pop 
publisher Dick James Music went 
into decline, a public relations com- 
pany has taken it over and installed a 
natty bar at street level - but only for 
staff and clients. Adjacent, the expan- 
sive acres of Gray's Inn Gardens are 
also closed to ordinary mortals. 

Rosebery Avenue, where you 
sweep left, is not just the most mis- 
spelled street on the 38 route -it also 
conceals some underground won- 
ders. First, foe sorting office at Mount 
Pleasant is Britain’s biggest, and the 
heart of the Post Office’s private 
tube line. Next, the headquarters of 
Thames Water is a collusion erf budd- 
ings and earthworks known as New 


River Head, so called because some 
Victorian plumbing on a monstrous 
scale diverted an underwater channel 
here. On a more modest scaJe,, a 
plaque on the ornate Fmsbury Tcwn 
Hall informs you itwasthe place.tbat 
elected the first Asian to the House 
of Commons: Dadabbai Naorajirep- 
. resented Central Finsbury for the Lib- 
erals in. the 1890s. Opposite, the 
British HQ of Amnesty International 
marks but one of several noble, causes 
-whose offices ar e located on the cor- 
ner of AmweO Street. 

The Angd, Islington costs £120 an 
the Monopoly board, but these days it 
looks overpriced Any angelic proper- 
ties have beat submeiged beoeathone 
of the capital’s scruffier crossroads. 
More inappropriate names are just 
ahead: Upper Street is middle-class^ 
and Essex Road doesnt go to the 
county. It does, however, mark the' 
boundary into Zone 2 erf the capita’s 
transport tystem. There cpuli? easily be 
a sign warning “Now entering subur- 
bia . The landscape changes, the street 
furniture becomes more unpredictable. 
Off to the left a hut promising Qual- 
ity Shellfish carries a periunettny expla- 
nation for being dosed: “When not 
here, gone fishing for them.’* 

Essex Road is often a river of ted. 
The 73 bus seems to be breeding in 
Stoke Newington, judging from the 
number of them trawling for passengers 
and jostling with the 38 for road space. 
The best breathing space is the broad 
sweep of Annetft Qesoenl^recoiBng 
elegantly from the throughfare. 

Ball’s Pond Road begins unprom- 
isingly. but give it a chance and it sud- 
deriy becomes the most splendid 
street on the 38 route. On the right, 
Brunswick Place is a terrace that 
seems to stretch forever, tainted only 
by a couple of factories bolted oh to 
the western end Left, fie site winch 
the Metropolitan Benefit Societies 
chose to build almshouses with' the; 
grace of palaces. The dwe&hgji, 
arranged daintily around a coui£- 
yard, are protected by arrogantefafrs- 
ney stacks that battle fbr proflfinegjte .. 
with a festoon of turrets, every ode a 
miniature folly. 

“Budding with re!xgiou$ pse^fe 
sale” announces the sign on an aban- 
doned church, summing up the ethnic 
wealth of east London.- It might 
become a mosque or a temple? fie 
worship possibilities 'are endless iiLa 
quarter where the Haclmqy Cypriot 
Community Association stenext to die 


- African -Video Centre. Across on Dal-, 
stem Lane, the Hackney Peace Carni- 
val Mural depicts the cfevil in the midst 

' of a multicultural celebration. 

• , With hide the bps wifi cover the next 

mile along' Graham. Road with dis- 

- patdh.»youneediK>tdweB 6 ncrun 3 - 
bfinggraMeur.TItock»estthe38gets 
to a hairpin bend is a sharp turn that 

•* catapults you on to die Hackney one- 
way system and pauses outside an 
heroic survivor. E Gibbons estab- 
lished his Department Store in 1831 . 
whoa Hackney was probably Europe's 
richest borough; now it Is Britain's 
poorest. Not much has changed for 
. Gibbons’s store in terms of decor or, 
■indeed, stock; the only concession to 
■ the 20th century is the acceptance of 
Visa cards. ■ • 

In no sense is it att downhill from 
here. The best flourish that the route 
can offer is around the comer. Tbehus 
climbs diagonally across the glorious 
Clapton Square. South, St John at 
. Hackney has mam tamed its austere 
grace through economic decline; 
norths the residential sense of order is 
disrupted by some modem atrocities 
but rescued by fading) ruddy leaves, 
budding crocuses and a scattering of 
snow that makes it as pretty an ensem- 
ble as any New England picture post- 
card. Off to one ride, the towering 
. police station looks like the wok of an 
East Eind Frank Uoyd Wright, rising 
from, stre et level with bold triangles 
aixistridentcuivBS.Tfieo,mqukksDC- 
cession, the spruce f&gade of Hadpney 
Public Baths and the art deco Strand 
Building. ... 

"One more triumph lies on -the 
final straight’ the United Reformed 
Church, a temple that . diminishes 
everything else on fie Lower Clap- 
ton Road. The fi^e stonework, is 
presently swathed m English Her- 
itage scaffolding', bntit wiH soon re- 
; open as the jewel in Clapton's tar- 
nished crairti 

7 BaJFs j|*§8 has long evaporated, 

: but fie 3$§3hmiius at Clapton Pond 
supports a small population of ipaal- 
.'bratTWelcoine toj&ckney’s .Parks'*, 
cote a itotice, but afl ' the. gates are - 

journey itself. From here, ‘ youf 
options axe limited; you could make 
your getaway on a inkc from the 
Cham-Gt^bDce shop, or in a Skoda 
from Newtoh Motors. Best, though, 
totakeanmstarrtre-runon thebti$: 
back to Victoria. '• 
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Bargain of the week 


something 
to declare 


The first-ever charter flights between the UK 
and Costa Rica begin on Tuesday. Return 
tickets costing £515 (prices go up in 
February) are available from Voyages Jules 
Verne (0171-723 5066). Having found your 
way to San Jose, the capital, go on a magical 
tour of Central America's most stunning 
scenery - you need invest only $50 (£30). 
This buys a return bus trip to Panama City 
along the Pan-American Highway. You must 
book locally, through Panaline’s office at the 
Continental Hotel in San Jose. 


^INDEPENDENT 


TRAVEL O FF E R 


Skiing in Switzerland 


Flights direct from Heathrow, 
Gatwick or Manchester 
Departures 6th, 1 3th, 20 th, 
or 27th Jan uary, — 

£399 I 

The best Swiss Ski offer this season 
with flights From Heathrow, Gatwick 
or Manchester. The resort is Crans 
Montana where there is some of the 
best skiing to be found in the Alps. 
Travel is by scheduled Sights to Geneva 
plus return transfer to Crans Montana. 
{Please note air supplement of £49 from 
Manchester applies). Accommodation 
is at the 3-slar Hotel Crans-Mani on a 
half-board basis for seven nights and 
all rooms have private facilities. 

This represents exceptional 

value for money 

for skiing in Switzerland 

Reg. In England I WKVS 7 Nnnpoper Publishing PLC 



For foil details or to book, plus information 
on hundreds of other ski holidays rail 

Highlight Trawl on 

0990 737373 

or send completed coupon to: 
INDEPENDENT TRAVEL OFFER 
Highlight Travel Ud, PO Box 39. 
Hoddesdon, Herts ENI0 7RJ 


| NUKlIfrffltnUiMVlL 
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Trouble spots 

This week's advice from 
our man in the Foreign Office 

Poland: There have been a number of 
bombings in Warsaw, carried out by 
rival gangs, but foreigners have not 
been targeted. There is a serious risk 
of robbery at stations and on trains. 

Western Sahara: We advise against 
travel in the territory. Travel is 
restricted. Overland travellers may 
well be turned back at Dakhla. 

Kenya: Muggings and armed attacks 
can occur anywhere and at any time, 
particularly in Nairobi and Mom- 
• basa. Armed carjackings are preva- 
lent in the Nairobi area and on the 
Nairobi-Magadi road. Do not 
attempt to escape from hijackers or 
resist their demands. 

France: Exercise sensible precautions, 
particularly in official and public 
places such as airports, railways and 
metro stations, British business 
premises and shops. 

Foreign Office travel advice is available 
on 0171-270 4129; on BBC2 Ceefax 
page 564 onwards ; and on the Internet 
at http://www.fco.gov.uk/ 


Visitors’ book 

Psnydawdd Court, near Abergavenny 

A lot of green, sheep, rain and 

kindness 

-Antonella 

?? 

- Bruce, San Francisco 
I! 

- Ruth, San Francisco 

Like staying in a time capsule 

- Trevor and Hazel, Evesham 

Blade pudding was my favourite 

- Sophie, Fulham 

You may have wondered why we were 
acting a little strange on the Sunday. I 
proposed to Nicky after dinner 

- Guy, Twickenham 

The best place ever to spend our 
wedding night 
-LaandAIec 


A likely story 

‘It is as easy to get married in Las Ifegas 
as ttls to get a TV licence’ 

- ‘Essentially America’ magazine, 
winter 1995 

If marriage, like life, is a lottery, 

I where better to place your bets 
than in the gambling capital of the 
world? All you need, according to 
this lifestyle and travel magazine, 
is a spouse, a passport, $35 (£21) 
in cash and to be free to many. 

About 100,000 marriage 
licences are issued each year in 
Las Vegas, compared with 21.5 
million TV licences in Britain. I 
have just bought one of the latter, 
and found the experience largely 
unstressful. 

While the Las Vegas courthouse 
keeps longer hours than any 
British post office (8am to mid- 
night, and around the dock at 
weekends), it merely takes care of 
the legal formalities. You have to 
make your way to one of the 
dozens of wedding chapels that 
line the Strip for the actual cere- . 
mony. You must chose from places 
of worship like the little Church 
of the West and the Graeeland 
Wedding Chapel, both of which 
looked to me like the worst sort of 
prefabricated NewTbwn churches 

- with even poorer ambience. So 


III »— 


ter an inflight ceremony in a heli- 
copter hovering above Glitter 
Gulch, or the eminently practical 
drive-thru wedding. 

Even if you take tins high- 
speed option, the whole nuptial 
. procedure could make a dent of 
an hour in your valuable gambling 
time. Even with Chris tmas-length 
queues at the post office, you 
would be unlucky indeed to spend 
this long queuing for a TV 
licence. And the $35 is just for 
legal fees: the wedding chapel will 
give you a price list for the actual 
ceremony, and discreetly suggest 
how much to tip the minis ter, 

. At £86.50 (shortly to increase 
to £90) a colour television licence 
is a big investment However, if 
you change your mind you could 
always sell the TV, you get a 
refund on the unused portion of 
the licence. Don’t try this with a 
marriage licence, even one Issued 
in L^s Vegas. 

Simon Calder 
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$ \y. books to resc- 
an the journey 

London Fields b ; - iter;;;: Amis 1 IK 3c 
passes •.vrriiin 40 -j yards or th- 
eponymous mc-sdowk 
84 Charing Cross Road by Heiere Hann 
uric 38 Iravertes :!<? wit’- side c-i 
Cambtidge C-ircu* uorr i.ie ismejs 
bookshop!. 

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy cv y hr Le 
C3rrj. teco-ir.: ;n i‘ir ; :rrr.-i : il> HO at 
Cambridge Circvs 

Rough Guide to London f\ Rob 
Humphries. 

The Big Red Trsrr: Ride :■. E? ! t Nf-.vbj. 
ter a small red bus r:de. 

By 3us to ti he Sahara by •■ic-mor. -.Vest, 
•vno i . is i-orri a center. 3g:-; h:s riissuc ot 
eaiiy BCth-ceniu:; tr;-- er •.-..■.ring nas jus: 
t;en ri - 1 • ; .;? 5 :•• • E : ac i- • \ :• n i Co . ?9 ’■ . 


line has comer--: 
j are really 
ling pass . 


Head north tor Hogmanay 

, .. ' You can now fly to Scotland tor as little as £29. By Simon Calder 


A ore on the great British 
ileciipsc -of, the 1920s. _•■ 
jithony d'Avray of Bognor 
.•calls his part in the space- . 
me continuum: “I saw tbf _' 
>tal eclipse, on a hot, diy early 
loming at New AUerton in 
otts. We all got up very early 
ad had the smoked glass that 
ewspapers advised us to use. 

/e flung open the upper floor • 

' indows and gawped. Th£ . 
rcitemenl really was esttaof- 
inarv.” Mr d'Avray gives' his * 
je as “then J 1, now 79”. ^ ; » 

Philip Robinson Of Shefifidd 5 ^ “ 
inpoints the precise da^ as ; 4 
? Jirw 1 927, and reminds yis^ , ■ 
nrsw Cornwall on 11 
499 to “Book that B&B”. ’•■ ' 

JK DEPARTURES 

'tained glass in Ely Cathe- 
dral. William Morris’s 
)xford and “Hidden North- 
mpton” are three of the' 
tudy daw organised next- 
princ bv Inscape Fine Art 
feure (01993 891726). The 
©st of each is £25-£30. includ- 
ng admission fees. 

f wo new backpackers' hostels 
are open for business. ll>e 
3Sford Backpackers’ Hostek j 
' 01865721761) is located mid- 
i-ay between the rail and bus I 
itaiions on Hythe Bridge l 

>treei. and costs £9 a night for ■ ■! 

1 .dormitory bed. Rividra- i 

BBt^padtersfl7lSd35501WM, .! 

SU roe ires from the beach at j 
l^^ion in Devon, charges- j 

-| 

’\r • j, 

^© seaside hotslK are pro- -F 
wadifig activity breaks over j-. 
di£ winter aimed at visuafljt j 
ggdfcappfid people- 'Thtf- ■ 
^SseS H^e! m Bognor Regis ; 
Jjd^the LaurirtOn Hotel in . 
y^cston-s uper-M are arc ttin- ; 

themed weeks, usdef ; 
“ft auspices of Action Fp r j 
P^e (Ori-^Z 8771 J- 


O nly 22 days remhia Not to 
the pseudo-Christian festi- 
val that obliterates the 
■ mid-twenties of December, but 
to the far more significant cel- 
ebration on the last day of the 
year. Flight bookings to Scot- 
-land for Hogmanay are heav- 
ier than ever, not least because 
of the sudden' increase in 
capacity from the London 
■area. Already seats are scarce 
for the long haul north on 31 
December, but anyone who is 
flexible about thSir dates can 
take advantage of the fares war 
that hasbrokert out ovdr flights 
ib Edinburgh and Glasgow 
over the last few weeks. The 
•range of options is given below, 
along with the Independents 
weighted cost calculation con- 
siderations. For this purpose, 
your time is calculated at the 
Labour Party’s potential 
national minimum wage of £4 
per hour, and is added for 
each leg of the journey to the 


total cost. For the purposes of 
comparison we have taken a 
journey from Piccadilly Circus 
in central London ('accessible 
from the 38 bus - see above) 
to Glasgow Cross. 

The newcomers 

Sir Freddie Laker was the 
British pioneer of “no-frills” 
service, but Easy Jet (01582 
445566) has embraced the idea 
for its flights from Luton to 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. The 
first tranche of seats on each 
flight is sold at £29 single, with 
subsequent tranches at £39. 
£49 and £59. Air passenger 
duty of £5 is extra. You can't 
expect much for a fare of £29. 
and you don't get it. The 
denim-dad cabin crew will sell 
you a snack if you insist. 

Luton is not the most pop- 
ular airport in the south east, 
but it is served by fast trains 
from Kings Cross/St Pancras 
and a connecting bus. The trip 


takes about 45 minutes all in 
for a fare of £9.6ti: on the 
southbound journey, you get a 
voucher entitling you to half- 
price travel. 

A bus from the airport to 
Glasgow city centre takes 
about 30 minutes and costs £4 
return. You can walk from 
Buchanan Street bus station to 
Glasgow Cross in 10 minutes 

Time: 3 hours 30 minutes. 
Cost: £79.40 Weighted raring: 
£107.40. First-footing forecast: 
nothing at the lowest fare left 
for New Year's Eve. 

Ryanair (0171-435 71011 is 
now offering an all-expense- 
spared service between 
Stansied and Prestwick, two of 
the UK's less fashionable air- 
ports. Both have rail connec- 
tions, and this is where Ryanair 
really scores. It has negotiated 
rail bargains at both ends. The 
link from London's Liverpool 
Sireei to Stansied costs £7 
return, while at Prestwick vou 



LAST RESORT FAIR ISLE 



Party on: Glasgow can be as little as three hours from Piccadilly Circus 
in London rholograpn. Michael Deni . impact 

get. amazingly, a free ticket :o Central Station, .i short walk 
any station in Scotland. The from Glasgow Cro.s-. 
Prestwick line is not the fastest The air Tare has been cut to 
in die nation, but lake*. >ou to £58 return : plus taxi, but this 


Twenty-five hours from Glasgow - by air 


I f vou ever wondered about 
the last habitable ejetreroe of 
the British Isles. ! think I 
have found it However cheap 
and quick vour route to Glas- 
gow, vou will find the farthest- 
flung* outpost of British Air- 
wavs' Highlands Wands 
network requires a farther o- 
hour journey via Inverness, 
Kirkwall, Sumburgh A i .Shet- 
land (where you are obhged-to 
stay overnight) and Tingwall. 
This, I repeat, is by air. And 
when vou get there, the chal- 
lenae is only just beginning. 

Exploring an .'^ ,and J^ 
miles by three, with one. road 


and an offshoot, should he an 
easy task. But Fair Isle has 26 
miles of the most rugged and 
beautiful coastline in Britain. 
Vou want to take vour rime 
here, to savour it all. Where 
else would you find such a 
combination . of high cliffs, 
tremendous sea stacks, terrific 
waves and birds - puffins, cor- 
morants. greater black back 
gulls, terns, skuas. 

When 1 last visited, ifac 
island’s dose cropped grass 
had taken over the small run- 
way, despite the planes fre- 
quently landing and taking off. 
Every croft had a carefully 


tended vegetable garden and it 
seemed that every house had a 
wonderful view. 

Fair Isle is a busy, thriving lit- 
tle place. It is owned by the 
National Trust for Scotland, 
which manages the island 
assiduously. It is slowly rebuild- 
ing many e visiting dwellings 
and inviting people to apply to 
live in previously unienanted 
crofts. And this seems a hal- 
cyon place 10 live. The homes 
of the islanders l met were 
lovely: big kitchens with 
snipped, polished floors and 
deep coloured Agas. Now the 
idea is that new tenants com- 


ing to the island wi!! brine 
with them crafts and families os 
well as crofting skills. There is 
a boat builder, a violin maker, 
a stained glass worker and a 
spinning wheel maker. All this 
in addition to the Fair i*le 
knitting Co-Operative for which 
the island is well renowned. 

We visited the home of Mr 
and Mrs Thomson to try some 
of the :6 Fair Isle spinning 
wheels that he has nude. We 
weren't there ic buy. though. 
All the spinning wheels had 
already been sold - Mr Thom- 
son has never had to advertise 
and the buyers often live iar 


awai and ha, e to make com- 
plicated arrangements to come 
to collect their wheels. We 
look it in turns - u , ir. out the 
wheels ana found that the best 
of them io spin with had been 
made from beech simpK col- 
lected as driftwood. It was a 
u reach to drag > »urselv es aw ay 
and as we left Mr Thomson’s 
:osa kitchen, he played us a 
Shetland reel on his fiddle - 
the tune continued u» haunt us 
for some rime. 

Ann Smith 

Shsrlsnc Tourist Board, 

Lerwick <01595 *593434) 


is no. avail, i bit. uni ail High is: 
higher fares of £7* or to** ni.'\ 
apply. Unlike EasyJei. vou can 
book through a -ravel .ijeni. 

Time: 4 hour--. Cost: 
Weighted rating: £|ol. ri:;i- 
footing fiireej-i: goo-j north- 
bound up io and including 3! 
LwembeT. pour MUiliii'* 'und 
m the lowest {are until - kin. 

The frequent flyers 

Tne cslahlisheij airlines rrom 
Heaihrow. British \irwais 
1.0345 22211 1) and British 
M idland *0345 554554 ) have j 
problem: they ha-, t established 

high-frequency, high-uuaiitv 
services i«v Scmljnd's two 
largest e'ities and d*> not warn 
eompr>>mi-e ilv.-ir repulatioiv,. 
Result: ei an- passcngc r. w he; Ti- 
er they have paid .he unr-_- 
sirieiw-d Fare :'2?4 :eu:rn -*r 
British Midland's E:i i yJ-.-;- 
matching c5. v iplus i.r. \ 
business— c!as» service. 

Time: 3 hours. 0*si: L'7?. tut 


S.ar-. at I hb price are rare. 
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l "''iir,g I. >rec is;: p.»ir. 
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Puffins inhabit Fair Isle's ragged coastline 
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Six weeks at sea on a diet of borts 


By David Follows 


T he Komsomolsk was late. 
Nobody, even the agents, knew 
when it would arrive. So we 
waited in Fremantle getting 
increasingly twitchy since our 
three-month Australian visas 
expired at the end of ApriL 
Fortunately, the Komsomolsk ? s black 
hull loomed into harbour on 30 April, 
and we scrambled aboard. It was a 
34,000 ton cargo ship, property of the 
Baltic Shipping Company of Russia; a 
ro-ro built, ominously, in a Baltic ship- 
yard. Its cargo was loaded and 
unloaded over a huge ramp at the stern 
that descended at an angle on to the 
dockside in port, but which studs up 
like a motorway to heaven while at sea. 
Since the Komsomolsk had proved 
uneconomical, the owners had recently 
decided to Cake passengers in addition 
to cargo. Our trip to Felixstowe would 
take a month, with calls en route at Jed- 
dah and Genoa. 

We had already sailed with several 
cargo ships serving different parts of 
the world, and enjoyed the voyages. 
Usually only a handful of passengers 
can be accommodated, there are no 
“entertainments”, and a very relaxing 
voyage is guaranteed providing you hit 
it off reasonably well with the other 
passengers. In this case they were Aus- 
tralian and numbered five and a half, 
the half being a farmer who was shep- 
herding 166 containers of Tasmanian 
onions to Europe, so he was half crew, 
half passenger. 

Wb had been warned before embark- 
ing on the Komsomolsk that these 
Russian ships were pretty basic. There 
was, however, a reasonably sized swim- 
ming pool (for crew as much as pas- 
sengers); the newly equipped cabins 
were adequate, and thanks to the inge- 
nuity of Nicolai, the chief cook, the 
meals were interesting, though even he 
couldn’t make hard bread and cold 
beetroot soup appetising. 

The main drawback was our failure 
to communicate with the crew. Most of 
the officers could speak En glis h but sel- 
dom bothered. The dark, sinister doc- 
tor couldn’t, which was tougb if you 


How to hitch a ride on 

a cargo ship 

A voyage on a passenger-carrying 
cargo ship is a perfectly feasible, 
if potentially expensive, way to 
see the world. The Strand Cruise 
and Travel Centre (0171-836 
6363), based In the underground 
shopping concourse at Charing 
Crass station in London, 
specialises in this mode of 
transport P&0 Containers has a 
regular service costing £1 ,900 
one-way to any Australian port, or 
£2,200 to New Zealand; these 
prices are per person including fell 
board. NSB of Germany and ABC 
of Belgium have round-the-world 
itineraries, taking in both the Suez 
and Ffenama canals. 

What to read 

Travel by Cargo Ship' by Hugo 
Veriomme (Cadogan, £9.99). For 
suggestions on how to work a 
passage on commercial shipping, 
you might also want to consult 
the 1995 edition of 'Wbrk Your 
Way Around the World’ (Vacation 
Wbrk, £9.95). 

went down with something peculiar. 
Nicolai the First Mate - known as 
Nickers to differentiate him from the 
chief cook - had a hearty, laughing 
approach to the language which usu- 
ally descended into gobbledegook 
when he was fielding awkward ques- 
tions. Information, Idee most things in 
Russia, was in short supply. 

The Indian Ocean and the Red Sea 
gave us some superb nature shows. 
Dolphins - or were they porpoises? - 
could often be seen nearby, arching 
their backs in gracious curving leaps. 
Huntin g, or just showing off? Or you 
could walk the deck round the stacked 
containers to the distant sharp end of 
the ship and there watch the amazing 
flying &b take off to avoid our silent 
prow, eventually subsiding into the sea 
sometimes 30 or more metres away. As 
daylight faded, the horizon would doak 



At a standstill jostbefbm the Suez Canal, where a toll is extracted from ships passing timHgft 


itself in layers of gold, red and purple. 

Arriving at Jeddah, passengers were 
not allowed off the ship and we were 
not allowed to take photographs. 
Before reaching port, all alcoholic 
drinks had been confiscated and 
secreted away into bond (the ship was 
“dry” so passengers had to bring their 
own refreshments with them). We 
thought the ship and its contents 
belonged to Russia, regardless of loca- 
tion, but the Captain was taking no 
chances with Saadi laws. 

Egypt, fortunately, was more secu- 
lar, but our arrival off Suez brought a 
different problem; money. Specifically 
the Suez Canal toll of $205,000 which 


amount was, er, not to hand immedi- 
ately. One day’s delay became two, 
throe, eventually five. We thought of a 
whip-round, but seven and a half pas- 
sengers couldn’t make much of a dent 
in the sum needed. So we indulged 
instead in a trip to Cairo and the pyra- 
mids while the Komsomolsk waited. 

This turned out to be not a good 
idea. The drive across the awful desert, 
with only a few sad Army camps break- 
ing the monotony, was made in two 
hired mini-buses. The drivers - in the 
red comer, Stirling Moss, in the blue, 
Nigel Mansell - competed furiously all 
the way, and got us to Cairo in record 
time and in a record state of hysteria. 


The Canal was eventually negoti- 
ated, and friendly Europe hove in 
sight All problems solved? Not a bit 
of it We were arrested in Genoa. The 
ship, that is. not us personally. The 
reason for the arrest, it seems, was that 
a sister ship, carrying paper from Brazil 
to Italy some three years before, had 
discharged its cargo in a duly and dam- 
aged state, and had been fined by the 
Italians as. a result The fine had not 
been paid. 

“Bat Komsomolsk is registered in 
Limassol, in Cyprus. They cannot 
legally arrest us,* 9 Nickers said. “Ve are 
not Russians at alL" 

“You could have fooled us, Nicolai,” 


Photograph: Robert Haniing 


we said, glancing up at the blue, white 
ami red flag and the Cyrillic spelling of 
the ship’s name. 

. We finally escaped on this techni- 
cality. A smartly dressed gent came 
aboard with a brief case, disappeared 
into the Captain’s cabin,, and shortly 
reappeared and sailed away. Tension 
for half an hour. Had we been 
released? Suddenly the engines 
throbbed into life. Nickers did a little 
dance' on the bridge and gave us the 
thumbs up sign. So we sailed off. 
Throughout the entire journey (by 
now extended to six weeks) we had 
seen no rain. Guess what met us in 
Felixstowe.- 



Activity Holidays 


Christmas Breaks 


Breathing Space. 

(Don’t take it for granted) 



We don’t. Hdpmfaxp BtiukrttansCmg - Raifc ^ 

Spmqn nopals Tiibfl*farn»nb«***p«reyi«od 

beahsmd wxxfiMd. for wiOm. □ OnbwiyEl* □ Ureal* £8 

For M yens, TmKwuiHts' lobbjBgand □ FtedyA*t£20 □ Jortreducod 

riglnce haw been aiAienigwide-iaii^agd^n 

ofacce»toMatofourmoghnr«ffiil (wgryate. □ Ufc m a nh w W^ PW 0 {£27511 
Take a wifcTikE a brcxhen consider ilie Under 18/*ud«Wr«tirad/<fii^UdM» 

fiOore. finest ia The RaKBLEBS. t60 jncncrow, HmiMdriiaMl 

STOP PRESS! 0*w zoo wMka taw boon 

t om ul I— db rtw i Boxing Dqrto p \^ p a S w^ «re fc nq..i« u f . (ferio» 

Too Rotates! Now Yoort Ony to Mow the ranMu j vM<mrf\ 

L " catereteoo ort For dottao of waa >re*.rta8>aip*rtoU«taid«i 

■^KriMMorjno, ring 0171 BBS M 7 » 

1-4 Wandsworth Road, London SV782XX. Rtpi-CteJhyNoj«0B9 


□ Fcnfly/jortCO □ Joint reducoi* £10 
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Under 18/ JutfatWrain^doAM/wiwMad 
fcOjoon armor. HwaoModotac/birii 
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LEISURELY CYCLING ft walking. 
quoSty hoddsys In Nortofc. Com- 
fort our priority! IfcMWMMLSooa 
contort. WhtMfl Woya 01603- 
871111 


Holidays Afloat UK 


beautiful waterway; sumtf 

HWCs. Lux boott. (012581 703881. 
BRITAIN'S BEST Sort Drim Nomw- 
BOOI holidays. Wltfo M ctiotca. 
Boginmn vo re wolewno- TM 
OIBOB 728423. 


Cotswolds 




Heart Of England 


BABLOCK HYTHE 

on Rhcr ttno n tax Oxford 
Superb value muri break 2 
persons, 2 nights £80. 

Aff Mmu en mite. 7V & 
teo/ccfjit mdcmg fodBiio. 
FREE fishing oh Rittr Thames. 
3 Ban. restom fboattcookmgl. 
Fmabmi raom far ISO. 
Ideal corporate, ntd&ngs etc. 

01865 880028 


Suffolk 


Courses 


COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 
TAGES. ta, Inon. tuol bic. Many 
ton that n so por wnk OwApiB. 
Brochure 01756 702212 


Devon & Cornwall 


DORSET'S WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pm, Hnon. tuol fncL Most Ion 
Own £150 pot wook Oet'Aptfl. 


, T ‘ ’Don’t forget 
to mention the 
Independent ■ 
When replying to 
* -adverts 


London 


Ireland 


CONNBIARA ca GALWAY Cnttai 
Haun Hotst- Gordons Rasterant 
and RkSng Stsbtos. Thfc (00383] 
9531001. MBc 31077. 

IRtSH COUNTRY HOUDAYS ocron' 
on Ireland. Ovor 300 htdMdual 
oottapaa A tarntwosea. T«M 
Board approwd. 01502 580688 

(Mlw). 

SHAMROCK COTTAGES. -96 
Cotour Broctuw out soon. AITOl 
'W ephono 01623 681080; 

DU BUN LUXURY Largo 2 dbl bod 
rostored portod apt located In 
BaOabrtdga area. Aitraothm 
wooden Doors E300 Mooli. Xmas 
C350. Phone 00 353 1 6214446. 


The Lake District 


WLLmWATTB HOUSE Wlndererere 
Tbombarraw Road, overlooking 
Wca> AB loonw wiouao (oomowOh 
. 1 Mim bdtta) SateSK* TV. tea- 
mMdng. Sauna, Tyto Swam Room 
ond heated indoor pool eofety far 
ourguastonsa.OtftBhR.EGoresa 
Mrnir BftB hcL VAT only £89. S 
nights onty naa Brochure; 
(016304)43836. 


LAKE DtSTRICT Welcome Cat- 
tagoc. Pots, Unsn, tuoMnc Many BLAKENEY AND KJURKNX 
Hm than ri50 p/w OetAprt. Superbly converte d . tw am t homo 
Brochom 1*01736702206 andflnlcottego.StpeWJO.Dt*- 

tetedte d iBao. Spue! bre afci a val 
OMAIM. (01283)587508 

GXWALSINGHAM, nr BMana*. 
DaOghtM WARM Hand cottage. 
OtaoUng, Rayburn, log Ire- Sipo 
5+0*0123 329498. 



Wales 



'5fiH*kshire & The Dales 


YORK UP TO G0% OFF AI tocOBoa. YORKS DALES. Moore. COMLPask 
Brochure; Howorth Court HoteL ft take cSsirfcLHoBdRy Cods Ybrti- 

(01904)425158. aMeQ175B 700872 

YORKSHIRE DUES Welcome CM 

tagaa. Pats, Boon, fuel Inc. Many 

toolbar £150 pAw Oc+April. 10L 
01758702209 

YORKS DALES, Moon. COaM, Peak GLAISOALE MOORS Cottage, stpo 
ft leto tSsHcLHaBdey COOS Ybrfe- 6, nr Whitby. Welkers poradtoa. 
8t*a 01758 700872 DetaflO 01206 577049; 


SQJLESCONBE. Nr BoOM. Brtefc- 
wafi Hotel Tbdor Manor. Log fra. 
Any 2 nights C85 pp DBfta 3rd id 
Occam m, pay orty E20 for MM 
ft dime W (01 *24) 870253. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Na— p a por P tifo hi nq plo 

regrets that alBMugh amy 

reasonable preooutkm is Mean. 


throwjp» there ecaonno. or any 
kaw ofiovig theratiem. Roadare 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Uoyn 
ponhtsuia o oa Mdo and eouniiy 
crtflngas, renaw to Id. ttefyn 
HOM. (0758) 720674. 

COAST ft COUmRYSIDE . Colour 
brochure tri BOO Mmh nn ooo / co t - 
tagaa throoghomWUas. AltmoM 
bared iBspsctBd/groded. WaJea 
HoBdqv (01G8Q 6BS2B7. 

YALE OF NEATH. Cosy codoga. 
OH. Sleep* M. AwS hob. Good 
waOdng. TdL (01 630) 720035 


West Country 


Ml irTIimB 


I 




Pats, Dnan, Mai Inc. Many lose 
than £160 par weak Ori-AprB. 
Brochrea 01 788 702201 
COTTAGES ft HOUSES aft orar Ore 
Waal Country: oare 400. vMdly 


broohure. Hotptai Holidays. 
Coareba 73, ChaeMrd, Devon. 
TO188DRW 01 087433583- 


THIS NEWSPAPER AND YOU 


If you have a complaint about an item in this 
newspaper which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or disci iuiinatioa, 
write to the editor about it. 

If you’re still dissatisfied you can write to the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
• an editorial Code of Practice for the Press. 

THE NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCCs DECISIONS 


P<£ 


1 SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
Telephone 0171 353 1248 Facsimile 0171 3538355 
This space hat been donated by the publisher 
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What’s on this Week. — 10 Getting to the Airports -15 
tMwft on for Children— 1 1 Accommodation Adwce- 1 6 

Places to Ywt for Children. 12 Sundays in London 30 

Popuhr Attractions 13 RiyerTnos- 3! 


nw tacadon. Doga wicon w 
MLOI 783731893 


Northumbria 


NORTHUMBRIA'S W MO QI I H COh 
tagn. Pot*. Rnofl, fuai ine. Many 
law «MI £160 ph> OO-Aptd. m 
01758702217 

sanrm. cottaoes , Nonhua** 
MM. m»K now , LMi ia, IN M re For 
broeftore Tit (01244J 34S70Q. 

BAMBURGH tremr hoon ovrefat*- 
Mg.saaOa, BSOMSO pre S Kay 
cot nn reo d a d . WaakreW tata. 
T v l ip ti re w (0191) 2328068 

(aoref. 


The Peak District 



Independent and Independent on Sunday 
readers book Self Catering holidays. 
418,000 of our readers stayed in a rented 
villa, flat or cottage on their holiday last year! 

(TGI 1996 GROSS) 


Fbr only £7.05 a line inclusive of VAT (^rox. 4 words per line), you can 
advertise your holiday home and fill those vacancies throughout the yean 
Your advertisement will appear in the^ weekend section of the Independent 
on Saturday and in the Review section of the Independent on Sunday. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 

Either call us on 0171 293 2222 Monday to Friday 
between 9.30am - 5.30pm. 

or 

Ffl] in and return the coupon below stating the 
wording you require and your payment method. 
Payment can be made by cheque or by 
AccesaAfisa/American Expres^Diuers Card. 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLV 


Insertion Dates. FOl in and send to: 

I enclose a cheque for —made payable to Itaid Tsto.OoaaSed Adwrf^ IndepeKtens Newspaper, l Canada Square, Camay WharC London EH 5DL. 

Newspaper Publidiing Pic or debit my 
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Card No: — 
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Your Details: 
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Address.. 


Tfel No: Day. ....Evening 
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For advice or more in formation, please call the Travel Team on 0171 293 
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the horizon 


Jimi Hendrix was inspired there. Orson Welles filmed there. So how 
come Essaouira has stayed off the beaten track? By Rick Williams 


T hem dropped below the horizon, 
sky and sea bathed in a haze of reds 
and purples. The wind died and the 
waves fell silent, the ebbing Atlantic 
exposing the collapsed Bordj El Berod 
fortress. I sat on a rock before its jagged 
silhouette, and tried to remember the 
words to the song. 

It was the same drunken ruins and, 
for ail I know, the same rock, which 
inspired Jimr Hendrix 30 years ago to 
wnte the soulful “Castles Made of 
Sand - That and Morocco’s finest cash 
crop. The guitarist’s visit to Essaouira 
is now the stuff of legend. 

1 was about to go when a toothless, 
middle-aged man appeared. Meloud 
was a musician and local historian. Yes, 
he remembered Hendrix coming. No, 
he only stayed 10 days. Too busy with 
concerts and recordings. But Essaouira 
has changed little since then, he added. 
“They wanted to make a big glass 
hotel,’' he said, “but the people stopped _ 
it.* It now stands crumbling like the 
rums, a reminder to property devel- 
opers that Essaouira is saying “no* to 
package tourism. 

Getting in that morning, I was sur- 
prised by the absence of hustlers. 
Morocco has a large entry in any trav- 
eller s encyclopaedia of rip-off anec- 
dotes, the locals’ zest for dealing and 
haggling coming as a Force 10 culture 
shock. But as I searched for a hotel in 
Essaouira’s maze of harrow streets, 
the only reaction I got was a polite 
smile and I almost felt neglected. 
Low doorways led into gloomy interi- 
ors, and a heady perfume of fish, sea- 
weed and resinous smoke clung to the 
blue and white houses. Seagulls 
squawked and soared in the sky above 
while children played hopscotch with 
ocean-polished pebbles. 

My hotel room overlooked the ram- 
parts, where an 18th-century cannon 
pointed out to a returning fleet of fish- 
ing trawlers. It was with a moody, pan- 
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ning shot of these Gothic walls that 
Orson Welles opened his 1952 version 
of Othello. 

Hendrix and Welles; for a provincial 
town miles from anywhere, Essaouira 
has impressive celebrity connections. 
But it's the truly laid-back atmosphere 
that has made it a must for the inde- 
pendent traveller. And the surf. 

Stretching south in a glorious three- 
mile curve of golden sand, the beach 
was irresistible, the town end a meUe 
of football matches and gymnastics. 
Dodging tackles and uninhibited dis- 
plays of press-ups and squat thrusts. I 
made my way down to the shore. A 
young boy sold me a fresh piece of 
coconut and a nomad in a blue turban 
offered me a ride on his' camel. I 
declined, the animal baring its teeth 
and snorting with glee. It was a circus 
which ended half a mile on, sun blaz- 
ing down on a scattering of sunbathers 
as I strolled through the waves. 

The ruins of the Bordj El Berod 
mark the end of the bay. but the beach 
continues for another 15 miles to Sidi 
Kaouki. a Mecca for surfers and a 20- 
minute bus ride away. Behind the 
ruins is the Berber village of Diabat 
where Hendrix stayed. Despite an offi- 


cial dampdown, it’s still possible lu rent 
houses there. 

A mile out in the bay is the lie de 
Mogador. Once a prison for political 
exiles, it is now a nature reserve ami the 
only non-Mediterranean breeding 
ground for the majestic Eloanora's fal- 
con. It is possible to visit hy boat but the 
best place to observe the birds is on the 
beach at sunset when they glide over the 
sea in search of insects. I witnessed one 
in breathtaking aerial combat. Launch- 
ing itself off the sea, it bore down on a 
smaller bird who ducked and dived, it 
looked like the game was up when the 
falcon suddenly tired, the smaller bird 
escaped and I and several others 
applauded a memorable dogfight. 

The Place Prince Moulay Hussan was 
the place to hang out in the evening, 
drinking mint tea and watching the 
crowds. The flow of people was end less, 
women in traditional djellabas and their 
hands hennaed, mixing with younger 
girls in Western dress. Men stood chat- 
ting in groups and the shoe shine boys 
tried to convince me that they could do 
wonders for my canvas shoes. I ate fish 
tajine and went shopping. 

Thuya is an indigenous conifer whose 
hardwood and root possesses an exquis- 
ite grain. It has created a w oodcarving 
and marquetry tradition in Essaouira 
whose craftsmanship is second to none. 
From tiny workshops built into the sea 
walls, artisans painstakingly create 
boxes, bowls, furniture and chessboards. 
There is little need to haggle. Prices 
stait embarrassingly low and I sta gg ered 
back to my hotel laden with gifts. 

A week later, I flew back from 
Agadir, a Costa done resort three 
hours down the coast. At the airport, 
the newspapers were full of articles 
about the 25th anniversary of Hendrix's 
death. The song finally came back to 
me. “And castles made of sand slip in 
the sea eventually". But Essaouira con- 
tinues to defy the seas of change. 



Essaouira’s bustling main thoroughfare. Rue Mohammed Zerfctouni 


Photograph: Robert Harding 


British dukes have been replaced by sun worshippers and ‘Sun’ readers 


Tangier is living in the shadow of its colonial past By Hugh ffShaughnessy 


A frican life hits you full in the face 
as you disembark in Tangier. 
Forget the Marks & Spencer, 
Mothercare and red pillar boxes of 
Main Street, Gibraltar, on the 
■ other side of the Straits. Pul aside 
memories of the once-poor, now- 
prosperous Andalusians in Algeci- 
ras. This, with a vengeance, is 
Moslem Africa - poor, noisy, 
chaotic, infinitely exotic and stu- 
pendously interesting to the Euro- 
pean eye. Tangier may have 
become Portuguese in 1471 and 
been part of Catherine of Bra- 
ganza’s dowry when she married 
Charles .□ in 1661, and the British 

flag may have flewn over the dfy for 
a few years, but that was a long time 
ago. Tangier has been firmly 
absorbed into, the kingdom of 
Morocco. 

Check your money carefully at 
the bureau de change. Haggle with 
the taxi driver before you aflow him 
to take you to your hoteL Stare at 
the men, some wearing crimson 
fezzes and hooded yeflaiw, drinking . 
mint tea in the pavemcnt.caf£a 
The women don’t sit in cafes. 
Some veiled, some in brown wim- 
ples which make them look like 
Carmelite nuns, they gGde about 
town doing more than their fair 
share of manual work. . . ■' 
There are two cities in Tangier. 
The one where people have been 



living since Roman days is now 
mainly Islamic and centred on the 
medieval medina, the labyrinthine 
walled city full of tiny houses with 
Moorish arches set in culs-de-sac 
and nooks. They have stout doors 
and barred windows rather than 
electronic burglar alarms and you 
expect to find Ali Baba around any 
corner. The stalls in the covered 
market are full of newly butchered 
meat, or dishes brimming with 20 
different kinds of olive, or fresh 
mint for the tea. Nearby alleys are 


full of silversmiths and goldsmiths 
making the garish jewellery Moroc- 
cans love. The medina's grand 
mosque is on a site previously 
occupied by Portuguese cathedral 
and Roman temple. London. York 
and Coventry must have been like 
this four centuries ago. 

The Other city, the ville nouvelle. 
stretches along the beach and is tat- 
tily French. It has broad streets with 
names such as Avenue Plasteur or 
Rue d’Angleterre. which arc filled 
with banks and airline offices. It 


The medieval medina, left, with its 
tiny streets and houses. Colonial 
Tangier, right an international 
enclave from 1923-1956. 
Photographs: Robert Harding 

contains a massive French con- 
sulate-general like a Roman villa 
where they fly the tricolour as if to 
recall the 19th century when the 
French exercised their ''protec- 
torate" over Morocco. 

Ghosts survive of a past when the 
city was a hotbed of intrigue among 
European diplomats plotting to 
seize pans of .Africa, spies watch- 
ing the Si rails and gays finding 
refage from legal and soda! out- 
lawry in Europe. Between Iy23 and 
1956, Tangierwas an international 
enclave ruled by a committee of 
consuls from 30 countries, an inter- 
national no-man's land w here any- 
thing went. No wonder William 
Burroughs, Jack Kcrouac and Alan 
Ginsberg warmed to the place, 
putting up at the Hotel al-Muniria 
in Rue Magellan. 

Little mementoes of Britain 
linger on. Beside the ancient 
gramophone at the reception desk 
of the Continental Hotel, amis of 
Prince .Alfred Ernest .Albert, 
Queen Victoria's fourth child who 
became Duke ol Edinburgh and 
later Duke of Saxe-Coburg Gotha. 







are framed. Once the most fash- 
ionable place in town, the Conti- 
nental is friend!} and run-down, 
where British dukes have been 
succeeded hy jolly, tattooed British 
sun worshippers and Sun readers. 
A few yards from the hotel, in an 
ancient batters overlooking the 
sea. the inscription on a gigantic 
Nth-century gun tells >«»u it was 
made by Sir W C .Armstrong and 
Company in Newcastle. 

Die best hotel is El Minzah. 
erected in the centre of town bv the 


. :r>.' .*&■' • ^ 

Marquis of Bute in the Diirties. Its 
courtyard, with a cool fountain 
and waiters in fezzes and baggy 
trousers, is covered with rose petals. 
It is the perfect place for breakfast. 

Here you can conspire with some 
ol the cultured expatriates who 
have staled on, and settle your 
onward travel plans: deeper into 
Africa from this cosmopolitan pim- 
ple of a city, or reluctantly to make 
u»ur way back between the Pillars 
of Hercules to Gibraltar: from 
Morocco to the mundane. 


How to get to Tangier 

Royal Air Maroc Hies twice- 
weekly between Heathrow and 
Tangier; GB Airways ‘lie; once a 
week on behalf of British 
Airways 10345 2.22 1 1 1 ). Fares 
of £175 including through 
discount agents. 

Where to stay there 

The El Minzah hotel 100 212 9 
93 5S85i is a! 85 rue de la 
Liberte, and charge;. £110 per 
night for wo. excluding 
breakfast. Plenty of less 
expensive places are available. 

How to get to 
Essaouira 

Take the express train from 
Tangier to Marrakesh, a tourney 
of 9-10 hijurs. Frequent buses 
cover the remaining 100 mile; 
to Essaouira in three hours. The 
total cost is around £15. 

Who to ask 

Moroccan Tourist Board. 205 
Regent Street, London W1R 7DE 
10171-437 0073). 

What to read 

Morocco, a Travel Survival kit 
i Lonelv Planet, £9.95). 


WORLD 

DEPARTURES 


GREAT VALUE BREAKS THIS WINTER - FROM ONLY £ 45 PER ROOM, B R E A A$J TVET UDJEIX f 1 


Timid travellers maybe 
I put off by some of the 
small print in tbe new 
Explore Worldwide 
brochure: “Before you 
agree to undertake a 
holiday in a wild or 
remote area, you should 
clearly understand that 
besides discomfort it may 
involve you in personal 
risk." If you are 
undeterred, then Explore 
(01252 319448) can oner 
trips to Albania (15 days, 

£920). Uzbekistan and 

. Tajikistan 0- days. 
£1,190) and Borneo (16 
days. £ 1,295 J. Those of an 
untidy disposition are 
warned that “Some 
countries refuse 


admission to travellers 
not meeting their 
accepted standards of 

dress/appearance.” 

The Imaginative 
H-aveUer (0181-742 S612) 
warns: “Think twice 
before booking with us" 
in its new Middle East 
brochure, which includes 
a trip visiting Gallipoli 
around the time of Anzac 
Day (eight days, £265, 
excluding flights to 
Istanbul). 

Qhould you want to 
Jspend Christmas in 

South Africa, or join 
England's cricketers 
there, seals are still 

available. Bridge The 


World (0171-9110900) 
has flights to 
Johannesburg each 
Monday via Dar es 
Salaam; you fly to the 
Ihnzanian capita! on 
Alliance, then transfer to 
South African Airways. A 
return tickets costs £663, 
including tax. 

T ravellers using the new 
series of charier flights 
to Las Vegas will need all 
the financial help they 
can get once they arrive. 
So the Qualify Inn (377 
East Flamingo Road, 00 1 
702 733 7777) is offering a 
special “European visitor 
rate" of J29 per room 
per night 
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Weekender Plus programme - it’s 
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at tractive bed and breakfast packages. 
The per room price includes accom- 
modnfion and breakfast fur up r«i tv. < ■ 
adults and rwu children. Ar inosr 
hotels children also ear free from the 
Kids' menu during lunch and dinner. 
Call us today and ask fur “Weekender 
Plus" - it's your first step towards a 
great break. 
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In the compaiy of wolves 

Slovakia's High Tatras mountains offer skiing resorts where Lycra is unheard of and breakfasts are 


T he High Thtras in Slovakia are about a 
seven-hoar train trip from Prague. My 
journey, though, felt much longer. I 
reached the city of Poprad late at night 
and caught a cog-rail car that climbed 
through darkness so impenetrable it 
migbt have been a runnel Eight miles north, 
at Siary Smokovec, I got off at a station with 
cheerfully lighted lamps and loudspeakers 
playing a sprightly tune entitled Summer in 
Dixie, just what you want to hear when die tem- 
perature is 14 degrees below zero. The infor- 
mation booth was shuttered, the ticket windows 
dosed and the waiting room deserted. Outside, 
there were no taxis and not a pedestrian in sight. 

At the top of an icy hill directly above me, 
the Grand Hotel, a half-timbered monstrosity, 
hovered in the night At that hour, and in my 
mood, it resembled the Addams Family resi- 
dence. But once inside the lobby my outlook 
improved. A p re- Communist relic, the hotel 
wasn’t nearly as forbidding as its initial appear- 
ance suggested. Children cavorted on brocade 
couches while grown-ups shot pool or sat in a 
reading alcove amply stocked with books. The 
guests all appeared to be real people, not a col- 
lection of manicured starvelings such as you 
normally see at ski resorts. In such places every- 
body is decked out in Lycra. In the High Tatras, 
the preferred costume of the apr£s-ski crowd 
is a sweatshirt, baggy tracksuit bottoms and imi- 
tation Nflces. Best of all, a double room costs 
about £35 a night-- about wbat you’d pay for 
breakfast at a luxury hotel in Switzerland. 

And speaking of breakfast, the Slovaks are 
hearty souls who like to stoke up for a day on 
the slopes. The buffet at the Grand Hotel was 
a cardiologist's nightmare, complete with bacon, 
four kinds of sausage, hard-boiled or scrambled 
eggs and a half-dozen different cheeses. What- 
ever this did to my arteries, it fortified me for 
a hike through the village of Stary Smokovec 
- an unspoilt place with harmonious, low-rise 
architecture, not the kind of towering condos 
that have transmogrified many Alpine hamlets. 
Some 300 square miles of the Tatras have been 
either preserved as a national park or protected, 
with restrictions on new construction. 

Certain areas of the mountains are entirely 
off-limits and remain untouched habitats for 
some of Europe’s last populations of bear, 
wolves and lynxes. Still, despite the emphasis 
on environmental protection, tfie Tatras have 
world-class ski runs, ice-skating rinks, sled 
runs, cross-country trails, ski jumps and hockey 
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How to get there 

There are no direct flights from the UK to 
Slovakia. To reach Prague, tickets are 
available on British Midland's new service 
from Heathrow for £161 return including tax 
through discount agents such as Major Travel 
(0171-485 7017). As an alternative to the 
long train journey, there are connecting flights 
on the Czech airline CSA from Prague to 
Kosice in Slovakia. 

Where to stay 

Stary Smokovec’s Grand Hotel, Wolkrova 2, 
is opposite the railway station (00 42 969 
2501); alternatives in Poprad are the Club 
Hotel (00 42 92 23725) and the Europa (00 
42 92 32744). 

rinks. Prices are risibly low. A lift ticket costs 
about £6 a day, and ski and boot rentals run 
from around £4 to £8. 

I had thrown my back out and was unable to 
ski so 1 could indulged in my real passion: walk- 
ing. The High Tfctras have miles of trails that 
are kept dear of snow, and an electric train con- 
nects Stary Smokovec to nearby towns. I 
bought a ticket and settled into a seat in a rear 
car. As the little train trundled past snowy 
forests of fir and pine, and copses of birch and 
aspen whose bark peeled off like curling paper, 
I saw myself as a character in Doctor Zhivago, 
fleeing urban chaos, searching for a quite spot 
in which to recollect lost loves. 

A short trip brought me to Strbskd Pleso, the 
highest habitation in the Thtras. At an altitude 











Certain areas of the High Tatras remain habitats for wildlife, elsewhere there arc world-class ski runs 


of 4,445 feet, die village is strewn across snowy 
moun tains and backed against a granite wall 
2,000 feet higher. Yet the sound of Bob Mar- 
ley and the Waiters singing “I shot the sheriff" 
insinuated itself into every stone cranny of the 
neighbourhood. In Slovakia, one has the sense, 
even in isolated areas, of being imprisoned in 
a video of somebody else’s devising. 

Strbskfi Pleso offers excellent ski runs and 
also serves as a staging area for climbing, cross- 
country skiing along the Cesta Siobody (Path 
of Freedom), or, in my case, for strolling 
around the second largest tain on the Slovak 
side of the Tatras. Although I shared the well- 
defined footpath with several other hikers, I had 
a splendid sense of discovery and solitary 
enjoyment Beyond the reach of municipal 


loudspeakers, the woods along the shore of the 
frozen lake were so quiet I could hear the 
crunch of my feet in the snow. Sunlight 
streamed through the trees, glittering on ice- 
encrusted branches and paving the path in 
colours like the aisle of a cathedral 

Lest the High Tatras sound like a paradise, 
however, I should add that they are unlikely to 
suit travellers who insist on haut cuisine. 
"Don’t eat anything,” one half-hysterical Ger- 
man woman warned me as I entered a restau- 
rant in Thtranska Lomnica. "It's all sickening." 

I took most of my meals at the Grand Hotel, 
and although the food tended to be bland, it 
was satisfactory. The lack of culinary sophisti- 
cation was compensated for by the sweet 
patience of the waters and by the melodramatic 


Photograph: Sfcsftoot/Dffsfioot 

performance of the mtdtte d'hote l. Whenever 
anybody ordered a flambd dish, he dimmed the 
ligbtsandprepareditwithgreatceremony.rnan- 
aging never to singe a single guest 
One nigjbt after dinner, he sauntered back to 
my table carrying two immense crystal goblets. 
Lightly clinking them together, be set the crys- 
tal ringing and held it dose to my ear as he 
asked if Fd care for a liqueur. While waiting for 
an answer, he placed the goblets on a serving 
table and spun them like tops. They wobbled 
dangerously, but he wasn’t worried He had per- 
fected this act over decades and was pleased to 
hear his guests gasp while he stood serenely 
smiling, certain the crystal wouldn’t crash to the 
fkxuyand convinced his audience would express 
its appreciation in applause and hard currency. , 
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rambles, train and river journeys. 

PLUS! Over 170 tours in Europe, 
Africa, Middle East. Asia. Australasia 
& Americas. New brochure out vo*A 
Explore Woridwkfe (W), AWandwt 
GUllliQv 01252 344181 (2< 
Eunjr Bonded. «0L No. 29B9 IMTO 


pfloancTUiG expeditm** 

1000. AaaMflft. as daiw. SB K IH 
<«dll Dio your turn g*M. 90M bi 

th< ouibftdL BreehwWNplw** 









IMOUVELLES FnOXTIEKES 

0^71 '629 7772 


CHANNEL 

ONE SKOALS 

E13S return fare 
% tadkidncareltRiadutr 
vaNda aod 17 (tayi 
J MoLipQsfeaTWt 

TRAVEL Rw*f«n*w 

01992 ±B L 
5044H 


CYPRUS WESt MSoornarSMBI, 
MWM2X MroMAMBAO. WH 

•****- 4 *5* ^ SSSt 

ro aWMww f, Mp*- m (Oisaaj 

SS7001 or (040) 301HKL 


CHEZ NOUS ‘90 Out nowl Saw 
cnonoy book dtracL Prtvaa own- 
■n ao re mre Chatoau*. visas ft 
FarmtaUMt, many vMi pools. 
MMgH, ipnaMA oobM 
tiomss. Family haMs. BAB *, 
Spec, tat bob. AS rogknw OF 
Franca. 200 pg Col bench. 01484 

UNRBCHtNON Charming, poriod. ALL OVER Franco, Bts Ir SS9, Pate 
■ton* catMOl, pool k>4a>gogn>- efty brMkalreioa.fljrdrivolrCfl9. 
dan. Ron £230. (01824) 028777 0171 3003000. ABTAXRX 


If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 
Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


What? You're making no effort to 
graduate to a state of supreme fitness? 


Snow’s up 

By Chris Gill 


S o, it’s mid-December 
and your skiing holiday 
is only weeks away - 
maybe only days. By now, 
you must be well into the 
routine of twice-weekly 
exercise classes. And 
doubtless you are making 
the most of all those inci- 
dental opportunities to 
improve your flexibility, 
pftwer and st amina - you 
know, standing in bus 
queues tightening your 
quads, that sort of thing. 

What? You're making 
□o effort to graduate from 
your usual flabby state to 
oue of supreme fitness? 
Web, join the club. I have 
just conducted a highly sci- 
entific survey of half a 
dozen ski journalists, gath- 
' ered in St Anton to cele- 
brate the effective start of 
the season, and can report 
that of the six only one 
claimed to be fully pre- 
pared - and he reported 
that with a suspicious smirk 
on his face. 

Practically all said that 
they thought pfe-ski exer- 
cises were desirable, and 
one came up with an inge- 
nious rationale: people like 
us, who ski regularly 





throughout the season, can 
effectively get fit for sknng 
simply by sknng; taking it 
easy to begin with; skiers 
who go for only a week or 
two, on the other hand, 
naturally want to go hell 
for leather right from the 
start, so need to be pre- 
pared. Convinced? 

The proper thing to do, 
of course, is join a struc- 
tured class; if you’re lucky, 
your local sports centre 
will be able to accommo- 
date you. If that's all too 
much trouble, consider get-: 
ting an exercise tape or 
video. At least do what 
I’ve been doing for the last 
couple of weeks: taking 
every opportunity to work 
my thigh' muscles, in the 


vague hope that this will 
help save me from knee 
injuries. 

Skiing on a dry dope is 
not really an alternative to 
exercises - you’d need to 
do an awful lot of skiing. 
.But it has great value for 
absolute beginners, who 
can step on to the nursery 
[slopes later in the winter 
confident in their ability to 
chmb.stop, turn and get up 
after a falL From tomor- 
row, skiers based west of 
London have an impres- 
sive new dry slope at their 
disposal: Wycombe Sum- 
mit is one of the biggest dry 
slopes in Britain (350m 
long), a mile from Junction 
4 on the M40. Call 01494 
474711 for details. 


Snow conditions 

Dry-slope matting might have been 
very useful this weekend in the high 
French Alps, where the Premiere 
Neige races are being held on a - 
course consisting largely of man- 
made snow, but a lack erf snow on 
■ the adjacent slopes means that 
spectators wilt be confined to the 
finish area at valley level (unless 
there has beer a last-minute dump, 
which would probably ruin the race 
course). 

Here in St Anton, m contrast, the 
season is off to a flying start, wfth 
about a metre of snow and powdery 
pistes at altitude, and good cover 
(partly thanks to snowmaking, rt 
must be admitted) right down into 
the town. The streets are snow- 
covered, the sun is out, the sky is 
blue, the temperature is low, and the 
mountain beckons. 


[EUROPEAN DEPARTURES 


D ios dorados translates lit- 
erally as “golden days”, 
but in practice means 
“between now and June, 
Spam’s paradores are really 

r :e empty, so -we've cut 
prices to older visitors tty 
to mi them up”. 

.The parador scheme be- 
gan as a government initia- 
tive to convert historic build- 
ings into upmarket -hotels. 
There are now more than 70 
such properties in towns and 
cities all over mainland 
Spain, and in the Canary 
Islands and the North 
African territory of Ceuta. 
Until 30 June, over 60s get a 
discount of 35 per cent on 
stays of .one or two nights. 


For three nights or more, you 
can save 50 per cent on nor- 
mal rates. 

Some properties have 
restrictions on weekend/ 
weekday availability, or over 
the Christmas and Easter 
periods, but many - such as 
the new parador in the 
Andalurian town of Ronda - 
are offering reduced rates 
throughout. These start, at 
around £20 per person per 
night, BAB. Paradors are 
represented in the UK by 
Keytel International (0171- 
402 2182). 

I t’s a tough job, but some 
outside broadcast engineer 
will be obliged to take a 


cruise on the maiden' voyage 
of Minerva nest sp rin g to 
record Gardeners' Quotum 
Time. The new Swan Hel- 
lenic vessel is making a 
botanical cruise of Italy, 
Greece and Turkey, and an 
edition of the Radio 4 pro- 
gramme is to be recorded on' 
board. The cruise begins in 
Genoa on 29 April, and 
prices start at £2,810; call 
0171-800 2200. . 

W ho needs the Net? Sun- 
flower Books, which pub- 
lishes “Landscapes” walking 
and touring guides to 
Mediterranean destinations, 
has a service which may 
appeal to people who prefer 


not to travel the Internet 
The publisher will provide a 
free update to readers who 
order books through Sun- 
flower's mail order service 
(0171-589 1862). 


w — ~ uwi vvguu 

I safling between Dover and 
Calais on New Year’s Day. 
SeaRrance (01304 204204) 
promises “Unique French 
ambience, comfort imagina- 
tive style and decor”. Regu- 
lar travellers, however, may 
recognise the new company’s 
ships as vessels that are cur- 
rently plying the Channel as 
part of the Stena Sealink 
fleet, striking port workers 
permitting. 
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Tel: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas 


Fax: 0171 293 2505 


Tike Off 


Take Off 


Take Off 


Tike Off 


NEW ZEALAND AUSTRALIA 



CANADA 


CALL NOW' 
FOR 
BROCHURE 



SYDNEY I AUCKLAND' 


94 Fulham Palace Road, London W6 9PL 


* THE BEST VALUE* THE WIDEST CHOICE OF HOLIDAYS & FLIGHTS 

* Farm & Homastaya 0 Salting , Fishing 

* Exclusive Lodge " Guided Treks H07 fflOM° MS 

* Escorted Coach Tours " Campenrans CAB RENTAL CAMPERVANS r>QO 

‘ Oyoimg Holidays ■ Tn, v .lp.s* ™°“ E32 

* Hotels, Motels * Car Rental X.1 0 £ZO 


RESERVATIONS - INFORMATION 


HOTEL ROOMS 
FROM 

£32 

per wan 


£669 


Return Rights 

TORONTO... from £195 
VANCOUVER, from £289 
MONTREAL., from £269 
CALGARY ...from £269 
ST JOHNS... from £299 


X : 0181 748 2 


274INZTIS 


Canada hotline 0181 741 0777 


airngwzEaianD 



TRAIL 



ER S >-jh 




1170-1195 


People think 
the world 
of us 



ABTA 69701 IATA ATOL 1455 


1HE IRAVEl rxptuts 

For the reel lowdown 
on worldwide afrfravel 

Trallfi riders offer more tow cost flights to 
more destinations than anyone. We can 
. tailor-make your itinerary with up to 65% 
discount on hotels and car rental worldwide. 

42-50 Earls Court Road, London WS 6FT 
Long haul Rights: 0171-938 3366 
Transatlantic & European: 0171-937 5400 
194 Kensington High Street, London W8 ’EG 
Long haul Rights; 0171-938 3939 
Transaiianlic & European. 0171-938 3232 
First & Business Class 0171-938 3444 
22-24 The Priory Queen sway. Birm in gham B4 oBS 
Worldwide Flights: 0121-236 1234 
48 Corn Sheet. Bristol BS1 >HQ 
Worldwide Rights; 01 1 7-929 9000 
254-284 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3EH 
Worldwide Fights: 0141-353 2224 
58 Deansgate. Manchester M3 2FF 
Worldwide Rights: 0161-839 6969 
Fust i Business Class: 0161 -839 3434 

For your free copy of the Traiffinder 
magazine call 0171-938 3366 



CURRENT BEST BUTS 
ON THE WORLD S 
FINEST AIRLINES 


STDEY 

CABS 

JUCXUUD 

H3VY0RX 

UB UEHB 

SASHWEBCO 

BQSTDH 

FURBA 

CMMEM 

TUtSVTB 

8ABSK8K 


Htt&nUB 

TOKYO 

SKAPfBE 

BALI 

BH HI 

KAmumo 


AROUND THE WORLD 
FROM £688 



UEST Worldwide 


Flights ’tt'orliluidc Kit ic.-rr. Around the World 


SYDNEY £*19 DELHI £331 
PERTH 563 HONG KONG «»9 
AUCKLAND6S7 BANGKOK CM 
NAIROBI 305 SINGAPORE C45 
HARARE CSC LAN GEL ES 209 
JO'BURG 429 NEW YORK. 192 
□USA T 305 TORONTO 2tf 


| avj. T‘ I than ? =.n . a nt ; c 

01SH47 3322 I 0181-546 6000 


QUH^T DTORLDH'IDE TRAVEL 


29 CASTLE STREET, KINGSTON. SURREY ten 1ST OPEN 7 DAYS 




Greece 


FLIGHT 

inmumna /KlltaKia mot 


BOOKERS 


AMSflCAS A EUROPE 

01717572000 

WORLDWIDE 

0171 7573000 

MSIMUAAICWZEMAW 

01717572468 

FUST A BUSMESS CLASS 

0171 757 3500 

Abo at 

GATW1CK AIRPORT 

01293 568300 

Open 7deys 7am - lflpm 


WORLDWIDE 
Sydney Fr £499 
Cams £625 
N. Zealand £625 
Singapore £440 
Bangkok - £429 

Hong Kong £451 
Jo'burg £429 
Cape Town- £500 
Nairobi . £352 
Harare . £485 

Dubai £320 


travellin 

NEW 

YEARS 

SPECIAL 

MIAMI 

£210 rtn 

WgelgBMMgjgg 

EUROPE 

Paris Fr£69 

Rome . £132. 
Amsterdam £33 


g freestyle 

AMERICAS 
New York Ft£389 

Los Angeles £285 
San Fransisco £285 
Boston £199 

Chicago £270 

Denver £295 

las Vegas £285 

Atlanta £239 

Mexico City £355 

Toronto £239 1 

Vancouver £305 


raght&ookora offer 
pwt vbIh on low 
coot nights with 
Ow Worlds leading 


Sdsatllal a wwg crflpfa 


Baokkig wtti ngWcotets 
means DooUng Ub best 

Mini Mtna apn. meets 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

177/178 Tottenham 
C-ourr Rood London 
OHM MIS 


EJWtWeuaitnSWlPHM.cn. 
Jen 00806 lAU ATOt 


COLUMBUS 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Don't pay too much for ytour travel Insurance! 

P fe os a can for 

quotes on SkL 
Europe and 
South A fries. 


'Day_£_ 17_ _ 31 90 3=5 

Worldwide £23 029 E79_ 0229 ! 
•Ausiraiiani? £19 £25 £55 £1S3. 
■ USA/Canada £25 £31 £75 £27S 


rOI 71-375 OOII 

Batn-Gpm Mon-Fri. Sa m 4p m Sat. 
or lax D171-375 0022 


STA TRAVEL 



WORLDWIDE FLIGHTS 

Low Cost Fares. High Quality Service 
Call 01457 837768 Mossley, Lancs 
01925 756061 Lymra. Cheshire 
BWT SHE BP WTl YOffYE 1BSB BS 

4CH8BJMM0 OPEN MON-SAT ACCESS/VISA/OELTA 


far out ! 

but WITH OVER 120 BRANCHES WORLDWIDE 
WE'RE NEVER FAR AWAY 


rt*h 

CDotfmii«y ob dtfuM w-aatem fara 



ftnfi 

£56 

New York £150 

f Bangkok 

£357 

Nakobi 

£355 

£96 

los Angeles £265 

| HongKong 

£445 

8 ia 

£460 

£119 

Toronto £199 

i Karachi 

£329 

Brisbane 

£550 


M h« fated «c «Mukd fiqMi oa saKi uha 

linioa ■ Dubs - Citatn - Snppon . Brad • Brtstane -srface- 
Sydney -Aodtond-F^-toJti^-Hef(ijfafa-L»An9dB-Lno(faafm« £765 

Europe; 0171 361 6161# Woridwide 0171 361 6262. 

.. 0161 534 ObfcfMjndisttrl 

117 Eusten Rind NJW1, 86 DU Brompton Rd SW7, 38 Slat 9 M2, Londai. 


HEW YORK. tOS AHGELES, TOKYO. BANGKOK, SYDNEY, AUCKLAND. .. STA TRAVEL 


London to Scotland 
— . for the price o£ a 
pair oi jeans * 


61582 44 55 66 




CALL US 24 HKS/DAY 


T Frorn 

£29 each way 


I^Bljday travel insurance 

WORLDWIDB EUROPE U.K 


Up To 3 days £8 . M IAAO 

\ iQ7 jT £10.45 

8 to 10 days ^ £6.90 

11 to 17 days £25-^ £3.50 

Each Add Week £ 7-40 

ALL RATES ARE PLUS 2*% IPT TAX 

Tel: 01623 633162/3/4 Fax: 01623 420439 


£1S.65 

£21.75 

£25.96 


Destinations 
to suite 
everyone . 


Cadofcan Travel have 
46 years experience 
in operating qnaiUty 
holidays lo the 
following countries: 

GtBRAl.TER,MA&5ELLA, 
LA MANGA, VALENCIA, 
MADEIRA, MOROCCO, 
TUNISIA, MALTA, 
G0Z0,C0MIN0, 
CYPRUS! BERMUDA. 

OUt NEW MDCHl'KSWCteDt 

■ SUPERB selection of 3, 4 
& 5 star hatch & self 
catering apa rtments. 

• DAlUf scheduled fSghtt 
from wax regional 
airports. 

■ FREE international 
discount card, private 

taxi transfers and 
guidebook 

• FABULOUS eklU 
discounts. 

• MANY NO single 

supplements. 

■ FLEXIBLE dundons 
i Jnm i-56 nights. 
•CHOICE of boocjmam 

mom. 

•EARLY booking bonus 
oa srirded resorts. 

con FREEPHONE for 

Ik • brorhure of your choice: 

0800591281 


ICado^an Holidays ] 

"*T- 


Morocco 


GREEK ISLANDS CLUB 

2 b >c»n ol arranging 'SB* and 
hod hoUayt Tor Ihour who 
■expoa pmac>. camion, 
paual icrvioc and bouutoi 
Mr— — — 

P\xm . tni*ix\ * Ccmuoiia, 
Loy.v. ■ ZstiktHiA 
K'tmdia • Cnui * Smiths 
Stum Cn « ,\L>:iSkaos 
Du n • ARORKIVNYM 
Far a tvochurc idrptHne. 

(019321 220iT 1 {24 fan) 

antBcr hap-:/«MMKiuajji.«KH( 

t'ib Cam UJ 

UI1UUI UOLCMAJTO 


THE INDEPENDENT recommend* 
Pure Crete. Spring Hovers end 
empty beeches. S.C vtHese 
houses. 1S9C Brochure. 0181 
7E00879 ATOL 2757. 


Skiing Holidays 



GRECOFtLE ft F1LOXENIA. A very 
dlftcient Greses for &6. Fran 
Paaos 10 the Pctoponne&e. From 
Evm to Emruc. Tel. (014221 
37S9C4 ATOL2817JJTO 

SIMPLY CRETE Award winning 
specialist. Angio-Greek (amity 
otter 16 rears esoenenca to gwde 
you oft the beaten track. Parse 
vines, epartmerm. small hotels 
end Island Wandering phis walk- 
ing, pointing and flower hottoayv 
01B1 99S 8323. ABTA Vt 337 ATOL 
1022 A1TO. 

SIMPLY IONIAN . Paxo*. Caphalo- 
na. Zakynthos LefVas. tmaca. 

Corfu ft Megamsi. OuMeseen- 

tietty Greek Private villa* with i - -cxn :* i-(t :;:j ie:* ■. 

pools, hotel* ana seaside cot- I rri; r uu w umi no- iu; x I'ann .nrvig, yv •>£ s» r fir 
tages In unspoifi tocaoons Alto I --x—^r -i . it -- s tf tts - i=i «&••>•& 

paknfng. wstUngarxf flowsra hob- 
days . Call 0181 99S 8323 ABTA 
Vt 337 ATCA 1922 ATTO 


Sdm your idyllii 
beliJej \VU 
fnmvurecir 
'16 Fruiorr 

0LT NOW 

COTTAGES 
TO CASTLES 
01622 
726881 

T.i-^n Hmm h 

.\i r-Ljp yu. 

bil'IW. 
krw IICM.VM 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 


01689 841900 



( ~T J SIMI'LY 

fZUSCANY 

tc 2iMl»RLA. 


raditfcimJ romary 

viUa-apjftacsu writt pool. 
Dtumr dw "Green Heart* of 
Italy with our flesibte. fly-drtvr 
holidays, scaytnx in a cholor of 

umnutt hntrti. 
Painting, art ft BiTliiirctDrc 
and csoiwry hohday* phn 
short break* to Horeoce. 
tsra^alsatao<jBR,panatsiii[2tel 

0181 9959323 

ASIA VI 337 ATOL Its MID 


IDYLLIC ITALY. Countryside to 
Coast the complete eo Ce cft on. 
Bridgewater's Toecana. (0161) 
7D7 8795 ABTA V7Z78. 

ALL OVER. Italy, tbs fr C93. city 
bleaks tr E1S0. car hire Ir E1B7 
«Uy. 0171 306 3000. ABTA, ATOL 


Rjrtugal 


DISCOUNT FLIGHTS WORLDWIDE 
Travel Insurance leas 25V 
Wingspan 0121-457 U07 T9532. 

WORLDWIDE FLIGHTS. From Flo- 
rence Davet let 01*1 788 5343. 
ABTA D322l.CaU Nowt 

ARROWFUGHT- Agents for ATOL 
Holders- 01627 524816 Mon-Sol 
9sm-8am. 

CHEAP FLIGHTS. Benz Travel 0171 
4394 1B1. ABTA E2273. 


Overseas Travel 


SdMAMhret 

from 

Agadir X1SS 

Cam bind ea £178 
ManAttk £166 
Tangier £168 


01348 874361 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Cottages ft 
ManortnoaasMi pools. UmpaM 
North. Min ho ft Oouro. 01954 
261431 ATOL 2787 AITD ABTA 


HYATT LA MANGA 


Europe 's Premier Golfing Resort 

3 Championship Golf Courses 
Hyatt Hotel or Luxury Villas 

4 4 & 7 Day Breaks ^ £199** 

“■Mays Inc Direct BA Ffgtts - transfers - 5 star 
accoom - Dft&y Goll (4 sharing, 2 gotten) 


~ Harwell ~ 

0181 397 4411 


spnin portugal 


* 


Th* number cne 
choice tor superb 
v*as witn pools n 
me Algarve and 
thraugnom Spasr. 


01752 

660777*’ r® 


BARCELONA weekend breaks ft 
Catalonia constal vtBages. sum- 
mer 96. Hotels ft S/C ach'd tits. 
ATOL Spanish Harbour 0117 


PICOS DE EUROPA (N. Spain) 
Cantabrian Travel. Thr (01473) 
717143. 


CASAS CAM7ABRICAS - S s as.de ft 
countryside hoBdays m beaubhri. 
unspoU regions of 6pski and Por- 
tugal. IncL Tho green Norm, Lima 
Wdey and non the Siena da Fratv 
eta and VaBe del Jena. Tel. 
(01223) 329721 for brochure 

Ana 

SECRET SPAIN. 1988 brochure 
now out. Traditions! houses In 
’Green' Spain, near coast ft 
mountains. Early Booking Dis- 
counts. 01449 736096. ATTO 
Bonded. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Catalan. Galician 
ft Makorcan country homes most 
with pools. Close coast. 0I9S4 
281431 ATOL 2787 ATTO ABTA 

ANDALUCLA. GAUCIN. Traditional 
-while’ mtn vMago. Lovety old 
hsa/apls. Sip* 2-13. Yr-round 
comtons. Uaokal courtyarda and 
gardens. Walks, flowers, beds, 
ruins Ry Malaga. Gib. Seville Tei 
(0171)7209748. 


FREE PIACES FOR GROUPS 
FREE SECOND HOUDAIVS 
REDUCED DEPOSITS 
SKCIMISJ GROUP SBOBCE 
BONUS FOR fVUNGOHAlET 
CHALETS « HOTELS N 
WOODS TOP RESORTS 

01817808800 

OPEN SUN 11-4 


Morzine / Avoriaz 



0181427 4474 5 



5 it)tplv 

Q ki 


Courchevel 
Meribel 

La Plagnc^.^.^ ch ., h .,, 
\ almorcl IioicN and 

\erbier sclf-caierinp 
.. .. ariiN. Crcclics ^ 

l,a ’ ,an . vliildrvn*' clut» 
DolomilCN SLi finding. 

■v. 



EXCLCSIVE 
HOLIDAY'S 

ZEKMATl' - VAI. DTSERT 
COCnCHFAT-L 1850 
MFRIBEL • IXCKSOMtOl.E 




h SKIM- ^^4 


ST MARTIN DE 


PEARL 
LBS TSOIS VAWSES 

t imin ' und iUi 
ned Ir '*rcr >J» and ntinfle <4 
madoMrcjn •&> mjw >a<mdtni 
•inn •jxuxn •tier Hr 
Call AUT SKI: 01932 252025 


I.VI'A • ATOI. I r) 


y4fl0 

THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 



Fora 

unique range 
of real holidays 
that are hilly 

t,’ 

bonded, flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AIT0! 


SKI SAVOIE- Family hoBdays in 
Courchevel 1 995/96 brochure cad 
now. OtBt 715 1 12 Z ABTA V3262 
ATOL 2720. 

hfiif PLAGNE. Private apanmard. 
sleeps 5. odj pram. Avar! Doc-Apnl 
me Chn*«maa . C£00-350pw. Tel: 

01277 2T444S 

MERIBEL A MOTTARET whh SU 
Expen enca. Excellent on suite 
chalets, ski gukflng. nannies, 
wonderful load. For this seasons 
brochure caft (01 1 7) 974S351 (24 
h/sl 


. Don't forget 
to mention the 

Independent 

when replying to 
adverts 


Switzerland 


BETTER DEALS 10 Swttzeriand. Jte 
Ir C99. car htre fr C149 me Cdw. 
lUfHB Travel 01882 533030 E355B 
ATOL 2551 ABTA 


SKI PEAK specialists to Vau|any 

(Alps dXuex) Chalets. Hotels. 
5/C. Superb cutlne. sfcl-guldtng, 
child care, short translers. ATOL 
2687. ATTO. Tel: 01252 794541. 
ADVENTURE NORDIC AND alpine 
skBng. Frtewfly hotels, pieny v»- 
lagea. great regional toed. Europe 
and N America. Huge chofce lor 
beginner*, experts, (amities. 
Headwater 01606 48699 ATTO 
2412. ATOL 

ARGENTlERE MomBlanC Chalet lo 
rem.Sleeps 9,»10 cenire old vil- 
lage. Close lifts. Tel 0033 
50640952 or 0)582 762919 


SIMPLY TURKEY Personal service 
from Turkey apedaflais PrtVHta 
mas. converted cottages, sated 
haste, uto made Itineraries, 
gulei cruising. Special I merest 
Holidays, scuba diving and shod 
breaks to tatanbvL Fo< a copy of 
our brochure please cafi: (0161) 
995B3Z3. ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922. 


If you wish to 
advertise in this 
section please 
telephone the 
Travel Team on 
0171 293 2222 


Skiing Holidays 



SKI MERIBEL 


8 Days A Week Skiing, 
Shuttle Coach - Snow Train, 
The New Luxury Sleeper Coach, 
Inclusive Holiday, S/C-Catered 
Chalets Courcheval. 
Group Bookings Now 


0181 649 8458 


Far East 


Don't forget 
to mention the 
Independent 
when replying to 
adverts 


Africa 


ZIMBABWE 

TANZANIA, BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA 5 NAMIBIA 

TAILORMADE SAFARIS 


Luxurious remote lodges 
Wafting canoeing riding and 
vehicle catans with the very 
best guides Superb wiidiiie 
Adventure wnh comfort, 
■id us » creot you Oea satan. 
Pnone John Burden on 
<01604)28979 



A1 FOR AFRICA. 

Copal ownriterara/Notiots. FBghtS 
only, (alia made packages, 
satan*, Aral ft club specials. Fa 
further nvto and. our brochioe coll 
Alnca Travel Centra (01711 
3888B7B. ATOL 33M. 

AFRICA TRAVEL CENTRE. 
Capetown ’Harore/Nalnibi Flight* 
only, takor mada holidays, sataris. 
Oral ft club specials. For turthex 
Into and broenur* (01711 
3888378. ATOL 3384. 

SOUTH AFRICAN AFFAIR. Cape 
Town. Winelands. Garden Route. 
Natal 6 Transvaal. A unique selec- 
tion ot dasstc hotels. Gama 
reserves and charming homes 
and gardens Tat 0171 381 5222. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PuMsMng pic 
regteis that eMiough every 
reasc-rwt'ie precaution <s taken, 
no resport^Wiy can be 
accepfed (or Rights antt'ur 
acccauwxlation ottered 
through these whonns. or any 
loss arising theretrom Readers 
are advsed lo take al 
necessary precautwis belore 
ervienng inro any travel 
arrangements. 


Beijing & 
Hong Kong 

8 nights from £948 

It day* Boor [hot combine 
imperial iptendour of Brijlns 
with die cownopoEtan 
exctetfnnu of Honj Konf, a 
looney from die CnoiWiI and 
the Forbidden Ory io Victoria 
Peak and tbe *rlanh4lxeii of 
Ada*. With IndMduM M ntraHe* 
far maaknan flodWhy, these 
two peal CMneie dtte* are 
your* to explore. And while 
you're In die neighbowtood, 
wfqt not ifrop In an S^apore. 
Bangkok, Kuala Lumpw or flak. 
With China Tram Service, 
the Far East Is not so far. 

Betngi'nel frUJO 

Hong Kong i J ncr p £675 

Bn>rf ♦ Hong Kong (6 nu) > £940 
Far £an ortensorr 
Bangtsk r? nu) {■ £tS7 

Singapore . .< ml f £257 

fjoh U»TW i.i nV) tr 02 D 

Bak { nci hOJA 

Beach Ude trips: 

Femn * .ml b iX* 

Land*" 1* Nil Jr £180 

Ftn*et r.(s) fr £376 

Sunrn ( J n — J fr £343 


CHINA TRAVEL SERVICE 
TcbOI7l-836 991 1 


VISIT VIETNAM. 24 hn brochure 
Ine.Tei 0171 7275299 



BUTTER FI ELD'S Intflan railway 
lours. Join our apactal carriage 
and see thB real Indte Ot Pakistan. 
01262470230. 


THIS NEWSPAPER AND YOU 


If you have a complaint about an item in this 
newspaper which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or discrimination, 
write to the editor about it. 

If you're still dissatisfied you can write to the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
an rditoriaJ Code of Practice for the Press. 

THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCCs DECISIONS 

P(C 

1 SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
Telephone 0171 353 1 2« Facsimile 0171 353 ©55 
This sprue hits been demoted by the publisher 



kerala 

a special destination in 

india 

call the real specialists now 
for our superb brochure , 
2 weeks from £530 

Cape Travel Co. Ltd 

018 1-943^^^ 
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motoring 


Snow’s tricky, even without the mad drivers 


ttradlest 


The problem is not just the weather: in bad conditions we become a nation 
of insane motorists. This week proved no exception. By Penny Jackson 
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Drive too fast n freezing snow and you’ll end up off tbs real 


A s the first flake of snow 
begins to settle, there are 
drivers who just itch to get 
onto a deserted ride road 
to practise their winter 
manoeuvres. The trouble 
is, others who imagine them- 
selves to be on the last stage of 
the RAC rally bead straight for 
the motorway. 

This week’s freezing weather 
has been' no exception. In Kent, 
where sections of major roads 
were closed altoge ther at tones, 
there was the annual crop of mad 
motorists, according to a police 
spokesman. “Two nights ago,” he 
said, “we had to riiut part of the 
M20. For at least a mile on a six- 
. lane motorway, the road was 
sheet ice and it was snowing. All 
the low-speed signs displayed a 

liimtrf20njph,soeveryoneniust 
have known conditions were 
appalling. Despite that, I wit- 
nessed drivers doing SO or 
60mpb. It was so slippery that 
you could not even stand on the 
road without holding on to the 
car, yet these people thought 
they knew better.- 
“All we could do was cross our 
fingers. But the chances were 
they either ended up over a bank 
and in a ditch, or even worse, col- 
lided with other cars. . 

“Now we have been told to 
expect freezing fog. which rolls 
along in banks — one moment 
there is dear visibility, the nest a 
wan of fog. This could be even 
more hazardous than ice. I can- 
not stress how important it is for 
drivers to be prepared,” he added. 

But even experienced drivers 
were unprepared for the horrors 
of the M25 a few days ago. 
George Edwards, " who has 
docked up thousands of miles in 
wintry conditions, found himself 
sttding into a never-ending queue. 
“It took me five hours to go 20 
miles. I have never seen anything 
Eke it As soon as you touched the 
brake or accelerator, you slid 
sideways. I was driving an auto- 
matic, which didn't help, and all 
I could do was put the car into 
neutral and follow die shape of 
die ice. Despite the horrendous 
conditions, an occasional dope 


would cut along the hard 
shoulder going at about 30mph. 
If my wife had been driving on 
her own, she would have been 
very frightened.” 

And as Surrey police discov- 
ered, some people on their own 
did find it mi too much. During 
- the Tuesday’s chaos, they found a 
woman on the bard shoulder 
awaiting the AA Her crisis? The 
wmdscreOTwqjeiswerenotwcHic- 

ing.Sbe was politely moved on. 

Another driver showed touch- 
ing faith in tbe invincibility of the 
rescue services. When police dis- 
covered her car on the hard 
shoulder, they found a note for 
the RAC stuck to the wind- . 
screen. “Waited, half an hour so 
have gone on foot to the Clack- 
etts service area.” Some six boms 
later, she was still waiting. 

But the officer who met the dri- 
ver of an automatic stalled in the 
middle lane during Tuesday night 
wffl be dining out on it fora whfle. 
He came across herwhile she was 
waiting for the rescue services. 
"The engine won’t start," she 
cried in despair. “’Ey putting it in 
neutral before turning on the 
engine,” might have been the 
polite answer she received 

But not even the AA have 
found it plam sailing: “Our patrols 
in the Soufr-east were rescuing 
people before getting studk in the 
snow themselves,” said a spokes- 
woman. On Wednesday, in the 
South-east alone, tbe AA had had 
6,000 calls by Ham; usually, they 
get about 13,000aday nationally. 

She said patrols had spotted a 
recurring hazard - the port-hole 
driver. “People scrape a little bit 
of their windscreen clear , and 
peer through fhetiny gap. They 
wonder why they didn’t spot the 
car coming up on the right.” 

Certainty, some people do . 
seem to leap into their cars with- 
out thinking about snow piled up 
on top. On a school run, I spot- 
ted a man trying to dean a back- 
door window while driving. 
Another stopped suddenly, send- 
ing us behind into a skid, because 
the snow on his roof descended 
over his windscreen like an all- 
obscuring blanket. 


motoring 


Cars for Sale 


Car Accessories 


Orion Ota(B),«tUgmn EM00 

Escort 1.3 (BB), rad £2250 

ROMMdULt Sport 0885 

KamaU GPa7S0 £1300 

tadlom.Wi £3295 

4188(91), wMi £8950 

Ifego 4M(SB). Hi £1100 

323F GUC (92), Hi 18800 

*Kta;atatfi 0808 

309 ityfe (89) 59k_ Cl 50 

npo»1S(92),pn ■ 15 775 

826 GUC 18v (B2) £6000 

HriwnWmy, £398Q+vtf 

MM Rita Job (S3) £4250 

Sana Eat (S0*,T+T__ £3600 

220 Oman (Rf) 10k EUSM 

CawtaWtaM CfOJMO 

414 SU 10* (SO), rod £4000 

940 GL EM (JV U £9000 

CUcSMSomTtT £3380 

1^10 1^8E<B3), mk £3895 

MHrto1Jm,nd £800 

Honta Cm MOP £2600 

Sort tifca (88), gold £1600 

AXGTm,Ui £3800 

CWGL (Bhutto £2850 

HOMER (80) £2800 

Font Prnba (Mind 00900 

Mw: 280(78},**, £821 

W8XT(8ftgwn ■ . . £8200 

Gomda Qfeta (H) £2750 


Alta 184 Lnrortps) £15750 

tada1JI(DL«Ma £860 

Srtan InfreaTtato (95) — £17,495 

H'troLOpn.btat* £550 

CanparU(79},a3bBrti £1200 

IM Cooper (S4),bsg*i £8300 

Lade Comet 4+4 (87) 0500 

RMartH9TXE(91) £4050 

41694(94), Hun £8200 

4149(95,2711 £4300 

XJS Can* (M), Hi 08*5 

Siena LX (SB) CMOS 

214 SI, Hi E6995 

Hein LH (04) £8000 


Artn GUI (82) £8500 

Rub LX (M) black SSSBD 

Montoflo BIT EH (80)... .... — £3750 

IUoUn,)l| £3080 

Heronry TO AHo (94) £21,958 ] 


SwpMreGlSI(9q £2595 

>181 (91), HU £8800 

Rn«aS(F) £890 

FWa1.1E(H) 0800 

Hein DupnHwt (82) £1600 

Reeri 0 Artb (Y) ■ -£888 

Supra (85), bbc* £3818 

Eacort QLEst (86) £975 

FM GM> (81) £4500 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 


How to ensure you’re 
prepared for winter r 


ROOFBOXES 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 


m v. 


■Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE. CHORLCY PRO ONE 



JEF636 LNBSO 11 ON KX2761 

7P>6JH TO LOU 55 RH SBB40I 

uonrr utsm nmo -hsog 
BUCK UNDO FSUS32 SI 7072 
man cmhal trow ssvw 

JPWgfi UBWin IPUP 234 STU 
JKAU 353MDB 6I48R SVJ479 
JSMJ36 MBOM B4RBJ TBCM6 
771 J7C MHWS45 RCM 133 T*S7K 
702 KEV MB 248 KIEV TT 1161 
KMT 664 MKT** ICBKH TTffil 
»3« 55H5L KLM329 J 124 UP 

7LBP I9UMT 777 MCA VOTftB 
UxttM MS#M 1SROO WBP64 
WLH NMP30 2T547 36WHM 
XJW989 18 NS 9274 RW 1I1X 
iM1V1<8etaypn7i7ii32I2| 
■FlUScmiMiitaie^talorwrtfcflilaDtt. 


RUD Chains Ltd. - John Wilson Business Park 
Whrtstable, KentCT53QT- Thanet Way ■ Unit 10-12 
Telephone (0 1227) 276611 ■ Facsimile (0 1227) 276586 


weissenfels 


Probably the world’s easiest 
fitting snow chains. 

DON’T GET 
CAUGHT OUT 
THIS WINTER 


For our colour brochures 

Tel: (01732) 884408 



SAAB 


BAAB IN WASWICKBHIRB, Biter | 
tba Ml rang* pf now Saab* and i 
w rUKt M tf lhe le mai aria ot lo n 
of emriH uteri Sam H 8 m MM- 
ianria. Lime Onu Mh ( 0926 ) 
423221. 


Classified 
Advertising 
also appears 
on page 7. 


j Moto Services 
Wwwiw ffr 

^Driving Courses^ 
Rasfcfantlal Driving School 
Before the written test 
team to drive in North 
Wales. One or two week 
course with test: and 
a c c omm odation arranged. 
For details phone: 
01407 711391 


Snowihc--: l>d. WrotPsn Rjca. >n: 


To advertise on the 

Motoring Page 
please call ' 
Mark Chanda 
on 0171 293 2338 


ByPhilUeweii 


T his is a testing time of 
year for cars and dri- 
vers, despite efficient 
heaters, anti-lock braking 
systems and other features 
that are now taken for 
granted. The fact that the 
RAC has S3 per cent more 
call-outs in winter than in 
s umm er speaks for itself. 
So take a few precautions. 

Make sure your car is 
properly, prepared. Thii. 
sounds obvious, but a sur- 
vey carried out by the AA 
last winter revealed that 34 
per cent of the vehicles 
inspected did not have 
anti- freeze in their cooling 
systems. 

. Other faults identified 
by the survey included 
;wiper blades that needed 
replacing and tyres with 
insufficient treads. 

“The battery is the 
biggest single cause of 
starting problems, because 
it has to work extra hard in 
winter," says the RAC. 
This problem escalates 
when batteries are sub- 
jected to the additional 
strain imposed on them by 
such equipment as mobile 
phones. 

Solutions, to car; prob- 
lems in 'winter need not 
be -. expensive. Reluctant- 
engines are frequently 
encouraged by a squirt pf 
damp-defeating WD-40. 
Other problem solvers 
indude a battery charger' 
and jump leads that trans- 
fer power from a healthy 
battery to a sick one. Think 
in terms of £1Q-£15 for 
these items. .... ;. - 

Wfeet* tfid feq^perahire 
fells we^hawe 

all shared the' rdad with 
drivers whose ' visibility 
amounts to i few Square 
inches of ice-free wind- 
screen. Andrew Howard, 
the AAs road safety'fchief, 
underlines the need to 
allow plenty of time to 
achieve maximum visibil- 
ity. Essential helpmates 
include an ice-scraper and 
a supply of de-icer. The 


screenwasher bottle’s 
water should be laced 
with a deaner whose for- 
mula includes something 
to combat freezing If very 
cold weather is forecast, 
stock up on Halford’s 
douWe^cracentrate screen- 
wash. One litre - enough 
to make up to 40 litres of 
fluid - costs £3 A9. 

Fog is probably the most 
dreaded of all winter haz- 
ards. According to the AA, 
there are about 20 days a 
year when conditions 
become so bad that even 
the most experienced dri- 
vers are disorientated Use 
dipped headlight keep 
the windscreen dean and 
switch the fog Lights on 
when visibility fells to 100 
metres. Sticking dose to 
the tights in front creates a 
false sense of security and 
can be the prelude to an 
accident. 

Few road-users appreci- 
ate the need for such pie- . 
cautions more Dennis 
Priestley, a 42-year-old ' 
police constable who; 
patrols dales and fells 
where blizzards and tem- 
--peratures worthy of the.- 
Arctic are often experi- 
enced at this time of year. 

“Believe it or not, warn-' 
mgs about roads being 
dosed due to bad weather 
are quite often ignored,” 
he says. Eight of his 21 
years in uniform have been 
spent policing abcral 100 
square miles of the north- 
ern Bennines, which the 
guidebooks correctly des- 
cribe' as England's last 
wademess- Tto is a beau- 
tiful but potentially lethal 
"part Of the country. 

Based in Alston, Eng- 
land’s - highest market 
town, PC Priestley has 
become adept at hauling 
vehicles to safety with a 
Range Rover. He and his . 
sergeant co-operate with 
the men who work tbe goi- 
ters. These - are Mer- 
. cedes-Benz Uhhnogs with 
four-wheel drive and lots 


of ground clearance. 

“Winter conditions can 
be dangerous” is the un- 
equivocal warning on the 
sign where the A686 from 
Penrith to Alston leaves 
the village of Melinerby. 
From there the road 
zig-zags to.Hartside Tbp, 
1,903 feet up the Frankies’ 
western flank. Five miles 
east of Alston, the A689 
becomes England’s highest 
classified road when it 
reaches 2,056 feet at Kill- 
hope Cross. 

“Modern cars are so 
cosy that it’s veiy.easy to be 
unaware of how coidit has 
become outside,”; says PC 
Priestley. “Speed Is the 
main cause of problems in 
winter. People go too 
quickly, then brake arid 
slide off the road.” 

He stresses the need to 
remember that -if the 
Weaifaer is bad at the foot 
of a hill, conditions are 
almost certain to deterio- 
rate as the road dhnbs 
higher. Cold and wet in 
Alston can become a bliz- 
zard a few miles and mm- ' 
utes later, when you reach 
Hartside, Kfllhope or the 
highest point on the B6277 
to Teesdaie. 

; “Stop and go back when 
you start encountering 
small drifts,” he says. 
“There’s always the temp- 
tation to press on. But if 
you do that, then realise 
you can’t keep going, by 
the time you decide to turn 
there’s a risk that the snow 
behind you will have built ' 
to to such an extent that 
the road’s blocked.” 

“If you get stuck, the 
golden rule is to stay with 
your ve hide,” PC Priestley 
asserts. “If you’re on the 
road, you wQl be found. If 
you start walking, there 
are times when you can 
become totally disorien- 
tated within 10 yards. Set- 
ting off cm foot is the last 
thing you should do. It 
could.be quite literally the 
last thing you do.” 



R over’s new 200 models look - 
cute and handle crisply. They-, 
out-perform most rivals for 
• pep and economy- That they re 
youthful In spirit, nicely made 

and as Britiffi as Yorkshire pud 

is all to their credit. . 

- : Yet there’s a problem: Rover 
has pitched the 200 into the 
. . compact end of the huge lower- 
• medium sector— and priced it 
according - where the 
pos ition, led by .the best- ^ 

bigger and roomier. One glance 
at the 200, three^door or five, 

‘ and you’d swear it was a 
generous supermini. Clamber 
into the back, and you’d be 
convinced of it- There’s more 
legroom in a Hat Punto. 

\ : • Size aside, Rover has created 
■ a winner that can only enhance 
■ the reputation of BMW’s British 
' Wing. Net -that BMW had 
.anything to do with it; the 200 
was designed before the German 
takeover. Former Japanese . - . 

: collaborators Honda had no 
input, either. Unlike the Honda- 1 
based 400 (which also competes 
uneasily above its weight), the 
200 is purein-house Rover, 
petrol mid diesel engines 
included. It’s the company’s first 
. - mainstream solo since the * 

- Metro/Montego, and according 
to chief executive John Towers, 

/ marks a momentous stage in it’s 
development Were there any 
lingering doubts after the MGF 
that Rover lacked creative skills, 
the 200 dispels them. . 

AM the 200s have power- 
• assisted steering so they’re easy 
lo park and manoevre. All come 
with’suspension that rides the 
bumps smoothly without 
hl imtrng agility: keen drivers will ■ 
*. :fikfe the car’s nippy cornering, 
j responsive steenrig and sharp 

- : Zl6I feels almost as.lively as the 
I27mph 200vi, powered by the 
* ■MGF’sclassy L8-iitre high-tech 
.engfoe. ■ 

- There are, tbough, some 
. design ffews. Up frQEt, tail ■ 
drivers (even some mediiim 
ones) could dowith^. lower 
seating portion: I felt awkwardly 
‘ perched on the seat More 
rearward adjustment would not 
, go amiss, earner. And rear 
legroom is very cramped. 

Welcome novelties Include the 
provision of three rear seats - 
technically tricky with 60/40 split 
rear seats - and grope-free radio 
controls oh the steering wheel 
‘There’s a nice, crisp feel to the 
switches, and the smart leather- 
look fecia instils an air of 
quality. The word “youthful" 
pops up frequently in Rover’s 
blurt), as if to distance the 200 
from its more mature siblings. 
Sowhy thetraditkmal bun 
walnut embellishment, which 
creates nasty reflections in the 
. windscreen? 

Of the six engines on offer in 
the 200 series - a super-frugal 
L4, two;1.6s, the 1.8 humdinger - 
and a couple of oil burners - the 
one that will raise eyebrows most 
is a new turbo-diesel which is 
• impressivety quick (thrusting 
. acceleration to 115mph) and 
amazingly economica). (72.6mph 
at 56mph and a realistic 55mph 
overall). 

The mid-range 216Si I tested 
is as lively as it is frugal Ford’s 
similarly priced Escort 1.6 is well 
beaten on performance and 
economy. Butthentbe 
- lightweight Rover cannot match 
the bigger Escort’s 
accommoda tfan. Take your pick; 
space o r pace. - 

Roger Bell 

Specifications 

Rover 21€Sj five-door, £12,695. 

Enginej 1589cc,faur tylindeis, 16 
valves, Illbhp at 6000rpm. 

. Traasiirissior]: five^peal manual 
gearbox, fraot-wbeeS drive. Tip speed 
ilSmpb, 0=60mph in 9.3 seconds, . 
average consumption 42.2mpg. 

Rivals 

Ford Escort 1.6iSi five door, 

£12,475 Britain's best-selling car is 
Mg&r and roomier than the new 
Rover - but not so lively or 
economical. Latest facelifted car 
ijwcti better than its predecessor in' 

. looks, ride and handling. • - 
Peogiwt306 1.8XT, £13^30 
.Overail size and wfweitese similar to 
Rover 200’s, but cabin much roomier. 

, Terrific ride and handling. Goes well, 
sounds arid feels refined. The 
■.benchmark on all-round ability at this 
level. 

VW Polo 1.6GL, £11,344 Able, well 
Packaged supermini. Although a class 
down from the 216, longer in 
wheelbase and roomier in the back. 
Fine.ride and handling, indifferent 
performance. Lacks Rover's spirit 


L J* U&P 
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Gifts for the Sarah? 
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Gifts for Her 


FRESH 
DiFFODIlS 



GROOM BROS LTD mp m 

,i 


BT7JJ|7attH »7K008 

MMdM to be ncaWcr ram Omnw 


Greetings 


Italian Christmas Catalogue of fine 
Italian food packed deliciously. 

Delivery nationwide. 

For persona] or company gifts. 

. Please telephone us on 
01712405710 
or Fax 0171 497 1361 




Books 


FT?T71\JPT4 language magazine 

X IVLIN V^n FOR UX READERS 

£■***■ OKfnsSIWarfe# eff Ic m ag arin c en brands pour lea Wctcurs 
noLimuques. fl cm teat en- style direct «' concern bcaucoup 
tfanide* air unc grame dc sujets - xaaiite, mui^. hL -jrwphu. 
jfu* dr mots. etc. 

Selected for UK rezdere. mHw oim ia many i mihiiniK aids to 
insist undersunfoag and entoymem. for those who wish to 
nnpnne ihctf grasp of spoken French, an audio cassette wtth 
rexoidmgs of selected arnefe* autaqpaaies each isser. > Price amt). 
Year's sub&cnpuoo to mspanefeix iioniihly bsues> £ 14 . 70 . 
YeatS ^nbxnpUon to radio ciwbw £ 27 . 

Tml copy of nogaanc £ 2 - 6 ft. Trial cassette: £ 5 - 50 - 
* All rots peal mr UC • Payments hj: 

lallcOatre^Uutcb*. S Skye Ctose. Maidstone, Kent MH15 8^ 


^INDEPENDENT 

CHRISTMAS 
GIFT 
Sb GUIDE 

... With Christmas just around Hie 
comer, over L66 miDioa Independent 
and Indq&ndent on Sunday readers 
will be looking far gift ideas. 

Our Christmas Gift Guide can help 
you promote your products and services 
to our discerning readers. 

You can advertise in ihe Independent 
and Independent oh Sunday on any day 
between now and Christmas. 

We not only offer special discounts - up 
to 25% for 14 insertions - but also our 
Christmas Competition encourages 
our readers to study the advertisements 
closely. 7b find out more and to book 
your space- 

call the 

Christmas Gift 
Guide Team 

4S®I 0171-2932323 

jgg35£ 0171-2932344 

Source: NRS Jan - June '95 




Christmas gift guide +g0+K)0 +40 


Fax: 0171 293 2505 


Gifts for Him 


Unusual Gifts 


Unusual Gifts 



WILLY WARMERS 
FROM AFRICA 

Genuine, handmade, tribal, 
mftUani male undenutar 
from Zimbabwe 
ONE* £ 7 .» t £i pSp. 

NOW Bad keep your 
Ovowto Wily w™ .hfc tthas. 
Cbetfita'P. tit ia 

AKTY2AN iXtept IN5.. 14 Cnrefce 
irac. Bansead. W SM7 MN 
Td. 0181 

ZKXEn&rE DESPATCH) 






NxUOrfirM* OIM 

Farbnducarn q 
boy <MM ph «*““•»» OH 

0800851 871 


&KJELIY KETTLE 

The F*nw\n Vekano 
WUcrMircanU 

iced anwhr-re 
anytrnc Up In 2 pvft 
btfaiR waits. iMih a 
ha netful a tw*^ 
UB-SO nt pip ILBO 

KvByKMlk-CPLhl 
Eydnn, Dncnn 
NottfunuNNll 6 PH 
Fax. 01327 ZblBlffl 


HAND-ROLLED HAVANAS 
OOMimCANS 
HONDURANS 

FOBHafFULBHOCmaF 

01625572090 


ai. WHO COULD YOU ORDER a 
. Japanese 'takabi Robe tram? 


Opportunities 


WORK AT HOME 

- rcirr;.T .:-75 tc supjro r. 

-rp y O r Jrj:r ‘/Cu. =3rr>>i$ 

frorr* jppiox. ^3 =0 pr. 


03 . WHO WILL IBP you ( 
n n r m m i rt rlnt rnflm iii T 



What’s On 


^Everything for the 
WCHESS or BRIDGE 
\jLV enthusast 
Semite FREE Had Order 
catalogue from 
ft BRIDGE LTD 

368 Euston Road 

London NW1 3AR y- 

0171 - 388240 ^= 7^11 

RETAIL SHOPCil 

OPBi lOam-Spm p—\ 


PHANTOM 

ITumer. 

8119 


call FREE now 

0800 132090 


THE 0UYE 

Bmnsusf s Kit 

A bushy young olive bee 
and a bottle of extra virgin 
ofive oil smartly packaged 
in a sturdy wooden box for 
£ 25.00 + £ 6 p&p. 



■ IN THE MATTER OF 
NOKIA CONSUMER 
ELEC TRONI CS (UFO 
LIMITED AND 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE E HEREBY GIVEN 
that d Petition was an the 24th 
November 1995 presented to 
Her Majesty's High court of 
Justice for me confirmation of 
the reduction of the capital of 
the above-named Company 
from £ 14 , 000,000 to £ 544540 . 
AND NOTICE B FURTHER 
GIVEN that the said Petition Is 
directed lobe heard before Mr 
Registrar Buckley at the Royal 
Courts of Justice; Strand. 
T rewire. WCZA ZLL. CO 
Wednesday the 20 di day of 
December 1995 . 

ANY Creditor or Shareholder 
of Bfl fd Company desiring 
to oppose die of ad 

Order for the confirmation of 
the said reduction of capital 
should appear at the time of 
hearing in p ermit or by 
Counsel far that purpose. 

A copy of the said Petition 
wiO be furnished lo any such 
person requiring the same by 
the usdemtenbotied Snfidtnu 
on payment of foe regulated 
charge far the same. 

Dated this 9 th day of 
December 1995 


Townsends Sofia tors of 
42 Criddade Street • 
Swindon. Wiltshire 
Sdirifon for the above-named 
Company 


Music 


Press conferences, 
interviews, newsreels, 
etc, on video. 

A must for any fan 1 
Phone 01734 782913 
for details 


04 . ONE CALL TO THW company 
can entire several problems - who 
are they? 


Last Minute Gifts 



Pnaeoud n an engraved tax. cadi 
bocik cotto villi cb engmal bmic io 
T he Time,' rroui itc irdpvnTi 
hath due. a diw nfwrl md 
uuacamaPBWrr. 

Tet (l.rK) 01827 830707 
Fax: (U10 01827 830725 
Faa/noacTd bee 
{ton tLSc-l 880 *27 7153 
lAHo ul ahous sv 
*dakTi Dni vuuflc - - ihr peried 
rhiimai 


Q A WHICH COMPANY HAS a Mda 
saiectfon at new A aeaxxflmnri 
Upright 0 Qnnd Pianos? 


House and Home 


Have your 
favourite picture 
enlarged onto canvas 
For FREE information pack 
and samples Contact 

ARTIx 

SouthbarA Technopark 
90 London Road 
London SE1 6LN 

Tel: 01719228827 
Fax: 0171 9228827 


Wanted 


Pre-Owned 

ui '-». . « -t _ . 

TTrarwarcnet 

Highest Prices 
paid in CASH 
cal the 
UX 

Specialists 




R 


FITTED HOME OFFICES 


Superbly designed, 
manufactured & fitted to 
[ your exact requirements. 

F Affordable combinations 
of fine fitted furniture in 
a variety of modem & 
traditional styles & finishes. 



tO’Ar- 


TEN out o< TEN & CO 7 

Tel: 0181 688 0030 Fax: 0181 680 5895 


TOE INSOLVENCY ACT I 9 K 
AND 

204 CURTAINS Liatud 
NOTICX E HEUBV QVE> fursata u 
San RaTife, Ipnhat} Aa. 1«L Hat* 
Mau« eT Cnditen of itc ibow wmed 
ctnymyml bcSdda 
Tit Moil Hoik Hold. 
HijkrT Bridft Sum. Bofavu Lna im II 
DudslWHU^a 
bo tic rayota rimMwd is Scam W. 
WOLsTdratoTlte—dAe. 

Omf Jrao Tojitr. o Lsrawd ioehaej 
rnetMaa of Urec Dnri Tayior. of 1*4 
Nr* Cmodtt 5BC0. Landis WIH 7PO 
sd ftrrc*etarp. Oa£Ka *ni wi 

Cii a p s m ', •Omm 

u ikn mar itjun 

Csad lha 3 da, of Komater NM 
ZTBLN XAWVD* 


ACORN MOBILITY 

EASI'HT STAIRLIFTS 

•Radt enquiries we lc ome Coo our new DC Powered SttMlfl 

• Buy direct from the /gjrK 

manufacturer Afyf^. 

• One hour A y«Qqwfj| 

installation t * 


You Survey — We deliver — You fit 


v»* 


nose acw and ask for TRADE Salb 

©01274 722600 



Unusual Gifts 




from me arte Taflt range je 
size XL £10.99 he postage each “ 

Rosie Nleper fj. 12 Munster 
Itoad. TeaOngton. Wfddesex 
1W1I9LL 

or ring 01B1-2S5 9926 C24IVS) 

FREE CATALOGUE WITH LOTS MORE DESIGNS 


JIGSAW PUZZLES MADE FROM 
YOUR PHOTOS 

An Original Gift for Everyone 

l lm \ i Sin . 3*0 piw«»- - iliw inc. ptip 
Dm x ISn - 120f*er« • All Wax pttp 
llm x |*in - W|WCBi-(l'tWin‘ P&P 
llmx sin- JMpfcco- p*p 

Hr iiiin: hsiI ai.iv rar /Vv*. I return, iHc‘ and fnxmmt to- 

ASTYZAN. Dept. INfv Falrbotme Farm, 
t4 €Uxiydoa Laoc. BmatcatL Sunvy SM7 iAN 
TdcpkMK 0181.740 5439. «eair a8csr 7-10 dmyajbr deUrery 


JAPANESE 
YUKATA ROBE 





RELAX IN COMFORT 
& STYLE 

100*. COTTON. 
TRADITIONAL 
BLI'E/WHITE 
GEOMETRIC 
DESIGN. 
WRAP AROUND 
STYLING FOR 
WOMEN A MEN. 
54” LENGTH 
(EASILY 
SHORTENED). 
FULL SLEEVES 
& BELT. 
Made in Japan. 


£19.95 inc p&p. Order from 
Now *n Zen. 

Shelwick Farm, 

Hereford HR! 3AL 
Tel: 01432 26S796. 

(Opes 7 days) 


Eashion 



The Luxury of 100% 
Pure Cashmere 
from only £89 

Designed to I rah: 100“ 6 nvo ph" 
punr'raihmcrc nm 
The namleu ’neck, cufft anil 
B-ambarnl air in nb-kiul m keep 

is dupe 

Oucuradinc value lor monev- 1 



Health & Leisure 


Freedom From 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome 


Od you know (tet Irritate Bomb) 
Synrtom (Spastic Coion) can 
new he cured quickly; easily and 
tar pood? * you suffer ew dstresa 
and dacortfon ai ckarrhoea. 
constipatfon. hioetng. soreness of 
wind you reaBy must ny the 
renwdlos coniainetl in a brand 
new book FREEDOM FROM BS. 
This sympathetic fitue book 
Mptakna 1 km our howd works, 
•hat erases it to go wrens, and 
sale, stmpta methods to restore o 
to normal o pa raM o n to dottrie 
qatok Howl The author thaws on 
toe latest leaearch to explain the 
seven causes of IBS. He expan a 
why certain foods should be 
avoided, which nvwyday drugs 
aggravate too bowel, and why 
some popular Bea m wee actraly 
worswi the iness. He goes on to 
reveal good (teL exsntfsa and 


mlaxabon are the key to a cure, 
piotming exercises to bring last 
pam mieT - and haatihy easng tps 
to set you on ma road to a 
permanent recovery. DON'T 
nrtar in silence one mn* more 1 
Complete rekel from toe memy 
and embanassmert ot IBS is dose 
at hand. They a ttnaO price to 
pay tor good heetih and eoadort 
TO Older FREEDOM FROM BS 
send your name, address and book 
XU#, wtto Cheque/PO lor E9.9S 
(poet tree) Overseas oidere add O 
postage, to MAPLE MARKETWG 
(UK) LID. DEPT SSI 47, 
FREEPOST HA4446, Southaii 
MMdx. U81 3BR. ataring 14 days 
tor detorery Ybu may return toe 
book at any time tor a hi refand H 

rot entirety satisfied. 


Unusual Gifts 



Christmas Fhyre 


“SEND A FRIEND A 
FRUITCAKE " 

Luxury Fruit Cakes £ Deluxe 
Mince Pies in Tins 


Luxury Fruit Cake 

£9.99 


Heavily fruited, motet eating 
Fruit Cakes. Hand decorated 
with Bsnzi Nuts. Wa touts 8 
Cherries, then laced wtih 
French Brandy & Jamaican 
Rum after oatJrrg. along 
with tradhtonal Patty pan 
sIzb Ehon crusl Detune 
Mnce Pies wdh Brandy, 
beauUufly presented in 
quakty tins. Persoruksed 
message cards avaHattfa 



Win a Prize ■ ! 

In Our Easy ; 

To Enter li 

Christmas 

, Competition SBBBB 

■The Independent in association with 
; Carluccio's is offering a special box full of 
\ delicious Christmas goodies even 1 Saturday 
j until 9th December in our Christmas Gift 
i Guide Competition. Every week the first 
j correct postcard pulled out of the Christmas 
j sack will win the special prize. 

; How To Enter 

j There are five questions, numbered one to 
five, hidden amongst the Christmas Gift 
Guide advertisements. Once you have found 
them, you must find the answers. These are 
located within the advertisements. Send! 
your answers, together with your name, 
address and daytime telephone number on a 
postcard to: 

Christmas Gift Guide Competition No. 13 
Marketing Dept, 19th Floor, 
Independent, 

One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL. 

Closing date for Competition No. 13 is 
Wednesday 13th December 1995. 


Independent Hearts 



advertisement in 


Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
c/oTtae Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 



INDEPENDENT HEARTS 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 

phcinc an ath-ertisasoU in lb Indepeatem Hearts section of the Independent aDd the Independent cm Smh)- yoa wiQ 
• ^ * immediately be is contact with owr 1.86 raflbon rasters.* 

-r. ___ -A-rtaafisa, Mb&taJ in ihe Cist available editions of die Saturday "Weekend" ud Sunday “Real Life" sections 

TV cost flf JM r No “ « additional £10.00. please cross here if you do not require a Box No Q. 


Eoph wiitt yost advertisotwit in fce qaces bdow asd SD in the coupon - Miniianm 2 fines. 
iNB A chamier k a tetter, a Dumber, a punctuation mart and a space between words) 



Name: 


Addn5is; ■ Z Postcode: 


• _ Signanue; ... 

Tefcphone idajiinsc) rhMt jiaadBewaApdtoUt w Smpopf PabTaUsg rtf or ilf&i my: 

tfuJuTta rtoMUtmcibcm/aitt I I I I I 1 III I I I { j 

r- — -Assa-DD**® 0 * C******** I L I 1 .. LLU I I I .11 1 

— send all advenisenicots to:- todepeadeot Hearn; 

„ . sa^imry Wharf. Loudon EM SDL • Tdcphoncfl!?! 293 2347 • Fax: 0171 293 ^05 

Jndittadrf. Wti? P-OOfr 1 C0E2&1 3q ere wtkome ^ lekpbut number. m NRS Jm - June V 

j» B > *tus**'** M iSSfSSL — • r 


ITUS 


The Intelligent Person’s Introduction Agency 
The Local service operating Nationwide 
for ihe intelligent, wticufate and well educated 
Join ihe Largest agency wflh personal interviews and BS 5750 
24 hour information Freefone 0800 374451 brochure line 
Ask for your Free CD or Tape 

London North West Scotland North East 
0171 2S6 6123 01 625 060824 0131225 3806 0101383 2224 

South Weak WeetHUlanris Yortahbe EastMdlands 
0117 (M2 9500 0121 704 0200 01904 611821 0115 924 1113 

SKECPOSI 309 London EC1B 1SY Mce M SJOub ta lUpa 7 daytowk 


WATERCOLOURS 


N G L E S GALLERY L 


FOR EXECUTIVES AND 
PROFESSIONALS 

Waiereakrare sands akmc in the Geld of 
nvMwiv. Onr ■*—m liuwu allows you to riwwn 
yoo wry own partner front our extensive range 
of portfolios. A unique s ki ric e vhh a difference, 
for unattached ere ecuti vea and profesekxiak. 
Completely confidential, with no obKgariw n . 


-0~ rURTHt'R INF OR. 1 -*. -\T : ON. CA; i tj? CK 


attached? 

Yri need a friend 
Subscribe now for an 
informative newsletter. | 
0589300611 

or write to Box No. 1:401. 

Additions 

as featured on BBC Radio, 
nv. Cable and 

Amadou* Television. 


Newspaper PubSshfog pte 
requests that 

Commercial Organisations 
do not send material 

to our 

Private Advertisers 


/* drawing down the moon 

* X 

«\ 


nit VlllNKlMi I^.KSO'.'-- iNTStim i'l'l'iN AOENCV 


"n sympathetic and successful agency 


Sd.-.m f. Eve* ’/.c.-js, Km’rcno-' 

0171-937 6263 


Haytin Wellesley 


51 ’ Unycr Brno!. >/nv;, Mdutnir 

0171 499 7-/94 WccktUr.is: 9:311 - 7:30 
’■ViVjVi'rjj/; 'US I 6S6 2967 or 0162$ 7703S4 

Z y Q O S I S llti- hrhiifiini fiu/rltu 


THE FB8FESSI0IAL PERSOB'S IRTRDBDCTIOI AGEICY 


Prafcndol peu^rofraiOam mea iliai kfcal pntaa m Uior cmcru uslait 
Thaft. riut Z> pr*. cm hdp 

We jre hdlly uteOM. tfowr auuoto. or aznxlsiud. fen aad pnhie rc»*» 
Wc tool IbrtaiJ io year caS. 


LONDON 

tmsstm 


OUT OF LONDON 

Diussno 


sroruND 
0l3t S$45t65 



U A. stnarin^ swea 

ratc^. f smttlrTT tone 

term rriati»ttsltipe M 
Maa 8tt Sesm ' 


0171-499-9626 
• mtubvr ■ 
017S3SW50 

■ (Both 24 Hum) 
-ariefBcKEfcatfarec, 
IkttuftTMMcSUtR. 



tiic. ftluxeie. GoJe. 



INSTANT CONNECTIONS 

TO 45 WOMEN 
LIVE ON LINE 

0891708057 




SIGNIFICANT OTHERS Introduc- 
tion agency. Die m a tHgare dotes 
tar gay men. TeC on -938 moo. 

THE DINNER CLUB (EeL '85). The 
nations only countrywide dining 
Oub hx unattached prolea- 
storai'butoneas people aged 28*. 
Tel; 912441 350537. Business 
opportunltiea also available 
(OISM) 548816. 

UK'S BEST singles magazine. Free 
delate * Bsgafai OHec Person to 
Person (Depr NOf. RCLBcxa. oor- 
Ing, RQSSDN. 

CHRISTMAS IS A-CQUMQ «0 foe 
new year too' Need more Mends 
wfto’re occBshuul criurcn-goer- 
stao? Then ComtadonE is the 
Mandchfo tor you (130 mses rad 
of London) ring 0181 906 M87 fin 
tvnehure 


VISUAL CREATIVE ARCHITECT 
Ybung 66. asehs visual creatfve 
woman. Box No 1 97B 

SPARKY. SELF SUFFICIENT SvmI 
Woman. Lata Wt, sseka con ft 
dart man wnti sense ol tun sod □ 
spire ol adventure. Box No I: 978. 

GAT MAN. SUM. AtBactfve. 36. Him 
Lancs. Romantic. Quo. Lfces hik- 
ing, music, good Hvtng„^.aaoks 
□bid bn. Bax No 1: 979. 

SINGLE PROFESSIONAL WOMAN. 
40, Sincere, into walking. Dining. 
Film, Seeks simmer woman id 
share warmth and friendship. 
West Midlands area G.S.0 H. Bax 
No 1:920 

BRIGHT AND DYNAMIC 
jmceMnsKiinian, ai. prolos- 
3/Onal storyteller, single mother, 
buerests are am. taHdore and tun! 
Seeks wunn and gentleman tor 
tone laughs. Bos No h 683. 

TAVSIDE GENT FIT ArUeuialB and 
house-trained seeks special lady 
3S-50 lor walking, taking and tun- 
ing ana to snare ms’s finer 
momere&Brn no r 984. 


SpeakEasy 



WE'RG TALKING 


DATING!! 

0839 700 044 ) 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cj g not 
gujmnicu that 
respondenu will rvcenv 
j replx when jnswerinj: 
adveniseirini'*. *m ihix 
page, although we hnpe 
that ax .1 matter oT 
eauncsx- ihe> will. 
VLTilh making coniuei 
wilh people fur ihe fir.i 
i ime ii lv idvlsable io 
meet in j public place 
jnd lei j ineniber ol" 
>our I jntily or trusted 
friend know where >«iu 
mil be. 

We would ad\ t<e readers 
.tod advertisers in 
exercise caul ion when 
giving oui per»on.i 1 
deutilx. This will be 
respected bj genuine 
respondents. 
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Many people, it is 
dear, are still too 
innocent or too 
ignorant to be able to 
resist the 
blandishments of a 
well-trained and highly 
motivated insurance 
salesman 


F ull marks to the Con- 
sumers Association, 
which this week came 
out with some inter- 
esting and headline- 
' grabbing research 
showing how often financial 
advisers |ive poor invest- 
ment advice to those who 
come looking to them for 
help in their financial affairs. 
A survey in the monthly mag- 
azine Which? suggests that 
up to a third of all advisers 
give bad and unsuitable 
advice. 

The most common offence 
it identified is recommending 
a financial product that is 
quite inappropriate in invest- 
ment terms, but which has the 
great merit (from the 
adviser's point of view) of 
earning a commission. 

One of their researchers 
who was sent out to pose as 
a redundant man wondering 
what to do with his £15,000 
pay-off was on several occa- 
sions urged to put his money 
into investment bonds or 
Peps when a risk-free build- 
ing society or bank account 
would have better suited his 
needs. 


A second researcher, 
claiming to be a young man 
looking save some money 
to pay for his wedding two to 
three years away, was offered 
a variety of unsuitable alter- 
natives, including a personal 
pension, Tessa savings 
accounts and even on one 
occasion, two emerg ing mar- 
ket investment trusts. 

All of them would have 
earned commission for the 
adviser that the researcher 
went to see. 

Accountants and solicitors 
were just as culpable of 
putting their own commercial 
interests ahead of those of 
their client, the survey found, 
as independent financial 
advisers. 

In fact. Concludes Which?, 
despite their often poor rep- 
utation, the independent 
financial advisers came out 
best of all the types of advis- 
ers they looked at 

Naturally, one hopes that 
the advisers who come badly 
out of this exercise arc suit- 
ably chastised by the 
exposure. ' 

Bad publicity can be a pow- 
erful deterrent. It is actually 


Investment drive: UK the Leyland DAF van mater, is Dunedin Enterprise's largest holding 

Your retirement could 
last 30 years. 

Will your savings make 
it to extra time? 




The experts say that more and more 
of us are living to a greater age. Yet 
on average, we're having fewer 
children than ever before. 

You can imagine the 
financial strain that this 


So what's your best tactic? Talk to 
an independent financial adviser. 
He or she will give you expert advice 
on all your future financial 
plans. And because that 



JONATHAN DAVIS 

INVESTMENTS 


quite easy to take issue with 
the conclusions of the survey. 
The findings are based on a 
very limited sample, and the 
Consumers Association is 
nothing if not the ultimate do- 
gooding body, with all the 
strengths and weaknesses 
which that implies. 

The notion that it can dic- 
tate what financial advice any- 
one should be given is in the 
finest tradition of nannying - 
well-intentioned but bossy. 
The implict assumption in 
the two cases it presented is 
that most people are, or 
should be, risk-averse at all 
times. 


Not for nothing, one sus- 
pects, was the second 
guinea-pig it chose to test a 
26-year-old trainee accoun- 
tant, though one hopes he 
would have known better. 

Such aversion to risk is 
certainly not the kind of atti- 
tude which is going to make 
the British economy great 
again. In the movies, at least, 
any young man with real fire 
in his belly would not be sav- 
ing for his wedding, but living 
life to the full and taking 
risks while he stOl could. He 
would, almost certainly, not 
be a trainee accountant in the 
first place. 

One’s .mid-twenties, if only 
one knew it at the time, are 
actually a very good time to be 
investing in the stock market. 
You only need to find one or 
two successful companies, 
such as a Glaxo, Sainsburys or 
Rentokil, to set yourself up 
for a prosperous later life, 
while the risks of doing some- 
thing that' permanently dam- 
ages your wealth at that stage 
are still small. 

But there is no point in 
being over-censorious about 
this kind of survey. Such 


exercises are well-intentioned 
and have the potential to do 
an awful lot of good. 

The consumer badly lacks 
-a champion to stand up for 
him against the vested inter' 
ests in the financial services 
industry. The banks, building 
societies and insurance com- 
panies, like all former cartels, 
need a powerful consumer 
lobby to keep them on their 
toes. 

Nor can anyone doubt that 
the problem of commission- 
driven sales of fina ncial prod- 
ucts is a real one. The sorry 
saga of the axis-sold personal 
pensions is graphic evidence 

of that. 

Many people, it is dear, are 
still too innocent or too igno- 
rant to be able to resist the 
blandishments of a well- 
trained and highly motivated 
insurance salesman. 

Unfortunately. those who 
say that the answer lies in 
more regulation are only par- 
tially right. 

The only way to avoid 
inadequate financial advice 
for certain is for individuals 
to aim themselves with the 
necessary information to pro- 


tect themselves against com- 
min ing financial folly.: 

As I mentioned a few 
weeks ago, the solution really 
goes all the way back to the 
education system. In the last 
years of the twentieth century, 
it is still depressing that thou- 
sands leave their schools or 
universities without any dear 
sense of how to manage their 
own financial affairs. 

Even supposedly well-edu- 
cated people can be curiously 
myopic when it comes to 
money matters. While many 
rely on friends for advice, the 
trouble is that there is no 
guarantee that this produces 
any better results than listen- 
ing to some unknown adviser. 
Relying on your bank man- 
ager for wholly disinterested 
financial advice is also hot 
without risk. . : . - 
All die banks these days are 
in the business of trying to sell 
extra financial services to 
their customers, which creates 
its own potential conflicts of 
interest 

In any case, as Professor 
Jim Gower, who wrote the 
reports which the Govern- 
ment used to frame -the cur- 


rent Financial Services Act, 
points out, die other problem 
with financial advice in this 
country is not that it is often 
bad. 

It is that as a nation, we are 
so reluctant to seek it- When 
we do, wc prefer to tty and get 
it on the cheap rather than 
pay a reasonable fee for it. 
One reason why independent 
financial advisers and others 
end up being so dependent on 
commission is that they can- 
not always make a decent liv- 
ing without it 

As is so many things, the 
only sure way to get good 
fina ncial advice is to pay for 
it Over a lifetime, the cost 
win more than be recouped by 
the savings and returns that it 
generates. • • - 

But best of all is to put the 
time and effort into fending 
the answers yourself. The • 
Consumers Association itself 
publishes several useful books 
on mortgages, pensions and 
the like. 

Riveting reads they are not, 
but a couple of hours plough- 
ing through them Is certainly 
a worthwhile investment - 
even for accountants. 



Unquoted companies can be a nightmare 
for investors. But in the hands of a 
cautious Scot one trust is doing nicely 

By Alison Eadie 


D unedin Enterprise, a £5lm venture 
and development capital investment 
trust, has had a good run in the past 
18 months. Its shares and .net asset 
value have grown strongly, winning it 
awards this year from Micropal and 
What Investment? 

It was not always so. Brian Finlayson, who 
manages the trust, says its performance after 
coming to the stock market in 1987 was poor. 
Investing in start-up and high-technology 
businesses had not worked. 

In the early 1990s the focus of investment 
was switched to later-stage financing of man- 
agement buyouts, buy-ins and development 
capital for growing private companies. That 
switch is now paying off. 

Investments made two and three years ago 
are taking advantage of a buoyant stock mar- 
ket and a renewed corporate appetite for 
acquisitions, and are floating or being sold to 
bigger companies. The trust has benefited 
through rising asset values and a growing cash 
pile to put into new investments. 

Buying and selling unquoted companies is 
a very different game to stock-picking in the 
quoted market. Information about companies 
and access to their shares is restricted. 
Accountants are often in the driving seat and 
invite venture capital fund managers to make 
competitive tenders, often on the basis of just 
one meeting, Mr Finlayson says: 

Despite the somewhat haphazard system 
compared with the efficiencies of the quoted 
market - Mr Finlayson admits he never 
knows where the next deal will come from - 
deals do arrive and some prove to be out-and- 
out winners. 

Dunedin Enterprise’s largest holding is 
LDV, formerly Leyland DAF Vans, which was 
bought out from the receiver in February 
1993. It made pre-tax profits of £19.4m last 
year and paid the trust a net dividend of 
£295,000. 

Although income is welcome, capital 


growth is the objective. That will come in frill 
when LDV floats on the stock market, possi- 
bly next year. The impact on asset values 
could be considerable. At present the trust 
values its 6.5 per cent holding in a much more 
conservative fashion than 3i, .another big 
investor in LDV. 

The concentrated nature of the trust’s 
portfolio - the top 10 holdings accounted for 
74 per cent of total value at the end of April 
- underlines the need for care when making 
investments. Mr Finlayson is a cautious Scol 
“I have a philosophy that says we don’t lose 
money.” ' 

Given that investing in small, private com- 
panies is much higher-risk than buying big com- 
pany shares, such an aim is not necessarily easy 
to achieve. Mr Finlayson. who likes to see every 
company the trust backs, is quick to remind his 
team that they are investing his money. 

He has £100,000 in Dunedin Enterprise, his 
second-largest investment after his house. He 
also monitors investments closely and sits on 
the boards of three of the trust’s biggest 
holdings. 

Most investments perform satisfactorily 
and a few perform spectacularly, he says. A 
few take a long time to come right Of the 
43 holdings, 10 are “still alive” but have no 
value attributed to them. They are just tick- 
ing over or making some money, but have no 
realisation prospects in sight “Patience can 
be rewarded,” Mr Finlayson says, but adds 
that it is more important to concentrate on 
the fast-growing companies of value. 

“We invest in management and make 
money out of basic businesses,” be says. The 
trust has a bias towards manufacturing and 
towards Scotland. Its bigger holdings include 
Motherwell Bridge, the Scottish engineering 
company, Coal Products, a smokeless fuel 
buy-out from British Coal, Macdonald 
Hotels, Scottish Highland Hotels, and Havel 
& General Holdings, which underwrites 
bonds for the travel industry. 




Its method is to buy on a low price-earn- 
ings ratio and sell some three to five years 
later on a high price-earnings ratio, explains 
-Mr Finlayson. In the past four years the trust 
has not paid more than 10 times the previous 
year’s earnings for a company. 

It values its bigger holdings at around 10 
tunes historic profits and its smaller holdings 
at four to nine times historic profits. The FT 
All-share index is presently on a historic p/e 
of 16, giving plenty of scope for a huge uplift 
in value when investments come to market 

The trust then sells out, although not 
always immediately. When Doinnick Hunter, 
the filter manufacturer, floated in March last 
year, Dunedin Enterprise topped up its hold- 
ing as another investor wanted to unload. It 
is gradually selling into strength, having seen 
Hunter’s shares rise from 2Q0p on listing to 
325p this week. 

A spate of realisations means the trust is 
sitting on £13m cash, the most it has ever had. 
Mr Finlayson is unperturbed. “There is no 
point in rushing into deals and no point in 
going into quoted stocks. We’ll stick to our 
knitting,” he insists. 

The “knitting” means only investing in 
businesses Mr Finlayson can understand. In 
the main these are cash-flow, high-margin 
businesses. There have been no high-tech 
investments for the past five years and start- 
ups are only countenanced if the management 
is well proven. 

The average size of each investment is 
between £750,000 and £2 .5m and the trust 
aims for an annualised return of 25 per cent 
to 35 per cent Although this sounds des- 
perately ambitious, with inflation running at 
3.2 per cent, Mr Finlayson says the trust has 
been hitting its target in the last two to three 
years. 

In the long run unquoted equity should 
outperform quoted to justify the extra risk. 
Dunedin Enterprise has comfortably outper- 
formed the FT-SE A investment trust index 
over five years, yet as Mr Finlayson points out 
the shares of many venture capital investment . 
trusts including Dunedin Enterprise languish 
well below their net asset values. 

The Jagged effect of asset values, which are 
updated twice a year and based on historic 
profits of investee companies, means there 
should be more good news to come even if the 
pace of asset growth is slowing. 

Mr Finlayson certainly believes there is 
plenty of value in unquoted equity still to be 
unlocked. 
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Looking for an investment opportunity 
witt« a track record you can trust? 
Choose an Investment: Trusts Share 


Plan from Dunedin Fund Managers 
and youll enjoy stodunarket returns 
without paying charges. Regular saving 
starts from Just £30 a month or choose to., 
invest with lump sums from £250. 

Ifeu can select from Dunedin's six Investment 
Trusts - and remember, on average, investment 
trusts have outperformed building society 
deposits, the FT-SE-AAIl Share Index' and the 
Retail Prices index over the last 1 0 years.'’ 
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Mortgage arrears: a user's guide 

Paying off a mortgage debt? Clifford German and James Hipwell give some practical advice 







Halifax has been quick to reject claims that mortage lenders overcharge borrowers by calculating amounts due without taking monthly repayments into account 


B orrowers who fall 
into arrears on their 
mortgages but then 
find themselves in a 
position to resume 
payments may now 
have the right to insist then- 
arrears are consolidated 
and rescheduled over the 
whole of the remaining 
length of the mortgage, fol- 
lowing a ruling in the Court 
of Appeal this week. 

The Court over-ruled an 
earlier county court judge- 
ment and decided that it 
w as unreasonable to expect 
Mrs Christina Morgan to 
clear arrears of £20.000 on ' 
a £225.{X)0 mortgage from 
Guardian Building Society, 
now part of Cheltenham & 
Gloucester, within four 
years, rather than over the 
remaining 13-year life of the ■ 
original mortgage. 

Lenders may well accept 
the judgement, although m 
different circumstances 
they might have been 
tempted to apply for earlier 
repossession orders while 
the borrowers were not in a 
position to claim they could 
resume servicing their loan. 

The ruling is not Likely to 
affect the majority of cases 
where borrowers fall behind 
on their payments because 
of long-term illness, unem- 
ployment or family drcum- 
slances such as the depar- 
ture of a breadwinner which 
leaves the remaining occu- 
pants with not enough 
income to service the loan 
as well as meet other com- 
mitments. In some cases 


arrears begin to build up 
because the borrowers 
realise they are trapped in 
a property with negative 
equity, and lose heart in the 
fight to keepiL 

In tbe vast majority of 
such cases lenders will now 
try and get borrowers round 
a table to discuss the situa- 
tion. If the case is hopeless 
lenders will seek a repos- 
session order which the bor- 
rowers will not oppose. If 
there is a chance that the 
situation can be redeemed 
most lenders will nowadays 
try to seek an arrangement 
Lenders will probably still 
seek a repossession order 
but it will be suspended if 
there is a possibility of a 
negotiated settlement. 

The case of Mrs Norgan 
and her farmhouse appears 
to bave passed the point of 
a negotiated settlement 
some years ago. But atti- 
tudes to arrears already 
appear to have softened. 
When cases have gone to 
court most judges have 
decided that arrears would 
have to be cleared within a 
reasonable period, usually 
over three to five years. 

However Cheltenham & 
Gloucester, which took over 
Guardian in 1990, says indi- 
vidual circumstances alter 
cases, but if borrowers can 
resume payments on the 
original mortgage and make 
a small reduction in the 
arrears over a period of 
perhaps six months, they do 
now consider consolidating 
the remaining arrears into 


the debt and rearranging 
payments over the life of 
the mortgage, provided that 
the borrowers’ circum- 
stances allow them to ser- 
vice the new loan without 
hardship and provided also 
that the new loan does not 
exceed the value of the 
property. 

A spokesman for Halifax 
Building Society, the largest 
mortgage lender, said it is 
already the society’s policy 
to negotiate the payment of . 
arrears over the whole life 
of the loan. But there is no 
question of debt forgiveness 
or soft terms and borrowers 
who allow arrears to build 
up will find it increasingly 
difficult to shift the arrears 
and accumulated interest. 
Their circumstances will 
usually have had to improve 
markedly to service the 
increased burden. 

A borrower with arrears 
of £6,000 on a £50,000 
mortgage at the society’s 
current mortgage rate 
would have to pay an extra 
£45.41 a month on top of 
the normal payment of 
£352.68 a month on a repay- 
ment mortgage over 25 
years. On an endowment 
policy it would require an 
extra £38.71 a mouth on top 
of the normal interest pay- 
ment of £293.48 a month 
over the next 25 years. 

There is 'no precedent 
for lengthening the life of 
the mortgage, although this 
was quite commonplace 
with repayment mortgages 
in the Seventies when many 


borrowers were unable to 
cope with mortgage rates 
which surged at times to 15 
per cent. 

E ing societies were 
i under attack last 
k because of their 
long-standing practice of 
re-calculating the out- 
standing balance on a 
repayment mortgage only 
once a year and charging 
interest on that amount for 
12 months without taking 
intervening monthly repay- 
ments into account. 

Endowment mongages 
are not affected because 
the loan outstanding 
remains unchanged until it 
is redeemed by the matur- 
ing endowment policy. But 
researchers MortgagecheK 
claimed that over 25 years 
it would create an over- 
payment of £2,306 on a 
£60,000 raongage. Even 
over the average seven year 
life of a mortgage it would 
add £353 to the correct 
repayment. As many as six 
million borrowers with 
repayment mortgages could 
be affected, it claims. 

“On examining the 
returns from actual bor- 
rowers we were amazed to 
find that interest is calcu- 
lated on an annual basis and 
divided into 12 monthly 
repayments. Tltis takes no 
account of the reduction in 
capital on a month-to- 
montb basis, even though 
some of the lenders claim 
they apply interest on a 
daily basis,” said Pat Wall, 


chief executive at Mort- 
gagecheK last week. 

“Lenders such as Direct 
Line. Lloyds Bank and Mid- 
land Bank all charge fairly, 
by applying their interest 
charges on a reducing bal- 
ance. There is no reason 
why the others should not 
be doing tbe same. 

“Borrowers should pre- 
pare claims for historic 
overcharging and submit 
them to their lenders, who. 
we believe, should not hide 
behind the unfair terms and 
conditions of their con- 
tracts, but take a moral 
stance and refund claims.” 

The revelations come at 
a time when endowment 
mortgages have been criti- 
cised for poor performance 
which could result in them 
not building up enough cap- 
ital to repay the mortgage in 
full when the policy 
matures. Many advisers 
now recommend repay- 
ment mortgages because 
they appear to contain no 
hidden catches. 

But Halifax has been 
quick to accuse Mortgage- 
cheK, whose research was 
commissioned by a Sunday 
newspaper, of needlessly 
alarming borrowers. “When 
asked to reconcile Mort- 
gagecheK's figures we 
found the Halifax’s figures 
to be entirely correct. The 
mistakes were Mort- 
gagechek's.” a spokesman 
said. 

“The way wc calculate 
monthly repayments is 
based on a system called 


annual rests, used by virtu- 
ally every lender in the 
industry and by far the 
fairest method of calculat- 
ing repayments. Our meth- 
ods are straightforward and 
perfectly clear in the mort- 
gage conditions sent to 
every bon-ower. The impact 
is also measured by the 
annual percentage rate 
(APR) quoted on loans.” 

If borrowers want to 
reduce interest charges, 
Halifax claims, they are free 
to make one-off lump sum 
repayments, which are 
deducted at the end of the 
month made and the 
monthly interest due is then 
recalculated. 

Most societies require a 
minimum extra payment of 
£500 before they will recal- 
culate the interest immedi- 
ately, but Halifax will accept 
£250 and N&P as little as 
£100. Smaller sums will not 
be credited until the 
lender's vear-end, which 
can vary. It always pays to 
check when your lender 
does its calculations. If you 
miss the annual review by 
a few days your money 
could be left lying fallow for 
up to another year. 

The best advice is to pay- 
small sums into an interest- 
bearing account until they 
grow to the point where 
they can be paid in (always 
dose to the end of the 
month) and have an imme- 
diate impact on the bal- 
ance outstanding. The same 
applies to voluntary over- 
payments. 
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Car screenings 

Would you buy a used car from this kiosk? 
Clifford German on an alternative to salesmen 


W ould you buy a used car 
from a television screen 
equipped with a touch- 
pad housed in a nine-foot 
high blue kiosk? That is the 
question to which sponsors 
Camden Motors, Churchill 
Insurance, Olivetti and motor 
manufacturers Rover and Nis- 
san are seeking an answer 
when they launch trials next 
week at eight sites in Not- 
tingham and Slough. 

At a touch on the screen 
the Auto-Select kiosk will 
start to provide information 
on new and used car prices 
throughout the UK. an esti- 
mated part-exchange value 
for existing vehicles, the avail- 
ability and cost of finance. 

It will also provide a 
printed insurance estimate 
and arrange a test drive. The 
voice of actor James Bolam 
provides step by step instruc- 
tions on how to access the sec- 
tions by touching selected 
boxes on the screen display, 
and the whole procedure 
takes three or four minutes. 

Auto-Select is the brain- 
child of John Bacon, an exec- 
utive director of Camden 
Motors, which is owned by 
Barclays Bank. He believes 
that most people are con- 
fused by the sheer choice of 
makes and models available 
in the UK, intimidated by car 
salesmen and reluctant to 
expose their ignorance. 

“Add to this the options 
on extras, differing part- 
exchange values and a vast 
array of finance packages, 
and there is little doubt why 
customers are confused, he 
claims. 

As a result many people 
have to make up their minds 
before they enter the show- 



Yod can even arrange a test 
drive at a touch on the screen 


room and do not have access 
to all the facts and options 
available, or the opportunity 
to “browse” before buying. 

The insurance quote takes 
customers through half a 
dozen sequences starting off 
with a question as to the 
approximate age of the car 
required, which brings up 
information on 24 makes and 
250 models covering an esti- 
mated 95 per cent of all vehi- 
cles which were available at 
the lime. 

After selecting a particular 
model the customer is asked 
for information on his or her 
age. address and postcode, 
and the value of the car. 

A quick calculation gener- 
ates a printed quote, which is 
not final, but gives a rough 
guide to the likely cost of 
insurance cover. If the answer 
is not satisfactory it is the 
work of a moment to thumb 
back through the question- 
naire and select a different 
option until a realistic quote 
is obtained on a car which 
suits the customer's tastes 
and pocket. 
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I DO I WANT TO OWN AN 

! OSTRICH? 

_ For private individuals and carponue buyers the Ostrich 
I Farming Corporation looks after the birds for you. offering 
| the purchaser- 

■ S1.6flc minimum return annually. 

3 Income payments throughout each year. 

I 25 year commercial breeding We. 

| An asset that continues to appreciate with breerfing maturity. 

Capital Gains Tax benefit opportunities. 

| Outright purchase with single payment, 

a An asset that is wholly owned by you. 

“ Easy payment plan for Breeder Chicks. 

I Throughout the UK and Europe, our farms and facilities are 
the lar^st and the most technically advanced. 

1 A product that grows financially and naturally. 

1 Ostrich produce has been described as 

m “drr meat of the next millennium” 

® The markets for Ostrich produce and breeding 

1 birds are detailed in the free video and brochure 
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Getting 
warmer: 
having 
your loft - 
insulated 
could save 
£70 a year 


How to reduce pr healing bills 

And create a cleaner atmosphere into the bargain. By Mary Wilson 


T he cold soap is a 
timely reminder of 
the importance of 
efficient heating and 
insulation to save on 
heating bills. Since 
July this year all new homes 
have to be energy rated. 
The National Energy Foun- 
dation launched the 
National Homes Energy 
Rating system (NHER) 
four years ago and this can 
give an owner or new pur- 
chaser some idea of what 
their fuel bills should be. 

For an older home, you 
will also be able to find from 
their charts how much you 
could save in fuel bills if you 
improved your rating by 
one or two points. Anyone 
can have their home rated 
and NHER assessors 
charge from £50 to £130, 
depending on the size of the 
house and how far they 
have to travel. 

This further emphasis on 
energy efficiency in.our new 
housing stock is intended 
not only to reduce heating 
bills, but also an attempt to 
cut down the amount of car- 
bon dioxide released in the 
atmosphere. 

In 1992 the UK signed a 
United Nations convention 
on climate change commit- 
ting developed countries to 


reduce emissions to 1990 
levels (600 million tonnes a 
year) by the year 2000. 

Although this has now 
been achieved because coal 
fired gas stations have been 
replaced by gas fired sta- 
tions, the amount of carbon 
dioxide emitted from 
homes accounts for around 
a third of the total, so there 
is room for even more 
improvement. 

The energy used by the 
average home creates 7.5 
tonnes of carbon dioxide a 
year and by taking some 
very simple steps home- 
owners can reduce this out- 
put by one-fifth to a half. 

The national effect of an 
average grading improve- 
ment of just one out of 10 
would cut total carbon diox- 
ide emissions by 24 million 
tonnes a year. 

The New Homes Mar- 
keting Board has just issued 
figures based on six prop- 
erties, three new and three 
old, in separate locations 
around the UK, and these 
show very dearly that the 
age of a house has an 
important influence on car- 
bon dioxide emissions. 

A modern home pro- 
duces about half the 
amount of carbon dioxide 
to a similarly sized old 


house and is very much 
cheaper to run. 

In Huddersfield, a new 
four-bedroomed detached 
house had an NHER rating 
of 9.2 out of 10. The own- 
ers' first quarterly gas bill 
was 25 per cent less than the 
same period a year earlier 
when they lived in a smaller 
1 930s three bedroom semi, 
which had an energy rating 
of 5.5. The new house pro- 
duces 5.4 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide a year compared 
with 8.7 tonnes produced by 
the older house. 

A four-bedroom house 
near Nottingham was rated 
at costing £650 a year to 

heat A similar 1930s house 
costs £1,450 a year to beat 
and was ratled 3.4. The car- 
bon dioxide emissions were 
6.9 tonnes for the new house 
compared with 17.7 tonnes 
for the older home. 

The third comparison 
was a four-bedroom semi- 
detached house in Surrey, 
rated 9. This costs £630 in 
heating bills. A similarly 
sized Edwardian house cost 
£1,500 to heat and was 
rated at 4. It produced 17.9 
tonnes of carbon dioxide 
compared with 5.8 tonnes in 
the new house. 

Dr Eva Chapman, co- 
director of National Energy 


Services, says that next year 
they are hoping to target 
the public to encourage 
them to have their homes 
rated so they can see how 
improvements can be made. 
“New houses have to be 
built to a better standard 
now,” she says, "but owners 
of older properties can save 
on their fuel bills too, as 
well as reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions*. 

Lagging your hot water 
tank saves £10-£15 a year, 
using energy-saving light 
bulbs could save you up to 
£50 during the bulb's life 
and by turning down your 
thermostat by 1 per cent can 
cut up to 10 per cent off 
your fuel bills. 

Fitting thermostatic radi- 
ator valves saves between 
£10 to £20 a year and 
draught-proofing windows 
and doors saves £ 10 -£ 20 . 
For more effective and 
more expensive methods of 
saving energy you could 
have your loft insulated, 
saving up to £70 per year, 
put in plastic secondary 
glazing, which cuts your 
bills by up to £25, and if you 
fitted an energy-efficient 
gas condensing boiler you 
could save up to £130. 

Heat exhange systems, 
which extract hot stale air 


from kitchens and bath- 
rooms and convert it into 
cool clean air are also very 
effective and also good for 
your health, especially for 
asthmatics. 

If you live in a house with 
a rating between 3 and 5, 
which is the average energy 
rating for an old house in 
the UK, by improving the 
insulation, putting in double 
glazing and installing a 
more efficient heating sys- 
tem you could improve the 
rating to 6. The improve- 
ments would cost about 
£10,000 but would bring 
your bills down by around 
£1 000 a year. 

Other sources of infor- 
mation on saving energy can 
be obtained from the net- 
work of local Energy Advice 
Centres, which were set up 
in 1993 by the Environment 
Secretary, John Gummer. 
There are currently 32 cen- 
tres around the country, 
managed by the National 
Energy Foundation. . 

The Foundation says that 
last year as a result of over 
57,000 clients asking for 
advice, energy saving mea- 
sures were installed saving 
£2m off fuel bills and pre- 
venting over 20,000 tonnes 
of caibon dioxide from 
entering the atmosphere. 


Their information pack 
suggests that "an average 
household should be able to 
cut at least £100 a year off 
their fuel bills. 

The pad: includes a list 
of the most effective mea- 
sures and the expected time 
taken for them to pay for 
themselves as a result of 
reduced energy bills. 

Its tips include turning 
your heating down by one 
degree Celsius, keeping the 
lid on saucepans when 
cooking, using your heating 
for one hour less a day, 
insulating hot water pipes 
and, as an alternative to 
double glazing, taping poly- 
thene or cling-film across 
the window frames. 

These may not be very 
radical steps, but every lit- 
tle helps. 

National Home Energy 
Rating Scheme, 

National Energy 
Services, Rockingham 
Drive, Lirrfonj Wood, ' 
Milton Keynes, MK14 . 
6EG, 01908 672787. 
Contact your local 
Energy Advice Centre 
by telephoning 0800 
512012. 

New Homes Marketing 
Board, 0171 580 
. 5588 


Take an Irish punt 

With low inflation, growth prospects and 
independence from UK markets it could be the 
European Tip economy. By Clifford German 


T he Irish stock exchange 
finall y declares indepen- 
dence .from the London 
stock exchange next week, 
establishing the Irish maiket as 
a separate investment oppor- 
tunity. Independence could 
work wonders for the rating of 
Irish stocks, according to Ger- 
vais W illiams, who manages 
the Irish smaller companies 
investment trust launched six 
months ago by NatWest 
Investment Management 
Shares in the trust were 
placed with institutions at 98p 
' and only . a handful have 
seeped down to ordinary 
investors, which is just as well 
because the shares have 
drifted down ‘to 93p and the 
fund now stands at a 10 per 
cent discount to net asset 
value. But a savings plan 
channelling anything from 
£30 a month into the trust is 
planned next month, which 
could arouse some interest 
from investors looking for a 
punt on the prospect of Ire- 
land emerging as an Euro- 
pean Tiger economy. 

Irish share prices have 
moved closely in line with 
London stocks for the past 
decade, although the Irish 
economy has consistently out- 
performed the UK sauce 1988, 
with only a mild slowdown in 
the recession, and company 
profits have outgrown UK 
stocks. 

As a result they now look 
cheap relative to the UK. The 
average price of the top 10 
Irish stocks has fallen to just 
10 times annual earnings 
compared with 14 times for 
the top 100 shares in the UK 
The 67 small Irish companies 
are averaging 10.4 times this 
year’s e arnings compared with 
13.1 times for the FT Small 
Companies index. 

Irish stocks have been 
neglected because overseas 
funds have not channelled 
.funds into specifically Irish 
stocks, but following the abo- 
lition of controls on-outward 
investment in 1989 Irish insti- 
tutions neglected their own 
stocks as they built up their 
holdings in overseas assets. 
That outflow has now sta- 
bilised and a bigger propor- 
tion of Irish investment is 
being invested at home. 

Away from the London 
stock market the Irish stock 
market might now attract a 
separate allocation of external 
investment fluids. Its market 


capitalisation is tiny but even 
a modest allocation of capital 
from overseas institutions 
would work wonders for the 
ratings of Irish stocks. 

Ireland’s growth prospects 
look good, with the economy 

expected to grow by 7 percent 

this year and 5.5 per cent in 
1996, while inflation remains 
below 3 per cent For the 
next five years Ireland is 
assured of favoured category 
one EU status for investment 
incentives and the 10 per cent 
corporate tax rate for Irish 
exporters will last well into the 
next century, nvestmeot cap- 
ital is attracted by a cheap, 
well-educated labour force. 
The only major weakness, 
with the UK as Ireland’s 
largest single market, is the 
relative strength of the cur- 
rency against sterling. The 
food manufacturing sector is 
already mature, but the small 
company sector is set to ben- 
efit from a surge in consumer 
. spending by Ireland’s young 
and increasingly well-off pop- 
ulation. NatWest likes the 
look of smaller companies in 
manufacturing, leisure, insur- 
ance and construction. . 

The trust’s five largest hold- 
ings are the department store 
group Amotts, Jurys Hotels, 
the leading insurance com- 
pany Hibernian, ferry opera- 
tors Irish Continental and a 
finance house, Woodch ester 
Investments, where major 
stakeholder Credit Lyonnais 
could sell out and trigger a 
bid. It also bolds 15 per cent 
stakes in Petroceltic which 
draws royalties from gas 
deposits under the Celtic Sea, 
and Irish Financial Group, a 
mortgage provider. 

Perhaps 10 to 15 per cent of 
the NatWest fund is invested 
in Northern Irish stocks. 
Northern Ireland has a bigger 
manufacturing base and 
should also benefit from a 
surge in inward investment 
and Peace Grants, although 
-the eight quoted Northern 
Irish shares have not yet been 
re-rated since the ceasefire, 
and might not suffer too 
severely from a breakdown, 
according to Gervaise 
Williams. 

The £21m raised by the 
fund when it was launched is 
now fully invested in 32 dif- 
ferent stocks, but the man- 
agers intend to gear up by 
borrowing to expand the fund 
by 25 per cent 


TRANSFER NOW TO OUR 
NEW ESCALATING TESSA 



Open our new TESSA and 
well guarantee you a tax-free, 
risk-free investment with in terest 




rates rising every year, starting 
at 6.00% in year I, 625% year 2, 

6JS0% year 3. 7.00% year 4 and well pay 7.00% pa until the 

rising to 8.00% by year 5. C- mamrlc y date and automatically 

Transfer anything from £3,000 \{* ' V > open your new TESSA 

to £9,000 straight away If you'd like to 

and well guarantee If T 17 lV/T T enjoy an escalating race 

you a fixed amount at up to 8%, can now for 


year term. On £9.000 you'll 
receive £12.474. 

tf you already have a TESSA 
which matures between 1/1/96 
and 31/5/96, transfer now and 



This offer does not affect the rates guaranteed to any previous appfaang for our fixed rate TESSAs. Interest rate 
*ufa|ecc to continued aMdbMfity of lima and may be withdrawn u any time. Once we have accepted your application, 
however, the a dver tise d raw applies for the whole term of your account. Under current Inland Revenue regulations, 
interest received from a TESSA Is not subject to tax. No w i th dr awals of capital are allowed within the five year term 
of the account. Robert Fleming & Co. Urrrited. (Registered Office 25 Capd nfl A venue. London EC2R 7DR) accepts 
deposits as principal. Save S Prosper Croup Limited an as fax agent. X the TESSA it closed or transferred before Us 
maturity due tittre may be a charge to reflect any funding coca incurred by Flemings as specified In the account rules. 


Find out why 
pension plans are 
not all the same. 


Perhaps you think that all pension plans are die same. If 
you do, then you would be making a big mistake. Here are 
some of the reasons why you should consider an Equitable 
Pension Plan. 

The Equitable Life: 

• Pays no commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business. 

• Has no shareholders. 

Our Pension Plan: 

• Lets yon retire earlier or later than planned - 
without penalty. 

• Lets you vary your contributions — without 
penalty. 

• Provides full return of fund in the emit of death 
before retirement. 

So, if you would like to find out more about bow 1 The 
Equitable Pension Plan is not the same as- most others, call 
us direct on Aylesbury (01296) 26226 or send off the 
coupon below for more information by post and by 
telephone. 

Iidbonatfot^cdvice wiD oalj be given on Egmuble group product* 

■ Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 

THE I IFF. FKBK.I5T. If ALTON STCET. AiLESKW. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HPZI 7BR 


I To; Dm Equitable Lift. FREEPOST. Walton Sqrctt AYLESBURY. Bock* HP21 7BR 
I would *tknmc dcn3s on The Equiublcc pennon pbw. I imidf unplaced Q 
[ am id en^Jopee doi in a company prowa scheme □ TNRA5H 

! NAME iMr Mb Mini : 


Tel I Office) , 


i Due of BWt. 


I. Mini , a noted patera 


pine art ta ba Q 


The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


Noyv you can turn the living room into the dealing room. 
With just one phone call, you can deal, move money around, 
receive a balance or any other information. Seven days a 
week. This new service is called MarketMaste^ which, in a 
nutshell, is a muki-purpose dealing and portfolio administration 
service for shares, unit and investment trusts, gOts and cash. 
Furthermore, for added peace of mind, all your investments 
are covered au t oma tically for up to £5 milEon. MarketMaster 
is simple in open, easy to use and dealing charges start fitsn as 
little as £10. You won’t need to Hft a finger, just a telephone. 















Best borrowing rates 



Findrates 

IfiicWeylRDgbf 08007744S9 
Chelsea BS 0124227 1441 




0-50 to 1/1/97 70 

4.74 to mm 80 


MsosfiaWBS 0IS2364S9ZI 6.99to31/3/DQ . 95 


^0 Free3 yis unemp i» 1st 5 jrrs: inCHv deteniwiail 
£195 Free redundancy ins 1st 5 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 
to 31/12/96 

£150 £250 for costs & 163173/00: 90 days interest 


Variable rates 

Northern Hock BS 080Q 591500 ' • 
Principally BS 01222344188 

Abbey National 0800555100 


L59tol/2/97 M 

4.65tD31J58 75 

6^9 to 31/1/31 75 


first time buyer* feed rates 
Bristol & WastBS 0800 100117 
Newcastle BS 01912442442 


— Refund valuation fee 1st 5 yis: 6 infos interest 

Reftnd valuation fee 1 st 4 yra: benefits reclaimed 

— Refund valuation tea To 30/1/01: mdividuafiy 

determined 


[195 to 30/1 1/96 90 

439 to 28/2/98 IDO 


£275 — 


to 3 IWMX)j 5 ndfis interest 
1st 5 yn: 4 mths Interest 


CtefeBS DU Man 7«1.1/un SO- - SDOcaanfal. TbW01:6mtl,si*»M 


First thus boyars variable rates 
Sca/taragffSS .0800 590547 
Greenwich BS 0181 858 8212 


1-54 tor iyr 95 

4.49 tor 2yis 95 


Northern Rock BS 0800591500 534 to 1/2® 95 


DirectLine 0141248991 

Mkfianrf Sank 0800 180180 

Clydesdale Bank 0800 240024 

Secured (second charge) 

Cjydesdtia Bank 0800240024 

RoyalB of Scotland Via branch 

first Direct 08M 242424 


01412489966- 1430E 
0800 180180 15j40 


16.20 

Max LIV 
8W Neg 
930 70% 
9.70 80% 


£150 cash rebate lri 4 yr&itaiv determined 
1st 5 yis: discount reclaimed 

Refimd valuation fee 1st 5 yre.- 6 mths interest 

Fixed monthly payments (£3,000 rarer 3 years) 

Wffli inssrance Without msnrancs 
£114-41 £102.59 

£11654 £103.14 

£113.94 £10353 

Advance Terra 

£3K-£15K 5 mths to 25 years 

£2_5K-E100K 3 years - refeement 

£3Ktonag ■ Up to 40 years 




MutorichBS 080Q4Q0900' Current 

Alliance AletoestarBS 0500 959595 Alliance 

Abbey National 0500200500 Current 

Telephone Card" 


Authorised Unauthorised 

%pm APR %pm APR 

0J6 9.5 2.18 29.5 

0.76 9.5 220 293 


Standard 

Robert Fteming/S&P 
Courts & Co 
Robert fTemmg/SSP 
Gold cards 
Co-operative Bank . 
Royal B of Scotland 
NatWestBank 


John Lewis 
Marks and Spencer 
Sears 


0800829024 
0171 753 1718 
0800829024 

0345212212 
01702 362890 
0800200400 
■1*^1 %*, 

>1 :-.£Js5£i22£i* 

Telephone 

Wa store 
01244 £81681 
Via store 


Current 

0.79 

9.9 2 JB 

m 

mmmmm 


Cart' 

Min 

Rate 

APR 


nconra 

pm% 

% 

MasterCaM/fea 

. 

0J8G 

12.40 

Via 

— 

03875 

13-20 

AtastaCanMIba 

— 

Ij00 

14.60 

Via 

£20000 

0.5625M. 

11.42 

Via 

£20,000 

1J)5 

14.50 

Visa 

E20JXM 

U* 

15.90 


&SM 

Payment by fired debit 


Reyment by After atflffwds 

%pm 

APR 

% pm 

APR 

— 

— . 

1.39 

IS.00 

L90A 

2530 

2.00A 

26 JO 

■ 1S4 

2550 

120 

29J 


APR Anntabsedpenadaeeatp. LJVLflwfojafce . 

A 1.58% C6(r&APffl tor otsbal qki £IK , C Ofenfctf CbtffeAQifW* 

E AtfattobfetoamprelieBsrminatorinsBaacspolkyfuktosagBdtHB&rexs. 

H Atvmsi fee owed atoor Sot iemdl&+ charged to card items pra/ous joac 
Ad rates Subject 6] Cfamgj wSboataetke. UOtSJFKJS 01682 SXMH7 


0 Ho interest free partod. 

G &mal rate S% abate RFIetnmg base rate 
II Bpnaalent to base rata. 
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Best savings rates 


Telephnne 

number 


Potman BS 01202 292444 

SfdptonBS 01756 700511 

Co-operative Bank 0345 252000 

Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 


Britannia BS 01538392808 

BSW Asset 0800 303330 

Northern Rod BS 0500505000 

B&W Asset 0800 3Q333Q 


Nottingham BS 
Scarborough BS 
Northern feck BS 
Haifa BS 


0115948 1444 
D800 590578 
0500 505000 

Local branch 


Co-operative Bank 0345 252000 

Plortman BS 01202292444 

Leopold Joseph & Sons 017158S2323 
Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 

TSB Via Branch 

Barclays Bank 0800 400100 

B'ham MidshirasBS 0645 720721 

B’ftam Mklshires BS 0645 720721 


Sun Banking Gorp 01438 744505 

Allied Trust Bank 0171 626 0879 

Chetomham 6 Gloues fflJOO 72 7505 

Melton Mowbray BS 01664 63937 




AIG Life 0181 680 7172 

AIGUto 0181 680 7172 

Finance Assurance 0181 490 9157 

Premium Life 01444458721 

Pinnacle Insurance 0181 207 9007 


Instant Access 
3 High Sheet 
Pathfinder 
Go Direct 


Capitol Trust 
Instant Access 

Go Direct 
Instant Access 


Postmark 
Scarborough 50 
Postal 90 
Special Reserve 


Pathfinder 
Monthly Interest 
40 Day Notice 
Postal 90 


Term Deposit 
Investment Bond 
Quantum Fixed 
Mitennium Bond 




Newcastle Bank, fibr 00 350 76168 Nova Access 

Newcastle Bank, Gibr 00 350 76168 Nova 90 O'shore 

Affiance 5 teres IOM 01624663566 tovestment Bond 

B'ham Midshires, Guem 01481 700680 Fixed Account 


Investment Account 


Income Bond 


First Option Bond 

Pensioner's Gteed Income Bond 
NS Certificates (tax-free) 

42nd issue 
8th Index tnted 

Childrens Bond Issue G (tax-free) 


P post only F bed rale 
N net rale 

fit rates as shown gross and are subject hi change witetirt notice 


Notice 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

or term 


% 

interval 

Instant 

£100 

5.00 

Year 

Instant 

£2,000 

5.60 

Year 

Instant 

£5.000 

5.90 

Month 

Instant 

£20.000 

6.10 

Year 

Postal 

£2,000 

5.60 

Year 

Postal 

£10,000 

6.05 

Year 

Postal 

£20.000 

6.10 

fear 

Postal 

£25.000 

6.25 

Year 

7 day P 

£2,500 

5.90 

Year 

50 day 

£1.000 

6.20 

Year 

90 day P ' 

£10,000 

6.80 

Year 

1 year bond 

£20,000 

6J0 

Maturity 

Instant 

£5,000 

5.90 

Month 

I month 

£20.000 

6.30 

Month 

40 day 

£10.000 

6.6875 

Month 

90 day P 

£25.000 

6.79 

Month 

1 yr bond 

£2.000 

6.50F 

0M 

2yr bond 

£2.000 

6.75F 

0M 

Syr bond 

£5.000 

735F 

Year 

4yrbond 

E5.QOO 

7.75F 

Year 

5 year 

£8.575 

725F 

Year 

5 year 

£9,000 

7.50 

Year 

5 year 

£3.000 

7.25 

toar 

5 year 

£1 

7.10 

Year 

1 year 

£5.000 

4.55FN 

Year 

2 year 

£1.000 

4.90FN 

Year 

3 year 

£20,000 

520FN 

Year 

4 year 

£2,000 

5.60FN 

Year 

5 year 

£3,000 

6.45FN 

Year 

distant 

£5.000 

6i0 

lfear 

90 day 

£25.000 

6.85 

Year 

1 yr bond 

£10,000 

7.00 

Year 1 

31.1.99 

£5,000 

7.25F 

Year 

£20 

£20 

525 

Year 


£500 

5.75 

Year 


£25.000 

6.00 

Year 

3 month 

£2,000 

6.50 

Month . 


£25,000 

6.75 

Month 

5 year 

£100 

7.75 F 

OM | 

12 month 

£1,000 

6.40 F 

Year 


£20,000 

6.80 F 

Year 

5 year 

£500 

7.50 F 

Month 

5 year 

£100 

535 F 

OM 

5 year 

£100 

3.00.F + intin. 

0M 

5 year 

£25 

7.85 F 

0M 


FEAR OF FINANCE 

Clifford German 


WWEYFACTS 01632 500677. 
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O n the face of it it has 
been another bad week 
for the personal finance 
industry, with the Consumers’ 
Association criticising the 
quality of financial advice 
given by some independent 
financial advisers, many 
accountants and solicitors 
and most tied agents, the 
Court of Appeal opening a 
precedent for borrowers in 
arrears to insist on resched- 
uling their debts over the 
whole life of their mongage, 
and the Banking Ombuds- 
man launching a Finer attack 
on mortgage lenders for fail- 
ing to give refunds on mort- 
gage indemnity guarantee 
policies when they are no 
longer required. 

Opinion polls still suggest 
that less than half the adult 
population has a clue, or even 
a care, about personal finance 
generally. There is also a 
deep-seated reluctance on 
the part of the punters to buy 
insurance products which 
they might not need, like pri- 
vate health insurance and 
long-term health care, or 
where they feel the cover is 
likely to be expensive, and 
possibly unsuitable for their 
needs. Mortgage protection 
policies, which do not payout 
immediately, cease payment 
after as little as twelve 
months, and disqualify many 
people who are self- 
employed or working on 
short-term contracts are a 
case in point. 

Perhaps it would be better 
if the Government stopped 
equivocating over its long- 
term commitment to the 
National Health Service and 
made it dear just where it 
intends to withdraw, or to 
reduce the quality of service 
to the most rudimentary level. 

The case for the Govern- 
ment to make some forms of 
Insurance provisions, includ- 
ing minimum pearentages of 
earnings to he contributed to 
pension plans, mandatory, in 
the same way that minimum 
motor insurance is manda- 
tory. is looking stronger by 
the minute, although it may 
be somethina thev would 



prefer to leave it to a Labour 
administration to introduce. 

Individuals inevitably tend 
to postpone investments until 
they arc convinced that prices 
are rising, by which time 
prices are looking expensive 
and set to fall. This has bedev- 
illed the unit trust industry for 
years and has only been partly 
offset by Pepswiih long-term 
tax attractions. 

The attractions of so-called 
guaranteed products, which 
protect capital against loss in 
rerum for a limited partic- 
ipation in investment gains, is 
a clear indication of the long- 
ing for certainty and security, 
and is something the major- 
ity of investment-based prod- 
ucts cannot give. No amount 
of tax-sheltering can protect 
investment products against 
the twin ravages of inflation 
and market competition. 

But at least there is no 
shortage of publicity, the 
media is picking on issues in 
need of debate, the Govern- 
ment is committed to 
strengthening the regulatory 
authorities, and the codes of 
practice established over the 
last decade are gradually rais- 
ing the skiffs and standards of 
practitioners in the industry. 

In some areas it has been 
a case of one step forward 
two steps backwards. Many 
cheerful purchasers of 
endowment mortgages and 
personal pensions have been 
horrified by revelations of 
the extent to which their 
investments have been rav- 
aged by front-end commis- 
sions and charges, and have 
withdrawn from the market. 
But the long-term move to 
greater choice, clarity and 
access to information is highh 1 
desirable. 

Government however 
could help by drawing up 
long-term plans quickly so 
that older investors are not 
tempted to delay decisions. 
And financial institutions 
could play a part by offering 
flexible products which could 
be bought now in the knowl- 
edge Thai they could be 
applied to a variety of future 
needs u« thev arise. 


A ND IF TODS Win) damps shut 
at tbr mere mention of tbe word 
million, considci'thfe: If you add 
up year lifetime earnings - past and - 
future ■ you wffl see that you rfi almost 
certainty cam a fortune to roar Mrtant 
It could add up to a mfllkm pounds • or. 
mote. 

The trouble is. tore mast people yonU 
earn It - and spend it 

Of course, what you coridbe doing 
ii t a k in g (hfs fortune and tnraiag some 
of it Into another fortune - the one you 
want to end op with. 

But youH probably say you've been 
too busy to attend to IMs yourself _ or 
perhaps managing money today just 
seems too complicated — 

Then there's the myth ihat voiarwtere 
out there - if only you ctmld find hta - 
Is a friendly, honest person who Is going 
to glre you sound and Impartial adder 
on what best to do with your hard- 
earned money: 

TOT RRAUTTB somewhat 
different. The person job me 
looking hr huy not east! 

Unless you. are already, a 
mUfionaire * or close to it - 
there is virtually no such 
thing jb lop ‘ quality 

Independent financial advtrr 

today. ’ 

The shocking Can to that ••• 
most professional advisers 
are. on the whole. Just simply - 
not modi good at what they 4s. ... 

Take investing In Ibr Stoc&market 
Common research dearly shows that" 
most professional Investors and adrisen * 
- such as stockbrokers and unit trust . 
managers actually do more poorly : 
Hum the Slodnnarkel as a whole- ", 

IS FACT the widely-accepted Random 
Walk theory says that you will beat the 
pros ai picking shares by simply 
blindfolding yourself and sticking a pin 
in the share table in toot newspaper. 
Incredible, tart true. 

Look at unit incus. The vast majority 
of them underperform the Siocimartet 
In general over tune. They would h «e 
actually lost you money compared to 
buying shares at raartoari 

- 5o the question Is: 'tffhy par fat 
commissions and ‘inanageaent Tees' 
to have a so-called professional manage 
ycur money? 

The answer is ■ dan’!- 
Bui ... let's fore r. ... tw?s peep* &* 1 
today's world of personal finances too 
rcmrijwied ■ and loo baSting. la short, 
they're Muck They are surerssfai to 
many other :«wci*. But It 
to investing and money maaageiaeni 
they hare r.e teal plan All because 
time's beta no suoute * 2 ; to E?t started. 
That ft. until now - 


IF YOITDLIKE 
TO RETIRE WITH 
A MILLION - 
START TAKING 
YOUR 

OWN ADVICE. 


“At last it is possible for a norma] human 
being to learn tie ins-and-outs of money- 
management and investing without all sorts of 
pompous and confusing technical twaddle ... 
The Successful Personal Investing programme 
from IRS is like a great breath of fresh air." 

Dotxgju Moffltt, TV and Radio Financial Commentator 


independence ... and how to take the 
mfllkin or so youV probably earn in 
your Hfetee and get started oc bufldtog 
the mfiBou you want to end up with ... 
and all without depending on some 
-.‘adviser'' ... and without paying through 
“the nose lor advice that isn't truly 
independent. 

TOT SPI CaORSE staJls wttb the bases 
and (hen goes on in the 'tricks of tbe 
trade’ - (he simple, tried and true 
teduriqpes that aride you to protect aid 
then pyramid profits to build wealth 
even faster 

Flirt - you'll quickly see how to 
"uncover* up to an extra £2.000 a year 
to tonsf - monqr you pubaUy (total even 
know yon had. 

Second ■ youHbe surprised at tans 
easy tt is to learn howto evaluate 
pension schemes... gilts.. .shares... 


Personal Equity Plans... Enterprise 
Investment Schemes— property Invest- 
ments- 9toaple strategies that can slash 
your tax bill— In tact, all tbe important 
areas of inresttng and money 
management 

Third - And maybe most rewarding 
you'll learn In detail about a number of 
crafty but simple "behind -Ihe-ecenes’ 
techniques that you don't usually get to 
find out about at all. Tbe kind that can 
often boost yuur returns 20, 30. even 50 
per eon not - sometimes just to months 
-not years. 

TOR EXAMPLE, a HtUe technique called 
a ’straddle*. lets you bet that the 
Stockmarkrt will go up - and at tbe 
same time bet that H will gp down - 
brtfere it or not, it is perfectly possible 
to make a profit whether U goes up or 
goes down.' 


Or how you can use yuur pension 
plan to turn £750 into £1000 ovwnlghl 
- or more if you're a higher rate taxpayer. 

Of course there's a good deal more. 
But as you can see Successful Personal 
Inresting is definitely noi fast some 
collection of “hot tips’ or boring technical 
mumbo-jumbo. 

Always everything Is spelled out step- 
by-step. like a staple recipe. 5o you 
take just those steps that are right for 
jour own tirrnaulances- 

9BAB ST MZND TOO, that the publisher 
of SP1. Independent Research Services 
Ltd., is noi linked in any way (o any 
vested interest- II Is not connected with 
any Stockbroker or Insurance Agency nr 
Unit Trust or tbe like.. .and it has no 
commissioned Salesmen or Agents. So 
yon can be absolutely sure that what you 
learn wifi be for no one's benefit but 
yours. 

Let 's bee it - most people 
*" “I spend more Urne planning a 
Oaf! fortnight's holiday than 

learning how to manipulate 
ICy- iheir money. 

S of Surprisingly. SP1 lakes 
only a couple ol hours of 

° ’■* your Ume a month. There 

ame IS no burning of (he mldnighl 

- oil- 

True, money Isn't every- 
thing. But it does help. SPf 
shows you how to start on 
the nay towards haring that 
million - and being able to teti yourself 
that you're a ‘mUHonaire*. So, before 
your mind clamps shut over (bat word 
again. ..why not at least lake the 
opportunity to see for yourself? You 
can now get to look over the first two 
lessons with, m obflgaQoo for 10 days just 
by posting the coupon below. And 
whatever you decide. Lesson 1 Is yours 
to keep -FREE! 

IRS ADVISORY BOARD: 

Peter Oppenheimer. Chairman 
Kevin Goldstein -Jackson. 

Walter Sinclair FCA. 

IR5 and Independent Research Sendees 
ore trotting names o{ Independent Researrfi 
SerofaesUd. 

Registered in England. No. 2128861. 
Rnjfatered Oflte 57 Bridge Street Abffigdon. 
Qtjordshtre. 0X14 3HN 


POST THIS RISK-FR8B FORM TODAY TO: 

Independent Research Services. FREEPOST. Marlborough Road. Aldboume. MARLBOROUGH. 
Wiltshire SN8 2BR . 

| Here’S how the SUCCESSFUL PERSONAL DJVESTIKG PROGRAM WOSKS: 

I i| Two lessons are made available every 3 to 4 weeks, at £11.25 each, plus postage. 

1 2J You may review each of the 35 lessons In the course for 10 days - at no charge - and "pay-as-you-go* 
| only for those you decide 16 keep. 

| gj you may cancel this arrangement a t any Ume. and drop out of the coarse whenever you vaaL 


mGCBSSPUL reKWAw* jarw*"- 
CSPZ) js the eikH sedaroed. up-to-U*- 
mlBule. ‘hands-oc". scif-stafruffriffl 
njorxr in intfSlttk a® 2 
management ihai ysw Mow ^ " 

si rmi? ewa part, wins pressure 
in unpit bagaape it caiiines 
by-vitp ftw ic hafli yew e*a umnoa 


| &gaelRf/MKfl 
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The new 
Mercury 
Investor* 
Guide - 

FREE 


IBtOM tMfTMJ FICAM1 | 

I 


Published every six months. The 
Mercury Investor’s Guide is a new, free, 
40-page publication that will prove 
invaluable to anyone interested in 
investing. 

With thought-provoking articles by 
well-respected financial journalists 
and comprehensive details on Mercury 
Asset Management’s extensive invest- 
ment range, it makes compelling 
reading. 

For your free copy, please call us now 
or return the coupon. 



® Freephone 


To: Mercury Investment Services Ltd, FREEPOST. 
London EC4B 4DQ. Please send nte my FREE copy of The 
Mercury Investor's Guide. iNGAtr 

Surname 


Postcode 



BRITAIN'S LEADING INVESTMENT HOUSE 


I Sc may oecsOmutty atiaw selected rtjRrtaWp romparUcs is null you with tnlfcre*Jin$ after* ^ I 

, □ PteavfUckbcretfyou'ai^ffiWlotareibBiWWtui^^^^ — — — ^ — — — 


The value a/ inwwunorrt* may fluctuate »nd aw no) guaranteed. ■ Issued byAJercwy tovesOnenJ 5erv>rrs Lid 33 Wns WWlam Sirccv. iMidon EC4H9AS. wturh is n-guLUM) tj ilw- Po-wum! 
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money pensions 



Pensions 


Peter Lilley, Social Security Minister, is the driving force of the campaign 
to persuade people to take responsibility for their own financial futures 


B ritain’s pension revolu- 
tion has stalled- At a time 
when the idea of private 
pension provision com- 
mands more support 
among Britain's politi- 
cians than -ever before, sales of 
personal pensions to individuals 
are plummeting. 

The arguments for private 
pensions are well understood. 
The healthier, wealthier popula- 
tions of the developed world are 
living longer in retirement, 
imposing an increasing pensions 
burden oo the taxpaying work- 
force. If Western governments 
are to avoid spir alling taxation, 
they must attempt a two-pronged 
assault on the problem - cutting 
state social security benefits and 
encouraging people to save more 
towards their own retirement. 

This logic, once resisted by 
Labour, is increasingly accepted 
by Tbny Blair and his team. 

Rmsion experts fear the mes- 
sage has still to get across to the 
man in the street. Changes already 
made to the state eamings-related 
pension scheme (Sops) will sig- 
nificantly reduce its value for 
those retiring in the next century. 
The increase in the female retire- 
ment age from 60 to 65 also 
threatens to impose an additional 
burden on many families 


Pension companies believe 
the Government has failed to 
make it clear how these and 
other changes will cut back the 
support available from the wel- 
fare state. Ibny Reardon, pen- 
sions development director at the 
insurance company Allied Dun- 
bar, says: “The Government has 
got to be honest with the public 
and say, *We are reducing state 
pensions’. I would like to see the 
Government doing a lot more 

advertising on pensions. ” 

With a large and growing need 
for private pension provision, 
Britain’s pensions industry 
should be enjoying a bonanza. 
But the opposite is true. This 
year’s sales of regular-premium 
pensions policies (where you 
save monthly) look set to reach 
little more than half the number 
sold in 1991. 

This paradox is explained by 
the two huge scandals that hit the 
pensions industry in recent years. 
Personal pensions, first intro- 
duced in 1989, appeared to have 
been a great success story for the 
life insurance industry, with more 
than five million policies sold. 

But two years ago, it became 
clear that hundreds of thousands 
of investors had been badly 
advised either to leave good 
company pension schemes, or to 
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tr an s fe r previously accumulated 
retirement savings into a per- 
sonal pension. The cost of 
putting right the resulting finan- 
cial damage has been estimated 
at anything up to £4bn. Public 
confidence in the life insurance 
industry, never strong, was dealt 
another heavy blow. Financial 
watchdogs pushed through a 
wide-ranging series of reforms to 
prevent a repetition. 

Many financial advisers seem 
to have concluded that selling per- 
sonal pensions is more trouble 
than it is worth. On top of the 
usual checks they have to make 
when selling financial product to 
a client, personal pensions involve 
another layer of complexity. 

Alan Goodman, assis tant gen- 
eral manager with the inffrr anpff 
giant Standard Life, says: “It’s 
extremely difficult to buy a per- 
sonal pension these days - and 
equally difficult for someone to sdl 
the product and go through the 
whole lengthy process.” 

Insurers have adop ted so-called 
transfer analysis systems to assess 
any potential customer consider- 
ing switching his accumulated 
company pension savings into a 
personal plan. Mr Reardon is ■ 
sceptical about how much bene- 
fit investors derive from the highly 
complicated documents that 


emerge from transfer analyses. 
‘‘Producing these analyses does 
not always help the cheat,*’ he 
says. “They protect the adviser.” 

The Robert Maxwell affair, the 
other pensions scandal of the 
Nineties, damaged public confr 
dance in the other side of the pri- 
vate pensions industry- employer- 
-mn schemes. Its most lasting 
effect has been a new Pensions 
Act which has introduced new sol- 
vency requirements for company 
schemes and other safeguards. 

Some fear that the Pensions 
Act will reinforce the move away 
from “final salary” schemes - the 
traditional type of company pen- 
sion that pays beneficiaries an 
income based on their earnings in 
the last years before retirement. 
Anxious to control costs, employ- 
eas maeasingfy favour schemes in 
which they can fix the level of con- 
tributions. Employees belonging 
to these “money purchase” 
schemes have much less idea of 
the level of pension they can 
expect to receive.when they retire. 

Doe factor that should encour- 
age more people to save more for 
retirement is the increased recog- 
nition of the problem the elderly 
face in paying for long-term care. 
In his recent Budget, the Chan- 
cellor, Kenneth Clarke, promised 
a range of measures to encour- 


age saving for long-term care — 
including a tax exemption for 
benefits paid by specialist insur- 
ance policies. He is also consid- 
ering allowing occupational pen- 
sion schemes to pay variable 
pensions — which could pay a 
small income immediately upon 
retirement, and a larger amount 
in later years, when more people 
are likeiy to need long-term care. 

The could offer some pension- 
ers useful additional flexibility. 
Unfortunately, few people retire 
with enough savings to allow them 
to defer the greater part of their 
pension for a few years. Most go 
.for the highest pensions they can, 
because they need to. 

S imilar problems arise with 
flexible annuities, which allow 
people to defer taking their pen- 
sion in the hope of being able to 
make their decision in a more 
favourable interest rate environ- 
ment In the meantime, they can 
draw upon the income earned by 
their pension fund. But this will 
be substantially less than their 
pension entitlement And pen- 
sioners who opt for a flexible 
annuity must also accept further 
uncertainty over the future 
performance of their pot of pen- 
sion savings. 


Paul Dnrman 
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Opting-out 


A bad risk for the low-paid 


"Thousands of people could 
I stiB be putting their pension 
I unwittingly and needlessly 
at risk by opting out of the 
state earnings related pension 
scheme (Serps ). This is a pen- 
sion paid to employees on top 
of the basic state pension. 

The Government intro- 
duced contracting out through 
personal pensions in 1988 asa 
way to cut the cost of state pen- 
sion benefits. By encouraging 
employees to take more 
responsibility for their own 
pension, it hoped to avoid the 
build-up of a crippling pensions 
bflU in a few decades' time. 

Those who contract out of 
Serps receive a rebate of some 
of their National Insurance 
contribution. You can’t get you 
hands on this money directly, 
but you can have the rebate 
paid into a personal pension. 

To help get personal pen- 
sions off tbe ground, the Gov- 
ernment also paid an addi- 
tional incentive on top of this 
rebate. This was initially worth 
2 per cent of band earnings - 


essentially those up to the 
National Insurance ceiling - 
and reduced to 1 per cent 
from the 1993/94 tax year. 
These incentives proved so 
popular that nearly 6 million 
employees sgned up for a con- 
tracted-out pezsonai pension. 

However, concern is grow- 
ing that many of those who 
contracted out were on 
incomes too low to allow them 
to benefit The average earn- 
ings of men who have con- 
tracted out are under £10,000, 
the average for women about 
£6 r 300, and the amount of 
Sops rebate paid into their 
personal pension is too small 
for them to benefit after they 
have paid the charge made by 
the pension provider. 

The chief financial regular 
tor, the Securities and Invest- 
ments Board, is investigating 
the size of the problem. 
“We’ve commissioned a firm 
of actuaries to talk to about 20 
life insurance companies,” 
says a SIB spokeswomen. 
“They’ve been looking at the 


number of policies sold, the 
charges made and the age 
profile of the policyholders.” 
SIB expects to publish its find- 
ings by tire end of tire year. 

It is also feared that others 
are neglecting to review their 
position. This is necessary 
because, say the experts, being 
contracted-out stops making 
sense around tbe ages of 35 
for women and 40 for men. 
For those at this age who 
have previously contracted 
out, contracting back in may 
well be the best move. 

The decision of whether to 
contract out, or whether you 
have now reached an age 
where you should contract 
back in, is further compli- 
cated by proposed changes to 
the rebates due to take effect 
in 1997. The Government is 
working on a scheme to give 
age-related benefits. In 
theory, this should make con- 
tracting out much more 
attractive to older people. 


Anthony Bailey 


Personal pensions 


More than 100 companies offer a 
plan. Which one is right, for me? 


I f you are self-employed or 
your employer does not 
offer a company pension 
scheme, investing in your own 
personal pension is the most 
tax-efficient way to save for 
your retirement 

You need to choose a pen- 
sion provider with good, con- 
sistent performance and rea- 
sonable policy charges to get 
the most out of your money. 
You should also look for a 
plan which is flexible enough 
to fit in with changes in your 
lifestyle - one that allows you 
to alter the size of your pre- 
miums, to stop and start pay- 
ments and to retire at any age 
without penalty. 

But how do you go about 
selecting the right one? With 
more than 100 insurance and 
investment companies offer- 
ing their own ranges of pen- 
sion products, the choice may 
seem endless. 

If you decide to aim for a 
pension inootneworii half your 
salary at the age of, say, 55, a 
competent pensions adviser 
should be able to calculate how 
rmx± you should save to attain 
that level of income. But Nick 

Bamford of the indep ende nt . 
financial adviser Informed 
Oxwse, warns: "Thfio the cfent 
has to decide how much they 
can actually afford. Tbe later 
you leave saving towards your 
pension, the more expensive it 
wtB be toprovide a reasonable 


There is a good argument 
for everyone to make single 
premium pension contribu- 
tions. Not only are the charges 
generally lower, but single 
premiums are not subject to 
the hefty penalties for stop- 
ping further payments. This 
makes them particularly suit- 
able for women who think 
they may warn to take a career 
break to have children, or 
people who want time off 
work to travel or study. 

It may be advisable to ask 
for a “waiver Of pre mium 7 * 
benefit to pay contributions 
during a long periodof illness. 

A competent adviser 
should be able to guide you 
through past performance 
tables and the different charg- 
ing structures Martin Beckett 
of _ tbe independent adviser 
Poinlon York, says: “If foe 
client has 10 years or less to 
go to retirement, they are 
probably likely to be more 
cautious and might look at a 
wiih-profits fund. 

“You want a company with 
the ability to maintain 
bonuses. Equitable Life has 
an undeniably good with-prof- 
its record. Commercial Union 
is a very strong office and 
Standard Life is another good 
all-round company we would 
consider” 

Those who have more than 
10 years to go before retire- 
ment should consider what is 
called a unit-linked fund. 


which gjves returns directly 
linked to the stock market 
Mr Beckett says: “The cri- 
teria here would be good con- 
sistent performance and a fair 
charging structure. One of 
my favourites for the more 
agressive and adventurous 


type of investor is Skandia 
Life” 


Tbe charging structure of 
pension policies varies enor- 
mously from company to 
company and depending on 
the type of policy you choose. 
Despite the introduction of 
disclosure rules at the begin- 
ning of the year, many charges 
remain hidden. 

However, when you buy a 
plan you are given projections 
of the effect of its charges. 
Tbtal charges can seem high - 
as much as a third of the total 
pension savings you might 
accumulate over a 25 year 
period and typically a fifth 
over this timeframe. 

Look for an independent 
financial -adviser who offers 
the choice of either being 
paid tty a fee by you or of 
receiving commission from 
the company whose products 
he sells. 

The commission on a 
one-off payment of, for exam- 
ple, £2,000 would typically be 
5 per cent or £100. But a fee 
for the same advice could 
cost you £300 to £400. 


Anthony Bailey 
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Topping up 


O f all the employees 
in company pen- 
sion schemes, only 
one in JO retires on 
the full amount of 
pension allowed by 
the Inland Revenue. Like- 
wise very few people who 
are currently investing in a 
personal pension plan are 
putting in the maximum 
amount permissable under 
Revenue rules. 

Most people leave saving 
for their retirement too 
late. By the time they start 
thinking about putting 
some money away, they 
actually need to save hun- 
dreds of pounds a month to 
sustain the kind of lifestyle 
they have in mind. And 
company schemes do not 
make full use of contribu- 
tion limits. 

However, provided they 
have cash to spare, there 
are several tax-efficient 
ways to top up their 
pension. 

Ail companies with pen- 
sion schemes must, by law, 
offer an additional volun- 
tary contribution scheme 
(AVC) for members of the 
main pension scheme. An 
AVC is run as a separate . 
fund to the main pension 
scheme, and its manage- 
ment may be fanned out to 
a third party - a life office 
or budding society. It 
enjoys nearly all the same 
lax breaks as the main pen- 
sion scheme - members' 
contributions are taken 
from their pay before tax, . 
given relief from income 
tax at their highest rate, and 
contributions grow tax-free . 
within the fend, 

: Many. employers • sub-, 
sidisc the management . 
charges, mating the AVC a 
very cost-effective way to 
invest - most, if not all, of 
the contributions will be 
invested for the benefit of 
the employee. Contribu- 
tions are paid net of basic- 
rate tax. This means that 
for every £100 the investor 
wishes to contribute to his 
AVC, he pays £75 and the 
insurance company claims 
the remaining £25 from the 
Inland Revenue. Higher- 
rate taxpayers must claim 
any further relief through 
their lax returns; 


New providers 


It is also .possible to 
choose your own top-up 
policy, which is known as a 
free-standing AVC 
FSAVCs are sold by insur- 
ance companies on a com-: 
mercial basis, and are not 
subsidised by the employer, 
so charges can seem high in 
comparison to an AVC 

Members of company 
schemes can contribute up 
to 15 per cent of their total 
remuneration - basic salary 
plus any bonuses and com- 
mission - into pension 
schemes, including an AVC 
or FSAVC. So if a scheme 
member is already con- 
tributing 5 per cent of his 
earnings to the main pen- 
sion scheme, he could put 
a further 10 per cent into 
an AVC. 

AVGs are simple money- 
purchase schemes. The 
money an employee invests 
plus any growth is used to 
buy an income annuity at 
the time of retirement. 
However, the best way to 
top up an occupational 
pension is not with an AVC 
but through buying “added 
years”. This option is usu- 
ally only open to members 
of .“final-salary” public sec- 
tor pension schemes, but 
some private company 
schemes have also adopted 

this approach. 

Each year that an 
employee belongs to a 
final-salary scheme entitles 
him to a portion of his final 
salary as retirement 
income. For example, he 
might belong to a scheme 
that pays him USOth of his 
final salary for every year. 

The advantage of buying 
extra years is that although 
the employer can estimate 
the effect of inflation on 
the value of an employee’s 
salary over the period to 
retirement and charge 
accordingly, the company 
cannot predict salary 
increases that result from 
promotion. This means the 
employee can benefit from 
a substantially higher 
retirement income without 
having to pay for it 

Self-employed investors 
and employees who are not 
able to join a company pen- 
sion scheme should make 
the most of investing into a 





Investment strategy 




Bill Lane and his wife Sally are both topping up their company pension schemes so they hare 
the option to' retire atthe age of 50. Bill, a 35-year-old computer salesman, earns a basic 
salary and commission. His company pension scheme contributions are based on the basic 
wage plus half bis on-target commission earnings. As he regularly earns in excess of his target, 
Bill was worried that his pension would not reflect his current income. 

Bill's company offered just one AVC scheme which did not suit his needs, so he has chosen a 
free-standing AVC from Sfcanrfia Life. 7Tie scheme's investment projections indicate that it has 
the lowest charges, and it offers the choice of more than 200 hinds, managed by the UK’s lead- 
ing investment houses. He is currently paying contributions of £250 a month. 

Despite the extra contributions, Bill is stiff not saving enough to be able to retire on the in- 
come be would like at the age of 50. He says: “I'm stiO well short of the target but I'm also in- 
vesting the maximum amount possible in Peps, and was a heavy investor in business expansion 
schemes." 

Sally; at the age of 29, is unusually young to be topping up her pension. She wants to invest 
as much as she can now in case she needs to take a career break to have children. 

Her employer, Marks & Spencer, runs a final-salary scheme that allows members to buy 
added years. Sally has bought 10.6 extra years, at the cost of £120 a month. 


personal pension. Very few 
people invest as much as 
they can into personal 
schemes - from 17.5 per 
cent of net relevant earn- 
ings for anyone aged 35 or 
less to 40 per cent for those 
aged 6J to 74. 

. If an investor has used 
up the current year’s 
allowance, he should be. 
able to mop up any unused 
allowance and tax relief 
from the previous six years 
- a process known as “cany 
forward”. This means that 
if a 35-year-old investor 
only used 10 per cent of his 
allowance six years ago, he 
can contribute the remain- 
ing 15 per cent now on top 
of this year's allowance. 

Investors can also “carry 
back” contributions to the 
previous tax year. This 
allows the contribution to 
be treated tax-wise as 


though it had been paid 
into the pension scheme in 
the preceding year - a 
process that can help those 
who are trying to minimise 
their income tax bill. 

Both carry forward and 
carry back are extremely 
complicated, and anyone 
interested in pursuing these 
options should consult an 
accountant or pensions 
adviser. 

Richard Jacobs of 
Richard Jacobs Pension 
and Trustee Services says 
investors who want to max- 
imise the flexibility of their 
retirement arrangements 
should also invest in per- 
sonal equity plans. He 
argues that Peps offer 
equivalent tax advantages 
but unlike pensions - which 
only pay out at retirement 
- capital and income can be 
withdrawn from a Pep at 


any time. “This makes 
them ideal for the one-off 
expenses that can occur at 
any time, or to supplement 
a pensioner's income unrii 
he reaches state pension 
age,” he says. 

Claire Arthur 


Fund managers have ideas for your savings. 
Just add a pensions wrapper 


Use your freedom of choice 


O ne uf the little-known 
secrets ahout personal 
pensions is hem- much 
choice policyholders have to 
pick, their own investment 
strategy. 

Of the billions of pounds 
that flow into personal pen- 
sion fends every year. 90 per 
cent goes straight into main- 
stream “managed” or 
“with-profits" fends. 

Few personal pension hold- 
ers in the UK take the lime to 
examine other chuiecs, even 
though a pension is the single 
biggest investment most peo- 
ple make in a lifetime. Yet 
nearly all pension providers 
now allow planholders to 
review their investment on a 
regular basis. 

As you get closer to retire- 
ment you should reduce the 
level of risk to which your 
money is exposed. When you 
are five years away from being 
a pensioner, it is simply too 
dangerous to leave your pen- 
sion savings in a volatile fund 
even if it is rocketing upwards 
in value. It could just as eas- 
ily plummet in value just 
before you retire. Icavingyou 
with a meagre income for ihc 
rest of your life. 

^With-profits and unilised 
with-profits plans are the kro- 
to-medium risk investment 
choice that most people pick. 
Money is invested in a mix of 
investments - gilts, stocks and 
shares and property. Profits 
made by these investments 
are accrued to the plan each 
year in the form of a rever- 
sionary bonus - a value which 
cannot be taken away from 
the plan, such that the value 
of your pension pot only 
rises. When the plan matures, 
a final bonus is added.Its size 
varies significantly from one 
company to the next. A uni- 
lised wifh-pmfiis plan runs on 
similar lines, with money allo- 
cated to units in the with-prof- 
its fend. 

□Unit-linked managed 
funds also invest in a 
three-way split of property, 
shares and bonds, and are 
considered mcdiurcijrisk. 
However, unlike ivith-profits 
plans, unit-linked policies do 


not benefit from the addition 
of guaranteed bonuses each 
year. The value of the units 
will rise and fait in line with 
the value of the underlying 
assets. 

Self-invested personal pen- 
sions or Sipps are really only 
suitable far the financially 
sophisticated, offering the 
greatest freedom of choice 
and the highest potential risk. 


They can invest in anything 
that produces an income. 

Copies of the Money 
Marketing 1995 
Unrt-L/nked and 
With-Profits Surveys are 
available on 0171 439 
42 22 and are priced at 
£3 each. 

Patrick CoUioson 
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...as hard as it should? 


A nyone looking for a per- 
sonal pension has tradi- 
tional fy had to turn to a 
life insurance company. Bui in 
the last year or so, a handful 
of City investment managers 
has also made a bid for your 
retirement savings. 

The new providers* main 
claim is that they can manage 
your money much more 
cheaply than the life insurers. 
They have simply added a 
“pensions wrapper" to add 
the usual pension pax advan- 
tages to their existing invest- 
ment trusts or unit trusts. 
These are collective funds 
that diversify risk by spread- 
ing investors' money across a 
broad range of shares. 

The potential savings look 
impressive. Flemings, for 
example, says an investor sav- 
ing £200 a month for 10 years 
will end up more than £3,500 
better off than if he chose a 
personal pension from Legal 
£: General, assuming the 
same investment returns. The 
same Flemings investment 
trust pension is also at least 
£1 ,400 cheaper than pensions 
from Clerical Medical. Scot- 
tish Equitable. Norwich 
Union and Standard Life - all 
leading companies. 

Daniel Godfrey, market- 
ing director of Fleming 
Investment Trust Manage-, 
ment. said the new pension 
accounts have attracted hun- 
dreds of customers since their 


October launch. Foreign & 
Colonial, manager of Britain’s 
biggest and best-known 
investment trust, has also had 
a good response to its invest- 
ment trust pension, intro- 
duced last year. 

Investors seem to have 
- found unit trust pensions 
much less attractive - proba- 
bly because of the 5 per cent 
initial charge made on invest- 
ments into unit trusts. 
Although this charge seems 
high compared with invest- 
ment trust pensions, it leaves 
the management company 
with very little to offer in the 
way of commission to finan- 
cial advisers. Insurers have 
rightly been criticised for their 
upfront charges, but some of 
that money is paid to the 
financial adviser or salesman 
for explaining the issues. 

Framlington introduced its 
unit trust pension a year ago. 
Anne McMeehan, marketing 
director of Framliogton, says: 
“3 happen to think that the 
Framlington pension plan is an 
extraordinarily good one. But 
just because it’s good does 
not mean it's persuading mil- 
lions of people to get one.” 
pensions are a complicated 
area, and few investors are 
capable or confident enough 
to decide what they need 
without the help of advice, 
Charles Levett-Scrivener 
of Towiy Law. a large firm of 
financial advisers, says the 


lower commissions paid on 
investment and unit trust pen- 
sions "is nor nearly enough to 
reward anybody giving advice 
on these products”. Inter- 
ested investors unsure of what 
they want may therefore have 
to pay for advice - thereby 
reducing or eliminating the 
claimed cost advantage. 

Flemings and Foreign & 
Colonial allow you to invest 
your pension in one or more 
of their investment trusts. The 
exact level of charges you pay 
will depend on your selection. 
The more esoteric trusts tend 
to have much higher levels of 
management expenses than 
the general or UK-only trusts. 

The flattering cost com- 
parisons are based on an 
assumed investment trust 
management fee - a modest 
05 per cent in Flemings’ case. 
The trusts you select may be 
more expensive. 

David Graham, head of 
marketing af Scottish Widows, 
doubts that investment rav- 
age rs can claim any lasting 
cost advantage over life insur- 
ers, who have the benefit of 
large volumes of business. “We 
also have the expertise, the syv 
terns and the experience to 
handle the changes in legisla- 
tion," he adds. 

Mr Lcvett-Scrivener is also 
concerned that investment 
trust pensions do not offer the 
life insurance benefits that 
are important features of 


insured pension plans. He 
thinks the lack of “waiver of 
premium" benefit is particu- 
larly important. This ensures 
that premiums will continue 
to be paid into your pension 
should you become too ill to 
work. 

Investors must always be 
wary of claims based on past 
performance, because there is 
no guarantee that good 
results will continue into the 
future. Be particularly careful 
about comparing investment 
and unit trust returns with an 
insurer’s managed pension 
fund. Managed fends typi- 
cally invest some money in 
fixed-interest securities and 
commercial property, not just 
in shares. 

Mr Godfrey concedes that 
investment trust discounts 
may worry some investors. 
Shares in investment trusts 
typically trade for less than 
the value of their underlying 
investments and this gap - the 
discount - can either narrow 
or widen. 

But the new products are 
not for everybody, and their 
drawbacks need to be prop- 
erly considered before you 
make an investment. 

Their dependence on share 
performance makes them 
potentially much more 
volatile than traditional 
insured pension plans. 

Paul Dorman 


Make it work harder for you with BONUS 
BUILDER - a secure plan with life insurance 
protection for prudent investors. 

Take a look at how the expert investment team at 
Royal Liver Assurance can help boost your savings. 

You can start your plan for as little as £20 a month. 
So give us a call now for fell details on our: 


FREE HELPLINE 0800 66 1 1 I I 


Or post the coupon to Royal Liver Assurance, 
FREEPOST LV 3859, Liverpool, L3 I PW. 

A cautious investment philosophy, flexibility and the 
potential for solid growth with an organisation that 
investors have trusted since 1 850...you could 
^ get all that and more with Royal Livers 

^ BONUS BUILDER. 

I And we re o friendly society, our 

I ?/ distributable profits go to 

w our policyholders - 

■ holders! 


As you can see from this comparison chart. 
Royal Liver's BONUS BUILDER significantly 
out-performed the average Building Society 
+ 1 .5% extra interest account And has done 
so consistently over the past five years. 

£5,532 
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V*rV • 

. y> ... ■ 


£4,546 
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ROYAL LIVER Building Society 

BinMing 5 Marry figures are os or IS.S.^S 
Source; Micropal 

This chan compares o typical +/ -5% Building Society irweswjem 
account with Royal Livers BONUS BUILDER. a 10 tear wth-pra/ir 
endowment maturing IS.5.95 (Guaranteed Minimum L3J.27\ Both 
ore based an a (30 monthly premfuffl invested by a mate aged 29 
next birthday, at entry. Returns are net of' basic rate income to> 

r Please remember that while you am tote your money from 

^ a Building Society account at any time. BONUS 

4^, RUILOEf? is designed to provide a worthwhile 

return for your soring s over the Jonger- 
term. 

fc* ^ Part performance s no 

guarantee of future 

'V. returns 




ROYAL LIVER 
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critics’ choice 



La Hainefatovel Powerhouse ftffller set 
amongst the labyrinths of a F^rfsian,hou& 
frig estate reoauerirqj from a rick Writer arid 
director MathteuKassovteis unsparing ict 
his indictment of a brutal police regime. 
Panther Intelligerit Black Rarthasdrama. 
Don't expect too much political meatto sfnk' 
your teeth into; this is closer to a biography^: 
but a damn dueling one at that ■ ■ 

Sate My Sister Ch% 

incestuous maids (Joefy RldTanJkin ■ ' Jodtri' 
May) in- 1930s France who decide to do 
away wfth .wealthy employer Julie waters. 




FILM 


0 - ate outside lentkm 
•1HEMBBCHI PHESaST(l2ITlk; prcadail 
(alb far an envitvmmunial lobbyist. Empire 
Loceoer Square im -US. 6m JUS. 1L20 
(SaiK /triton Road MGM Lift Mil. 6.40. 
4Jft TmeaderoMGM 115a 3.15. 6J0, 9 JO, 
lSa\kOdL'aitti&iSmctEai 1.40, 
4 20. 7.00, 9.4a J 220am (Sal 1; Am at Baker 
Sara 255. 5 JO. 039; Ud KW Bffcra 10.15 mu. 
H4a3ja6.t5.9jn 

• AMGH5 HMD RSB35 (IS] Adaptation of AS 
Ryan's novcLGnon AfrvJWr 1JOO (Sat),3J0. 
ftOft SJft Mum Road MGM 1130, 330, 
ai5,R55;SiixnConDsrO*™Sat 114Q.3.10, 
54ft S.15 

•mill 13 iKjnhx any at the I9TO Apoflo 
L3 mission. Empire Leicester Saurr 12noon, 
145 5J0, K.15, 11J5 (Sal) 

W0CHIP5EWW (18) Qasrc depiction ofVSel- 
nam. Oar L50 (Sal), 5 JD, 8J05 1 LU (Sal) 
BMCattU [l2).Wta SdSman'i ole of ran 

American! m Sfoin in Ihe ^THKRitcy Onema 

Son 3. 10 + Before Sunrise 5JH 

• BASEBALL BURS (18) Depicikm of a 

•HDiWRKBK(PGlTliinlinaaliix 2 <ufihE 
Batman adventures. Winter Wes End 12KOOU 

• HlHEBlElKUSIinnHt(l5) A motley coV 
lection of aa on rehearse their production of 
HamfcL Barbican Cinema 100 (Sun), 6.15, 
8.4ft Otebai MGM 1.1ft 35ft 63ft 93ft Tbt- 
amton Coat Road MGM US, 4.15 655 93ft 
Odecn Hapnarlxt L3ft4J)ftd3a&50;OUwn 
High Street Kemtngm 4Jft 7.15, 9.4ft Sam 
Orange Odom Sat 14ft SjOS, 735. 945. 
I2mditighc Son L4ft 40)5, 635, &45; Rich- 


mmdfamhoax 3JXJ.5Jft8J».«ai Cinema 
125 (Sat), 4.45 (Sal), 7JW, 9.15, 1L30 (Sat) 


• BURBURT (15) Mel Gibson (Erects and 
stats. Odeon Mezzudne, LacaterSqaare 220, 
7.4ft Ham 1130, 4JM, 730 
•KKBHB 0Fl«niSMC0B(rr(12)lowa«t 
romance. Hatton Strea MCAf 2.1ft 535, 8.50: 
Winner West End 145, 53ft 83ft 1 1XC 

• 1HE BROMBtS HM19 (15) Three Un5th- 
as scan* for Hue toe and happiness. Gore 
Nanny /AT 15ft 5.0ft 7 JK. 9,1ft 1U5 (Sat); 
Lumiar 115, 435, 64ft 8J5: (Bey Qaantr 
130, 535 (Sat), 83ft 1130 (Sat); Sawn on the 
GfWn415.ftJ5.S39 


• BSaOBrit€SW(15) Aunle'tCT^MiyfricoJ 
ramus. MGM Sam Centre Uft 6.0ft 9 j00 . 

• CNCMAR I ( 18 ) Sequel to the horror pic. 
Hoodoo MGM 435, 7.1ft 9Ja Unidni^it 
(Sal); farmer Obt End 9 AO, l ^m i tfcii gb l 
•C) B MI M IM(IS) Abobo raa n artist peg d a scr 
to the man rite lores by marrying fan gay low. 
POrtai Street MGM 115, 54ft ftOftOfen Hfr 
Sara Katanga an 935, 12.15am (Sat) 

• MSPBt (PG) A link girl befriends a ghost. 
Tinettfaii »G3f 1115, 230 

• Cirr(JFUBrC®ni0l(lS) A ran lutas 
children to deal their dreams. MGM Sain 
Centre lift 430, 655, 935 

• CUB£5S( 12) Teen mmie satire. HbwrRfef 
End 1140, 150, SiX), 730 

• CSntfiM IK (15) Submarine thriller. Baker 
Si MGM 1.10, 3.4ft ftQS, 835; Chehea MGM 
635 9.15; Ttotudcro MGM lllft lift 6.1ft 
9.ia 12mkfaq*t |Sk); OdcontSfr St Ken 135 
4.1ftftS59Jai33SaniCSji);a*«»Me=»- 
iw 145 559. 835; UCJ Mtiteica TOO. 935 

• H ]B0U.m K HIDE (13) lim IXfty and 
Sean Yoons *“■ Haynmtxt MG ! If Sot 115, 
4.40, 7JB, 930; Sun 1J0.355. ft3ft 8JS UCI 
WWrinslftlft Uft 515 53ft 745 1000 

• BM ( 15) A jmang mrnan b (ktamined 
to bod her Cnhur and gain rcwagc. PicaaiBBe 
MGM 1.15 3Jft ft05, 830; MGM Sum Can 
nrl 35415 .ft4S.ftl5 

TK EXOHOST (18) Qan: barrar. Trvarda *> 
MGM Sat Hawbughl 

mSU(15)Bnpicuran 18th canny annuo 
itttfgt.CUfjvmPknarHtc 1.45, (Jft BrrQ 
AJ3fCrJJ435,93S;7h*3finm3JiQ.bJftlU5 

• FB9C8B5S(I2) Meg Ryan sura. haulm 
MGM 1140. 3«. b3U 6. 10; Odr,n H#h Stna 
Km 135 7.10; S»io CtVtage Odcun Sal Uft 
Sun 125ft UCI I17i»4t 3 h.45, Warner 
War End 15ft 4.1ft 7JU, 930, IZoridmehl 
BUST R IK SCll. (15) Japanese 

about a (mural*: ary. fimriaii MGM 1220, 
230.4^635.835 II.L4|Sai) 
#G0IDBEIE(I2) James Bond reincanuied 
by Pieroc Bnvnan. Barbican Qnana 3JO. 


6JX1. 54ft Clapium Pfcatrr H-we liD.JJft 
6Jft 9.15: BahrrSavet MGM L2ft 335 63ft 


JNDE ( IS) An mmunal woman fc stopected of 
murder. A&c 10ft 4Jft 6.I583S 

• LOT t REHMM (U) Kim Loadrt latest. 
Cwshi Phoenix 1.15 (Sat), 54ft 6JH, 830; 
Udeon Mczunine ^45. 6JP. SJ5. Rowa 1 .45, 

4.05 635,830 

UHIG MOBUWM (151 A dnoctre csp cr icoCTS 
a cuastropfcx; tfa^s Ghning. Avrun Street 
MGM 2Jft 44ft 7.15, 935 ' 
•BSMtMESSOFnKKOKEfPGlAlauBeii- 
oetl’s camedj. MGM Sem Caibr 100, 4^(1, 
OJ5930 

• MU UHE( 15) A mani: dejrastre runs am*} 
with her strait-laced boyfriend. Empnv Leket- 
ter Square L45 41ft 635 845 11-45 (Sal) 

• NHOS MINE FUST (15) An ymny tmyer 
must defend a p risoner who conrmined mur- 
der in from of 200 witnesses. Ckaham Picture 
HmorlOO (SatJ,4Jft7J)ft 930; fttftwn Road 
MGM 11-10. 12ft 6.10.9. 10; HamminiWGM 
Sat 33ft 5J5 835: Sun 2JM, 505 8.1ft Stef 
Cottage Odecn Sal 33ft 635, 93ft 1130; Sun 
234535,020; UOJfKrtra 124ft 33ft 6.1Q. 
9ift B fa mr H is t End lJft 3^ft 63ft ftOQ. 1130 
BT DMJR oaonc (II) 1946 dassic west- 
ern. Amrirl25 435 44S, 9JOO 

•IK NET (12) Santa Mtackson. <Mm> 
Jfcarmw; UwemrSqumt Mft 600, 830 

in NnflHnc BffouE ansnus (pgj run 
Banaa^aiuNMd Ule-RMiawi Cbm Sat 
130; Oapkam Fiona Hoax Sal 145 

• POCDHOIRK (U) New dtsney advauure. 
Chelsea MGM 13ft 330; Odeorim Street 
Kensington 13ft Soda Cotta# Odeon Sal 
1145; UCI Wteetos 1030am. IJJft 305 50ft 
B tomr Bfa r End 12Jft ZflQ 
ftraOn(15)Apoethidpsap9MzmitrtowiQo 
a beautiful maid. PuBtam Road MGM 1.40; 
41ft 645; StfatMoyAxnucMGMUQ, 525 
835; Saten m Ba/ar Street AXS, 63ft 830 

• IK am CUUHE (U) A ncn-bdknwr men 
stand in for Santa. CMxa MGM 1245 155. 

5.05 720; Odeon fBgh Sneer Kamgfan 200, 
43ft 7JU; £m» Cottage Odeon Sat 1.10.4J5, 
635 935 Sun 13ft 330. 62ft 830; Odetm 
WstEnd, LacesterSquare L20.A45 630, 8J5; 
UCTWhUetyr lLOOanr, 1 30, 4 JM. 63ft 835 
THESCWLErifllH [15) Remake of tbe dasric 
American noveL Odeon H ha End, Lekxstrr 
Squae 1.45530.835 

•SHUBW1Bin(15)ChiiKW£a)^ilnaw. 
CMw Chtma U5 405 635. 830! Orphan 
PktwtEhme<\S,W^QtatmKatEM\Sn 
(Sat), 33ft 6JK.8J0 

SUm, BT sbttx ((5) "tno inceatuous houns- 
maids plot a murder. Havmarket MGM Sat 
23a 45a7Jft93ftSun20ft415 63ft 845; 
Tottenham Court Road MGM 135, 7.15 
SPECKS (18) Science Ectkm thriller, Pttaa 
Uft 335. 63ft 8.45 

#10 DE RK ( 13) Nkoie Kkknan son. Odetm 
Hqh Sr Ken 435 950, l225nm (Sk); Odmt 
Mesndne 235 515 84ft Sma Catt Odea, 
Sat 435 73ft 93ft 1205am; Sun 33a 6d0ft 830; 
Bfawr Bfar End Ua3Jft 55ft 83ft 1L10 
ID HONG POO (PG) Three drag queens drive 
aans America. Phai 145,4110,630,840 

• MB SIEGE! uammen IS) Stereo. 
Seagal rctnnu os the tuwy arolt/coni m aodo. 
Khmer ffbt End 40ft 630. S3ft 1 120 

'• BBSTOK IBIOB (PG) A 12 year-old boy 
escapes the anxieties of bis ill mudw and 
depremed (ather try Maying with Iris eccentric 
undes.7mmh»n Gam toad MGM 105435, 
7Bft 9J5; /Star Gnaw Iflft 435 7JM. 930; 
Screen on the Hid 135 445 7.0ft 9JOO 
•IHEUSfiMLSKPECIS(18) Frie known (elans 
plan another crime white in police custody. 
MmRuadMGM925,PkuanSaeaMGM 
2jQ5 4Ju, 7JM, 935; filSey Onema Sat 1140 
4- Down By Law 135am; Sown on the Grim 
Sat IL15, Warner Hfco End 10ft 4Jft 630, 
930. 11.40 

• A Nil M IK CURBS (PG) Kcsn Reeves 
Stats. Hoatdem MGM LLSSarn. 115. 435, 
7JB, 93ft fUrmer Wat End \ Jft X5ft bJ5 
8.4ft I UXl 

• RN9 MGKF S ROlflK ( 18 ) A eonvvtniatial 

fTirfaMn .-icWrirany it^frrMriftwnhnfiwI.'ii'. 

cus pcrfonucr. Pictxrddk MGM 130,2.45 6J0 
pBmaMtMra 
0171 except whor noted 
Barbican Onema tuB 8891: Chetsea CSnema 
35/ J742r Cbphani Picture Home JJTH 
Guam MavtnrJM /73H; Guam PtoenfaJW 
1721; Guam Vfcsi End 1733; Empire 
Lc*X5to Square (fflOSSWM: Oatc NlxIw* 
HOI 7274043; LnmJere JW 3014; Metre 437 
0737; Baker Strea MGM 925 97ZJ Cbebea 
MGM 333 Wkx Fulham Huai MGM 0181- 
9 70 MU; Hoymarian MGM S30 1327: P*n- 


; 5y3;u» iiihRIa 1 


BratIWt oppcBrtc Hampaead Tbbc NW3 
(0171435 1525) 

The Mndnes* Of fang Gcoipc (PG) Sat 
1130pm, 4.40pm. HJOpm 4- Tbe Dra ug h ts - 
nun's Gmiiatl ( 15) Z4%»n, &5(fcr, Dcfcn- 
log 1 (PG)5m UOpen + Defcalog2(PO) 
230pm + Dekring 3 (PG) 140pm + Deka- 
hg 4 (PG) 4,50pm Le Saknre Do La fknr 
(18)5km6JJpRi + Les Dlabodquet (15) 
BMpm 

nCBBHTbe MaOSWl (0171-9303647) 
Deretoping Bbck Hha In London Sat 10m 
Iisriniic Beqametna ( (5) Sat-Sun 230pm, 
4.40pm, aJOpot, 0pm Aatdman Ddigho/A 
Close Shane (U) Sat-Sun 430pm, (pm, 
730pm Bombay And JazaTTbc Mark Of 
Tbe Hand Sat 0J5pm Dear Sarah/Tbe Vast 
Sat-Sun 6.15pm Codes Of Honour Sor 
JJHw Dre am ing Rlveg/What My Motto 
TWd Me Am 63!Jp>n Bonznu cn IBnann 
Sn&ttpn 

KlSonth BaakSEl (D171-92S 3232) 

The Mask (PG) Sat 4pm PuMie Eoony (15) 




Tbtns Ob The Rafio ( 15) Sat &4Spnt 
JenavRSBy Tinner Sun 345ftn Tim Bnrlou's 
The Ngfamiare Befim C3rriam» (PG) Swt 
-tpm To JOB a Mockingbird (PG) Stm 
& 10pm The Hatchet Mai San 630pm An 
Actor's Rcvo^- Jwt 730pm Mktughi 
Mary Sun&'tqfms Gty Of Las CbBdren 
(15)5hfiA4^wn 

nnsncoepi iu n2 (dui-883 2233V 

Andre (U) Sat Ham. 1333/mt b Hie Bleak 
hfidwinier(I5).S0-&Bt2-tym (Set), 
4J0pm. 7pm, 9J)Spm Crumb 1 18) Sum 
lZJOptn + GcriaU^m 
TKPWtE II 0B SE .8H«STWroS26Com. 
modal Street ElfOl 71-247 9326) 

Smjpn - in ihc Rmn5un 230fwn, 6J5fwn 
mapmsukedet Race WC2f0171- 
437 8181) 

Wterwnrid (12) Set MurieTk Ksddtag 

(15) Sat 3.45pm White Yon Vhetc Sleepaag 
(PG) Sat 6pm Pulp Ffctioo (18) Sat 11pm ' 
Caki Fun (15) Sun 130pm DoknaGd- 
barne (18) 5iai 4/mt La Separauon (PG) 

Sun 645pm Tbe Arfrentora Of Priscifia, 
Queen Of The Desert ( 15) Sim 845pm 
BO orau Kmgsbod Street E8 (0171- 
2546677) 

Tun BurtorTis The Ni^nnjaic Before Gui«- 
mas(PG)3at 11am Dcfcajcscen (15) Srn- 
Stm 115pm + ftxilaiscs (15) 40$m + Gty 
Of Lost Children ( 15) 4.15pm La Haioe 
( 15) Sat-Sun 645pm, 9pm Judft; Dredd 
fUyarit(Bri(l 5)5te ll.I5pm 
mEKfflE stuns CflBH Crisp Bond W6 
(0181-7412255) 



DEttfiaUT 

Jenny Sesgrore and Hsytey Milb ta Richard 
Harris' thriller. 

ApoBo Shaftesbury Averme, W1 (D17M94 
5070) ■» Piec Che. Mon-FH 8JM, Stt SJB* 
S, L5, [5] 3JB, ends 6 Jan, £8-£21 


Dadteta Camerioe Street, WC2 (0171-494 
5075/cc SP) 4444) 4> Covcnt Gartten. Moo- 

fti8jn.p]5jn&83fti4j3jM.miftaL 


Hie bit film airi TV series deuekiped into a 
Stage nmamal by David deSQva. 

Cambridge Eariham Street, WC2 (0171-494 
5090) -9 Grvem Garden. Mon-Sal 73ft 
[4J7] i0Q.fi 0-£25. 


Aibery Si Martin’s Lane, WC2 (I) 1 71-369 

I73(te867 1 IllJOLeicSq. Mon-Tto 8JK 
Pri & Sat 6J» & 845 cab O Jan, £5-£2&. 


Hay Coooer’s latest comedy. 

Ptajhouse Nonfaumbsriud Awnna, WC2 
(01 71-839 4401 1 ■O' B mb t mhinou L Mon-Sat 


AJetpki Strand (01 71-344 0QS5) ♦ Oiiritn; 
X. Mau^Sm7A5l5]I7] 3 JM,£Um£3250. 


Sam Mended take an Tbaneirea WHBams' 

Gwrn* Pan ton St (369 l731)®-HoeCiitL 
Mon-Sat 730,171 50ft t»di ■ 6 Mar, £S£23. 
MB 

DBrnarienTboenbam Omni Rad. W1 
(0171 -416 6060) OThd GRd. Mod-Sal 730, 
|4J7] 3JW, GO-£2730. 


Leo Mcltan m Kareld Ortehoaseli ocanedy. 
(jvteSb&ftesbuiyArenue, W1 (0171-494 
504S) ePta Ore. Mon-Sat 730, |71 3JOO, 
ends3Feb.f8-f24 
KOTM 

Kevtvai oiThtf Johtnanb d u memnedy. 
Xta*e crfTfaftV St Martin’S Lane, WC2(0171- 


A i,iwfaiftrtr i« rtnwl 1w 

Oitotoff PSocadffiy CSreus, Wl (D171-3U 
J747)0-PiccGrc. MafrSBL7J(L(487)23ft 
ends9DetjE7-£223ft 

mavLUH 

See Critic’* Choice. 
lf)nAnmkGiaringC^Hond.WC2 

S 171-369 1736te*7 IHl)^LefcSq.1be- 
[8JI0, [4J7)3JM. ends 16 Dec. £93&-£2S, 

MsaEisuu 

Bay Mandmac Lang John SOrer. 
A*WTiaiiPudtfieDock,EC4(D171-25622n) 
BR/®' Bbdtfriaii. Tana rare -230030 A 


Son 6pm. Haymaitet, SW1 (0171-494 5400) 
« Pteadilly arcus. £I0-£12 


730, [5n7]3J)0, ends 27 Jan, £5£225a 


Tbm Sloppnnfi latest, witbNianifa CusScfc. 
AUteych AWwych. WC2(0l71-416 6003) 
®Holbc^ Moo-Sat 730. {4J7]3JB,ends6 
Jan, £10425. 

MKPECmCNlS 

A rrlRimeri production of fti es tl e y' s thriller. 
GumcfeCtarir«Cr™sRrtftWC2(0I71- 
4M 2085)® LdcSq.M0o-PriT.45Sn 825, 
[4] 130. [7] 50Q, ends 6 Jan. f9-£2430. 

xun 

BteddacedamnshTtaeariesenteriaiiiec. 
Motorai/MaceVictoriaSMa,SWl(0171- 
S34 1317) BB/» Victoria. Mun-Sa 73ft . 
[4|7]3i)Q 1 £115ft-£3Q. • 


AhraBOmettVreniaiiofGatmine’roiwtl. 
OH FfcWhteriop Road, 5E1 (0171-9287616) 
BR/® TOdatoo. Mcn-Sat 73ft [4},17J 23ft 
ends6 Jim, BL75J34.75. 

TUfmUtllBlAcX . 

Susan Har»cha&w Rtmt story. 
RvmrBunegSi (0171-836 2236)®Hr*om. 
Moo-SutftOft |3J3J)ft[7] 4Jft JSJ(W2Q. 

BH0HD THE WEST EHQ . 


BIBUKOK 

UmtblMiRMetftd debus Grom the young 
ScoOMs wucerDuridKarrawcr. Moo-Sal 
6pm. mb 23 DenSJUeorefi. 
Sbrebetdi BrehGreea W12(0181-743 
3388) ®Shephenb Bosh. 


B&HMET 

MCMSoctaWtak Handel’s MenU, 
aecranpaoied by the Laden Churiber 
Orchestra. Tbcight 730pm_£3-S)-£l L 
(01225-448831) 

London - 


Gtcu OrGtcreb? SnKfwn + Nwht Of The 
Gbouta 7.7f^»n + Plan 9 Prom Outer Space 
(PG) La Bern Hmnstoe (PG)5ur 
I 30pm + Bringing Up BabffPG) 335pm. 
At Tbe Circus (U) Sm SJCfm + Oo Pfcs 
7J05pm -t- A Night at tbe Opera (U) 8.4Cpm 
H0raHMSJm5CainE High Street, Brent- 
fcrd TWH (0181-568 U76) 

Tun Button’s Trie ISBgfamare Be&xeCbrist- 
ms(PG)£«/JI%vnInTI>cBhiakMidwm- 
ter ( 15) Sat 6A5pm. &45pm; Sm 8.43pm 
Bcctkjoice (15) Sun 3pm + Tin Burton’s 
The Nightmare Before Christmas 4.45pm 
Apollo 13 (PG) San 6Jty*n 


Mace Shaftesbury Are (0171-434 0909) 
®PircGre Mon-Sai 73ft I5g7] 23ft £7-£30. 


KMXSBUa 

Jerry Herman^ rmnanbcmttricaL 
PkcatBlp Denman St (369 1734)® Piec Grc. 
Moo-SK7A5[4][7|JJJftfl7-50-015ft 


HcLiiSbg'Ri Hiyli Robin Lefavre direas 
WJliiia OmntirHira't cotnte look *1 men'i 
diangngnda.MofrSg8ian.maBSai4pm. 
ends 13 JanJ&£!35ft oona avaSaUe. 
Arorae Rnad, NW3(M7!-72293C1) 
®Swi*CWE^C. 


BHbdaat On Inina s trees and co nuwad nl 
stocks. D*hK&ig dc«rical goods and cnn>- 
putera, ’Wsdfllau). David Ftyie, Unit 5, 
C bm eh fisnnBuiaiem Centre, Church 
Road, Leekbrenpioa (01242 241111). 

OttaW: BetaH stock of shotguns, airguns and 
counUycbridnsatchcAucticn Gmtre,Pre- 
iton Rd, WNnfc le Wxxh. The (6pm). 
SUrilh Hodddnvcxi A McGmty (01257 
263633). 

(jfcafls u Mti: Orer 11000 
peiis of footwear -ladies', gents’, childrens'. 
jdUes, canus, trahteci, boots, sippets, Tbe 
(llanl). PUk± Auctions, 51 Main Si (0I4S5 
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UK wruaa W — • VN 

Mervyo AGua. The EkxJmac Chapd Mar- 
ket N1 (0171-713 5859) ® AngeL San 9pm, 


S ho w based on tbe Be of Marie UoytL 
Rvwor RaneO Street. WC2(0I71 «6 208) 
® HofccmSan 3Jft£75&£17 Jft 


THEATRE 


WEST END 

Matinees— nfrSun, 

(4): Oid. (5/: Thu, [6J: Hi 17}: Sat 


Baer Ball directs Alan Bmes m Bum. 
Theatre Rend tixpaasbeLSW. (0171-930 
8800)® PtaOre. Moo-Srit 745 WJ7J3JKL 
ends6Jn,£I0i£26. - 
MSS SHOOK 

Theatse ftoed, Dnap Lane CMherino Street. 
'WC2 (0171-494 StkSO) ® Gwcrd Garden. 
Moo-Sat 7.45 [4J71 £830- £30. ■ 


Oa*B OBdarTka Bns Shared Exporfeoce stage 
Eugene OTfcdTs tale of £umly riwtEiy. Mbn- 
Sat 8pm, mats Sat 4pm. ends 16 Dec. £750- . 
£13, eom mlriilB. KObonlOBh Bond, 
NWS (0171-328 1000)® EBnnn. 


fhorerr OuringGrom Road. WC2 (0171- 


369 1733) ® Leic SHTiia G Rd Mao-Sat 
7.45. |5] 3XO.[7J4j)0,f9JCk£Z7ja. 


StJtofck West Street, WC2(0L71-836 
1443)®LcicSq. MofrSatftOft PJ245 [71 
5flO.£8-£ZZ. 


DuA. PsKnca nf hMcs Vbn Dydrt portraas 
of Vbnedn Sarieyaod Goosbe Dq^>.Tbe- 
fti 10sm-5pm T Sal l l«a-5v8n,Soa2poi- 
5pm. ends (4 Jan. £2. ctmcG.free ftktay. 
Gallery Road. SEZI (0181 -693 5250 BR: 
WmOdMchMoifli DubridL 


I jji). is.vjr k’lfjci ii i .I::!!- 


Tanbedake Wmeriboker^sharp drama. 
BuwdCtam Skanc- Square, SW1 (0171-730 
I7A5) ® Skane Sq. 9 Dec, 3 30 & 73ft in rep 
imriJ 6 Jan, £S^£18. cones aaaddite. 


Smmrf Aldwych. WC3 (0171-93U8800) 

® Gwent Garden. Tbe-Hm 80ft Ri 530 & 

8JftS»t5Jfl48JO.[Ij4XIOl£9-£2Sja 

CHS 

NeerLemlon Dnny Lwe. Wt3 (D171-405 
0072fec 4M 4079)® Govern Garden. Mon- 
Sd 7.45, (3H7J iDft £1050-00. 


OCuier: 

■*« Camp H MrOHm Diana Ritt in 
Breda’s talc of survivaL Tbday 2B0 & 7.15 
bfBdton: 

Rnrearetz And Erikbasln In Dnd Matthew 

Francis' prodocrimi of StoppanTi comedy. 

■Bm%ht73a 

Crewfoc 

iSchsrd I Fiona Shaw Kars « rbtr king. 
Tboigta 7JXX 

Obrier & Lyuetwa £73042230. Coaerioe . 
£10J34 Jft Day scan from 10am. South 
Bank (0171-928 2252) BB/® Waterloo. 


Jain Kama New printing inhered by Graham 
Orecue-Hic-Sun !Un^6ptD,ends7Jazi, 
bee. Richmond Road, E8 (0181-5335554) 
BlbGtin bridge Flefcfa. 


Ht M fame-. Esrapi redrtti dUMi U3B-1MS 


Includes worklgy Ntdde, Bcdmann, Klee and 
Bjrfech. MotkSuii lOam-hpw (until 8pm The 


St Wed), ends 21 Jan. £5. cones ©5a 
Belvedere RaaftSEl (0171-9604242) 
BB/OWSdedoo. 


63ft ftiStJUvrSerer MGM L2U. 355 630, 
9.L5 CMtea MGM 125ft 335 bJl. 9.1fk firf- 
Am Rood MGM L155 3. Jft 625 0 J5; Nat- 
dngmCartmti 23ft 530, 830. H.IS (Sat): 
Odeon Kph St Ken 1145 .VJft 635 93ft 
1125am (Sat); tUnai Uxc Sq 1150am. 150. 
55ft 55ft 1145 (Sal); Odnm Marble r\reh 
12.15 w«. 855 Swtn Cut Odron Sat 

1230. 32a 6.15. 9JU, II 35: Sun Uft S3U, 
M5tt3H7Brih9 (rum, 12naon. 1Z50.3 35 
545 63ft 54ft 920 

• U HHK (151 Ttrrapuj cvalne at a group of 
edancaBy nawd teenagers. CTafmi MGM 935 
Shfedeay 4trMGMZA0,5X,SStRKrQn- 
cmi 1U5 tSm), 435 (Sat V 65ft 91)5 1 LSI (Sal) 
HBKlSOFDMDESt 15) RiCy Cinema Sun 3.15 
4- Apocalypre Now 5J*1 


tun Street MGM 930 OoJl: Ptomda(y MGM 
437 3561; SbaBcstrury Avenue MGM &36 
6279; MGM Swh* Centre 437 X**c Unta^ 
ham Gnm Road MGM 6X6148; Uncalera 
MGM 434 f*U2 The WBnema 215 4225: Net- 
ting H3J Oenct 7276703; Odeon Haymar- 
ket S30 7W7; Odeon Hkh Street Kensmglua 
0/426-9/460* Odeoa Leicester Square 930 
-HU 1 Odeon Marble Arch OI426414SOI; 
Odecn Mezzanine 014264I36SX- SMm Cot- 
tage Odeon 014264140*1 Odeon Wsst End. 
LcrotCT Square 930 5252; Plata 0990838940; 
Raem 837 8401 Richmond FdmbooM 0181- 
333 0030: Rnzy Chrcma 7373121: Screen on 
Baker Street 935 2772; Screen on the Green 
236 JS2ft Sawn on the Hm JJ5 Go* UCI 
Whitekyi (WWJB89S0; Wuner Wat End-G7 
4343, 


Alan Aycktioufn'icanedvchrftler. 


Gfcfen/SbanesbmyAvc (0171 -494 5065) 
®PireChchfa>Sm7Jft|4J7I3J*US5tMX 

mmwr 

Sam Mendra’ revival HSondbebn. 
DcvwMrWTfaeut Caifliam Street. WO 
(0171-369 17321® Leic So. Moo^ai 7 Jft 
W) 3JB.ead»2Mar, £12-04. 

OKTRMIOi 

Prtner Edxsnd Ok) ComfVon Sara. Wl 
(U(7!-7348951l®LexSqGtetGRd.Mao- 
Su 7,4ft |7] iOa £1 L5CLE30. 

DOS four 

Revival oTferryJohMon't fair comedy. 

Sana, Strand. WC2 (0171-8368888) 

® Oar X-Moo-Fri JUM. SauU5.[4f 23ft 
[7)5J».£10.£2250. 


Tbe Barbican. : 

A ChiMrec Cant Ian Judge’s production of 
Dickens’ tale. Tbday ZOO A 7 J5 
The Pic 

SM M Nm Dennis ftme* portrays Christ as a 


asm of the pemde. Tbday 100 A 7.15 
Bgrbtean lieacre ftKE24. Tbe Pb £10£J 6- 


BarWcanTheatre JE6424 ,Hk Pit J2CM 
Bariwm Centra. EC2 (0171-638 8891) 


OUffiSf 

LondonMadban ArgyD Street, Wl (0171- 
494 50205038) ® Oxford Greris. Moo^oi 
73ftI4J7J23ft£H«3a 
mPWffiOHffflHEOPEM 

s«o)®Pki wjioa. 

£W3ft 




'-Mriniihwy.Reinsinim contenH of Round- 
wayHoipitd, Devizes, ioduduifi church 
fluminre- chain, ptdpit, ahar ubie- and 
Irictorisoend Gfoarefiaa ftmumre and 
«dSd5 The () Uml. IDiSlcfa Aocrions. 
Okmdtettt teal ’tte&nfc B«se{QlM6 
822577). - - ■ 

Bte Widen, R^UOmi.TWXiaM, Rny- 
don Road (01379 650306V 
SMMli 6 Iridd. Whlmat reserve antiques 
and modern hrnriture and efiecn hum t» 
mridacK one of a woman who Bred 10 
age bf 104.-Wcd(llam). CRShcppord i 
Soil CT Onsmnh 81 (OlTli SI2419V 
BHureN), nrTarfc On-rite conienu of Bil- 
brou^i MaDOf hotel - fu r niture , hold plate 
and entire ccnfeots 0# Idtcben, Monday 
(11 am). Thomson RodrfidtA Laurie 
(0122828939). ■ 

BmtaSps: In rhevitbge hall - inmed ceram- 
ics ("Droden, SbeUey etc), mctoUng ca-amic 
Bpues, gpkL jevreilery and dKcr, cnai 
bares, urtnor, Monday t630pmV Malcolm's 
(01977-684971). 

. M* Safe Ntsriiwwdn: Three coUeduns- Dr 
Who epheuxaa, caddy spoons, and a 
maine coBeaxon af trips’ lamps, com- 
passes, befts. chans and maps: old metal- 
ware, incJutfuig wanning pans character 
jugs, tea and (fanner service* Tbesday 
(930ara). Diddnson Davy and Maridwm. 
Old Courts Raid 1 01652-653666). 

CMm» 150 lots of Russian an. indiKbig 
Livstirrrt Hhe Secretary oT ibe Communis 
Pan cm Harvesting Day". 1952. esi £100- 
COft Ibttcmed by Chramns dcora live items 
and farnhurc, Monday (fipmV Lois Ruad 
Galleries (0171-351 7771V 
Me Three-dqr sale mdudes a Sinclair C5 
two Victnrian pond yachts, 23 dining 
rabies, todsdmg George 01 and Regency. 
40 Ontaaal carpels, scrcniilk Instruments, 
fishing tackle, sdcniilic fautnuncnU. 
ephemera, Tm^toy-Tbursifay ( 1 0 JOam 
itrilyV Loves, 52 Canal Street (01738 
633337). 

faprslaf. Vaacriana. indudh^ a coUccricm of 
antique mid modem jcwcOery, Wsdnesdiy 
(9J0amV Beckon CaMlc Salerooms, Bee- 
stnn Snnrhfieid ((01829-260318). 

Antiques Dade Gmctte (0171-930 4957V 
Govanment Auction News (01 71-353 7300, 
fu hotline 0336423488V ' 


FAIRS 


Whniqtbiff Aittiava. L200 Standi, Sr Mnnin'S 
Msrica, Ed^atten St. Wed (01782 595805V 
fcMtalWwt An o ri ril M. Britannia Head. . 
GrtBrenor Square. Dmdoa Wl, tamonow 

(ADA Jms 0181-979 1585V 

Rmairifa IAmk 300 sciBs. Grartin Halls. 

tomonow (01455233495). 

AMshAMkiHMvtafa 13-25 Chnrdi Street, 
Londcm NW3, tomorrow r 0171-723 6066). 
■rimreia*Ai^aitafcmtChclseaTbwn 
fbft King's Rd. Lmdan SW3 (0181-7R8 
5026). 

MnsAiflqare: Royal AgricnlninJ Haft Vb- 
oeuI Sq. 150 o ddb it up . a ancirio w (0171-254 

40S4V 

Art Dam 120 sulb, Battenea ‘Rwu Hal 
Lavender H8L London SWI L tomonow 
(Deco fans 0181-663 3323V 
Pull last Grand JMqmc Over 1 00 dealer*. 
Piccadilly Hotel, London Wl, lomornw 
(Cemmy Antique Fairs 0171-794 355 LV 
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CONSUMER RIGHTS 
IN EUROPE 


FOR A FREE FACT SHEET 




V 



about -the rights you have in the UK and 
throughput the European Community on: 

package hob'days 
[ *f. unfair contract terms 

1 write to PO Box 9432, 

R London NW 14 WA. 
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WEEK 

AHEAD MONDA 


TUESDAY 



WEDNESDAY 


Rim: Bugsy 9pm C4 (above). He's 
radally, sodally and physically all wrong 
Jxrt Warren Beatty manages to imperson- 
ate gangster ‘Bugsy" Siegel by shere 
force, of personalia (9394 J .. 

Wodern Tims 9.50pm BBC2. Behind 
the scores at John Lewis, Middle Eng- 
land?* department store: of choice but 
also an extraordinary experiment in 
“capitalid: communism" (737416). 

The Betrayed llpra C4. Clive. Gordon's 
take on the war in Chechnya (300597). 


Over ther Water 8pm R2. A rove through 
the modern Irish folk scene presented by 
the singer Mary Black - she’s a little 
gushing in places, but as a whole it’s 
surprisingly enjoyable even for the rton- 
TblK-faiv-. ■ 


THURSDAY 


Frfm: Pacific Heights (John Schfesfoger 
1990 US) 9pm FTV. Terrific Michael 
Keaton is the sitting tenant from hell in. 
dinky couple Melanie Griffith and 
Matthew Modfne's sprawling new house 
in San Francisco (7337). 

Secret Lives: HoWatd. Hughes 9pm C4 
(above). The entrepreneur, movie mogul . 
and aviator who influenced American ; 
Presidents while living with his hair 
halfway down his back, six-inch finger 
nails and a morbid tear of germs (8207). 


White Settlers 7.20pm R4. Organisations 
dedicated to making life uncomfortable for 
English incomers have sprung up. across 
Scotland. Settlers talk about their feelings 
for their adopted country, and activists 
talk about how much they dislike them. 


FRIDAY 


Coo&n's Run 9.30pm BBC2 (above). 
The latest of Steve Coogan’s incarnations 
teams him with Patrick Marber as Nat- 
ural Bom Quizzers, two sociopath ic, 
trivla-ohsessed half-brothers on the run 
halfway through their life sentence for 
murder (82221). 

Film: Pelle the Conqueror (Bille August 
1987 Den/Swe) 1 2am BBC2. It’s tough 
in tum-of-the-century Denmark, but just 
as bad in Sweden as Max von Sydow's 
cowherd and his son discover (526351). 


Cate Days 8 -50pm R4. Simon Parkes 
opens a new series looking at cate society 
across Europe by sampling the ambience . 
in Paris. Re-create the atmosphere at home 
by smoking a few Gauloises and pointedly 
ignoring anybody else in the room. 




BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


&45 BUS The Burning Hffis (Stuart Heisler 1956 -. 
US). Cattieharon grief as a young farmer sets out 
to avenge the murder of his brother (824958). 

8.15 THsMttftimedfa Business (S) (6437294). 

8.30 Breakfast wish Frost (14720). 

930 Promise of His Glory. From the Church of St 
. Thomas of Canterbury in Brentwood (61 71861). 

10.15 SeeHearf (5) (802836). ' 

10.45 Suenos - Wfortd Spanish (1 974107). 

11.00 The 11th Hour (S) (59584). 

12.00 CountryFSe (SJ (65020). 

1230 On the Record (21861). * 

130 EastEhdeis. Omnibus (SJ (1323869),* . 

235 HS Wings of fre Apache (David Green 1990 
US). Ftet-Reagarfite Sp.Gun with hefioppters as 
Nicolas Cage and Tommy Lee .tones chase drugs 
barons and Sean Yburi& of an people, mops their 
brows (5422039).* ■ . 

4.15 The Bookworm. Garrison Kefflorperforms 
extracts tom his new booklS) (248229). * 

4.45 The CtoffiesShowYS) (1273855). *■ . 

5.10 UMinK Appeal on behalf of HorticQtturat 
. . Therapy (5J (3703590). * . ’ ” 

530 Thereat Antiques Hurt (S) (5437590). 4 

6.00 News; Weather (3762131 * 

6.20 Local News (624359JL 

635 Songs of Praise. From Masada the Dead Sea, 
Bethlehem and the Roman»nphitheatre at 
. Caesarea. What a jamrf/S) (521978). * '. 

7.00 list WUflam (S) (3382). * 

7.30 Sports Renew cfibe feat Ttearinuafgatherfag 
- of the Single sweaters® (131261 

930 The Vicar of D&tey (R) CS) (62300). * ' 

1 0-00 News; Weather (952923). * 

10.15 An Evehingv^^PttBrUsSDB^See/^emiv, 
: p32 (2142131 ./ 

1 1 .00 Heart of the Matte. Joan Bateweff aste whether 
therrwairespbrwM^fcrthecawoftheetaerty 
lies with their families, tbeoldthemsetvesor wfth 
the stafe(S) (8658611 • 

11.40 BSB Nobody's Foe* (Evelyn PurceU 1986 US). 1 
ButaborxrtfSngtostayuploretthe^justa 
quietly diverting portrairaf smalltown Arizona 
Irte, wffli Rosanna Arquette as a^waitress with a 
past to live down (958316). * . 

1.20 The Sky at Night The latest news about the 

Galileo probe to Jupiter (10459661 

1.40 Weather (2200237X )p 1.45am. 

RE6I0KS. Sales: 12.00pm Homeland. 5.10 Lifeline. - 
1 40 News. Sfe 235^ Now You're Talking. 
3.20One Man and Hts Dog. 4.05 Our Roving 
• Reporter. 10.15 Seamus Heaney- a 
Celebration 1 1 . 1 5 An Evening with Sir Peter 
Ustinov 12.00 Heart of the Matter. 12.40 
Local News. 12.45 Flftn: Mowers and Shakers. 


7.30 Children's BBC: Tales of the Tooth Fairies 735 
The Adventures of Skippy. 8.00 Raydays 8.20 
Mortimer and ArabeL 8.35 Jackanory. 8.50 
Srtsa 9.05 The Animals of Farthing Vttxxt 9.30 
Skeleton Warriors 9.55 Travel Bug 1025 
Gange Hill 10.50 The Queafs Nose. 11.15 
Weekend Break. 

• 1140 Star Trek (7?) (4544671). * 

1230The Sunday Show. (S) (9152326). 

1.15TheO Zone. Featuring Menswear and Ruth (R) 
(S) (48909497). 

.. 1 30 Around Westminster 195 749). 

. 2.00 Devifish. Giant octopuses (R) (S) (7080297). * 

. 240 BB Five Days One Summer (FfedZinnemann 
1982 US). Elegantly -slow tale of adultery and 
maintain climbing with Sean Connery and niece 
Betsy Brantley arriving in the Swiss Alps of the 
1930s (81276126 J. 

4.15ffunan Rights, Human Wrongs. John Simpson 
introduces a short series of programmes on 
human rigits (SJ (8255300). 

435 Ski Sunday. The Men's Downhill from Val DTsere 
(1779687). 

5.00 Rugby Special. Gloucester vs Western Samoa (5) 
(7855). 

. 6.00 The Triab of Life. David Attenborough again, this 
time explaining courtship (R) (S) ( 7227741 * 

6.50 On the Road Again. Simon Dring runs the 

gauntlet of heavily-armed Islamic militants along 
the Karatoram Highway (SJ (9 88107). * 

730 The WSdemess Yfears. See Preview. p32 (S) 

■ (65 4229). 

8-20 The Money Programme. The price War between 
mobile phone operators Orange, Vbdaphone and 
. CeMnet (433584). * 

9.00 The Mrs Merton Show (SJ (6107). * 

930 ora Out of Africa (Sydney Pollack 1985 US). 
Overacting and a bizarre Danish accent in a 
beautifully photographed Kenya as Meryl Streep 
plays Karen Blixen, terming coffee with alcoholic 
■ Swedish count Klaus Maria Brandauer and taking 
a passing fancy to English adventurer ftobert 
Redford (5) (56410045). * 

12.05 Human Rights, Human Wrongs (/?) (SJ 
(5650985). 

12.15 Baa DreanxMd (Gavin Millar 1985 UK}. 

Charming, intetfigent. Dennis Ratter-scripted look 
at the relationship between the little girl who 
inspired Alice in Wonderland, and its creator, the 
. Reverend Charles Dodgson (terrific Ian Holm). 
(843527).* To 1.45am. 

2.00 The Learning Zone. 7b 6.00am. 

RE6KWS. Wales: 1.30pm Welsh Lobby .2.10 Film: 84 
Charing Cross Road. 3.45 Scrum 5 Live and Ski 
Sunday. Gfc 1 .30pm 29 Bedford Street 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 The Sunday Review. 6.30 News 
and Sport. 7.00 The Sunday Programme 
(68039). 

8.00 Disney Club (SI (9 68097741. * 

10.15 Link. With disabled playwright Susan Hill (S) 
(7642671). * 

1030 This Sunday. Coronation Street's Bill Roache 
continues his quest for the spirit of Christmas. Oh 
joy. Plus, 11.00 Morning Worship from Our Lady 
and St Joseph, Carlisle (SJ (62132). * 

1230 Crosstalk (891 32). 

1.00 News, Weather (48080316). * 

1.10 The South Bank Show. Behind the scenes of 
Coronation Street again (R) (6643316). 

2.10 Opening Shot (SJ (47902707). 

240 mi Cany on Henry (Gerald Thomas 1 970 
UIQ.Sid James is Henry VIII, Joan Sims his wife, 
and Charles Hawtrey plays Sir Roger de 
Lodgerley (4448497) 

4.05 The Sunday Match (5450836). 

5.05.The Practice (2595273). 

535 Jane Asher's 12 Days of Christmas (4624 78). 

6.05 London Tonight (729861). * 

630 News, Weather (70531 6). * 

630 Schofield’s Quest (S) (395). 

7.00 HeartBeaL A new schoolteacher catches Nick's 
eye in the last episode in the series of this hugely 
popular 1960s plod drama (Si) (6273). * 

8.00 The Beatles Anthology. The latest tranche from 
the Moptop archives finds the boys secure in the 
hearts of young Americans, returning home to 
knockout “Help!" and “Yesterday", but the 
hairline cracks are beginning to appear with all 
the pressure to cany on succeeding ($) (8861). * 

9.00 London's Burning (SJ (2497). * 

10.00 In Search of James Bond with Jonathan Ross. 
Paul McCartney, Honor Blackman, Robbie 
Coltrane and Sean Bean help out See Preview, 
p32 (SJ (5584). 

11.00 News, Weather (757373). * 

1135 London Stage 95 (901890). 

1135 BBS Deathtrap (Sidney Lumet 1982 US). 

Blocked Broadway mystery writer Michael Caine 
invites over newcomer Christopher Reeve in order 
to steal his manuscript and pass it off as his own 
in this set-bound but enjoyable screen version of 
Ira Levin's play (99749403). 

2.05 Sledge Hammer! (6628633). 

2.35 Hollywood Report (R) (S) (8012459). 

3.05 Cue the Music. Frank Zappa’s last concert 
performance (5481072). 

4.05 Opening Shot (R) (90428097). 

430 Highdays and Holidays (54977879). 

435 Travel Trails (7 032053J. 

530 News (13701). To 6.00am. 


6.00 BDtz! (R) (2232395). 

635 The Herbs (RJ (7187923). 

7.10 Lift OffO?) (SJ (4167300). 

7.40 The Great Bong (S) (7 232478). 

7.55 The Baby-Sitters Club (7769749). 

835 Where on Earth Is Carmen Sand lego? (S) 
(5316107). 

8.50 Exosquad (SJ (31607741 

9.20 Running the Halls (R) (S) (8797671 1. * 

945 The Pink Panther Show IS) (70445J9). 

10.00 Aaahh!!!! Real Monsters! (S) (7723590). * 

10.15 Saved by the Bell: The New Class (2998652J. * 

10.40 Wise Up. 1 1 to 1 5-year-oids make reportage (SJ 

(8891039). 

11.15 Rawhide (860070). 

12.15 Mission Impossible. Jim’s mission, should he 
choose to accept it, is to stop an underworld 
tyrant kidnapping a witness in a case against him 
(743855). 

1.15 Football ttalia. Juventus vs Sampdoria 
(5 3032297). 

3.30 BBS 12 Angry Men (Sidney Lumet 1957 US). 
Henry Fonda tries to instil some reasonable doubt 
into his fellow jurors in Lumet’s great liberal 
classic (457045J. * 

5.15 Matrix. Computer animation from John Whitney. 
Then News Summary 3nd Weather 1 361 39231. 

530 HoHyoaks. Last Monday's episode. Well, drop 
everything (R) (S) (294). * 

6.00 The Persuaders! Lord Brett Sinclair raises an 
eyebrow when a derelict old mansion he owns 
suddenlyspringstolife(99565). * 

7.00 Equinox. British designers Dick Fbwell and 
Richard Seymour expfain the X-factor behind 
lust-inducing design (S) (4855). * 

8.00 Soviet Echoes. Tenor Ivan Kozlovski and pianist 
Maria Yudina 3nd their relationships with Stalin 
(S)(6403l. * 

9.00 The Last Europeans. Hugo Young closes his 
examination of Britain in Europe with a look at 
how Mrs Thatcher backed Jacques Driers' s 
single market without realising his federal 
ambitions (5799 ). * 

10.00 EOS Kin Me Again (John Dahl 1989 US’. Debut 
feature from the director of The Last Seduction 
pays homage to the Forties film noir. with Joanne 
Whaltey-Mmeras his femme fatale, robbing 
mone y from the Mob (S) (396732). * 

11.50 B23 Le Grand Chemtn (Jean-Loup Hubert 

1 987 Fr). Drama set in the France of 1 95S,and 
starring Antoine Hubert as a young city ooy whe- 
spends the summer with his mother's childless 
friends and discovers the beauty of rural Brittany. 
In French with Engtish sub-titles (243836\ To 
1.50am. 
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Radio 


Radio I 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 2.00 Black on Black: 
Soul on Sunday Live 4.00 UK Top _ 
30 7.00 QueenVAKind ol^Magtc 
8JX) Ratfn 1 Rock Show 10-00 
Andy Kershaw 12J00 Mark Tbn- 
deraV4.QO-6.OQam Clive War ren 

Radio 2 

aasoaetiw ■-■.'.••-I .■ 

7.00am Don Maclean 9J>5 
MichaelAspel 10-3OHayesnn 
Sunday 12.00 DesmontfCarnngtan 

2.00 Benny GreanXSG OevkLJa- ' 
cobs 4.00 Chris SnJ&f$ Rano.Rf r- 
tour 4.30 Smg Someflring Smpte 

5.00 Sunday Soapbox 7.00 Sir Ed- 
ward Heath 830 Sunday HaftHOur 

9.00 Alan Keith 10 JQO tfs AS in 

I- me Name 12.05 Stave Madden" ‘ 

3.00 Ale* Lester - 

Radio 3 

ai;-s24iw:fMj . 

6.35am Open Univeislty. 

7.00 Saaed and Protane. - 

8.55 Choice o» Three. ’ 

9.00 Brian Kay“5 Surrfay Momiire. 

Mozart Symphony Wo 5 in B to 
(K22 }. Graifi^r. Children's 
March: Over The HOIS and Far 
Away Conpcser- of the Vlfeek. 
Copland: Suite The Red Pony 
.(excerpts). Artist ot the Vifeek. 
Stephen Cteobury (or^n>. Widw: 

- Toccata (Symphony No 5). 3adt 
: Concerto ter 4 harpsichords in A 
minor (BWV 10651. Christoto 
de Mtrates: Rarce mihi domste. . 
Iretewt: Concertino ffastttate. 
GeshwinL RiaBo RippJeS: 

Basil* ihe 3ee; Fartinw fegNo 

3. Gkrt de Dijon: Chanterar por 
mon ccralge. German: Three 
Dances (Henry ViiO. MwcsJfo. • 
Oboe Concerto in C rrunot Tso- - 
ewer; Ftawar ikas. Fancfc Sym- 
^joity in Omioflt- Daas. 

12.15 Music Ltssas. 

1.00 News; Fairest Isle Socgbook. 

• • l.IS rarest isfe. . . ; ; 

1.45 The Sunday Concert. London 
Synjrfi&ny OrchestraCoIin Davis. 
BeriKE; Dramatic Synptwnyr 
. Rcmecef JulfeKa 
3 J5 Spirt cfl the Age. 

4 85 B-'itteo Plus- . 

5.45 -The Sunday Featere. Br>»rcda 

-TheSa«3£fr3£*A«Dlim; . 

6^0 Shura Cherkassky {pfflTOi- 
Debussy: Estampes. Sch»naraii 
ftntasrelucte. 0 p'l 3 S . Usit 
Sonata m B msrta. 

1 7J0 The Surefey Play: The Secret 

Ufe. 

30.00 Choir WoriS. 

Li.15 * 12.30 *b Recofo Resaw- - 

. Sopraoc Ebsatoh Sciiwa^SiDp*- . 



Choice 


Satellite 


Fairest Isle meets Cinema 100 in 
Britannia - The Soundtrack 
Album (5.45pm R3), a history of 
film muse in Britain. And public 
service broadcasting meets 
commercial imperatives in Queen: 
A Kind of Magic (left) (7pm Rl), 
a documentary about how the 
group recorded their fast album. 
Warts- and-all doesn't look likely. 


fc*fio4 

aW49KrFfclSfHfclM 
6.00am News Briefing. 

. 6.10 S om et hing Understood. 

&55 Weather. 

740 News. 

7.10 Simday Papers. 

7.15 The LMng World. 

7^40 Sunday 

8.50 The Week’s Good Cause. 

S35 Weathec 

9.00 News. 

9.10 Sunday Papers. 

- 9.15 Letter from America. 

. 9130 Morning Service. 

1005 The Archers. 

. TX-15 Mediunwave. 

IL45 Four Comers. 

12ll5 Desert Island Discs. 

1235 Yrtaihar. 

1.00 The World Ths Weetend. 
U55 Shipping Forecast 

ZOO Gardeners' Question Time. . 
The team tacMe horttcutturaf 
questions. \ 

230 The Ctassic Serial: Barratry 
Fudge. (2/3). . 

330 Pick' of the Week. 

4.15 Anafysfc. 

5.00 News; La Mia ttalia. Cl/4). 
530 Pbetry Please! Thomas Hardy 

Cl/2). 

5JjO Shipping Forecast- 

5.55 Weathec 

6.00 Six ffCm Nws. 

6.15 Letters from Ireland. Maeve 

Binchy considers whether the 
Irish still haw a way with wonts. 
630 In Business. Peter Day reports 
cn taw Bangalore In southern 
India has become a worfd-dass . 
centre for ftHecft electronics. 
730 Ouldren’s BBC Radio A-. PBter 
. Pan. (2/4). 

730 Artists and Admirers. {3/31 - 

8.00 (FM) FM: The Nafura! History 
Programme. 

■ 8 J» (UW Suenos - World Span- 
ish. 8.45 The French Experi- 
ence. 9-15 Start Stories in 
French. 930 When In Italy 

•830 (FM) Strong impressions, tot- 

Sir Roy Strong vs& Ludlow, for- 
mer capital of Wales. 

9.00 (FM) Vietnam Revisited. 

930 (FM) Costing the Earth. 

.10.00 News. 

‘ 10.15 Medicine Now. 

10.45 Eureka. .- 


11.25 In Committee. 

11.45 Seeds at Faith. 

1230 News. 

1230 The Late Story: Nightgown. 
12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

1.00 As Yitorid Service. 

Radio 5 

KB3.9BMZIM 

ELOSaro Straig?« Up 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Sunday 
with Mair 1135 Special Assignment 

12.00 Midday Edition 12.15 The 
Big Byte 1.05 Hold the Front Page 
135 ttxr Cannot Be Serious' 230 
Sunday Sport 6.05 Jim and the Doc 

7.00 News Extra 735 The Acid Test 

8.05 Head to Head 835 Word Up! 

9.05 Dallyn Worldwide 10.05 Was 
Nagasaki Necessary? 1035 Crime 
Desk 11.00 Night Extra 12.05 
N&itcall 2.05 Up All Night 5.00- 
SiKtom Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

(10W-10I3»feF» 

6.00am Sarah Lucas. 9.00 Classic 
Romance. 12-00 Celebrity Choice. 
LOO Alan Mann. 3.00 Masterclass. 
Elgar: Little Serenade in E minor. 

4.00 Robert Booth. 7.00 Book 
Browse. 8.00 Evening Concert 
Haydn: Insansa at vawe curae. 
Janacek: Suite tor Strings. Debussy: 
Danse Sacree, Danse Profane. Fau- 
re: Cantique de Jean Racine. Dvo- 
rak: Serenade tor Strings. 10.00 
Howard’s Week. 12.00 Andre Leon. 
430-6.00ain Mark Griffiths. 

Virgia Radio 

0Z15. U97 1260bi? IK W5 l 8M& fill 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 10.00 
Graham Dene 230 Nicky Home 

6.00 Mitch Johnson 10.00 Howard 
Pearce 2J30-6.0Qam Robin Banks 

World Service 

1I39&IS) 

1.00 Warid News 1.10 Press Re- 
view 1.15 Animals of Power 1.30 
Anything Goes 2.00 Newsday 230 
Composer of the Month 3.00 wend 
Mats 3.15 Sports Roundup 330 
Jazz tor the Asking 4.00 Newsdesk 
430 Off the Shelf: Mfcfdletnarch 

4.45 Animals of Power 5.00 News- 
day 530 Andy KBshaw. 


SO OK 

7.00am Hour of fairer (75774). 

8.00 Ghoul-Cashed (5336S7). 
1030 Shoot! (8075&. 11.00 
Postcards trom the Hedge 
(44316). LOO The Hit MU 
(46497). 2.00 Dukes of Hazard 
(42774). 3.00 Star Trek: Vbya^r 
(5 5671). 4.00 WWF Action Zone 
(41478). 5.00 Great Escapes 
(1836). 530 Mighty Morphm 
Power Rangers (J942C 6.00 The 
Simpsons (8855). 7.00 Beverly 
HUES 90210 (74294). 830 Star 
Trek: Vpyager (83942). 9.00 
Highlander (70478). 10.00 Rene- 
gade (73565). 11.00 LA Law 
(83565). 12.00 She Wotf 
(94237). 1.00 Comic Strip Live 
(75237). 2.00-6 .00am Hit Mix 
Long Play (75237). 

sawoES 

6.00am Showcase (70887). 

8.00 Barry Lyndon (1975) 
(408107 L 11.00 The Butler 
Cream Gang in the Secret at Trea- 
sure Mountain (1993) (50958). 
1230 Robin Hood: Men m Tights 
(1993) (50958). 235 A Christ- 
mas to Remember (1978) 
(958584). 4.00 Call of the WiW 
(1993) (958584). 530 Live and 
Ltf Die (1973) (958584). 8.00 
The Beverly HIBOilHes (1993). 
(64756). 930 Robin Hood: Men 
m Tights (19931. (222478). 

11.10 The Movie Show 
(457381). 11.40 Love Field 
(1992) (226229). 135 Chantilly 
Lace (1993) (618256). 335 Out 
Of Darkness (1994) (618256). 
435-6-OQam The Butter Cream 
Gang In toe Secret of Treasure 
Mountain (1993) (618256). 

HOWE DUMB. 

6.00am Quebec (1951) (70869.1 

8.00 Courage ri Lassie (1946) 
(68768). 10.00 Dennis (1993) 
(43300). 12.00 A Young Connecti- 
cut Yantee in King Arthur's Court 
(1994) (54519). 2.00 Cheyenne 
Warrior (1994) (68687). 4.00 
MacGwen The Lost Treaswe of At- 
lantis (1994) (90451 630 Dennis 
(1993) (75923). 8.00 Sommersby 
(1993) (87768). 10.00 Assault at 
VteSf farad 994) (290519). 
1135 Jack the Bear (1993) 
(4170391 1.15 Saigon (1?88> 
(648362). 3-00-6.00am Judg- 
ment N&t (1 993) (648362). 

9(T HOMES GOLD 

12.00pm Anne Cf Graen Gables 
(1934) 1648362). 1-20 Doctor 
Doffltfc (1967) (648362). 3.45 1 
Rementoer Mama (1948) 
(648362). 6.00 Hotel (1967). 
(4S86J). 8.00 The Big Easy 


(1987) (5 4478). 10.00 Scandal 
(1989) (10590). 12.00 Theatre 
ot Blood (1973) (305904). 1.45- 
330am From Hell to Victory 
(1979) (402782). 

OK (SOLD 

7.003m Lassie (29527). 730 Go- 
ing tor Gold (29527). 8.00 Spring 
aid Autumn (29527). 830 And 
Mother Makes Five (29527) 9.00 
When the Boat Ccn*es In <29527 ). 

10.10 Dr Who (29527). 12.00 
The Dawson Watch (29527) 

1230 It Airft Half Hot Mum 
(29527). LOO Him: Without a 
Ctoe (295271 235 The Bffl Om- 
nibus (29527). 5.15 Bessac 
(29527) 630 Some Mothers Do 
•Aw 'Em (29527). 7.00 The Pad 
Daniels Magic Show (295271. 

830 Howards' Way (29527). 9.00 
Minder (295271 1035 The Bob 
Monkhouse Show (2S527). 1L15 
Special Branch (29527). 12.15 
The Mad Death (295 27). 1.15 
Public Eye (295271 Z.lQ-7.00am 
Shopping ar Night (29527). 

SV SHOTS 

7.00am The Winning Rost Special: 
The Hong Kong Cup (1204 51 

9.00 Rrripwde Boxing (9/0/01 
11X10 WaTErsporfe World 0/3/61 

12.00 Goals on Sunday <447491 
130 Hold the Back Page (562791 
230 Vltortd Soccer Magazine 
0584). LOO Football: Noto'ngram 
Forest v Astw Villa (/5S4J. 71X3 
The Big League (30497). 9.00 
NFL Oakland Raider; v Pittsburgh 
Steeles (342942). 12D0-2.00am 
Football Special (522751 

SW SHOTS 2 

730am Soccer Extra (608ZQ) 

11.00 Sports Unlimited 160850). 
1230 RUgty Union Update 
(608501 230 Pool (60850). 530 
Teachers Pub Quiz (6QS5Q1 530 
Sneuitxsrd lour (60850.1 630 
Golf (608501 730 Pod (60850). 
1130 Srewboerd lour (60850). 
1130 Powerboat VNtortd (6085QI. 
12.00-1 30am Golf (60850). 

EUROSTOKT 

730am Freestyle Skiing 
(86294). 830 Alpine Skfmg 
(83403). 930 Live Alpine Skiing 
(46958). 11.00 Crosscountry 
Skfmg (84076). 12.30 live 
Freestyle Skiing (J9497). 2.00 
Live Ejqufistranism (2667 1). 

4.00 Ski Jumping (983001 . 5.00 
Prime Time Boxing Special 
(9497). 6.00 Snooker (62010). 

7.00 Live Snooker (25565). 

9.00 Aerobics (27300). 10.00 
Body Building (54367J. 11.00 
Marathon i2J 749.1 12.00 Euro- 
fan (87324). 


Pastimes 

Chess William Hartston 


Perplexity 


No-one better understood 
the merits of bad positions 
than Emanuel Lasker, who 
was world champion from 
IS94 until 1921. 

The diagram, with Lasker 
playing White against Tar- 
rasch in Berlin 1916, shows 
how badly he had been out- 
played in the early stages: his 
bishop is dead wood, his Q- 
sidc pawns stifled, and 
Black's knight is powerfully 
placed. Most players as 
While would resign them- 
selves to defeat. For Lasker 
the fight was just beginning. 

He continued l.Rabl Rf6 
2.Rb5! b6 (l .Rxfl first is 
better) 3.Rbbl Rxfl 4. Rxfl 
Rd8 5.h4! Rdb 6.g5! (Just in 
time to prevent Black's 
intended Rf6. Note how bb 
was induced to stop the rook 
switching over to ab.) 
6...hxg5 7.hxg5 fb S.Rgl 
frg5? 9Jixg5 Nd7? (realising 
that 9...Kfb lO.Rgl g5 is 
strong!)' met by Rfl+ and 


Bridge Alan Hiron 


N-S game: dealer South 
North 

♦ K J9 

103 
0 75 3 

♦ A K 10 7 

jst East 

763 45 2 


±tt 

‘ H ±± 

? max 

i y.x 

.. 

a 

R£5. Black switches pians. 
with disastrous results.) 
10x5! bxc5 ll.Bb5 Kfb 
12.Rgl NfS I3.a4 Rbb 
14.KJ3 Nh7 J5.Kc4. Whites 
bishop is transformed and 
his pawns dangerously 
mobile. Plav continued 
!5...Ng5 16.Rg4 Nl7 17.Kxc5 
Nh6 1 S.Rgl g5 19.a5 Rdb 
20.Be2 Kgb 21.c4 NgS 
22.Ba4 Ne7 23.Beb Rab 
24.Kb5 Rdb 25.RH1 ab+ 
26.Kc5 and the threat of 
Rb7 left Black helpless. No 
wonder Lasker was once 
accused of witchcraft. 


West East 

♦763 452 

?AKQ8b42<r'none 
OK OJI0PS64 

♦52 +J9643 

South 

♦A OlO 8 4 
«?97 5 
0 A Q 2 
♦ 08 

This deal should have been a 
simple example of counting. 


Mixed doubles: 

The following sentence 
conceals three answers 
linked by a common theme: 

Lower ape figure meant 
nipple trap 

.41/ you have to do to find 
the answers is to group the 
six words into three pairs, 
then rearrange the letters 
within each pair. 

Entries (by 21 December) 
to: Saturday Pastimes, the 
Independent. I Canada 
Square. Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don E 14 5DL. A copy of the 
Chambers- Lurousse Desk 
Reference Encyclopedia 
awaits the winner. 

25 November answer. 

Tony Blair. Each card rep- 
resented a letter of the 
alphabet: ♦2=a. ♦3=b. 
through to vA=z; hearts 
and spades for capitals. 
Winner. Lestev Edens. 


but only three Souths in a Geld 
of eight - all. surprisingly in the 
same contract in a teams event 
-saw the point. 

South opened One Spadc 
and West pre-empted with 
Four Hearts. A double by 
North would have yielded a 
small but inadequate plus 
score but. whether their part- 
nerships were playing five- 
card majors or dol ail the 
North players advanced to 
Four Spades. The early play 
was straightforward and uni- 
versal: declarer played off five 
rounds of trumps and fol- 
lowed with the three lop clubs. 
As the jack of clubs had not 


fallen, it seemed to most 
Souths that the diamond fi- 
nesse represented the only 
hope. We>l took his lung and 
had a heart left to defeat the 
contract by two tricks. 

Can you follow the reason- 
ing of l he successful declarers 
who scorned the diamond fi- 
nesse? Remember, the deci- 
sion in the diamond suit had 
only to be taken at trick 12. 
When the diamond was ted 
from dummy. East was known 
10 hold the missing jack of 
clubs, so. when he followed 
suit with the jack of diamonds, 
ihe king of diamonds was 
bound to fall from West. 
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The big picture 

Mutiny on flie Bounty 

Sat 8pm G4 

The dissent behind the cameras almost 
rivalled what they were filming in Lewis 
Milestone's 1962 version of Mutiny on 
the Bounty. Marlon Brando was at his 
most primadonna-ish for the re-make of 
the 1935 Charles Laughtorv'Clark Gable 
classic, demanding endless re-writes and 
getting through no fewer than three 
directors for a lavishly-shot work that 
ultimately bombed at the box-office. 
However, if you can ignore his 
preposterous accent, Brando makes a 
suitably indignant Fletcher Christian 
opposite Trevor Howard's BItgh. 


Television preview 

RECOMMENDED VIEWING THIS WEEKEND 
by Gerard Gilbert 



A n effective -if potentially exhaasimg— way of test- 
ing the success of aqy “entertairunent.show” is to 
watch it last thing at night before bed. Thus relaxed, 
you’re juo an ideal state to test your pulse and brain- 
wave movement -and if you Sad the heartbeat raised, 
the mind racing and generally unfit for sleep, you know 
you’ve been watching a winner. If, on the other hand, 
you find yourself staring at your fingernails and won- 
dering if they need a snip- well, you know what you’ve 
been watching, and it doesn’t smell nice. 

LettcmumandDm'tFc^gei'iburTcxiihbnjshaiebodi 
winners on this basis. Don't Give Up the Day Job and 
now Jack JOee's Saturday Night (Sat ITV), ensure a 
thorough manicure. It’s not for lack of talent Satur- 
day Night is a variety show. The link man is Jack Dee. 
and the first guests indude the dance troupe Stomp, 
comedian Lee Evans and the pop group Pulp. It's the 
backward-looking variety-show format that’s a prob- 
lem. Presumably -as the title suggests -this is a nod 
to Sunday Night at the Palladium, but television variety 
has come on a long way from those music-hall roots - 
and the effect is distancing try modem standards. 


That - and the fact that deadpan Jadk Dee Is next to 
useless as an inter-act cheerleader. Befog cast against 
type might be good for a gag, but it seems a danger-, 
ous idea for a series. 

Havingsaid that, Sir Peter Ustinov is probably even 
in ore deadpan than Jack Dee, but then An Evening with 
Sir Peter Ustinov (Sun BBCl) is noteacactiy a whoop- 
'em-up kind of show, ft sounds Eke one of those cheesy 
celeb love-ins that ITV inflicts on us from time to time, 
but the truth is that this is Ustinov’s well-boned, well- 
travelled road show - a sort of extended after-dinner 
speech - playing to an appreciative paying public in 
Tbroato. His urbane, pass-the-port autobiographical 
vignettes are peppered with enough showbiz anecdotes 
(Gielgud, Olivier, Alec Guinness.) to dazzle the pun- 


Tx Sat 8.05pm BBC2 
jack Dw’s Saturday Ifigbt Sat 9pm fTV 
. The WiWemess Years Sun 7^QpmBBC2 
In Search of James Bond with Jonathan Ross Sun IQpm ITV 
An Evening with Sir Peter Ustinov Sun 10.15pm BBCl 

adpan Jade Dee is next to like a trampoline. At its core, this is a bog-standard 
deader. Befog cast against IcKatkxH^port-a^ but Ross has obviously 

ag, but it seems a danger-. beenfrandeda&stk^coniact5bctofc,asheherdsafl. 

five James Bonds before a camera. Yes, even poor old 
r Ustinov isprobabiy even Oeoigp Lazenby. tbe Australian who played the ulti- 
i, but then An Evening with mate- Englishman and now speaks'pure Californian — ■ 
Jl) is npt-exaedy a wboop- and who came to bitteriy regret ever quitting that face, 
ids like one of those cheesy The excellent The (Sun BBC2) 

Ison us from time to time, continues by documenting Ooe of the most shameful 
Jsrinov’s well-boned, well- periods in foe LabourPart/s history - the six months 
t of extended after-dinner in 1981 when Tbxteth and Brixton burned, ajftiople s 
redative paying public in March for Jobs snaked its .way through Britain and 
Lhe-port autobiographical Mrs Thatcher’s deeply unpopular government looked 
»-no n gh showbiz anecdotes as tottery as Mdnaeur Juppfs dors today; And what 
iiness) to dazzle foe pun- did foe Labour Party do? They put all their energy 


teis, and includes a particularly fine imitation of Adolf in to a deputy leadership contest between Tbny Bean 


Hitler’s body language. 

Better an evening with. Sir Peter Ustinov than one 
hour-lb Search of James Bond with Jonathan Ross (Sun 
ITV), in which Ross proves once again whata resource- 
ful journalist he is, stretching thin material to break- 
ing point, and then bouncing up and down an.it 


antfDeois Healey. . 

Finally, Xx (Sat BBC2) has an intriguing tale of what 
happened when Chairman Mao’s Cultural Revolution 
hit the Beijing Central Gfosovatory, and students of 
Badi and Beethoven became revplutionaty Red Gua^. 
The veneer of dvfljsatioa has rarely looked thinner. ; 



The big race 

Ski Sunday v 
-Sun 4.25pm BBC2 . • 

David Vine, the man .with the best job . 
In television, dons his gaudy anorak and; 
goes downhill again for a new series of 
Stf Sunday. Vine, who-has presented 
;the.showslnce 1978 butls said not to 
dip on the skis himself, is this week ’. . 
steping off to Val D’lsera for. the opening 
men’s downhill of the European season. 
The camera attadied.to a skier's ankle . 
_ gives a good impression of the bravery 
.{or recklessness) required. Now his 
brother Marlin has retired, Graham Bell 
. (above) is left alone to carry the mantle 
of Valiant British Loser. 




BBCl 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


725 News; Weather (5656731). 

7.30 Children’s BBC: SuperTed 7.40 Willy Kg 8.05 
The Addams Family. 

8 JO The New Adventures of Superman. Clark finally 
asks Lois for a date (R) (1 921538). * 

9.15 Live and Kfcfdng. Fbul Bradley (Nigel from 
EastEnda s) and Phillip Schofield guest (S) 
(84268731). 

12.12 Weather (8770489). 

12.15 Grandstand. 1220 Football Focus. 12.55 Racing 
from Haydodc 1.00 the Ftetras Handicap Steeple 
Chase. 1.10 News. 1.20 Racing from Haydodc 
1.30 the Tote Multibet Handicap Hurdle Race. 

1 .40 Skiing: early action from Val d'lsere in France 

1.55 Racing from Haydodc 2.00 the Tommy 
Whittle Steeple Chase. 2.10 Skiing. 225 Racing 
from Haydodc 2.30 the BBC Television 40th 
Anniversary Handicap Hurdle Race. 2.45 Rugby 
League: live coverage of one of the top quarter- 
final ties in this season's Regal Trophy. Kick-off at 
3.00. 3.45 Fbatball Half-Times 3.55 Rugby 
League. 4.40 Final Score (37839880). 

520 News, Weather (6898793). 4 

530 Local News, Weather (631118). 

535 Dad's Army. The Wlalmlngton-on-Sea Spitfire 
Fund Carnival (R) (1 78083). •* 

6.05 Jim Davidson's Generation Game. African dance 
troupe Adzido are the guests (5) (685732). * ' 

7.00 NoeTs House Party (S) (956151). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Michael Ball is 
Anthea's lithe helper {22206 4). 

8.05 Casualty. A boxing coach's irresponsibility leads to 
grief, and a lovesick student nearly kills her ' 
ex-boyfriend (S) (771 712).* 

835 News and Sport; Weather (Followed by National 
Lottery Update) (538422). 

9.15 QS She Says She’s Innocent (Charles Condi 
1991 US). Good, gra^’em tebiofa titie for no- 
nonsense telly movie fare about a pregnant mum 
(Katey Saga!) and her teenage daughter, who is 
suspected of murder after one of her school friends 
is killed in a feud (S> (908278). * 

10.45 Match of the Day. Chelsea vs Newcastle United, 
which just so happens to be a rehearsal far the FA 
Cup Third Round (S) (6758828). 

11.50 The Stand Up Show. With Northern Ireland 
come dian Owen O'Neill fS) (222248). 

1220 B9EI Beneath the Planet of the Apes (Ted ftist 
1970 US). The first sequel to Planet of the Apes 
was poorer than the Chariton Heston original, but, 
compared to what came after, a masterpiece. 
James Franciscus plays another astronaut out of 
time, who crash-lands amongst the chimps 
(551107). 

1-55 Weather (2 221 720). To 2.00am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 4.55pm Wales on Saturday. 5.30 
Wales on Saturday. Nl: 5.00pm Northern 
Ireland Results. 5.30 Inside Ulster News. 1.55 
Inside Ulster News. 


’ 8.05 Open University: Preparatory Maths. 820 The 
Developing ViforWL 8.45 Traffic Futures. 9.10 
British Car Transplants. 935 Wbmen in Science 
and Technology (1401 731). 

IQ. 00 Chanakya. Drama series (6585165). 

10.40 Video Byte. Asian pop (5) (6795199). 

10.50 Network East (S) (5256644). 

11.20 Bollywood or Bust (5) (7677286). 

1130 Film 95 (5) C71551 70). * 

1220 By Day, by Night (R) (8758267). 

1230 The Europeans (542271 1 8). 

12A0 hwa Saturday Matinee: Assauft on a Queen 
(Jack Donohue 1966 US). Frank Sinatra displays 
again his lack of discernment at taking mwie 
roles, with this lame robbery caper in which 
Sinatra and chums refloat a Nazi U-Boat and use 
it to p lunder an ocean liner 02 739847). * 

225 E2B Saturday Matin&s Robin and the Seven 
Hoods (Gordon Douglas 1 964 US). Frank Sinatra 
and his Rat Rack cronies - Dean Martin, Bing 
Crosby and Sammy Davis Jr- loosely translate 
the Robin Hood story to Prohibition-era Chtoacp 
(222538). 

425 Best of Esther. Cross-dressers (R) (S) (9764731). 

435 The Oprah Winfrey Show (8) (6755606). * 

535 TOTP2(5) (989903). 

620 One Man and His Dog. The first semi-final in the 
singles competition. Carft wait for the formation 
doubles (S) (229373). * 

7.05 News and Sport; Weather (5681 18). * 

720 Assignment. Exclusive interview with Chechnya's 
President Dudayev, one year after Boris Yeltsin 
sent his troops in (884624). * 

8.05 Tk. Classical musicians who became Red Guards. 
See Preview, above (8125248). * 

930 Screen Itooe A Wry Open Prison. Another 
showing for Guy Jenforfs enjoyable drama - 
conceived, commissioned, shot and screened in 
just eight weete - in which Tom Wilkinson's 
Home Secretary struggles to secure his job after 
three high-security inmates escape his new high- 
security, flagship jail (R) (S) (952267). * 

1025 Have I Got News for You. PJ O’Rourke and Craig 
Charles from last night (S) (301606). 

1035 Later with -tools Holland. Van Morrison is a guest 
(S) (6745354). 

12.00 BB3 The Cotton Club (Frands Coppola 1984 
US). Visually stunning evocation of the Exhibition 
era, which certainly stormed the actors - Richard 
Gere, Gregory Hines, Bob Hoskins -who walk 
about with the dazed expressions of stars who 
know they a re secondary to the set and the dance 
routines (3 8276749). * To 2.10am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 720pm Making CapHal.7.40 Tales 
from the Capital. 7.45 A Bute of a Place. 8.10 
Zobaczyc Cardiff. 8.55 I Am What I Am. 9.50 
Capital Questions. 10.40 The Welshman, the Day 
and the Movie. 10.50 Film.- Tiger Bay. 1235 Tx. 

1.55 Later with Jools Holland. Nl: 6.20pm One 
Man and His Dog. 


Radio 


Satellite 


Radiol 

i376-99.SUbfM) 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1220 Danny Baker 
230 JoWhiley 4.30 Black on 
Black: In Concert 5.00 Black on 
Black: Sound System 7.00 Love- 
grrove Dance ftuly with Danny 
Rampling 9.00 Radio 1 Rap 
Show 12.00 The Essential Tour 
Live m Hastings 4.00-6.00am 
Lynn Parsons 

Radio 2 

uS-SOH-fW 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Judi Spfere 12.00 
Hayes on Saturday UO Change 
at Oglethorpe 2.00 Martin Keinar 
on Saturday 4.00 Nick Barra - 
dough 5.00 Gloria Upstaged! 

6.00 Reading Music 7.00 Comedy 
Classics 7.30 Scrooge - The Musi- 
cal 10.00 David Jacobs 1030 
Shentian Morley 12.05 Sue Mc- 
Garrv 4.00-6. 00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

isor-s: antra) 

7.00am Record Review. With 
Jonathan Swain. Rossini: Over- 
ture: The Barter of Seville. 
Rachmaninov: Sonata No 2 In 
B flat minor. Wagner: Overture; 
Bacchanal. Kuhlau: Bute Quin- 
tet m A. Op 51 No 3. Walton: 
Symphony No 2 (Bournemouth 
SCi'Litton). 

9.00 Building a Library. To cele- 
brate her 80th birthday. John 
Sleane surveys all the available 
recordings by soprano Elisa- 
beth Schwarzkopf. 

10.15 Record Release Szy- 
manowski: Sonata, Op 9. 
Janacek: String Quartet No 1 
(Kreutzer Sonatal. Prokofiev: 
Five Melodies. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Passions. Michael 
Berkeley talks to Marjorie Wal- 
lace. director of the mortal 
health charity SANE. 

1.00 News; Young Screenwriters 
- Hollywood in the 90s. (3/5). 

1.25 Vintage Years. Richard Wig- 
more concludes his exploration 
of me recorded legacy of the 
Gentian tenor Fritz Wunderlich. 
Schumann; Dtchterttebe. Schu- 
bert: Die Scheme MiiHenn (Hu- 
bert Gtesen, piano). Plus 
extracts from Mozart's Die Za- 
uberiloie, Strauss's Daphne 
and Ltecter by Beethoven and 
Strauss. 

3 -25 Young Artists’ Forum. Anna 
Marktand Introduces a final se- 
lection of music from respected 
young performers which in- 



Choice 


A new season of operas Live from 
the Met (6.30pm R3) opens 
tonight with Kurt Weill's ( /eft) The 
Rise and Fall of the City of 
Mahagonny. All your old favourites 
return; the ever-popular Opera 
Quiz, suave announcer Peter Allen, 
and chief conductor James Levine, 
this season celebrating 25 years 
at the Met 


dudes the first performance of 
a BBC Commission by Julian 
Philips, played by the Chinook 
Clarinet Quartet; Debussy and 
Chopin performed by Jamie 
Walton (cello) and Daniel 
Grimwood (piano); and music 
by Bach (arr. Busoni). Chopin 
and Albenlz performed by pi- 
anist Christian McKay. During 
the interval Andrew Spading 
examines the commissioning 
process from the viewpoint of 
the composer: 

5.00 Ja zt Record Requests. 

5.45 Musk: Matters. Ivan Hewed 
surveys books about the life of 
Henry Purcell released in his 
tercentenary yean 

630 Live from the Met. The Rise 
and Fall of the City of Ma- 
hagononny. Kurt Weill's opera 
In three acts based on the text 
text by Berthow Brecht Cast 
includes Heiga Oemesch (mez- 
zo), Kenneth Riegel (tenor). 
Timothy Noble (baritone), Tere- 
sa Stratas (soprano), Gary 
Lakes (tenor), Richard Versalle 
(tenor), Alan Held (baritone), 
Chorus and Orchestra of the 
Metropolitan Opera. New 
York/James Levine. See Choice. 

935 Bach Cello Suites. Suite No 
4 In E flat (BWV 1010). Intro- 
duced and played by Yo-Yo Ma. 

10.25 Blue Skies. Steve Jones 
considers how the properties of 
magiet&n hare captured the 
imagination of both scientists 
and artists. 

10.55 Impressions. Brian Morton 
is joined by Afyn Shiptan to 
discuss recent additions to the 
jazz bookshelf. 

1230 ■ l.OOam The Hi-Oe-Ho 
Man. Afyn Shiptan traces the 
early progress of bandleader 
Cab Caltoway. (1/6). 

Radio 4 

6Z.4^aHr%138H;Un ' 

6.00am News Briefing. 

5.10 Farming Today 


630 Prayer for the Day. 

635 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

11.00 News; The Week in West- 
minster. With Michael White of 
The Guardian. 

1120 Euraptilla. David Walter 
presents a profile of the Greek 
prime minister Andreas Papan- 
draou. 

12.00 Money Ban. 

1225 I'm Sorry I Haven't a Clue. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Panel fists 
are Sir Nicholas Lyell MR; Ken 
Lhriiq^tune MR; Chris Haskins, 
chairman of Northern Foods; 
and Ann Leslie, special corre- 
spondent for the Dally Mail 

135 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse: Tunes 

of Glory. 

4.00 News; Strong Impressions. 

, Sir Roy Strong travels to the 

martket town of Ludlow, the 
former capital of all Wales. 

430 Science Now. 

5.00 FUe or 4. 

5.40 Queenan Country. 

530 Shipping Forecast 

5J55 Weather 

6.00 Six ffOock News. 

625 Week Ending. 

630 Ad Lib. Robert Robinson 
teams the tricks of the stunt- 
man's trade. 

720 Kaleidoscope Feature, fan 
McMillan reflects on the fickle- 
ness of popularity and fashion 
in 20th-century artistic life. 

730 Saturday Nfcht Theatre: 
Journey to the Centre of the 
Earth. 

920 Music in Mind, 

930 Toi to Ten. 

939 Waathec 

10.00 News. 

1035 Word of Mouth.. RusseS 
Davies surfs the internet (4/6). 


10.45 Eight of the Bed. Geogra- 
phy teacher Marjorie Roby ex- 
amines the mysteries of 
glaciers with her class. 

11.00 Personal Records. Ray- 
mond Blanc tails about his 
record collection. ( 2 / 6 ). 

1130 The Chronicles of Clovis. 
Adapted from stories by the 
Edwardian writer Saki. (5/6). 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: Andrzej, 
the Polish Poet by Carl Tighe. 

' 12.46 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As World Service. 

Radio 5 

(693, 909Uz MH} 

635am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 935 Kershaw 
and Whittaker 11.05 Top Gear 
1135 Crime Desk 12.00 Midday 
Edition 12.15 Sportscalt 135 - 

Sport on Five 6.06 Ste-O-Sbc 
735 Straight Up 8.05 Clear the 
Air 835 Daltyn on Saturday 
10.05 The Treatment 11.00 
Night Extra 12.05 After Hours 
230 Up Ail Night 5.00-6.00am 
Mom fog Reports 

Classic FM 

QOGJMOlJHHzHB 

630am Sarah Lucas. 930 Classic 
Oountdwm. 1230 Classic Garden^ 
Forom. 130 Alan Mam 330 The 
Safaitby Atematire. 630 Classic 
America. 730 Vitold Opera Season. 
VerdL S Trovatare. Leontyne Price, 
Franco Coreff, GtuDeHa SJmionata, Et- 
trre Basbanini, Vienna Philharmonic 
OrdtesbalHarbert von Karajan. 10.00 
Classic Quiz. 1230 Andre Leon. 

4.00 Oasac Countdown. 530- 
fxOOam Michael Fanstone. 

Virgin Radio 

0215. 1 l97-I2BB<Hz HT 1053UK; FH) 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 

Russ & Joncfe Greatest Hits. 

10.00 Richard SWrmer 2.00 Mark 
Forrest (including Virgin Crunch ia 
Album Chart) 6.00 Mitch Johnson 
10.00 Robin Banks 2.00- 
6.00am Howard Pearce 

World Service 

nswfeon 

130 World News 1.10 Pre9S Re- 
view 1.15 Soundbyte 130 From 
Our Own Correspondent 130 
Write On 2.00 Newsday 230 ■ 
The Ed Stewart Shaw 3.00 World 
News 3.15 Sports Roundup 330 
Fourth Estate 3.45 Science View 
330 Waveguide 4.00 Newsdesk 
430 Short Story 4«4S The Mufti- 
track Sessions 5.00 Newsday 
530 Praise of God. 


SKY ONE ' 

730am Ftetcards from the Hedge 
(55354). 9.00 GhouJ-Ushed 
(8862671 1120 Shoot! (298281 

12.00 WWF Mania (55052). LOO 
The Hit Mx (14460). 230 Warder 
Vttaman (47847). 330 Growing Ftoins 
(5280. 330 Family Tw (2828). 400 
Kung Fu, the Legend Continues 
(23921) 5.00 The Vbung Indiana 
Jones Chronicles (65381 6.00 WWF 
Superstars (55010. 7.00 Robocop 
(595571 830 VR3 (35977) 930 
Cops (239851 930 The Serial Katas 
(92581) 1030 Dream On (781701 
1030 Tales from the Crypt (9 4118) 
1130 The Movie Show (73480) 

1130 Forever Knitfrt (11731). 1230 
WKRP in Cincinnati (96132) 130 
Saturday Njgflt Live (78942) 230- 
6.00am HU Mix Long Play (7181565). 

SW BOWES 

6.00am Showcase (568801 8.00 
Farewed My Lovely (1944) (38199). 
1030 Toys (1992) (97793). 1230 
To My Daughter (1991) (11422). 

2.00 Visors of Terror (1994) 
(957624). 3A0 Death on the Nile 
(1978) (26401441) 6.00 Toys 
(1992). Fantasy with Robin Wiltiams 
(5 2644). 830 A Perfect World 
(1993). Drama starring Kevin Costner 
(542286) 1030 The Chase (1994).' 
Action comedy staffing Charlie Sheen 
(89625) 1230 Hollywood Dreams 
(1992). Erotic drama (45749). 130 
Royal Flash (1975) ©56039)- 3.10- 
4v45atn The Vernon Johns Story 

(1994) ( 77071229 ) 

MMECHMUa 

6.00am Once Upon a Honeymoon 
(1942) 154422). 8.00 Lassie Come 
Home (1943) (29441) 1030 The 
Snow Queen (1993) ©5335). 1230 
Groundhog Day (1993) (19064). 

230 The Philadelphia Experiment 
(1984) (30422). 430 Whose Child 
bThtePUDSS)©?^. 630 
Groundhog Day (1993). Comedy star- 
ring Bill Murray (50286). 830 Un- 
dercover Blues (1 993). Comedy 
adventure with Dennis Quaid and 
Flora Shaw (5573 JJ. 1030 Tina: 
What's Urn Got to Do With It 
(1993). The life story of rack foot Tina 
Turner, played by Alcala Bassett 
(25625). 1230 Mrf Money (1992). 
Comedy stamng Damon Wayans 
(100497). 135 Blueberry Hid - 
(1987) (955300). 3.10-4v40fen 
Shattered Trust (1993) 07999671). 

SB HOWES GOLD 

430pm Sunset Boulevard (1950) 
(9422). 630 Three Godfothos 
(1943). Three hardened robbers dis- 
cover a baby in the desert and decide 
to take cate of It (32828). 830 Rnt- 
foose (1984). Ren McCormick causes 


Channel 4 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 News; Weather. 6.10 R&Win.d. 

7,10 Barney and Friends- 7.45-8.55 Saturday 
Disney. Lookbadkattheh^hRghtsof 1995. 8.55 
Mikity Morphin Power Rangers (8707880). 

9.25 Scratchy & Co. Including at 10.30 Tate That live 
at GMX. Guests indude Suggs and Byker GtuVe’s 
Justine McKenzie (S) (68597170). 

1130 The Chart Show (R) (S) (84335). 

1230 Speakeasy. Teenage advice show. This week, 
restrictive parenting - and what happens when 
love gets in the way of friendship. Plus, England 
cricketer Dominic Cork talks about his birth mark 
fSJ (68267J. 

1.00 News, Weather (26285977). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (26284248). * 

1.10 Movies, Games and Videos. The American 
President previewed (1434606). 

1.45 Cartoon Time (73324712). 

130 The Munstees Today. Eddie is granted a wish (S) 
(36455809). 

230 The A-Tfeam The bays find themselves in the 
Amazon basin, which is news enough to make an 
ecologist shudder (R) (9828538). 

3.15 Airwolf (R) (837248) 

4.15 Speakeasy Does the Business. Emma Forbes 
takes a look at alleged "dream jobs 0 . This week, 
working at a football dub - Chariton Athletic 
Football Club, to be exact ( 5 ) (878460) 

4.45 News; Sports; Weather (1987083). * 

5.05 Local News, Sport (6811644). * 

5.10 New Baywateh. Mitch takes the team to Hawaii, 
where Matt ends up poisoned (5J (6460489). * 

6.15 GLxfiators (S) (825538). * 

7.15 Bfind Date Esther and Dan report back from 
Iceland (including Lottery Result) (S) (814422). * 

8.15 Raise the Roof. A cottage in the Catswokbfor the 
winner (5) (237625). 

8.45 News; National Lottery Update; Weather 

(543354). * 

9.00 Jack Dee’s Saturday NtgfrL New Variety 
extravaganza" with Lee Evans, Pulp, Robert 
Ralmer, Stomp and Coronation Street stars 
Thelma Barlow and Peter Baldwin. See Preview, 
above (796557).* 

9.45 am Robocop 2 (Irwin Kershner 1990 US). This 
* time, the state-of-the-art copper is fuelled tty the 

brain ofthe chief baddie from the original. A witty 
justasvioieritbutnotsowett-stzudured sequel, 
starring, once again, Peter White and Nancy Alien 
(S) (78122064).* 

11.50 There's Onty Oik Brian Moore. 1970s football 
nostalgia (S) (567793). 

12.50 American Gladiators (S) (7476294). 

1M The Big E (5) (4032497) 

230 BPM(S) (7730395). 

335 Best of British Motosport (80587942). 

3.55 Today Ifs Me, Tomorrow You (Tonino Cervi 

1968 It). Meaty spatfretti western with Brett 
Halsey and all the usual ingredients (928403). 

530 News (92836). To 6.00am. 



6.05 Sesame Street ( R ) (8832539) 

7.05 Ovide (R) (4331 1 70). 

7.15 Sonic the Hedgehog (R) (2964828) 

7 AO Wbwsec Animation (R) (5679248). 

8.00 Trans Wbdd Sport (79 71 2). 

9.00 The Mommg Line. Horse-radng magazine (5) 
(61538). 

10.00 Blitz! American football magazine (21 373). 

11.00 Gasetta Football Italia. Italian football magazine 
(18809). 

12.00 Sportrafe. Of Arthur Ashe and George Best (R) 
(40373). 

1230 The Great Maratha (2501373). 

12.55 The Late Late Show. With Van Morrison, and 
Martin Clunes and Neil Morrisey from Afen 
Behaving Badly ( S ) (9199847). 

1.40 Channel 4 Radngfrom Cheltenham. Including 
the Gold Cup, with a £65,000 prize, at 2.35pm. 
Plus the 1.55, 3.10 and 3:45 races. Commentary 
from John Francome, Jim McGrath and Lesley 
Graham (S) (9 1356996). 

4.05 Vegetable Plots. Short Stories documentary 

a boLrtv^etabte allotments in Raiders Green, east 
London (R) (5554606). * 

5.05 Brookade Omnibus (5J (7982847) * 

630 RSghtto Reply. Questions are raised aboutthe 

participation of Fred and Rosemary West’s • . 
children in TV documentaries. And is the BBC 
right to axe Anne and Nick? (S) (5 38). * 

730 A Week in Politics. Paddy Ashdown on why his 
partyiSiYtdoingbetterinthepdls-andhow . 
serious are Labour about Scottish devolution? 
(6606) * 

8.00 BOH Mutiny on the Bounty (Lewis Milestone 

• 1962 US). Marlon Brando is Fletcher Christian 
and Trevor Howard Captain Bfigh. See The Big 
Picture, above (53914151) * ■ 

11.15 REM: Rough Cut Following rock band REM as 
they prepareidr a world tour, a tour which starts 
badly and gets worse as Michael Stipe, Peter 
Buck, Mike Mifls and Bill Berry in tom find 
themselves hospitalised for various complaints. As 
rockumentary it's fine, but - produced by the beys 
themselves -the film doesrft have the objectivity 
to go much beyond that (S) (896267) 

1235 Doomed Megpdopolis. Kato plans to destroy Tokyo 
by impregnating YUkari Tatsumi with the seed of 
his hatred- Good luck (S) (8997836). . 

130 Funky Squad. The spoof 1970s coppers on a 
mission to intercept an ex-con who has a score to 
settle® (95590).* 

2.00 Fyel Art Marm introduces another round-up of the 
entertainment world in America. Tonight there’s a 
profile of Jodie Foster, a look at Gianni Versace's 
lifestyle, music from Jaime Waiters and a preview 
of Get Sharty-with John Travolta (49958). 

230 Beat Spedais Mustcfrom American hip-hop stars 
Spearhead, and Tricky, who plays his new single, 
“Pumpkin” (S) (51590). To 3.30am. 


ITV/Regions 

MGtn 

As London eraofc 1230 Movies. Garre and Videos 
(68267) lAOAWaMdlVJonler(44688373) L40 
TheSg Byte (36468373) 2.05 Ftet Cary on Cow- 
boy (482557). 3.45 Airwolf (869847) 530 New 
Baywateh (9803712). 1130 Ffo* Without a Trace 
(302041 70). L55 American GJadtaters (1622382). 
230 The Big E (40822731 340 BPM (9934590). 
435 America's lop fen (549094 7SU. 5-00- 530am 
Movies, Games anti Videos (40010) 

TYttETKS/TDRKSSRE 

A5l iiria na iq* 1230Mo^amBsandVdgE(Saa67l 
L10seaCkestDSVf7285538L 2J35FartTheAraane 
rWBMrfen (296340 330 AhwfG467a»5JD?te 
RiTme (3738280. forte Scoeine (3738280 520 
Nov Btywafch ©B037J21 1130 Short Stoy Cinema 
£2406441 1220 WrtftteWxa>(252285a lI5Hr^t 
Ftts(35618SU 210 Coach (67231321 2M BPM 
(75347921340TteUOjFfc!UBSri3rtr(99345«435- 
530am Cue the Ataic (86375841 

CEN1IUL 

As London ocepb 1230 Heartland (68267) 1.10 
The Munsters feday (4468S373). L40 Cartoon TrmB 
(73325441). L45 Movies, Games and Videos 
(805489). 2.15 WCW Wdridwide Wrestling 
t. 8082712 ) 235 AJrwOtf (3445335). 330 Thun- 
der in Ftoradse (2467809 )' 5.10 Centra Match - 
Goals Extra (3738286 ). 530 New Baywateh 
0803712) 1130 Baring (5677931 330 Joind- 
er (7708652). 520-530am Asian Eye ( 1032720) 


As London except: 1230 West No Naked Flames 
(68267). Wales: The Electric Chair (68267) IA0 
Cartoon Time (73325441). 1.45 Knight Rider 
(849083) 2.45 Thunder in Paradise (8303351 
3.45 Airwolf (869847) 5.15 Cartoon Time 
(6902996). 530 New Baywateh (9803712). 
llJS0-12L50am Tropical Heat (567793). 

MBMDUN 

As London (Kept 1230 Movies, Gsnes and Mdecs 
(68267) 130 A WWd df Wander (44688373) 1M 
GoRstWg(356899a2LtoB|gB^8340335J.235 
Cartoon ©9381 701 230 Time Tr» (34460641 34S 
KrfljhtRkier(aeB847l 530 NewBaywakh (98037121 
1130 RtauWUhouta Trace (3Q204J7Ql.U55Amer- 
lean GtadiatoK (3 6223821 2^0 The BbEM08J2J 31 
340 BPM (9934590) 435 America'ls fop Ten 
(549094781 5JX>530am fteescreEn (40010) 

HESICOWTBY ' 

As London eupfc 1230 Movies, Games and Videos 
(68267) 1.10 wanted Dead or Ate (446883 73). 
140 The Munstosfoday (36458996). 2.10 Fin 
A Hobo's Christmas (472170) 330 Knight Rid- 
er (2467809) 520 New Baywateh (9803712) 
1130-1 230am Tropical Heat (567793). 


As C4 except: 11JX) The Great AusaeBaltoon Race 
(78809). 1230 Bosquad (2501373). 436 Equinox 
(5554600. 5 J05 Brookskte (7982847). 630 Hoi- 
iyctec. (533). 7JOO NewydiSon (55491 51 7.15 No- 
son Lawen (812064) 835 Tu Fown fo Fes(104557J. 
9.15 Hei Straeon 024151 ) 9.45 Short Stories 
(123422) iai5 The Ctoeen Phronenon 084793). 
1235-130am Doomed Megatapofc (8997830. 


SIS 


mayhem in a God-fearing town tty or- 
ganizing a high school prom (37373) 
10.00 The Exorcist Hi (1990). Horror 
starring George C Scott (456064) 
1135 Rant Blank (1967). 

(364064) 130-3 - 20 am Mississippi 
Mermaid (1969) (770671). 

UNSOLD 

7.00am Lassie (1871002) 730 Go- 
ing for GoU 0867809) 800 War- 
ship (26075391 900 Secret Army 
(3831915) 1000 NeWtoours Om- 
nibus 0250422). 1200 Flint The 
Lady Vanishes (72331 701 1-40 The 
Best af Top oftha Pbps (5324118) 
2.15 EastEnders Omnibus 
(2192711 ai 500 Doctor at the Top 
(3099828). 535 FaH and Rise of 
Reginald P&rln (4115354). 6JL0 
French FfeWs (85676441 640 I! Ain't 
Half Hot, Mum (9691083). 7.10 The 
Last Song (14541571 7-40 Bread 
(7956847) 8.10 The Bffl Originals 
(56353660). 930 FBnu Educating 
Rita (79886248). 1135 Film: Get 
Carter (306737931 130 The Album 
1 Show (2229805). 230-700am 
Shopping at Night (5644355). 

S*y SPORTS 

7O0an Gillette World Sport (86248). 
730 Radng News ©80831 800 
The Big League (63809) 10.00 Rir«- 
side Boring (379961 12.00 Sports 
Satuday^ (820853® 530Giflette 
World Sport Special (5373). 600 Sky 
Sports Centre (2280. 630 Rugby 
Union: The South Wfest v Western 
Samoa. (89828). 830 Ringside Box- 
ing on the Roati (7200286). 12.00 
Ffokt the Back FtigB (28530. LOO 
ford Scorpio Golf USA (888551 300- 
5.00am Rfogada Boxing ©28361 

SPORTS 2 

7O0am Soccer AM (5942267) 

11-00 WWF few (8270824) 1200 
Ford Scorpio Golf USA ©4676251 
200 PW (19778681 500 Artfng 
Adventures (45020831 530 Interna- 
tional Motosport (89890701 7.00 
Pbol (4526354). llOOWsteraports 
Wxfd (7725539). 1200 (State 
Vitold Sport Special (3542923). 
1230-1.00aiti Wbrid of Speed and 
Beauty (8539342). 

bjhospokt 

730am Eurofun (83151) 800 Bastet- 
bafl (94793) 830 UveCTOss-COunlry 
Siding (71286) 930 Live Alpine Skfirg 
(250831 1100 Live Cross^ounfry Ski- 
ing ©94891 123Q SWtog (5746QL 
200 Cta&Cajntry Skiing (527931 
300 Alpine SHng (458801 400 Ski . 

Junking (649251 500 Snooker 
(283730. 700 Live Snooker (84880) 
900 Uve Supercross (61828) 1030 
AWetks 04557) 1L00 Afl Sports 
(80064) 12O0-1230sii International - 
Motosports Report 09132) 


Alone 
and dying 




Just tour days old, 
Moses had oniv hours to live 


A gardener found this riny, defenceless soul, abandoned in 
the rushes of a pond. Hungry, frozen and afraid, it seemed 
like a hopeless case. But his 6nder drove four hours to 
deliver him into the welcoming arms of Blue Cross. 

Lyn the deputy manager hand-fed him through the night 
until be fed asleep, warm and safe In the crook of her neck. 

Under our warchful gaze he gets bigger every day. But to 
treat, feed and care for Moses cost around £45. Your gift of 
£2 a month could help save another tiny. life like Moses. 


It you want to help animals like Moses please 
return rhe coupon below 


I Please send me more information about how I can help j 
I animals like Moses by becoming a Blue Cross Friend. . 

| Name (hWMn/Miis) J 

! Address 1 1 


Postcode 


_ Send to: Blue Cross, 

I Freepost, Room 386C, 
| Shilton Rood, Burfond, 
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